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 Two Weeks of Birding Fun in Alaska                                                               Brenda Callaway 

Jerry and I started planning our Alaska adventure in 
2019 for the summer of 2020. However when 

distracted by a trip to Panama, we put Alaska off for 
a year, and we all know how well that worked out! So 
in the summer of 2022, we finally took our long-

awaited Alaska adventure. 
      Planning a birding adventure to Alaska in order to 
get the most bang for your buck can be daunting, 

however, we promise you 
it is well worth the effort. 
The best advice we can 

give you is to begin 
planning at least a year in 
advance, especially if you 

want to take a guided tour 
or to visit any remote 
locations. 
     So, how did we decide where and when to go? 

eBird! Well, eBird and a little help from a friend. We 
scoured lists for the highest probability of achieving 
our goal for the trip, 100 species of birds. During our 

eBird planning, we’d decide on a place, then while 
mapping out logistics, change our minds. After doing 
this a few times, confusion and being overwhelmed 

began to get the better of us, so we sought guidance 
from a friend who sometimes guides in Alaska. He 
suggested that if we had any hope of reaching our 

goal, we had to visit one of the special places in 
Alaska–Nome, St. Paul, or Gambell.  
     Adding one of these places comes with risks—all 

are remote and have to be accessed by air, and all are 
in areas where the weather often alters plans. It is not 
uncommon for the weather in Alaska to keep people 

from reaching a portion of their trip or strand them at 
remote locations, unable to bird as they wait for skies 
to clear, and reservations and deposits for their next 

stops evaporate. With limited time and budget we 
opted for Nome due to its less volatile weather and 
less austere lodgings.  In order to stretch our budget 

our original plan for this trip didn’t include guided 
tours. However, after investigating the logistics of 

birding in Nome, we decided we’d have more success 
if we booked a tour for this portion of our trip.  

     With Nome decided, we built the remainder of our 
trip around the early June tour dates. Also, we wanted 
to visit Seward before the height of cruise ship season 

as the little town can get quite busy then. Our final 
itinerary was fly into Anchorage, sleep one night, 
then drive to Seward, stay for five nights birding the 

coastal areas and taking a pelagic boat tour. We’d 
then drive back to Anchorage staying one night in 
order to meet the Nome tour which was for four 

nights. Then we’d return to Anchorage for four nights 
making day trips out of Anchorage to explore and 
clean up our list. This 

itinerary limited how often 
we had to pack and unpack, 
and gave us a very good 
chance of coming home with 

at least 100 bird species.  
     Our target birds were 
numerous, but definitely 

puffins and Black Oystercatchers in Seward; 
Bluethroats and ptarmigan in Nome; and in 
Anchorage we hoped for flycatchers and more 

ptarmigans.  
     Arriving in Anchorage late at night, it was still 

daylight allowing us to see ducks on the lakes in front 

of our hotel. These lakes are the runway for the float 

planes that shuttle people and goods to remote 

locations, but the ducks and grebes like them too. Our 

eagerness to begin exploring made sleeping difficult, 

so we were up after only a brief rest. A delicious 

breakfast, and we were ready to visit the lakes, where 

we saw our first Red-necked Grebes of the trip and 

lifer Barrow’s Goldeneye. We spent more time than 

we should have walking around the lakes, and were 

nearly late checking out of our room. It’s easy to get 

distracted in Alaska, but it was time to hit the road for 

Seward!            

                       Continued on page 5, Birding Alaska.  



Field Trips 

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, 

but contributions are always appreciated. All birding 

experience levels are welcome. Bring binoculars 

and/or a spotting scope, as well as sunscreen, insect 

protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, and snacks 

on all trips. Please do not wear scented cologne, 

perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts 

from the experience in nature, and some participants 

are highly sensitive to it. Questions? Call Lucy 

Duncan, 850-932-4792. 

□ Saturday, February 11—Shoreline Wetlands 

Trail Boardwalk in Gulf Breeze. Meet near the trail 

entrance by the Dog Park along the park road that is 

opposite the Recreation Center at 800 Shoreline 

Drive at 7:30 a.m. The trip will enjoy the new 

boardwalk through coastal woods and marsh toward 

the Sound. We hope to see or hear four species of 

rails along with wintering songbirds. We’ll also visit 

Morgan Park north of Quietwater Beach on 

Pensacola Beach looking for wintering ducks. 
 

