
The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society  

 

Nov, Dec 2022, 
Jan 2023  
Vol. L, No. 2 

 What Do You Mean? Hummingbirds Are Here in the Winter????                             Jan Lloyd 

According to my records carefully written in the 

margin of my National Geographic Field Guide first 

edition, in the winter of 1987 I was invited by Ann 

and Dan Forster to go to James Pfeiffer’s home in 

East Hill, Pensacola, to see a Black-chinned 

Hummingbird. I could not believe it, but there it was 

– regularly visiting the feeder out back. We were able 

to watch from a back window so we did not have to 

stand around in the cold. I visited that feeder again in 

Dec. 1995 to see a Buff-bellied hummer from Mexico 

or south Texas. That got me started wanting to 

“have” my own winter hummers as well as more of 

our usual ruby-throats.  

     I’ve seen all of the North American hummingbird 

species in their “usual” breeding grounds out west so 

when an unusual bird appears, sometimes I have a 

better than “wild” guess at its identity. Some are 

tricky to ID unless you have them in hand and I’m 

not a licensed bird bander, so I have to get expert 

help on those, especially the females. 

    I continue to be amazed at the numbers and species 

of hummingbirds that visit us here along the Gulf 

Coast and show up inland in the winter. We can thank 

a number of people for encouraging us to leave our 

feeders out and keep them clean all year. I will only 

mention a few. Bob and Martha Sargent 

(Birmingham area) established the Hummer/Bird 

Study Group that was active in banding activities at 

Ft. Morgan twice a year for decades. Fred 

Bassett (Montgomery) was one of those 

banders and is very active with his own 

research group banding hummingbirds out 

west on their breeding grounds as well as 

in the Southeast (Hummingbird Research, 

Inc.-- www.hummingbirdresearch.net). 

Emma Rhodes and Kyle Shepard (Mobile 

area) trained with the Sargents and are 

continuing the bird banding tradition at Ft. 

Morgan and research along the Gulf Coast 

establishing the Banding Coalition of the 

Americas.(www.bandingcoalition.org) 

     My yard is pretty “wild.” I do all I can for birds, 

butterflies, bugs to survive and continue their species. 

“Build it and they will come” works very well here. I 

have plenty of cover and blooming flowers until the 

first big frost so often my feeders are not very active 

until the flowers die back. Then I really get to see the 

hummers I’ve been watching during the fall and pin 

down who the guests are for the winter if I have not 

guessed already.  

     After most of the Ruby-throated hummers leave in 

October, I contact Fred Bassett to come band the ones 

that stayed around. The tiny bands have letters and 

numbers for identification purposes. All of this work 

is conducted with federal licenses and permits that 

follow very strict protocols.  

     Sometimes it is only 1 or 2 birds, but sometimes it 

can be 5-6. You never know. Fred carefully sets up 

his wire mesh trap with a feeder inside, the hummer 

goes in to feed and Fred drops the trap door. He 

identifies, measures and photographs the hummer for 

his records. Often he will place the hummer onto 

your open hand for release. You feel that little heart 

beating for a moment and it flies off. The hummers 

don’t seem to mind all the attention and as soon as 

they are released, they continue to feed. I look 

forward to this every year – what a nice Christmas 

present! Fred (and other licensed banders) make the 

rounds to feeders all over the Gulf Coast during the 

late fall and winter by appointment. I 

hope you get a chance to contact them. 

     Sometimes birds that have been 

banded (that year or previous years) show 

up somewhere else, a bander catches 

them again and then we know more about 

their lives and travels. This information is 

essential to understand their life cycles 

for conservation.  

      Continued on page 5, Hummingbirds 
 

Photos in this article provided by  

Hummingbird Research, Inc. 

