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In 2021, Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 

engaged Mowgli Expeditions/Sachin Aggarwal for 

a virtual Costa Rican birding tour with Juan Diego 

Vargas. That convinced us to target Costa Rica for 

an in-person tour. Covid kept pushing us back. But 

my wife Cathy and I had hope and we weren’t 

disappointed! 

      We engaged Juan to be our guide and set up to 

meet him at 8:00 a.m. at the Studio Hotel, Santa Ana 

(a suburb of San Jose, Costa Rica). All good things, 

have good starts! In the hotel courtyard was a big 

fruiting-tree outside our window and we were 

greeted by 8 Great-tailed Grackles, more than 

30 White-winged Doves, 7 Palm Tanagers, a Blue-

gray Tanager, a crowd of Blue-and-white Swallows, 

6 Crimson-fronted Parakeets, 4 Red-billed Pigeons 

and 4 Band-tailed Pigeons. Except for the doves, all 

life birds for Cathy and me. We knew this was going 

to be a good trip. 

      Juan met us promptly and professionally. We set 

off to the Northeast climbing over the Continental 

Divide, which separates San Jose and the Central 

Valley from the Caribbean lowlands. Our route was 

through the spectacular Braulio Carrillo National 

Park. We were headed 

to La Selva Lodge on 

the Sarapiqui River.  

On the way, we 

stopped at Paz (Peace) 

Falls and got a 

Yellow-thighed Finch, 

but that was just an 

appetizer for lunch at 

San Fernando Falls 

just down the road. 

Everything in Costa 

Rica is about elevation 

and micro-climates. 

The life birds came fast and furious including a Red-

headed Barbet, a pair of Prong-billed Barbets, a load 

of hummingbirds including Green-crowned 

Brilliants, Violet Sabrewings, 

Green Hermits and Rufous-

tailed (which we learned were 

as common as Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds are to us) plus 

one of Cathy’s favorite birds, 

the Green Honeycreeper 

(because the female is Green 

and the male is not). During 

lunch, we got 17 additions to 

our life lists.  

     Juan Diego Vargas is a great birder. He is the 

Costa Rica country representative for eBird, has a 

pair of graduate degrees focused on environmental 

matters, has a great and experienced birding eye and 

ear, knows his native ground (and other Central 

America countries) and knows how to direct your 

eyes on a bird every time.  

     We drove down the mountainside, past Juan’s 

home in the Caribbean uplands, down to La Selva 

on the Sarapiqui River in the Caribbean lowlands. It 

got hot and humid, and the jungle started looking 

thick and tropical.  

     One thing, the tropical birds don’t sound like 

temperate zone birds and it’s like learning a whole 

new language. The Caribbean lowlands are full of 

Keel-billed and Yellow-throated Toucans, Mealy, 

Green and Red-lored Parrots, Collared Araçari 

Rufous and Broad-billed Motmots, Great Green and 

Scarlet Macaws and Black-throated and Gartered 

Trogons and they are just the loudest voices. Dawn 

came with a cacophony of competing bird and 

howler monkey calls at 5 a.m. 

                                                            
                                                              Continued on page 4. 
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Bird Walks 
Want to learn about our area birds? These short 

bird walks are designed to introduce “future 

birders” to the world of “Bird Watching.”  

Families with children are welcome. If you have 

binoculars, bring them. If not, we will have a few 

‘loaners’ available. A hat, long pants and bottled 

water are recommended for our outdoor walks.   
 

□ Saturday, May 14. Fort Pickens with  

Perry Doggrell 

     To register for the bird walk, email Marcy 

McGahan, marcymcgahan@gmail.com, with your 

name and cell phone number. 

    Meet at 9:00 a.m. in the last parking lot before 

you enter Ft. Pickens (the Pensacola Beach Park 

West parking lot on the north side of the road, just 

past the pink condos at 1390 Ft. Pickens Road). 

