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FMWAS Adapts to Covid with Technology
Adapting to Covid

The initial March,
2020 pandemic
crisis was a
challenge to our
Chapter’s govern© Michael Brower
ance meetings. The
Board of Directors adapted and without missing a
beat, shifted over to electronic voice and video
for the April meeting. First EZ-Talk was tried,
but quickly there was a realization that what was
needed was a more user-friendly tool and by the
May meeting all were connected via Zoom. Once
the board established a Covid Health and Safety
Policy, they looked at ways to use technology
with the membership activities.
In December 2020, the Chapter fulfilled its
pledge to the membership and friends to restore
monthly membership meetings. For our premiere
Zoom Membership Meeting event we
successfully produced our first electronic
program, the Annual Members Photography
Show. Viewership feedback regarding the quality
and clarity of the photographs via Zoom was
outstanding. Our monthly Membership Meetings
and multi-media programs continue to be
presented via Zoom with Michael Brower
handling the technology and Larry Goodman as
Program Chair.
Our Technology Foundations

Our Chapter years ago embraced the Internet
and electronic communications. Debra Jones,
then a student at PJC, accepted our invitation to
create a website for us. She purchased the domain
name and assumed the responsibility for our
website www.FMWAudubon.org . She was
faced with Macromedia® and later Adobe®

Dreamweaver® technology, which meant to
change or update the website she had to edit the
Hypertext Mark-Up Code, a daunting task. By
2015 Debra shifted to WordPress®, which made
website elements like basic design, layout,
typography and color customization simpler and
allowed the plug-ins we enjoy today including
our calendar, website security, visitor reports and
photo galleries. Debra as Webmaster is able to be
linked directly to our Facebook account. Under
her management, the website has grown from 15
pages to 130 pages and the capability to display
600 photographs including our flagship
publication the “Skimmer.”

Home • About Us • NW FL Birding Site • Birding Forecast • Membership • Publications • Links

Screenshot from the 2004 FMWAS Website.

On a recent 28-day cycle fmwaudubon.org had
over 600 visitors from all over the world; not
surprising because our domain name has been
around for so long and is updated so regularly
that Google and the other search engines when
answering birding searches always include
fmwaudubon.org among the top answers.
Continued on page 4.

President’s Message

Michael Brower

This is my final President’s Column in the
“Skimmer” and the end of my elected service for
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society.

plantings are a slam-dunk, and FMWAS needs
to ensure a full-bodied role in Bruce Beach
Phase 2.

Leaving my posts is no pain, because of my
knowledge and the fact that those posts are better
now than when they were taken up. That’s not to
say, Brower did it alone! In fact, FMWAS has a
plethora of stalwart volunteers, who put me to
shame by their selfless dedication. I want to
especially express my appreciation to Steve and
Cindy Coster…who have stood with me in the
groves of Bruce Beach in all-weather.

FMWAS mustn’t stumble over and scatter the
advancements in technology that the chapter has
secured in a willy-nilly rush to recapture what was
lost from the pre-covid era. You can’t go back.
F. Scott Fitzgerald in The Great Gatsby warned us
about this fact when Gatsby says, “… can’t repeat
the past? Why of course you can!" Gatsby truly
highlights his inability to accept the truth…It is not
only foolish, it is delusional to think that you can
turn back time. Oh by the way, Gatsby ends up
dead a few pages later. By using and improving on
our new, highly capable technology suite,
FMWAS is more able to reach more and more
younger potential members from all communities
and that’s the way ahead.
In the first week of April, joined by Steve
Coster, we filmed the B-Roll and interviews for the
narrative for our grant-funded Bruce Beach
outreach video, which will be premiered at our
Annual Members Meeting and Election of Officers
and Directors on May 27, 2021. Please, listen
carefully to the community and membership voices
talking about the meaning of Bruce Beach and be
proud that you are a member of an organization to
do just so!
Being your president, even in these challenging
Covid pandemic times, has been a time of trial,
tribulation and exceptional advancement for
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society. Would have
it no other way, so thank you all for all you do for
FMWAS.