Female Buff-bellied  
Hummingbird banded by  

Fred Bassett (2020) 

 

http://www.hummingbirdresearch.net/
https://www.bandingcoalition.org/


Field Trips 
Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, 

but contributions are always appreciated. All birding 

experience levels are welcome. Field trips require 

reservations. To sign up for a trip, email Lucy 

Duncan at town_point@bellsouth.net to secure your 

space. You must provide your full name and phone 

number to be added to the list. This information will 

be used to contact you in case of inclement weather 

or issues preventing a safe field trip. Bring 

binoculars and/or a spotting scope, as well as 

sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, 

water, and snacks on all trips. Please do not wear 

scented cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field 

trips. It distracts from the experience in nature, and 

some participants are highly sensitive to it. 

Questions? Call Lucy Duncan, 850-932-4792. 

□ Saturday, November 12. Ft. Walton birding for  

sparrows and early wintering species and hopefully 

an avian surprise or two. Lucy and Bob Duncan will 

lead the trip to this rich area of fields and 

impoundments, and help you sort through the 

waterfowl, shorebirds and winter residents along the 

way. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Live Oak Village 

parking lot in Gulf Breeze, 1145 Gulf Breeze Pkwy, 

across Hwy 98 from the Gulf Breeze Hospital. We 

will have lunch at a local restaurant in the FWB area, 

and return by early-afternoon. Prepare for moderate 

walking. Registration is required by contacting Lucy 

at town_point@bellsouth.net. Please provide your 

cell phone number. Participation will be limited. 

□ Tuesday – Thursday, December 6-8. St. Marks 

NWR south of Tallahassee.  Join leaders Bob and 
Lucy Duncan to bird one of our nation’s finest 
wildlife refuges. We expect to see a variety of birds 

in diverse habitats. A moderate pace will encompass 
easy walking as well as roadside birding on the 
refuge. We will arrive on Tuesday in time to bird the 

afternoon and finish on Thursday around noon 
following a boat trip and birding at Wakulla Springs 
State Park. We hope to see manatees and close views 

of ducks and water birds on a Wakulla River boat 
ride ($8). A block of rooms (each with 2 queen beds) 
is being held for us at the Best Western Wakulla Inn 

& Suites located on Highway 98 near Crawfordville. 

To make your room reservations, call 850-926-3737 
before Friday, Dec. 2, and ask for the “Pensacola 

Audubon” group rate. If you need to cancel, you 
must call the motel no later than Saturday, Dec 3 
(48 hours before the planned arrival date). When you 

make your room reservation, you must leave 
your credit card number with the motel. All rooms 
are nonsmoking. To sign up for the trip, send a $50 

per participant contribution to FMW Audubon 
Society, P.O. Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522, 
and contact Lucy Duncan at 850-932-4792 or 

town_point@bellsouth.net and leave your name, 
telephone number and email address. A detailed 
itinerary will be emailed in late November. There 

will be a limited number of participants. 

□ Saturday, January 14.  Village Point Park 

Preserve http://villagepoint.info/vpwp/  in Daphne, 
AL (27710 Main St., Daphne, AL) with leaders Lucy 

and Bob Duncan. We expect to find wintering 
songbirds on our walk through wooded trails leading 
to the shore of Mobile Bay where we expect gulls, 

terns and ducks. Additional local sites will be 
included if time allows. Plan on easy walking and 
lunch at a local restaurant on the Mobile Causeway. 

Meet in the Walmart parking lot at 9301 Pine Forest 
Rd, Pensacola at 7:30 a.m. or at the Village Point 
Preserve parking area around 8:30 a.m. Reservations 

are required by contacting Lucy Duncan 
at town_point@bellsouth.net . Please provide your 
cell phone number. There will be a limited number 

of participants.  

All field trips/bird walks/birds and brew are by reservation only.  

  FMWAS follows Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and encourages every participant to be vaccinated.   

Official Covid Safety Protocols will be followed. For up-to-date information, check https://www.cdc.gov/.  