Perry Doggrell will lead the bird walk. We will 

follow Perry into Ft. Pickens to a parking lot 

where we will begin the walk. There is an 

entrance fee. Remember to bring your pass if you 

have one. The bird walk will last 2 hours. 

 

□ June and July—No bird walks. 

Field Trips 

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, 

but contributions are appreciated. All experience 

levels are welcome. Field trips require reservations. 

To secure your space, email Lucy Duncan at 

town_point@bellsouth.net. Provide your full name 

and phone number.  

     Bring binoculars/spotting scope, sunscreen, 

insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, and 

snacks or lunch. Please do not wear scented cologne, 

perfumes or aftershave.  

     Questions? Call Lucy Duncan, 850-932-4792. 
 

  

□ Saturday, May 14. Blackwater River State 

Forest birding. Join Lucy and Bob Duncan and 

FMWAS birding this treasured local woodland of 

longleaf pine savannahs and coastal plain forest. 

Expect moderate, non-strenuous walking. Bring a 

picnic or snacks, something to drink, and a folding 

chair to enjoy a quiet midday repast in the forest. 

With some luck, we could see or hear six species of 

woodpeckers, including the threatened Red-

cockaded Woodpecker. We also expect to hear the 

trills of the drab and secretive Bachman’s Sparrow’s 

song, and find it sitting stone still as it sings. You 

may want to study up and learn the Bachman’s song 

and the calls of the Red-cockadeds so that you will 

recognize them when you hear them.  

( www.Xeno-canto.org is an excellent source for 

bird sounds.) There are also resident breeding birds 

that we should see along the way – some blue, some 

indigo, some orange and black, and others black and 

gray. Can you figure those out? Some spring 

wildflowers will be in bloom, including carnivorous 

pitcher plants. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot 

behind McDonald’s located at 6485 Caroline Drive 

in Milton. Return by mid-afternoon. The trip will 

have a limited number of participants. To register, 

contact Lucy Duncan at town_point@bellsouth.net 

and provide your full name, telephone number and 

email. 

□ June and July—No field trips. 

Sign up to receive electronic copies of the  

Skimmer, meeting reminders and chapter news.  

Go to 
 

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 

FMWAS follows Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and encourages every participant to be 

vaccinated. Official Covid Safety Protocols will be followed. For up-to-date information,  

check https://www.cdc.gov/. All field trips/bird walks are by reservation only.  

Global Big Day, May 14, 2022 

                                               https://ebird.org/globalbigday 

 

Board Meetings—May 5 on ZOOM at 

6:00 p.m. The Annual Planning Meeting will be 

scheduled sometime in June. Meetings are open 

to members. Date may change. Please contact a 

Board Member for details and to confirm date, 

time and instructions for joining if you wish to 

attend. See page 8. Copies of the minutes are on 

file with the Recording Secretary.  

 

Longleaf Pine Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society  
 

Interested in native plants, visit  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 

mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://www.xeno-canto.org/
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://ebird.org/globalbigday
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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  President’s Message                                             
Jim Brady 

 

Let us know your interests. 

Are you looking for a committee to join?  

Give a call to a Committee Chair or  

any Board Member —  All are listed on page 8. 

Have questions about your membership?  
Call National Audubon Society  

Member Services, 844-428-3826 
 

They can help with all your membership questions. 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
 

Save the date—Mark your calendars 
 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
5:30 p.m. 

Azalea Trace Auditorium 
10100 Hillview Rd, Pensacola 32514 

 
The meeting will include election of 

 2022-23 Officers. 
 

Invitations with more details including 
 the menu, the price and how to make 

reservations will be: 
 

 Mailed to chapter members. 
 

 Emailed to those who have signed up to 
receive them. Please sign up if you haven’t.  
 

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 
 

 Posted on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 
 

 Available on the Website 

www.FMWAudubon.org  

——————————— 

No chapter meetings in June and July. 