Speaking of Bruce Beach, FMWAS has an
opportunity at Bruce Beach to join the Tanyard
Community, as a brother or sister. Bruce Beach is
not just talk and flower gardens, Bruce Beach is
settling the score on environmental injustice in
downtown Pensacola one native tree and plant at a
time. FMWAS doesn’t have to go it alone, we
have friends like Teniade Broughton and Fred and
Tia Robbins and others like all the kids at the
Dixon School. Invite and encourage them to bird
walk, tend and water the groves. Elect them to the
FMWAS Board of Directors.
FMWAS is as “rich as rich can be!” In 20192020, we invested $10,000 for habitat at Dauphin
Island, Alabama. Our grants and fund-raising have
increased substantially over the last two years
enabling us to complete phase 1 of the Bruce
Beach project. We just came through a “Covid
rainy day” to beat the band…time to get to work
ensuring and expanding bird habitats in Escambia
and Santa Rosa Counties. Bruce Beach Phase 1A
Board Meetings —Board Meetings during the
COVID-19 pandemic are being held online via a
virtual meeting platform. Copies of the minutes are
on file with the Recording Secretary.

Steve
D’Amato

Longleaf Pine Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society
Interested in native plants, visit
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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The beach nesting birds
need our help.
If you would like to spend some
time on the beach looking after an
active seabird colony and engaging
beachgoers telling them about these
imperiled birds, contact
Caroline Stahala.
Caroline.Stahala@audubon.org

Field Trip

Bird Walk

Participation is currently limited due to the
pandemic. You must register with Lucy Duncan
at town_point@bellsouth.net . Field trips are free
of charge, but contributions are appreciated. All
experience levels are welcome. Bring binoculars
and/or a spotting scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, and snacks are
recommended on all trips. We will finish before
lunchtime. Please refrain from wearing scented
cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It
distracts from the experience in nature, and some
participants are highly sensitive to it.

Saturday, May 8. The next bird walk will be May

Saturday, May 8. Blackwater River State Forest.

Annual Meeting
Thursday, May 27, 2021
on Zoom

8, 2021. Brenda Callaway will lead a two hour
walk from 8:00-10:00 a.m. The meeting place is
Parking Lot W at UWF. Easy walking mostly, but
wear good walking shoes in case we ease down a
trail. Please bring a pair of binoculars. Our group
is limited to 10 people and everyone is required to
wear a mask based on the CDC guidelines.
Reserve your spot by emailing
marcymcgahan@gmail.com
with your name and cell phone number.

Join leaders Lucy and Bob Duncan exploring the
rich ecosystems in Blackwater where many
Northwest Florida birds breed. We expect to find
some of them and enjoy hearing their songs and
calls while visiting this treasured forest. We
expect to see Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, the
secretive Bachman’s Sparrow, late spring
migrants, and breeding birds. Some spring wildflowers will still be in bloom, and we hope to
access a seepage bog with rare pitcher plants.
Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot behind
McDonald’s located at 6485 Hwy 90 in Milton.
We will finish before lunch. Just a quick note Hall’s Hardware, 6606 Highway 90 in Milton is
just up the road from McDonald’s with an excellent selection of bird seed, feeders, birdhouses,
birdbaths, and garden supplies.

(Zoom instructions will be posted on the
website and Facebook and sent by
E-Letter about a week before the meeting.)

Business meeting—Election of Officers
and Directors (see the box below).
As the program, the Center Committee will
premiere the Ascend Performance Materials/
Ascend Cares Foundation & Gulf Power
Foundation-funded, FMWAS produced video
with the working title “FMWAS, Bruce Beach
and the Community.” The video is
approximately 6-7 minutes.
After the video the outgoing President will
review the last two years.