 2 

 

Fort Morgan Banding Report 
Sep 29 - Oct 7, 2022 

  

The Banding Coalition of the Americas crew 

banded 654 individual birds representing 47 

species in 8 days! Among the higher counts 

were 124 Gray Catbirds, 117 Wood Thrushes, 

59 Swainson’s Thrushes and 48 American 

Redstarts (photo on page 8). A very rare 

vagrant, a Yellow-green Vireo banded on 

September 30, was only the third record for the 

State of Alabama. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Bandingcoalition 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://villagepoint.info/vpwp/
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/Bandingcoalition


 

Longleaf Pine Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society  

Interested in native plants, visit  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 3 

Need to check your membership expiration date, 

change your address or have any questions 

about your membership?  
 

Call National Audubon Society  

Member Services, 844-428-3826 

       Birds and Brew 
 

       Sunday afternoon  
bird outings in  

Pensacola. 
 
 

□ November 6, 2022- 3:00-5:00 p.m.  
    Brenda and Jerry Callaway, leaders 

The meeting place is 7965 Kipling Street,  Atwood 

Park Parking and Access Area off Kipling Road. This 

is an easy to walk park with a paved track around a 

retention pond and we'll end at the Coastal County 

Brewing Company at 3041 E Olive Rd, Pensacola, FL 

32514. To register email Marcy McGahan at 

marcymcgahan@gmail.com with your name and cell 

phone number. 

□ January 8, 2023- 3:00-5:00 p.m.  
    Perry Doggrell, leader 

The meeting place is Parking Lot W at UWF. Easy 

walking mostly, but wear good walking shoes in case 

we ease down a trail. We will end at Deluna’s 

Hideout Oyster Bar and Grill at 10421 Mills Swamp 

House Rd, Pensacola, FL 32514. To register email 

Marcy McGahan at marcymcgahan@gmail.com with 

your name and cell phone number. 

In compliance with the By-Laws of our society, an 

audit of the chapter’s finances was conducted on 

September 9, 2022.  All transactions during Fiscal 

Year 2021-22 were reviewed and found to be 

accurate and well documented.  A copy of the audit 

report is available to any member upon written 

request to the Treasurer.  

Bird Walks 
 

 

   No bird walks have been planned at this time. 

Board Meetings—Nov 3, Dec 1, and Jan 5 on 

Zoom at 6:00 p.m. Dates may change. Please 

contact a Board Member for details and to 

confirm date, time and instructions for joining if 

you wish to attend. See page 8. Copies of the 

minutes are on file with the Recording Secretary.  

Chapter Meetings 
 

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at 

7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center 

(Bldg. 21 ), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport 

Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise 

noted. The meeting room is located across the 

breezeway from the planetarium. They will also be 

available live on Zoom.  

  Refreshments are provided. Guests are welcome! 
 

□ November—No Meeting 
 

□ Thursday, December 15, 2022. The program 

will be our Annual Slide Show consisting of bird 

photographs taken relatively recently by members of 

our Society and of FMWAS activities during the 

past year. Members are invited to participate by 

providing up to 12 slides (4 X 6, JPEG) that will be 

organized into a PowerPoint presentation by Larry 

Goodman. Email Larry to sign up to show your 

slides: LRGoodman@bellsouth.net. Slides are 

requested by November 20, 2022, if possible. 

Participating members are asked to present their 

slides and provide supporting information. Photos 

and copies of those submitted for the program will 

be deleted after the meeting.  

     Members attending the meeting are asked to 

bring snacks and/or desserts that will be shared 

following the slide show. 
 
 

□ Thursday, January 26, 2022. The program and 

speaker to be announced. 
  

 

Announcements will be: 
 

 Emailed to those who have signed up to 
receive emails. Please sign up if you haven’t.  
 

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 
 

 

 Posted on Facebook and the website 

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org  

Show your photos!—Members, you are 
invited to sign up to show a selection of your 
photographs at our December Chapter Meeting. 
See details below. 