Bad Bird Advice Alert 
We are getting closer and closer to nesting sea-

son every single day! This month already I've 

seen several posts about putting out material to 

help birds nest. While this is a wonderful idea 

with good intentions, there are a lot of  materials 

that are harmful to the very birds they are trying 

to help. 
  

What NOT to use: 

 Dryer lint: Whether  you use dr yer  sheets or  

not, dryer lint is TERRIBLE. Unlike natural ma-

terials, dryer lint is extremely absorbent 

(meaning it holds  water in the nest) and, as it 

absorbs water, it begins to disintegrate. Lint is a 

BIG NO-NO! 

 Yarn, string, human hair, or any other long, 

thin, string-like item: These can become 

hopelessly tangled around the birds and can 

even cut off circulation to limbs causing the leg/

wing to fall off! 

 Dog and cat fur should not be used IF the 

fur is treated with topical flea/tick repellents 

like flea drops or flea collars. Otherwise, it is 

safe to use. We find dog fur in nests around us 

all the time! 

    Printed with permission - 
             www.BacktotheWild.org  

Slate of Officers for 2022-23 

  President: Jim Brady 

  Vice President: Steve Coster 

  Recording Secretary: Pam Brown 

  Corresponding Secretary: Ann Forster 

  Treasurer: Jim Cox 

  Director at Large: one open position 
 

Nominations may be made from  

the floor at the Annual Meeting. 

Spring is sprung 
The grass is riz 
I wonder where 
The birdies is 

(My favorite poem about spring migration!) 
 

Yesterday, sitting in my backyard, I heard a 

Pine Warbler trill, and  played my iPhone app 

to confirm it, resulting in the bird’s landing 10 

feet away in the tea olive beside me. What a joy 

to observe this little yellow bird from the top of 

my pines to the deck of my patio.  A personal 

example of the joy of spring migration, which I 

hope is dragging you out of your covid-closets 

and back into nature. 
 

Good birding,  Jim 

http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.backtothewild.org/


4 

Costa Rica continued from page 1. 

The Sarapiqui River runs rapidly by La Selva Lodge, 

but below the La Selva Biological Research Station 
and Reserve, it slows down as it hits the flatlands. It 
yielded lots of new and different birds including a 

full house of kingfishers and herons. We recorded 
and photographed Amazon, 
Green, and Costa Rica’s largest, 

the Ringed Kingfisher and both 
the Pale-throated and Fasciated 
Tiger Herons. From the two 

suspension bridges across the 
Sarapiqui, one at the Lodge and 
one at the research station, we 

were afforded perches to watch 
the jungle canopy and a window 
into the tree-tops with great 

views of tiny Common and Black-headed Tody- 
Flycatchers.  
     The sensitive Green Macaw was on our Costa 

Rica list and we had an opportunity to find the bird in 
the Caribbean lowlands. We were able to view four 
coming home to roost for the night. Luck of the 

draw… and having Juan as a guide. But, Juan was 
just as emphatic about finding the rare, pure-white 
Snowy Cotinga. So we kept coming back to the La 

Selva Biological 
Research Station and 
Reserve and haunting the 
entrance, focusing on a 

specific fruiting tree 
known to be a preference 
for the Cotinga. On our 

last visit to the research 
station before we headed 
out across the mountain 

to Monteverde and the Pacific-slope Uplands, we got 
good looks and scope photography of an elusive, 
male Snowy Cotinga. 

     Toward the Pacific-slope passing Costa Rica’s 
largest wind farm, the weather grew drier and cooler 
and the birds changed. We had seen a lot of 

hummingbirds already; primarily, the vast variety of 
Hermits, Rufous-tailed, Woodnymphs, Purple-
crowned Fairies, White-necked Jacobins, and Green-

crowned Brilliants populating the unending jungle’s 
blooming plants, but we were astounded by the 
diversity of hummingbirds in the uplands. Juan 

decided to make hummingbirds a teachable moment: 
Hermits are the most primitive hummingbirds and 
communicate by vocalizations to meet their partners 

rather than their more sophisticated cousins who use 
their shows of incandescent colors. Equally, you 

might think a Ruby-throated is bossy at your 
feeders…and we found Ruby-throats holding their 

own in Costa Rica…but you’ve 
never seen dominance like a big, 
curved-billed, bright purple 