□ Saturday, March 11—Big Lagoon State Park in 

Pensacola (12301 Gulf Beach Hwy, Pensacola). 

Easy trails and boardwalk as we look for birds and 

early signs of spring. Meet at the Greer’s CashSaver 

Grocery at 4051 Barrancas Ave. just east of Navy 

Blvd. at 7:30 a.m. Note that there is a $6 per vehicle 

entrance fee, correct change required. We will 

compile our bird list during a picnic lunch. 
 

□ Wednesday, April 19—Ft. Morgan and Banding 

Station visit. The fort stands guard where the bay 

meets the Gulf on the east side of Mobile Bay. This 

migrant trap can yield spectacular birding during 

spring migration if conditions are right. Bob and 

Lucy Duncan will lead this trip looking for every 

bird out there including observing bird banding. At 

the end of the field trip, we will picnic at Ft. Morgan 

and complete our checklist. Expect moderate 

walking. Meet at the Greer’s CashSaver Grocery at 

4051 Barrancas Ave. just east of Navy Blvd. at 

7:00 a.m. There is an entrance fee to Ft. Morgan 

($8 adults; $5 seniors; $5 students). 
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Bird Walks 
 

Want to learn about our area birds? These short 

bird walks are designed to introduce “future birders” 

to the world of “Bird Watching.”  Families with 

children are welcome. If you have binoculars, bring 

them. If not, we will have a few ‘loaners’ available. 

A hat, long pants and bottled water are recommend-

ed for our outdoor walks. Registration required. 

 

□  Saturday, April 1—Soundside Foundation 

Preserve in Gulf Breeze led by Michael and 

Cathy Brower. Please arrive at 7:30 a.m., at 4401 

Soundside Drive, Gulf Breeze, FL. Please park 

along the roadside around where Brower’s 2007 

Highlander Hybrid is parked. Park off the road. We 

hope to see waterfowl, shorebirds, wading birds, and 

woodland birds.  
 

   To register for the walk, email Marcy McGahan at 

marcymcgahan@gmail.com with your  name. 

EARTH DAY  
 

 SATURDAY, APRIL 22, 2023 

 
INVEST IN THE PLANET 

Beginning Birding Class 
 March 2023 

 

This beginning birding class with field 

trips is a wonderful opportunity to 

learn about bird watching and  

                    birds in the area. 
 

March 9  —Bird Watching Basics 

March 16—Birds of the Shoreline 

March 18—Field Trip  

March 22—Raptors  

March 25—Field Trip 
 

Classes will be held at the Pensacola Public  

Library* downtown at 239 N. Spring St. 

 from 4:30 to 6:15 p.m. 
 

Field trip locations and times will be  

announced in class. 
 

No experience necessary. 
  

To register, contact Jim Brady at 

jbbrady@bellsouth.net or 850-291-8908.  
  

To confirm your registration, send a participant 

contribution of $95 per person to Francis M. 

Weston Audubon Society, P. O. Box 17484,  

Pensacola, FL 32522. Make a note on the checks: 

“Birding Class.” 
 

* This event is not sponsored or endorsed by the West 
Florida Public Libraries or Escambia County. 

https://cityofgulfbreeze.us/city_project/wetlands-trail-boardwalk/
https://cityofgulfbreeze.us/city_project/wetlands-trail-boardwalk/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/BigLagoon
https://ahc.alabama.gov/properties/ftmorgan/ftmorgan.aspx
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com


IMPORTANT NOTE:  
 

FMW Audubon Society follows Center for 

Disease Control (CDC) guidelines. For up-to-

date information, check https://www.cdc.gov/  

 

Longleaf Pine Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society  

Interested in native plants, visit  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 
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FMWAS YouTube—You are now be able to 

rewatch and enjoy some of our Chapter Meeting 

programs and speakers exclusively on our channel. 

Visit youtube.com and search for Francis M. 

Weston Audubon Society, and “Subscribe” to our 

channel for easy access to our content. 

Board Meetings—Feb 2, Mar 2 and Apr 6 on 

Zoom at 6:00 p.m. Dates may change. Please 

contact a Board Member for details and to 

confirm date, time and instructions for joining if 

you wish to attend. See page 8. Copies of the 

minutes are on file with the Recording Secretary. 