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:LRGoodman@bellsouth.net
http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/


Sign up to receive electronic  

copies of the  
Skimmer, meeting reminders 

 and chapter news.   

Go to  

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 
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Let us know your interests. 

Are you looking for a committee to join?  

Give a call to a Committee Chair or  

any Board Member —  All are listed on page 8. 

  President’s Message         Jim Brady                                           

Autumn always brings the Gulf Coast several 

regular prospects and occasionally a surprise or two.  

     First, of course, in the minds of most FMWAS 

members, is Fall Migration.  I have had swarms of 

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds at my backyard 

flowers and feeders, but thus far most neotropical 

migrants are enjoying the good weather and either 

haven’t yet arrived or are spending minimal time 

with us.   

     Second, and looming since June, is the threat of a 

major tropical weather event. The recent destruction 

of southwest and central Florida cities as a result of 

Cat 4 Hurricane Ian is a vivid reminder of how close 

we (and our feathered friends) are to a similar 

unpredictable experience.  An ancillary impact of the 

storm for our fellow birders is the cancellation of the 

annual Audubon Assembly scheduled to meet in Ft. 

Meyers in mid-October.  We will limp along with a 

few online events. 

     Third, but more difficult to predict, is the depth of 

generosity of our membership as we approach the 

end of the calendar year and consider our personal 

income tax situation. Toward the end of each 

calendar year, historically, FMWAS has appealed to 

our members and friends to consider gifting the 

chapter with tax-deductible donations.  This fall, 

even before we begin, our fundraising campaign has 

been given a huge boost by an extremely generous 

anonymous donation to support our traditional 

educational and conservation efforts.  This gift, and 

others that may follow, will permit your board to 

consider how to expand those programs as well as 

continue to have a presence in downtown 

Pensacola.   

     As we go into the field to find fall migrants, we 

prayerfully hope for no disruptive adverse weather 

events and we can say with assurance that your 

chapter has a bright future. I am pleased to announce 

Jenn Butera and Kevin McAuliffe, both science 

teachers, as co-chairs of our Education Committee. 
 

      To all of you, Good Birding. 
 

                Jim     

Tripping—The Spark 

We all have a story to tell about the experience that 

caused us to develop a life-long interest in birds. 

My story started in graduate school at Auburn. The 

graduate biology majors had to take a year-long 

series on vertebrates. The first quarter was on early 

forms and evolution, the second was herpetology 

and ornithology, the third was mammalia. The 

series was so important that two sessions were 

offered every year taught by Dr. Meacham and Dr. 

Dusi. Both were good but 

Dr. Meacham was big on 

herps and had legendary 

scary field trips. Dr. Dusi 

was all about birds. He 

and his wife led the field 

trips locally and one great 

one to Dauphin Island. 

They set up mist nets and 

demonstrated the banding 

process. On that trip, we 

saw species to the point of 

confusion but had so 

much fun. I kept thinking 

that we were only a few 

miles from Pensacola so I must have been in the 

presence of the same birds. How could I not have 

noticed?! That field trip was my spark. 
 

     My favorite Dr. Dusi story is about Cattle 

Egrets. Once they were spotted in Florida, he 

figured it was only a matter of time for them to 

spread to Alabama. He had been a Fighter Pilot in 

World War II, so he went over to the Auburn-

Opelika Airport which had about five little airplanes 

and rented one. He had not flown in 23 years. He 

took off and flew to Eufaula, turned right and 

followed the river to south Alabama. He located 

likely sites with swampy areas for nesting and open 

fields for feeding. He did that every weekend until 

he spotted and photographed seven Cattle Egrets for 

the first Alabama record. 