Violet Sabrewing using its wings 
like sabers to clear and 
monopolize the food source. In 

Monteverde, we were treated in 
an hour over coffee and cake to 
a cavalcade of hummingbirds 

including Lesser and Green 
Violetears, Purple-throated Mountain Gems, 
Magenta-throated Woodstars, Coppery-headed 

Emeralds, plus 10 or 20 each of Violet Sabrewings, 
Rufous-tailed and Green-crowned Brilliants. You 
could come to Costa Rica to just drink coffee, eat 
cake and view hummers! 

      But we came to Monteverde for the Curi-Cancha 
Cloud Forest Reserve and the Resplendent Quetzal 
known to frequent the Reserve forest in the wild 

avocado trees. The rub was that the trees were at a 
much higher elevation, so we headed up the 
mountain ahead of an additional twenty or so avid 

birders and guides also looking for them. We staked 
out three avocado trees. The wild avocado trees are a 
favorite repast for more than the Resplendent 

Quetzal, including Northern Emerald Toucanets, 
Central American Spider Monkeys, Keel-billed 
Toucans and a variety of smaller birds, which 

attracted a Yellow-striped 
Palm Viper, our only snake 
of the trip. After five hours 

watching avocados grow, 
and expanding our count to 
22 more birds and watching 

a whole lot of disappointed 
birders who made the trek 
up and now down the 

mountain, Juan suggested 
we move farther into the 
Reserve where we were rewarded with a pair of 

Resplendent Quetzals. 
      Juan had our most punishing hike scheduled the 
next morning at Valle Escondido along the valley 
wall…uphill, both ways…to a perch above and safely 

distant from an Ornate Hawk-Eagle nest where the 
female was sitting on a white-ball of feathers that 
was her unfledged offspring. On the way out, again 

uphill, we saw and heard a Lesson’s Motmot, a 
Canivet’s Emerald, an Orange-billed Nightingale-
Thrush and a bunch of native repeat birds. 
                                                  Continued on page 5. 

Black-headed  
Tody-Flycatcher  

Violet Sabrewing 

Snowy Cotinga  

Resplendent 
Quetzal 
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Costa Rica continued from page 4.  
     The male Three-wattled Bellbird’s three black 

wattles are a strange sight. Likewise, his white head 
and rufous body are striking, but his call from high, 
bare perches include a booming EENK! When you 

hear it, you say, “Three-wattled Bellbird!” They are 
a common breeding migrant from March to July in 
the San Luis Valley, so we were off early to go there 
before heading to Arenal Volcano National Park. We 

set up on the roadside deep in the valley by an open 
field leading to a slope of advanced second-growth 
trees. 

      We had keenly noticed the camaraderie that Juan 
had with other guides. So, when a group of six 
arrived at our position, the two guides agreed to 

share info about bellbird sightings by WhatsApp, 
and their group set up about a half-mile farther in the 
Valley. After about ten minutes, including a few 

judicious playbacks, we heard a distinct EENK! 
Followed by a bellbird flying over us and landing on 
a bare perch about 40 yards 

from us in a perfectly lit spot 
for a Hollywood photo-shoot. 
Juan texted the other guide and 

we headed back.  
     At the Arenal Observatory 
Lodge, on the old grounds of 

the Arenal Volcano 
Observatory, the deck 
overlooking the fruit-feeding 

stations is a good place to have 
a “sundowner” watching the “usual suspects” of 
tanagers…Golden-hooded, Blue-gray, Scarlet-

rumped and Palm…and the onslaught of Montezuma 
Oropendolas, both Green and Red-legged 
Honeycreepers and 
strutting Great Curassows. 