 

Chapter Meetings 
 

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at 

7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center 

(Bldg. 21 ), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport 

Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise 

noted. The meeting room is located across the 

breezeway from the planetarium. They may also be 

available live on Zoom.  

 

  Refreshments are provided. Guests are welcome! 
 

□ Thursday, February 23, 2023 
 

□ Thursday, March 23, 2023  
 

□ Thursday, April 27, 2023  
 

The programs and speakers to be announced. 
  

 

Announcements will be: 

 Emailed to those who have signed up to 
receive emails. Please sign up if you haven’t.  
 

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 
 

 

 Posted on Facebook and the website 

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org  

 

Great Backyard Bird Count 

Special Invitation 
 

On Saturday, February 18, 8:00 to 11:00 a.m., 

Ann Forster invites FMWAS members to roam 

her yard and trails, along her Pensacola Bay 

shoreline and estuary at 447 Creary St., 

Warrington.  

     Low tide (8:00 a.m.) is best as the sand bars 

will be exposed then, great for shorebirds. The 

estuary, field trails and tall Live Oak trees hold 

potential for eagles, osprey and many others.  

     Experienced birders and scopes will be in 

strategic locations to facilitate compiling a group 

checklist for submission to GBBC.  

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
February 17-20, 2023 

 

Count birds anywhere. 
Turn in your numbers to eBird 

 
Join the fun 

https://www.birdcount.org/ 
 

Watch a short video. 
Learn how to participate. 
Explore the 2022 data.  

     
       Birds and Brew 

 

 Sunday afternoon  
bird outings in  

Pensacola. 
 

    Sunday, March 26, 2023—Wayside Park led by 

Steve and Cindy Coster. Please arrive at 4:00 p.m. 

and park at the Pensacola Visitor Information Center 

at the foot of the Pensacola Bay Bridge, 1401 E. 

Gregory St. We hope to see shorebirds and early 

warblers. The bird walk will end with a drink at 

Doc’s Hop Shop at 500 E. Heinberg St., Pensacola.  

     To register, email Marcy McGahan, 

marcymcgahan@gmail.com, with your  name. 

https://www.cdc.gov/
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
https://www.birdcount.org/
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
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  President’s Message         Jim Brady                                           

Spring has sprung, the grass is riz, 

I wonder where the birdies is. 
 

As I type my early spring message to the member-

ship, I am reminded by the beautiful late winter 

weather that spring migration is not far away; that 

means the transition begins when our winter visitors 

depart and early migrants appear.  I stepped outside 

a few minutes ago, and my backyard was alive with 

the sounds of birdlife sensing the same transitional 

moment. So, too, your chapter leadership is prepar-

ing for the transition to a spring schedule.  We are 

planning a beginner birder class, a new set of field 

trips and bird walks, and four monthly programs to 

reflect the change of seasons. Join us.  

     I want to express to you the gratitude of the board 

for the generosity you displayed in response to our 

annual appeal letter.  Despite the reduction in opera-

tions imposed by Covid restrictions in the past 

months, you continued to support your chapter at a 

high level, which will allow the board to consider 

expanding our programs in the coming months, even 

into the summer.  Thank you for this vote of confi-

dence.  

     I also want to inform you that a working commit-

tee, headed by FMWAS past-President Annelise 

Reunert, has proposed that a memorial be created to 

honor long-time Board member and chapter 

President Peggy Baker.  The memorial will take the 

form of a bench placed at Blackwater River State 

Forest overlooking Hurricane Lake.  We plan to hold 

a dedication ceremony in late spring at the site.  (We 

might do some birding as part of the ceremony!) 

     We look forward to seeing you in the field or at 

our events, and as always, Good Birding. 

Jim     

Tripping with an Exotic Tortoise  
I ran into a high school friend of mine at a Pensacola 

High School class reunion luncheon (Class of 1957).  

He was an Eagle Scout and enjoyed outdoor 

activities. He is a retired Marine who now enjoys 

gardening.  

     His children all live in California. He called me 

right after Christmas and asked me to help solve a  

problem. His daughter had air-mailed him a tortoise 

for Christmas. It was a Cherry Head Red-footed  

Tortoise from northern South America. What to do?! 

He didn't want to tend to it and certainly didn't  

want to just release it.  