                                                    Ann Forster 

© Brenda Callaway 

                           Cattle Egret 

http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
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Hummingbirds. Continued from page 1. 
     Some birds are wary and will not enter the trap no 

matter how long the bander waits. Sometimes 

banders have to give up, but not often! December 

2004 I had just returned from a South Texas trip and 

walked out back to fill the bird feeders. I heard the 

call of a hummer I had just seen many of in Texas! It 

was a Buff-bellied hummer! I called Fred and he 

came down the next day. The bird would have noth-

ing to do with the trap. So well before dawn the next 

day, Fred set up a mist net (like the ones used at the 

banding station at Ft. Morgan) in my north garden. 

Just at dawn we heard a very excited Buff-bellied 

hummer in the net. He got his little band, but it took a 

lot of patience and planning. He stayed for several 

months afterwards.  

     Sometimes the bird does not stay long enough for 

a bander to get here! Picture this – Sept. 2004, 

Hurricane Ivan just blew through Pensacola leaving 

the place a mess. I had taken all 

the hummer feeders down, of 

course, before the storm hit, but 

at dawn as I crawled out from 

beneath 2 mattresses in the 

hallway I heard hummers 

outside. I made my way out the 

back door and over the downed 

limbs and tree trunks to put up 

a feeder on the lee (south) side 

of the house. They started 

feeding right away. A little later 

that morning I went out to start 

clean up and as I made my way down the drive way, I 

glanced at the feeder. I saw a Broad-billed hummer 

sitting there feeding. I recognized the bird from trips 

out west and noted that in my foggy brain. Suddenly I 

realized I had never heard of a Broad-billed hummer 

anytime on the Gulf Coast. Here I am with a very 

rare bird and no way to call anybody, I thought. I 

went inside and tried my landline and it was live! I 

called the Sargents in Birmingham and left a 

message. They were out of town, but found the 

message when they returned and Fred was on his way 

two mornings later. He arrived from Montgomery in 

the middle of the day after a very slow trip through 

debris and intersections with no traffic lights 

working. I saw the Broad-billed early that morning, 

but never again. I was able to take a not so good 

photo of the bird through a bedroom window and it 

was good enough for the records committee to 

register the 1st Florida record of Broad-billed 

Hummingbird. More have been recorded in Florida 

and Alabama since then. 

     Sometimes, IF you are very lucky, a hummer that 

is banded in your yard returns to your feeders again 

the next year OR even better, for several years after 

the initial year. That is a real treat to welcome your 

visitor year after year. How in the world do they 

know where you live? I have had two exciting 

instances of multiple-year returns. In 1998 Fred 

banded a female Black-chinned hummer in my yard 

and she returned for 8 winters! I really missed her 

when she did not return in 2006. Sad. My other return 

more recently has been a female Buff-bellied 

hummer that Fred banded in Dec. 2020 – what a 

wonderful bird to end a horrible year with COVID 

lurking. She left in April 2021 for her breeding 

grounds in s. Texas or Mexico. I was sitting at the 

kitchen table in Oct. 2021 and she showed up at the 

back window. She hovered a while to make sure I 

saw her and flew to her favorite 2020 perch. I knew it 

was her even before Fred came to check her band. 

What an exciting day!  She stayed until April 2022. 

I’m looking for her again this fall. In Dec. 2021, 

unbelievably, a male Buff-bellied hummer showed 

up, too, and my return female had to move to the 

front hedge instead of her favorite perches. He was 

very aggressive when he took over most of the yard 

and 2 of the feeders. I set her up with more feeders 

out front and the male left her alone. I was mad at 

him for a while, but then enjoyed him, too. He left 

late March 2022. We’ll see if he returns also. 

     So far I have had 6 species of 

hummers visit my yard in the 

winter – Ruby-throated (a few 

stay around all winter), Black-

chinned, Broad-billed, Buff-

bellied, Rufous and Calliope. In 

addition, in our Gulf Coast area 

there are one or more occur-

rences of Magnificent (now 

Rivoli’s) (1995 in Pace), Anna’s (off 9 Mile Road), 

Broad-tailed (off Creighton Rd), Allen’s, Costa’s, 

and White-eared that I am familiar with. I have not 

kept up with all of the winter locations, but eBird is 

an excellent source for this information if you want to 

do more research.  