Feeding stations are for 
tourists, but it is stunning 
with the dormant Arenal 

Volcano rising 5,358 feet 
in the background and the 
birds are still beautiful.   

     The grounds of the 
Arenal Observatory 
Lodge, the only place to 

stay inside the National 
Park, are magnificent. 
Let’s talk about tanagers 

in Costa Rica. There are 
19 different tanagers generally seen from the semi-
drab, but handsome, Palm Tanager to the jet-black 

White-lined Tanager with a white mark on the wing, 

to the spectacular Emerald Tanager to the Spangled-
cheeked, Golden-hooded and Bay-headed Tanagers. 

We recorded and 
photographed 16, leaving a 
reason for coming back.   

     The marshes and ponds 
of the Bogarin Trail, just 
outside the national park in 

La Fortuna yielded two 
White-headed Crakes, one 
Uniform Crake plus two 

napping Boat-billed Herons, a Yellow-crowned 
Night-Heron, a sleeping Black and White Owl in a 
tree, a Russet-naped Wood-Rail and an unexpected 

American Pygmy Kingfisher, a pint-sized version of 
a kingfisher often mistaken for a large hummingbird. 
      The next morning we left early for La Peninsula 
Road which juts into Arenal Lake to search for the 

rare and endangered Keel-billed Motmot. The jungle 
was a “dry” jungle, which means you can see the 
ground off the trail. The ground was populated with 

Great Antshrikes, Thicket Antpittas, Black-throated 
Wrens and Russet Antshrikes. We had gotten 
Lesson’s/Blue-crowned, Broad-billed and Rufous 

Motmots earlier in the trip, but the prize was the 
Keel-billed Motmot, a mostly olive-green bird with a 
rufous forehead and short blue supercilium. It is 

endangered because it crossbreeds with Boat-billed 
Motmots, which dominate the DNA mix producing 
mostly boat-billed birds. After searching for about 

an hour, Juan heard the bird about 25 yards into the 
jungle and led the way. I followed and Cathy stayed 
at the jungle edge.   

     We found him on a thick vine. He was joined by 
a female Keel-billed Motmot! 
We moved back to the jungle 

edge and tried to get him in the 
scope and on-camera without the 
flash, but a banana leaf blocked 

the view. Juan silently crept 
back into the jungle, bent the 
banana leaf and the photo was 

taken. 
     We worked the lodge 
grounds, seeing 20 species but 
only one new species: three 

Brown Violet-eared Hummingbirds. We also got two 
additional Broad-billed Motmots that put on a duet 
for us. 

     Our last life bird was on the road back to San 

Jose—two Northern Jaçanas that rose up in a field 
beside the road.  

(Photographs by Michael Brower) 

Cathy, Michael, Juan 

Emerald Tanager  

Keel-billed 
Motmot 

Three-wattled 
Bellbird 
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                    Bob Duncan 

This report covers the period mid 
January – mid April. Winter 

visitors, Goldfinches, Pine Siskins, 
Purple Finches and Cedar 
Waxwings continued to be low in 

numbers to the end of the season, 
with Waxwings finally making appearances in good 
numbers toward the end of the season. Robins were 

particularly scarce, especially in the immediate coastal 
area. This observer has not recorded one this year in 
his Gulf Breeze neighborhood whereas in most years 

they arrive en masse in late winter. However, great 
birds were reported by many observers. Read on. 
     A Red-eyed Vireo* at the Okaloosa County 

Sewerage Treatment Facility (OCSTF) 14 Jan was a 
first for that month (Steve & Cindy Coster). Rare but 
becoming more regular in winter, a Summer Tanager 

16 Jan was in w. Pensacola (the Costers). Another was 

in Pensacola 22 Feb (Carol Ascherfeld) and in e. Gulf 
Breeze 10 – 14 March (Michael Brower). Rare winter 
visitor, a Whip-poor-will* was in Gulf Breeze 22 Jan 