Global Big Day—May 8, 2021
All are invited to count birds
anywhere and submit the
counts to eBird

2021-2022 Nominating Committee
Official Announcement:
Slate of Candidates for 2021-2022
Nominations may be accepted from the Floor
at the Annual Meeting.

https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-8-may-2021

– President, Jim Brady
– Vice-President, Steve Coster
– Treasurer, Jim Cox
– Recording Secretary, Pamela Brown
– Corresponding Secretary, Ann Forster
– Director at Large 2020-2023 (Open)
– Director at Large 2021-2024, Perry Doggrell

Sign up for E-Letter
Sign up to receive electronic copies of the Skimmer,
meeting reminders and chapter news. Go to

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
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Technology. Continued from page 1.

Enhancing our Communications

Long before the pandemic, the FMWAS
Publicity Committee relied heavily on information
technology to reach audiences far greater than our
present members and friends. Using social media
like Facebook, the Publicity Committee has the
opportunity to reach tens of thousands of people
around the world with a simple post. As Publicity
chair, Julie Shiro draws on informational websites
including fmwaudubon.org, local news
organizations, community bulletins, and visitor
information sites. Through these posts, the
Committee has been able to entice bird lovers and
nature enthusiasts of all ages and backgrounds to
join our events and become new Society and
Chapter Members.
© Lucy Duncan
Unfortunately, the Skimmer newsletter is only
published quarterly and in the time between
printings we needed an
electronic announcement
“bridge” to our members
and friends. That’s when
the FMWAS E-Letter
evolved using Mailchimp®
software to manage direct
© Larry Goodman
mailings. As a member of
the Publications Committee, Carol Ascherfeld
handles these mailings. We ask all our members
and friends to subscribe to our emails by signing
up from our website and to manage their own
subscriptions.
Having mastered organizational connectivity,
we were ready for 2020-2021. At the June Annual
Planning Meeting, the Board of Directors ratified
new year’s goals knowing we had the tools to get
them communicated and advanced. They are (1) A
Year for Education for All About Our Birds. (2) A
Year of Renewed Avian Conservation for All. (3)
A Year of Successfully Inviting Youth and People
of Color to FMWAS. (4) A Year of Planting
Native Trees and Plants Creating a ‘Center in
Being’ at Bruce Beach.
How did we do it?

A Year for Education for All About Our Birds is a
significant example of the applications of
pandemic-enforced technology, which actually
made an educational difference. Setting on a new
© Tom Stanmore
path, the Education Committee produced three
4

sessions of Zoom
classrooms and
webinars and
successfully
produced our first
ever virtual
Beginning Birding
Class in October.
Karen Stanmore
© Perry Doggrell
effectively
©
Brenda Callaway
stage-managed and oversaw all instructors
and 18
Beginning Birding students.
As with all “first-time efforts,” there were
scores of butterflies and doubts, but the
after-action feedback from the 18 students was
uniformly positive, praiseworthy, fully embracing
of the Zoom technology medium as an effective
educational vehicle. One of the questions postclass survey was, “Would you be interested in
continuing your electronic birding education, and
if so what other classes would you like to take?”
We had two overwhelming responses 1) Bird
Migration, and 2) Bird Photography.
Armed with student feedback, a Spring 2021
Zoom webinar series was born.
But before the Spring 2021 Webinar series
commenced, another Beginning Birding class was
scheduled due to over subscription. Using all of
our instructors from the previous fall session, a
March class was held, with 18 students. Demand
for more seats was again present and Zoom could
have accommodated more, but per the Health and
Safety Policy, we kept enrollment at 18 due to
social distancing requirements for the field trips.
We have received uniformly positive feedback
from the Spring surveys sent, and based on
suggestions from the students, the Education
Committee will soon begin planning the next
webinar series for 2021-2022. Indeed 2020-2021
was an educational achievement in that 36 new
bird enthusiasts were educated and trained.
As a bonus, we were
able to offer two virtual
field trips to Costa Rica in
partnership with Mowgli
Expeditions. Many
enjoyed seeing the
Russet-naped Wood Rail
and other birds we don’t
see here.