     Every year Fred Bassett releases updates and a 

winter’s end summary of the hummingbirds banded 

that winter. It is very exciting to see my name on that 

list each year. 

     I encourage you to join the growing group of 

winter hummingbird hosts. Not only will the records 

of these birds help identify and save the areas they 

need for their life cycles to continue, but you will 

really enjoy interacting with these tiny jewels.  

Broad-billed 

 

                   Calliope 
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                       Bob Duncan 

     This report covers the period 

July through September and the first 

week of October, 2022. July and 

August were wet, really wet, with 

the Duncan rain gauge reading 

19.20 inches for those two months. 

And what did that mean for early migrants like 

Yellow Warblers and Orchard Orioles? The former 

were few and far between, normally common starting 

in mid-July. On 22 August 2010 we watched 96 of 

them fly west out over Pensacola Bay in 80 minutes 

from my position on the end of Fairpoint Dr. in Gulf 

Breeze. Not so this year. They probably hugged the 

mainland on their circum-Gulf migration in view of 

the weather, avoiding the coast. Population declines 

may also be a contributing factor. September was 

average for migrant observations but the end of the 

month into the first week of October when migration 

is at its peak dry, high pressure systems with clear 

skies and northerly winds prevailed and migrants 

were moving. Many stopped at migrant traps and the 

Duncans observed over 40 species in their yard on 

5 of the first 6 days of October. 

     A first July record, Eric Blomberg observed 

a Great Black-backed Gull* at Perdido Key 5 Jul. A 

rare pelagic bird, a Great Shearwater* was taken to 

Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida for rehab 

15 Jul (Dorothy Kaufmann). A rare Glossy Ibis* was 

at Floridatown 23 Jul (Les Kelly). An Audubon's 

Shearwater* was 6 miles south of Destin on 23 Jul 

(Jim Anderton). Another first for July were two 

Lesser Black-backed Gulls* seen from Pelagic 

Perch (the elevated restrooms at Ft. Pickens entrance) 

on 26 Jul (Scot Duncan, Caralyn Zehnder). Another 

was there 26 Aug (Bob & Lucy Duncan). 

     A Brown Noddy* was taken to Sandspur Wildlife 

& Rescue Center in Destin on 18 Aug (Anna 

Hackney). Rare visitor from the west, a Western 

Kingbird* was in Gulf Breeze 

28 Aug (Bob Duncan). Rare 

but regular in Aug, an Olive-

sided Flycatcher* was in 

Molino 30 Aug-1 Sep (John 

Yuhasz, Daniel Stangeland). 

Another was at Ft. Pickens 

13 Sept (Jerry & Brenda 

Callaway, Bob & Lucy 

Duncan). A Clay-colored 

Sparrow* was a good find at 

Ft. Pickens 4 Sep (Perry Doggrell). A Black-

throated Green Warbler* 4 Sep in e. Gulf Breeze 

was very early (Jeff Madsen). A 7th area record, the 

Duncans heard an Inca Dove* calling in Gulf Breeze 

on 8 Sep. A mind-boggling 1,179 Cattle Egrets were 

counted flying out of their rookery at International 

Paper Wetlands (IPW - no public access) on 15 Sep 

(Jerry & Brenda Callaway). Rare visitor from the 

Pacific Northwest, a Rufous Hummingbird* was at 

the Callaway yard in Cantonment on 18 Sep. Very 

early arrivals were two Dunlin and Ruby-crowned 

Kinglet at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 19 Sep 

(Les Kelly). Very rare in Fall, a Black-whiskered 

Vireo* and Clay-colored Sparrow* were at Ft. 

Pickens 21 Sep (John Yuhasz). 