(Bob Duncan). Least Bitterns* and Anhingas continue 
to winter at International Paper Wetlands (IPW) (Jerry 
& Brenda Callaway). Rare visitor from the west, a 

Western Tanager* was in Pensacola 23 – 24 Jan 
(Joel Adams). Another was at the OCSTF 27 Feb (Jim 
Anderton). Daniel Horton and Marilou Lehmann 

found a Wilson's Warbler* 24 Jan – 18 Feb in n. Santa 
Rosa Co. A Lesser Black-backed Gull* was in 
Pensacola 26 Jan (Keith Watson). Jan Lloyd's faithful 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird continued in her  yard 
for the period of this report. Only the second Jan 
record, an American Redstart was in Karen Stanmore's 

yard at Innerarity Point 31 Jan – 15 Mar. Another was 
in Molino 15 Mar (John Yuhasz).  
     February started with great birds sighted. 

Anticipating possible pelagic species after two days of 
fresh E to SE winds, Bob & Lucy Duncan and Jerry & 
Brenda Callaway did a sea watch 2 Feb at the Ft. 

Pickens entrance and logged 25 Sooty Shearwaters*, 
pelagic species seldom seen from shore. Jerry 
Callaway was rewarded with a Great Shearwater.  

Rare in winter, an Indigo Bunting was in Milton 5 – 
12 Feb (Daniel Stangeland). Maximum ever recorded 
at this location, 48 Boat-tailed Grackle* males were 
at Floridatown  9 Feb, the only location where they are 

found in the extreme western Panhandle (Bob & Lucy 
Duncan).  Extremely early and establishing the first 
Feb records, Mississippi Kites* were observed in 

Pensacola on 16 Feb (two) (Rosann McLeod), 18 Feb 

(Vickie Parker), and 23 Feb (three) (Cecil Brown). 
Global warming??  Also early were two Swallow-

tailed Kites at Ft. Pickens 17 Feb (Bob & Lucy 
Duncan). Another was in Pensacola 18 Feb (Joelle 
O'Daniel) and 19 Feb (Steve Coster). Constituting the 

first Feb records, Broad-winged Hawks* were in 
Pensacola 19 Feb (Jan Lloyd) and in Gulf Breeze 
25 Feb (Daniel Horton). 

     A Yellow-crowned Night Heron was in Gulf 
Breeze 5 Mar (Lucy Duncan). John Worth reported 
40 – 50 Swallow-tailed Kites at Pensacola Beach 

8 Mar. Rare in Spring, a Snow Goose was in Gulf 
Breeze 6 Mar (Joe Stuckey). Six Black-bellied 

Whistling-Ducks were in Destin 12 Mar  (Bruce 

Purdy). Thirty-five were in Cantonment 15 Mar (Jerry 
& Brenda Callaway).  Joel Adams had 6 Seaside 

Sparrows* at Garcon Pt. 13 Mar . Very rare, a 
Sandhill Crane was in Molino 15 Mar  (John 

Yuhasz). Very early was a Sandwich Tern at Ft. 
Pickens 19 Mar (Daniel Horton). A rare Lincoln's 

Sparrow* was at Ft. Pickens 20 Mar  (Meredith 

Molnar) and a handsome male Lark Sparrow* was 
there 24 Mar – 7 Apr (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). A 
very early Cape May Warbler* was in the Duncan 

yard in Gulf Breeze 26 Mar. Thirty-five Golden 

Plovers* were an impressive number  at the OCSTF 
27 Mar (Malcolm Swan). A rare Ash-throated 

Flycatcher* was there 28 Mar  (Bob & Lucy 
Duncan).  A first Mar record, Joel Adams spotted a 
Caspian Tern at Ft. Pickens 28 Mar . Mark Vernon 

saw a Yellow-headed Blackbird* a rare visitor from 
the west, at Big Lagoon SP 29 Mar.  
     April's rarities began with an Inca Dove* in 

e. Pensacola 2 Apr (Kristie Moore). Rare any time, 
5 Glossy Ibis* were at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 
4 Apr (Les Kelly). Very rare in Spring, a Nashville 