     I suggested calling Dorothy Kaufmann at the 

Wildlife Sanctuary. She gave him the number of the 

Turtle Rescue facility at Navarre Beach. They, of 

course, only work with native species but she helped 

and suggested that he contact a dealer who could 

contact hobbyists. Sure enough they found a man 

who had a male. Holding his breath, I imagine, he 

asked if my friend had a male or a female. As luck 

would have it, my friend had a female who now has a 

home.                                         Ann Forster 

Sign up to receive electronic  

copies of the  
Skimmer, meeting reminders 

 and chapter news.   

Go to  

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 

Congratulations to our  
Board member,  
Perry Doggrell.  

      

One of his photos was  
chosen to be used on 
this year’s Gulf Islands 
National Seashore  
annual pass.   

Bird Banding, Ft. Morgan 
April 18-22, 2023 
 

Alabama Audubon is pleased to 

announce the return of its popular 

Coastal Bird Banding event April 

18-22, 2023, at the Fort Morgan 

State Historic Site on the 

Alabama Gulf Coast. The banding 

station is one of the few in the US open to the public. 

Join them to see migrant birds up close after their 

journey across the Gulf of Mexico. They will also 

offer bird and nature walks, information tables by 

allied organizations, and more. Bring your cameras 

and enjoy unparalleled access to the researchers and 

their work, with up-close-and-personal views of 

some amazing birds!  

Dates/Times  Apr. 18—noon to 3 p.m., Apr. 19-21—

8 a.m. to 3 p.m.,  Apr. 22—8 a.m. to noon.  

     For more information and their other coastal 

initiatives, please visit alaudubon.org.  

 

http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
http://alaudubon.org/
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Birding Alaska. Continued from page 1. 
 

     The scenery along the Seward Highway, with 
snow-covered mountains and the Gulf of Alaska, was 
stunning! En route, we made the first of several stops 

at Potter Marsh where we saw our first moose 
feeding near the elevated boardwalk. We also 
enjoyed watching Tree Swallows as they went about 

nest building in a gourd house complex. The birds 
were so accustomed to humans and focused on the 
task at hand, they would land close enough to 

photograph them 
with cell phones. 
Farther along the 

highway, we 
stopped at Beluga 
Point where, if the 

tide is right, you can 
see beluga whales. 
Unfortunately, we 

didn’t catch the right 
tide for whales, but 
we did see and hear 

our first Golden-crowned Sparrow as well as our first 
Short-billed Gulls. 
     Seward is breathtakingly beautiful surrounded by 
the mountains and Resurrection Bay. The highlights 

here, aside from a pelagic tour, were the airport 
mudflats. The tides are extreme and as they recede, 
the birds feast. Accessing the flats requires a good 

deal of walking, yet the birds make it a must-visit 
location, just be sure to have knee-high waterproof 
boots as the glacier-fed water is cold! Two Lakes 

Trail, accessed behind the vo-tech school, is a treat. 
Visit early in the morning to enjoy Varied Thrush and 
American 

Dippers. Taking 
a pelagic tour is a 
must. The birds 

alone are worth 
the trip, plus you 
may see sea 

otters, sea lions, 
and orcas! We 
chose to do a 

small boat birding tour led by a biologist, yet later 
learned the large tour boats are also good for birders, 
and are very stable for those prone to seasickness, 

though you might not see as many birds as we did. 
     On our final day in Seward, we learned our Nome 
tour was canceled because our guides had Covid. 

Thankfully the tour company was willing to transfer 
all reservations into the names of the 6 group 
participants and we did Nome as a self-led tour. 

We were fortunate that two others in our group were 
Alaska residents, with many Nome visits between 

them, and they graciously allowed us to tag along 
with them. Nome is vast with limited roads so having 
someone 

knowledgeable is 
imperative. Seeing 
multiple Bluethroats 

singing and displaying, 
shorebirds in breeding 
plumage sitting on 

chimneys, muskoxen, 
and the general 
otherworldly landscape 

of Nome will stay with 
us forever.  
     Back to Anchorage and feeling a bit rundown, we 
decided to take it easy. We walked a portion of the 

Coastal Trail, an 11-mile paved path along the 
waterfront, to Westchester Lagoon. We also visited 
Chugach State Park, mostly birding the parking and 

picnic areas. Here we added a Willow Flycatcher 
and, thanks to their “quick, three beers” call, an 
Olive-sided Flycatcher. The parks around Anchorage 

are huge and most are mountainous so you should 
plan on seeing only a fraction of any of them. Also, 
always be alert for bear and moose and carry bear 

spray, good advice for all of Alaska actually. 
     While parts of our trip were different than we’d 
hoped, possibly reducing the number of birds we 

saw, we ended our trip with 136 bird species, 56 of 
which were life birds. I guess that means we don't 
have to go back, but, oh how I hope we can one day.  