     The first week of October is my favorite week in 

fall for birding. Most migrants are passing over with 

some stopping by and with a very good chance of 

finding vagrants from the west. So far, as of this 

writing (6 Oct), it did not disappoint. A bit farther 

afield was a male Mexican Violetear that was 

captured and banded 3 Oct near Abbeville, Alabama 

on the west shore of Lake Eufaula. So keep an eye on 

your hummingbirds! The Callaways, Daniel 

Stangeland and John Yuhasz found a Groove-billed 

Ani* on 3 Oct at Ft. Pickens and the Callaways found 

another at IPW on 5 Oct. John Yuhasz found a very 

rare Connecticut Warbler* at Ft. Pickens on 5 Oct. 

The Callaways' 3 Oct trip to Ft. Pickens also yielded 

an unlikely American Woodcock* and their IPW trip 

on 5 Oct a staggering 180 Common Yellowthroats! 

Les Kelly got in on the act and found an Olive-sided 

Flycatcher* 3 Oct at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 

as well! Not to be outdone, Marilou Lehmann 

observed a rare visitor from the west, a Vermilion 

Flycatcher at Navarre on 3 Oct. No, the first week of 

October did not disappoint those birders who went 

out and beat the bushes.           

The Skimmer welcomes 

reports of noteworthy 

species. If you have 

something to report, please 

call Bob or Lucy Duncan at 

850-932-4792 or email at 

town_point@bellsouth.net. 

* Species with asterisks 

should be documented so that 

they can become part of the 

ornithological record. 

 

© Brenda Callaway 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net


Want to make your own suet cakes? 

(It’s for the birds!)   
 

SUET  CAKE       

1 cup cheap peanut butter (crunchy)  

1 cup lard or solid shortening 

2 cups quick oats 

2 cups cornmeal 

1 cup flour 

1/3 cup sugar (optional) 
  

Melt lard and peanut butter in the microwave, 

stir in other ingredients and pour into a wax 

paper-lined rectangular pan like a brownie 

pan.  Cool until the lard and peanut butter 

resets. Cut into blocks. This makes 4-6 blocks 

to fit a wire suet feeder. Freezes well. 
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FMWAS YouTube—You are now be able to 

watch and enjoy some of our Chapter Meeting pro-

grams and speakers exclusively on our channel. Just 

visit youtube.com and search for Francis M. Weston 

Audubon Society, and “Subscribe” to our channel 

for easy access to our content—The Mystery Owl of 

Mexico, Lunch and Learn with FMW Audubon So-

ciety (Pensacola Mess Hall), An Overview of 

Escribano Point, Native Trees and Plants for Native 

and Migratory Birds at Bruce Beach, Bird Banding 

(Banding Coalition of the Americas) and Blending 

In: Camouflage in Birds. 

The 123rd Annual Christmas Bird Count  

will be conducted on 

 Saturday, December 17th  

Thirteen teams will set out in the greater Pensacola 

area along with the southern region of Santa Rosa 

county that falls within the 15-mile diameter CBC 

circle centered in Pensacola Bay. The teams will be 

tasked with finding as many species of birds as 

possible while also keeping a tally of the total 

number of birds seen in each species. Each team 

consists of a team leader along with 2-5 other team 

members. Any possible openings within the teams 

will be filled if the opportunity arises.  If interested, 

I can be reached at dpstang71@yahoo.com. If there 

are no openings available, I will gladly take a home 

list or feeder watchers list, as we call them, to add to 

the compilation. 

     A compilation dinner is possibly in the works 

and will be announced to the team leaders if it 

happens.  

    Thanks and good luck birding! 
 

                    CBC compiler, Daniel Stangeland 

Wildlife Sanctuary of 
Northwest  

Florida 40 th Anniversary  
Join Us November 12th for our 40

th
 

Anniversary Celebration and Open House!  
 