Technology. Continued from page 4.

Creative New Education Programs
During the first several months of this year many
FMWAS members with expertise in various birding
fields joined together to produce three unique webinar
sessions: "Duncans on Bird
Migration,” "Bird Photography 101,” and with Norm
and Mary Jo Capra from Bay
County Audubon for the
"Introduction to eBird." This
Chapter-created Webinar
series educated more than 110
Lucy and Bob Duncan
registered members and
friends from all over the country. This success was a
product of knowing the subject matter cold and
seamlessly delivering the presentations via the Zoom
medium, which took research, diligent hard-work,
preparation and practice.

Technology has helped FMWAS survive and
flourish. Today, we are organizationally better off
than many who didn’t adapt their governance and
programs by integrating technology. Using all the
technology tools in our inventory: website, Facebook,
Mailchimp E-letter and Zoom, FMWAS safely
mustered 99…all masked and socially distanced…
volunteers from all walks of life and all communities
in late November, to plant nearly 200 native trees &
plants for native and migratory birds at Bruce Beach
during the Covid pandemic.
Thank you Carol Ascherfeld, Michael Brower, Debra
and Jeff Jones, Julie Schiro and Karen Stanmore for
your technology leadership and contributions to this
article.
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Look who’s in our backyard
Last year both a gray and a red morph Eastern
Screech-Owl were a delight to watch as we
adjusted to “stay at home” conditions due to the
Covid 19 virus.
“The gray Screech-Owl has
returned!” John said as he rushed
to the door to grab his camera on
March 12th this year. I was so
surprised as the nesting box had
just a week before been moved
75 feet to another large old Live Oak tree in our
backyard. The owl’s arrival time though was
within days of last year’s first sighting. For
several weeks she (?) has peered out each early
morning and late afternoon. That’s our time with
binoculars to watch her from one of our westfacing windows.
Spring yard chores include pruning the viburnum near our garden house about 35 feet
from the oak tree and the nesting box. On March
18th, after two or three
snips of the shears, there
sat the red Screech-Owl.
Again, there was a quick
rush to the house for a
camera, but this time our
daughter Keri was
visiting and with her cell
phone she took this
photo.
Our second and third post-Covid vaccinated
visitors came over just a week later. Michael
Brower captured the gray owl (at top) intently
staring at his big camera lens.
Now we wait, watch and hope to see their
prodigy fledge. It may be early May as it was last
year.
Helen and John Caffrey

Pensacola Beach Eco Trail Website
This new website is up and running at http://
pensacolabeachecotrail.com/.You’ll see
photos by many local photographers who
contributed to this stunning site. You’ll also
read information about animals (and birds!!)
on the island, and learn about the critters and
Santa Rosa Island. Take a look! Congrats to
Lila Cox who spearheaded this project.