Warbler* was in Pensacola 11 Apr  (Sandra 
Hinton). Constituting only the second report in 12 
years, 5 Upland Sandpipers* were at the small pond 

on Jesse Allen Rd in n. Santa Rosa Co. on 4 Apr (Bob 
& Lucy Duncan, Linda Bogiages, Daniel Stangeland, 
Les Kelly). This small pond in an agricultural setting 

has attracted outstanding birds such as Sandhill Cranes 
and Roseate Spoonbill since its recent discovery! 
     The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy 

birds. If you have something to report, please call Bob 
or Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email at 
town_point@bellsouth.net.  

* Species with asterisks need documentation so that 
they can become part of the ornithological record. 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net?subject=town_point@bellsouth.net
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Brown Barge Middle School Field Trip to 
Blackwater State Park 
 

Today I staffed one of the stations at Blackwater 
State Park for the Brown Barge Middle School 
field trip.  Brown Barge sent 90 students plus 
teachers/chaperones. They were divided into 6 
groups of 15 students. 
     I started off asking if they knew who John 
James Audubon was, gave them some infor-
mation on him as well as the Audubon Society 
and our FMW chapter. Then I gave a presenta-
tion about some common local birds, as well as a 
few migratory ones that the students might see.  
I made up some sheets with bird ID and range 
information, and included photos I had taken. 
     As part of my display, I also had my camera 
and binoculars.  A lot of students were curious 
about the camera and couldn't believe I had 
taken the photos. 
     The highlight of the presentation for at least 
5 of the 6 groups was a Prothonotary Warbler 
that stayed around our pavilion most of the time.  
It was calling very loudly, and with a couple of 
calls from the Merlin app, it settled on a branch 
only 10-20 feet away and stayed there for 
extended periods. The students (and adults) were 
thrilled to see such a yellow bird. 
     Several students and adults asked about our 
chapter and how to join/participate, so I gave 
them information on how to find our website and 
Facebook page.  Several also asked me about the 
Merlin Bird ID app, so I told them about it as 
well. 
 

     See my photo of the Prothonotary Warbler 
that was the star on page 8. 
 

     Also, Park staff out there did a phenomenal 
job organizing the whole thing and moving 
everyone in the right directions. 
 

                                                 Perry Doggrell 

2022 West Panhandle Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair 
 

This year Julie Schiro and I had the privilege to represent 

FMW Audubon and present a special award at the West 

Panhandle Regional Science and Engineering Fair. The 

fair was not as large as in the past, but many students 

have not been at school for months to work on their 

projects as usual. The projects present were well done as 

a whole and it was exciting to be judging live students 

instead of seeing them on video.  

     The FMWAS judging criteria for the special award 

focus on projects with an environmental theme that could 

have a positive effect on our earth and the organisms 

living here. After seeing this year’s projects, our future is 

in good hands.  

     We reviewed 12 Senior level projects before choosing 

the winner. Traditionally we have chosen the winner 

from only the Senior projects. Several Junior projects 

offered topics that we also reviewed. When we returned 

to the FMWAS Board with the results, we recommended 

that next year we should give a Junior and a Senior 

award. The Board agreed to this request. 

     This year’s winner for the FMWAS Special Award, 

Project Green, is from the Chemistry division. Gavin 

Unterreiner used common everyday mater ials to 

make batteries that, when depleted, decompose without 

poisoning the environment and everything in it. Jennifer 

Schmitt, the Santa Rosa County District Schools’ K-12 

Science TSA, reported Gavin was so excited with all of 

the “goodies” provided as the award from FMWAS. He 

was especially excited about membership to Audubon. 