Saturday, November 12th, 2022 
11a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

on the Sanctuary grounds 
105 North S Street, Pensacola, Florida  

 
Free admission, public welcome, educational 

presentations about native wildlife, live birds of 

prey, pelican information talks, wildlife art sales, 

wildlife tee shirts, food, treats, plus our special 

guests from the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center, 

Escambia County Sea Grant, Francis M. Weston 

Audubon Society, Sandspur Wildlife, Escambia 

County Master Gardeners, Audubon Florida, 

Porksacola BBQ foods, Sunset Wildlife Connection, 

and others. 

For More information, contact the Sanctuary at 

ws@wildlife.gccoxmail.com  

Dorothy Kaufmann, Director 

OWL RESCUE 
Audubon member, Jean Norman, was visiting her 

son and his family in Washington, DC one spring. 

They live on the edge of Rock Creek Park which is a 

favorite birding area for Washingtonians. There had 

been a storm the night before and there were leaves 

and limbs that had blown around. On the edge of the 

trail they discovered a downed nest with three baby 

Barred Owls sitting in it. They boxed it up and took 

it to the wildlife rescue office. They were asked to 

go with them and show them exactly where they 

found it bringing all kinds of equipment including a 

bucket truck. Soon the nest and babies were situated 

on a safe platform. Then they did the most brilliant 

thing (at least I think so). They played a recording of 

the voices of distressed baby Barred Owls. The 

parents answered immediately. The next morning 

the Normans quietly returned and all five birds were 

right at home above the trail.            Ann Forster 

https://www.youtube.com/
mailto:dpstang71@yahoo.com
mailto:ws@wildlife.gccoxmail.com
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Francis M. Weston Audubon Society, 
 

Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society 
 
 

All three for $20 a year 
   

RENEWING MEMBERS — $20 minimum — Make check payable 
to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY. Mail to National Audubon 
Society (NAS), PO Box 97188, Washington, DC 20090-7188 (DO 

NOT mail to chapter) -OR- renew online at the NAS website http://
Audubon.org, select the ‘membership’ button then 'renew' button -
OR- call Member Services, 1-844-428-3826. Renew annually within 
6 months of your expiration date. 
 

STUDENT MEMBERS — One year—$7 (Include a copy of your 
student ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society). Mail to 
the chapter. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS — $20 (Individual or family) — Join through our 
chapter and your 1st year dues will come back to us for local use. 
Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to 
chapter, FMWAS, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522  -OR- Join 
online through our website http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ 
 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________ E-Mail Address __________________________ 

National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organiza-

tions whose mailings you might find of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, check here__. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society —— Chapter Code E46 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Jim Brady……….. 850-456-5083 

Vice President Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Recording Secretary Pamela Brown..... 850-206-6482  

Corresponding 

   Secretary Ann Forster ......... 850-456-4421 

Treasurer Jim Cox ............... 850-393-2202 

Directors at Large vacant 

 Perry Doggrell  .... 850-288-0985 

 Julie Schiro ......... 850-776-2050 

Student Directors Vacant 

 Amanda Hull……. 941-730-7868 

Membership Jan Lloyd ............ 850-453-1660 

Field Trips Lucy Duncan ....... 850-932-4792 

Programs vacant  

Publicity Julie Schiro  ........ 850-776-2050 

Fundraising Perry Doggrell ..... 850-288-0985 

Conservation Jim Brady ............ 850-456-5083 

Center Committee Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Education Jenn Butera ........ 850-324-3161 

 Kevin McAuliffe ... 850-982-0546 

Outreach Marcy McGahan .. 850-450-8984 

Publications Helen Caffrey ...... 850-525-2588 

 Jere French ......... 850-932-8796 

 Carol Ascherfeld . 850-760-2388 

Web Liaison vacant 

Technology Daniel Schiro ...... 850-261-3421  
 

         http://www.fmwaudubon.org/   

              Web Master     Debra Jones  8 

©  Amanda 
Carpenter  

American Redstart, photo by Amanda 
Carpenter at Ft. Morgan, Banding 
Coalition of the Americas bird banding 
station. (10/22) 

http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://audubon.org/
http://audubon.org/
http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/