Bob Duncan
This report covers the period
mid-Jan – mid-Apr. A very cold
Feb did not keep birders from
going afield and finding good
birds. Irruptive species, Pine
Siskins and Purple Finches,
continued to grace feeders throughout the area.
Spring gradually crept in and early migrants like
Purple Martins and Parula Warblers began to arrive
on schedule and by the time of this writing, stormy
weather in the Gulf was producing lots of
Neotropical migrants at our migrant traps.
Very rare in winter, a Rose-breasted Grosbeak
was in Gulf Breeze 11 Jan (Michael Brower).
Western strays, Vermilion Flycatchers, wer e in
Jay 12-23 Jan (Daniel Horton), n. Santa Rosa Co.
3-13 Feb (Marilou Lehmann) and Ft. Pickens 7 Mar1 Apr (Perry Doggrell, many observers). A Lesser
Black-backed Gull* was in Gulf Breeze 13-28 Jan
(Bob & Lucy Duncan). Rare in winter, a Dickcissel*
was at Floridatown 15 Jan (Les Kelly). Jerry &
Brenda Callaway were surprised by a rare Groovebilled Ani* in their Cantonment yar d 17 J an. The
Callaway's Ash-throated Flycatcher* 17-24 Jan at
International Paper Wetlands (IPW) was a good find
of a western vagrant. Marilou Lehmann's
Shiny Cowbird*19 J an in Milton was a fir st J an
record of this tropical invader. Claire Hammett
photographed a rare Brown Booby* on Pensacola
Beach 12 Jan. A Pacific Loon* was in Gulf Breeze
22 Jan (Daniel Horton). Rare in winter, a Least
Bittern was at IPW 24 Jan (Jerry & Brenda
Callaway). Seventy-five White Ibis in n. Escambia
Co. 24 Jan must have been impressive (Daniel
Stangeland). Eighteen Lesser Black-backed and
4 Great Black-backed Gulls were at the catfish
farms in n. Escambia Co. 27 Jan-10 Feb (Daniel
Horton, et al.)
February's rarities began with a Red-throated
Loon* in Gulf Breeze 2 Feb (Lucy Duncan).
Summer Tanagers in Cantonment 4 Feb (Tamra
Willis), Pensacola 14 Feb (Lynn Owen), and Santa
Rosa Co. (Jane Seal) were good winter finds.
Another was in w. Pensacola 7 Feb (Steve Coster).
A furtive Lincoln's Sparrow* spent 13-19 Feb in
the Duncan yard in Gulf Breeze. Only the 2nd Feb
record, a Northern Waterthrush* was a great find
at Ft. Pickens 13 Feb (Samantha Lang). A rare
Glaucous Gull* was in Gulf Breeze 15 Feb (Lucy 6

Duncan). Rare in Feb, 11 Pectoral Sandpipers* were
at the Okaloosa County Sewerage Treatment Facility
16 Feb (Daniel Horton). A Lesser Black-backed
Gull* was in Pensacola 17 Feb (Jan Lloyd). Her
Buff-bellied Hummingbird* spent the winter at
her feeding station. Increasingly hard to find in
recent years, a Golden Plover* was at the Okaloosa
County STF 19-23 Feb (Malcolm Swan). Very rare
in winter, a Rose-breasted Grosbeak* was in
e. Gulf Breeze 20 Feb (Michael Brower). A first
record for Feb, a Broad-winged Hawk* was in
Pensacola 20 Feb (Jan Lloyd). Brenda & Jerry
Callaway's Barn Swallow was a very early
Neotropical arrival at IPW 24 Feb.
A Summer Tanager graced Michael Brower's
feeders in e. Gulf Breeze 5 Mar. Extremely rare
away from their habitat in the marshes of
n. Escambia Bay, 4 male and 2 female Boat-tailed
Grackles* at Ft. Pickens were well described by
Chris Wood, a visitor from Cornell Lab of
Ornithology on 6 Mar. These could have been
migrants from populations to our east or west.
Incredible as it seems, a Red-billed Tropicbird*
was spotted by David Muth on 7 Mar in the bay
north of Pensacola Beach and was seen sporadically
through 21 Mar by Austin Lewis, Bob Duncan,
Daniel Horton, Chris Wood, Will Morris and Debra
Segal. Is this the same bird that delighted hundreds
of birders in Mar 2017?
A Pacific Loon* was in Gulf Breeze 7-8 Mar
(Bob & Lucy Duncan, Rob Jamieson). IPW hosted
an Ash-throated Flycatcher* and Hairy
Woodpecker*10 Mar (Br enda & J er r y
Callaway). A very early arriving Caspian Tern*
was at Pensacola Beach 18 Mar (David Muth). Also
early was a Purple Gallinule at IPW 20 Mar
(Brenda & Jerry Callaway). Upland Sandpiper*
sightings have declined in recent years. One at
Pensacola International Airport 10-11 Apr was a
great find (Patrick James). Chris Wood and Will
Morris spotted a Long-tailed Duck* in
Choctawhatchee Bay on 21 Mar, a species also
infrequently seen in recent years.
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
birds. If you have something to report, please call
Bob or Lucy Duncan at 932-4792.
* Species with asterisks require documentation so
that they will become part of the ornithological
record.
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This year’s winner for the
FMWAS Special Award is a repeat
Award
winner from 2019 and 2020! Claire
Winner
For quite a number of years I’ve had the priviHan continues to focus her
lege to represent FMW Audubon as a special
Claire Han
projects on different ways to use
awards judge for the West Panhandle Regional
charged media to remove heavy
Science and Engineering Fair. This year the
metals from contaminated water. Heavy metal ion
fair, as many other conferences and gatherings,
pollution happens every day, every year all over the
was held virtually. I can say it was a very difworld. The EPA and the International Agency for
ferent experience, but still rewarding for all
Research on Cancer as well as other organizations
involved. The students stepped up and each
have been studying the long-term effects of consumprepared a video of their presentation that is
ing these toxic materials in drinking water. The
usually presented live to one or two judges at a
experiments were very successful and she plans to
time. The judges went to the fair site and went
continue this research on a larger scale and would like
through the videos and written support material
to use “real” polluted water in her next experiments. I
for those students they were to judge.
can easily imagine this happening after seeing her
This year I reviewed the research inforefforts.
mation for 14 students whose topics met the
The FMWAS Special Award includes a certificate
Audubon criteria for the special award. These
of excellence, an appropriate book for a young sciencriteria focus on projects with an environmental
tist, a copy of the FMWAS Skimmer newsletter, a
theme that could have a positive effect on our
FMWAS t-shirt and a year’s membership in National
earth and the organisms living here. After
Audubon Society, Florida Audubon and Francis M.
seeing this year’s projects, our future is in good
Weston Audubon Society.
hands.
Jan Lloyd
7
2021 West Panhandle Regional Science
and Engineering Fair
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© Brenda Callaway
King Rail looking for breakfast.
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
About 25% postconsumer waste.