     Flights to Alaska are brutally long, so build in 
recovery time to avoid running out of steam before 
you are finished birding. Pack for cooler weather, 

even in June, yet make sure you have layers to peel 
off as the day heats up or your location changes. But 
go, you absolutely will not regret it!  

     Obviously, there’s more to our Alaska trip than 
we can share here. If you want to know more, please 
reach out, or visit facebook.com/greenJphotography. 

 Article and photos by Brenda Callaway. 
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                       Bob Duncan 

     This report covers the period 

Oct-Dec 2022. Fall migration was 

average with typical dry weather 

and the usual influx of western 

vagrants. Western & Vermilion 

Flycatchers and Summer Tanager 

numbers were above average. There was an influx of 

Purple Finches in December  but the hard freeze of 

22-23 December apparently did not bring down any 

more winter birds than normal. 

     A Vermilion Flycatcher* lingered at Ft. Pickens 

8-14 Oct (Jerry & Brenda Callaway, Perry Doggrell 

et al.); another at Blackwater River State Forest Fish-

eries 11 Oct (MacKenzie Sconyers, Marilou 

Lehmann) and yet another at Eastman/Taminco Sanc-

tuary 25 Oct (Les Kelly). Rare but fairly regular, a 

Clay-colored Sparrow* was at Ft. Pickens 8 Oct 

(Perry Doggrell). Jan Lloyd's Buff-bellied Hum-

mingbird* returned to her  yard 11 Oct for  yet 

another year and remains as of 13 Jan. A Golden 

Plover* at Ft. Pickens 14 Oct was a rare fall find 

(J & B Callaway, John Yuhasz), as was a Lark 

Sparrow* (Jeff Madsen). Rare but fair ly regular , 

an Ash-throated Flycatcher* was in Gulf Breeze 

19 Oct (Bob & Lucy Duncan). The Callaways spotted 

a Groove-billed Ani* at Ft. Pickens 19 Oct. 

Annelise Reunert's Perdido Key Scissor-tailed Fly-

catcher 24 Oct was a good find. A Say's Phoebe* 

at Navarre Beach 31 Oct was the 8th local record 

(David Whipple). 

      November's late lingerers were a Yellow-

breasted Chat* in Gulf Breeze (B & L Duncan) 

and a Blackburnian Warbler* at Eastman/Taminco 

7 Nov (Les Kelly). A Canvasback at Eastman/

Taminco was very rare (Les Kelly). A Scarlet Tana-

ger in Gulf Breeze 8 Nov was very late (Bob 

Duncan). A Sooty Shearwater* and Great Black-

backed Gull* were seen from Ft. Pickens entrance 

15 Nov (B Duncan, Matthew Sabatine). Rare in Nov, 

3 Magnificent Frigatebirds were at Ft. Pickens 15 

Nov (J & B Callaway, B & L Duncan). Very late was 

an Ovenbird (found dead) in Gulf Breeze 21 Nov as 

well as a Tennessee Warbler* there 24 Nov (B & L 

Duncan). A male Rose-breasted Grosbeak graced 

the Duncan feeder 27 Nov-2 Dec, and a female 

showed up 4 Dec. Latest ever by 3 days, a Great 

Crested Flycatcher* was in Gulf Breeze 28 Nov. 