     The FMWAS Special Award includes a certificate of 

excellence, an appropriate book for a young scientist, a 

copy of the FMWAS Skimmer newsletter, a FMWAS 

t-shirt and a year’s membership in Audubon which 

includes Florida Audubon as well as Francis M. Weston 

Audubon Society locally.                   Jan Lloyd 

Birding 

The activity that binds us, drives us—as it drove 
Cecil and Pamela Brown’s Big Year, Lucy and Bob 

Duncan’s field trips, Francis Weston in his devotion, 

his determination. John Audubon himself.  How 

about the rest of us?  Is it just a game, a sport of some 

sort, winners and losers?  A hobby? 

     I hope it’s more than that. I trust Audubon himself 

was more about protection of birds than simply 

painting their pictures. We bird with more than a 

singular purpose, and it’s time to make our friends 

and neighbors aware that birding is not a whim, a  

hobby, but rather a dedication to our future, to the  

 

continued protection of the natural environment—

and thereby, the Balance of Nature, the keystone of 

Life on Earth. We need to show our determination in 

protecting our environment. No, birding is not just a 

hobby. So get out there and count birds on Global 

Big Day, May 14, 2022, https://ebird.org/

globalbigday.  Add your  bird counts to be used for  

research, conservation and education.  

                                                             Jere French 
 

On the May 8, 2021 Global Big Day, 54,637 

participants reported 7,334 species worldwide.   

                                 Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

https://ebird.org/globalbigday
https://ebird.org/globalbigday
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Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 17484 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org 

About 25% postconsumer waste. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society, 
 

Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society 
 
 

All three for $20 a year 
   

RENEWING MEMBERS — $20 minimum — Make check payable 
to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY. Mail to National Audubon 
Society (NAS), PO Box 97188, Washington, DC 20090-7188 (DO 

NOT mail to chapter) -OR- renew online at the NAS website http://
Audubon.org, select the ‘membership’ button then 'renew' button -
OR- call Member Services, 1-844-428-3826. Renew annually within 
6 months of your expiration date. 
 

STUDENT MEMBERS — One year—$7 (Include a copy of your 
student ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society). Mail to 
the chapter. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS — $20 (Individual or family) — Join through our 
chapter and your 1st year dues will come back to us for local use. 
Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to 
chapter, FMWAS, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522  -OR- Join 
online http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ 
 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________ E-Mail Address __________________________ 

National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organiza-

tions whose mailings you might find of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, check here__. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society —— Chapter Code E46 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Jim Brady……….. 850-456-5083 

Vice President Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Recording Secretary Pamela Brown ..... 850-206-6482  

Corresponding 

   Secretary Ann Forster ......... 850-456-4421 

Treasurer Jim Cox ............... 850-393-2202 

Directors at Large Marcy McGahan .. 850-450-8984 

 Perry Doggrell  .... 850-288-0985 

 Julie Schiro ......... 850-776-2050 

Student Directors Ethan Dickey  ...... 813-719-5954 

 Amanda Hull……. 941-730-7868 

Membership Jan Lloyd ............. 850-453-1660 

Field Trips Lucy Duncan ....... 850-932-4792 

Programs vacant  

Publicity Julie Schiro  ........ 850-776-2050 

Fundraising Perry Doggrell ..... 850-288-0985 

Conservation Jim Brady ............ 850-456-5083 

Center Committee Steve Coster ....... 315-345-3511 

Education Karen Stanmore .. 850-748-4222  

Outreach Marcy McGahan .. 850-450-8984 

Publications Helen Caffrey ...... 850-525-2588 

 Jere French ......... 850-932-8796 

 Carol Ascherfeld .. 850-760-2388 

Web Liaison vacant 

Technology Daniel Schiro  ...... 850-261-3421  

 

         http://www.fmwaudubon.org/   

              Web Master     Debra Jones  
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A Prothonotary 

Warbler thrilled the 

Brown Barge Middle 

School students 

(and adults) on their 

field trip to  

Blackwater State 

Park. See the story 

on page 7. © Perry Doggrell 

http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://audubon.org/
http://audubon.org/
http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/