Natural History was an active bird
club already involved with
The first meeting of the Francis M. Weston
environmental concerns, from
Audubon Society was held April 22, 1971. That
pollution to habitat loss, parks and
was, but it wasn't, the beginning. It all started with
public lands. In Spring 1971, the
a draftsman who arrived at NAS Pensacola in
organization elected to become a
1916, Francis M. Weston. Weston was a leading
chapter of Florida Audubon and
ornithologist and naturalist acclaimed nationally
became the Francis M. Weston
for his writings and studies of bird migration.
Audubon Society when it received
Under his leadership and mentoring, a cadre of
its Charter from Florida Audubon, April 24, 1971,
skilled birders, some of whom he trained for the
Fifty Years ago!
Boy Scout Bird Study Badge, trekked the area
In fifty years, our Chapter has become a vibrant
birding and collecting data. The small group
voice
for the birds, for the rivers, for the bay, for
incorporated 4 March 1947 as the Francis M.
the air, for the environment and for people to enjoy
Weston Society of Natural History.
Nature. Through the activities of members, a
Bob and I first walked into our first "bird club"
wealth of ornithological data has been collected
meeting in 1968. I don't remember the program,
since 1916. These data elucidate migration on the
but members citing birds recently seen – species
Gulf Coast, the abundance and breeding of resident
we had never encountered, and some we'd never
species and knowledge of the 427 species now
heard of. Under the tutelage of birders who had
known to have occurred in our area. Through
been Weston's Boy Scouts and others, we
community activism and educational programs,
discovered wonderful places to bird in nooks and
field trips and outreach, FMWAS touches all of
crannies of northwest Florida, and some of the 336
Northwest Florida and continues to welcome
species known at that time to have been recorded
Lucy Duncan
8 newcomers.
in our area. The Francis M. Weston Society of

Happy Birthday! We're 50 years old!