There were several reports of Wilson's Warbler* from 

29 Nov to this writing (11 Jan). An American Avocet 

30 Nov in Gulf Breeze was very late (B Duncan). 

     Continuing the trend of late-lingering Neotropical 

migrants, a female American Redstart was in the 

Duncan yard 3 Dec as well as a female Painted 

Bunting. A Broad-winged Hawk* was in Gulf 

Breeze 3 Dec (B Duncan). Fifty-two Black-bellied 

Whistling Ducks were in Milton 3 Dec (Marilou 

Lehmann) and 108 on 20 Dec (Daniel Horton). A 

possible Yellow Rail* was heard calling at the new 

birder-friendly boardwalk at Shoreline Park's marsh 

on 5 Dec (B Duncan). It can be confused with the call 

of a Cricket Frog which sounds very similar. This 

marsh is a haven for rails where 4 species have been 

spotted or heard thus far. A first Dec record for the 

area, a Warbling Vireo* was photographed by Brenda 

Callaway at International Paper Wetlands on 11 Dec. 

A female Painted Bunting was in the Callaway yard 

in Cantonment on 16 Dec. Summer Tanagers* were 

in Milton 17 Dec (Marilou Lehmann), Crestview 24 

Dec (Sydney Sims) and e. Gulf Breeze 24 Dec – 13+ 

Jan (Michael Brower). Western Kingbirds* were 

reported widely throughout the area from Dauphin Is. 

to Ft. Walton Beach. The Pensacola CBC on 17 Dec 

yielded a rare Lincoln's Sparrow* (John Yuhasz, 

Perry Doggrell) and a Prairie Warbler* (Powers 

McLeod, Cecil & Pam Brown). A Wood Thrush* 

graced the Duncan yard 20 Dec – 9 Jan. Only the 

second state winter record, a Scarlet Tanager* was 

photographed in Pensacola 18 Dec (Dan Freeman). 

     Purple Finches* ir rupted at many feeders with 

26 at John Yuhasz's Molino yard on 8 Jan. A 

Franklin's Gull* was at Pensacola Beach 26 Dec 

(Will Duncan). A Lark Sparrow was in Pensacola 

27 Dec (Gary Hunter). Rare in winter, a Least Bittern 

was at IPW 27 Dec as well as a Wilson's Warbler.* 

(J & B Callaway). Very rare visitor from the Arctic, 

two Lapland Longspurs were at Ft. Pickens 28 Dec – 

5 Jan (Matthew Sabatine, J & B Callaway, Joelle 

O'Daniel Lopez, Daniel Horton). A Yellow-breasted 

Chat was there 29 Dec (Will Duncan). Only the 

second Dec record, a Black Tern* was there 29 Dec 

(B & L Duncan, Will Duncan). An Ash-throated 

Flycatcher* was in n. Santa Rosa Co. 30 Dec 

(Marilou Lehmann). 
 

     The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy 

birds. If you have something to report, please call 

Bob or Lucy Duncan at 850-932-4792 or email at 

town_point@bellsouth.net. 
 

*Species with asterisks need documentation so that 

they can become part of the ornithological record. 
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Book Review 
The Man Who Loved Birds: 
Pioneer Ornithologist Dr. 
Frank Chapman (1864-1945) 
By James T Huffstodt, , 2022  
 

Dr Chapman’s life story mir-

rors the early history and the 

development of ornithology.   

     From a boyhood life hunt-

ing in New York and New 

Jersey forests, he fostered an 

early interest in birds, though 

without compunction over 

cleaning and eating them as was typical of the times. 

He did not pursue a college education as no American 

University offered ornithology as a course of study.  

He continued his own study of birds during his early 

career as a banker, trekking around the woods near his 

suburban home in the early mornings and evenings 

while watching and noting area birds before taking the 

train to New York City.  It was a fellow commuter and 

bird enthusiast whose friendship, mentorship and 

significant introduction to collectors helped Dr. 

Chapman reevaluate his future as a banker or a 

naturalist/ornithologist.   

     From here to professional acclaim is a bit of an 

adventure story. The travel, discoveries and achieve-

ments that occur along the way make for attentive 

reading. 

     It started with several early and geographically 

extensive Central Florida field trips (1880s).  There he 

observed the abundance of herons, ducks, coots, and 

many species unknown to him. His systematic 

classifications of these birds were well received by the 

small community of naturalists. The detailed 

fieldwork impressed Dr. Allen, curator at the 

American Museum in New York, and prompted an 

offer of an assistantship, his first ornithological 

professional position.  His later lengthy explorations 

in Cuba, Mexico and South America greatly expanded 

the knowledge of tropical birds. 

     You may want to read a few chapters at a time as 

this book is chock full of Dr. Chapman’s many 

regional explorations, discoveries and contributions. 

     His expertise was shared in well-written magazine 

articles, books and museum displays. All this culmi-

nated in growing a national appreciation of birds. 

     When we participate in the annual Christmas Bird 

Count, let us remember it started when Dr. Frank 

Chapman suggested a competition to count and record 

data about birds rather than set up teams to see who 

could shoot the most birds!         Helen Caffrey 

123rd Christmas Bird Count 
Report 
 

The 123rd Christmas Bird Count 

for the Escambia/Santa Rosa 

county area was completed on 

December 17th, 2022. On a windy, 

chilly and partly cloudy day, ten teams set out 

to cover eleven areas all within a fifteen-mile diam-

eter area. Twenty-five participants logged 82.25 

hours of birding while traveling by car, foot and golf 

cart, accumulating 420 miles. They logged 113 

species for a grand total of 9,909 birds which was 

low compared to last year's count of 121 species 

totaling 12,283 birds. Seven species were seen by all 

the teams—the Northern Cardinal, Double-crested 

Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Mourning Dove, 

Eastern Phoebe, Northern Mockingbird, and the ever 

loved Yellow-rumped Warbler. Laughing Gulls had 

the highest count at 1,429 followed by the Yellow-

rumped Warbler at 1,373. The "write-ins" or 

unusual/rare reports were the Semi-palmated Plover, 

Barred Owl, Long-billed Dowitcher, Purple Finch, 

Western Kingbird, Black Scoter, Lincoln's Sparrow, 

and Rufous Hummingbird.  

     As predicted, the numbers were low due to the 

lack of favorable weather conditions prohibiting a 

higher count. But nevertheless, we all enjoyed a day 

searching for those lovely feathered creatures. And 

afterward, we shared our experiences and accounts 

at our first compilation dinner in three years thanks 

to the help of fellow participants that managed to 

arrange a last-minute dinner reservation.  

     Thanks to all who participated in accomplishing 

this great task. Hopefully, we will see you all again 

this year when the 124th CBC will be held on 

Saturday, December 16th. So until next year, "Let's 

go BIRDING!" 
 

     Local compiler, Daniel Stangeland 
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Francis M. Weston Audubon Society, 
 

Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society 
 
 

All three for $20 a year 
   

RENEWING MEMBERS — $20 minimum — Make check 
payable to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY. Mail to National 
Audubon Society (NAS), PO Box 97188, Washington, DC 20090-
7188 (DO NOT mail to chapter) -OR- renew online at the NAS 

website http://Audubon.org, select the ‘membership’ button then 
'renew' button -OR- call Member Services, 1-844-428-3826. Renew 
annually within 6 months of your expiration date. 
 

STUDENT MEMBERS — One year—$7 (Include a copy of your 
student ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society). Mail to 
the chapter. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS — $20 (Individual or family) — Join through our 
chapter and your 1st year dues will come back to us for local use. 
Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to 
chapter, FMWAS, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522  -OR- Join 
online through our website http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ 
 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________ E-Mail Address __________________________ 

National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organiza-

tions whose mailings you might find of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, check here__. 
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Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Jim Brady……….. 850-456-5083 

Vice President Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Recording Secretary Pamela Brown .... 850-206-6482  

Corresponding 

   Secretary Ann Forster ......... 850-456-4421 

Treasurer Jim Cox............... 850-393-2202 

Directors at Large vacant 

 Perry Doggrell  .... 850-288-0985 

 Julie Schiro ......... 850-776-2050 

Student Directors Vacant 

 Amanda Hull……. 941-730-7868 

Membership Jan Lloyd ............ 850-453-1660 

Field Trips Lucy Duncan ....... 850-932-4792 

Programs vacant  

Publicity Julie Schiro  ........ 850-776-2050 

Fundraising Perry Doggrell ..... 850-288-0985 

Conservation Jim Brady ............ 850-456-5083 

Center Committee Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Education Jenn Butera ........ 850-324-3161 

 Kevin McAuliffe ... 850-982-0546 

Outreach Marcy McGahan . 850-450-8984 

Publications Chair vacant  

 Jere French ........ 850-932-8796 

 Carol Ascherfeld . 850-760-2388 

Web Liaison vacant 

Technology Daniel Schiro  ..... 850-261-3421  
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