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The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society
The Northwest Florida Regional Conservation Committee—Its Role

Established during the 1999 partnership agreement
between Florida Audubon Society and National Audubon
Society to create a consolidated state office, seven Florida
Regional Conservation Committees (RCC) were formed
from the 45 local chapters, based on those chapters that
shared a regional interest. RCCs are the grass-roots
(chapter-sponsored) conservation element of Audubon
Florida’s (AF) annual conservation action agenda.
The Northwest Florida RCC comprises four chapters—Apalachee, Bay County, Choctawhatchee and
FMW Audubon Societies. Each RCC is chaired by a
Regional Director elected to the Board of Directors of
AF; Jim Brady is currently the incumbent Director
serving a 3-year term. Each RCC is staffed by an AF
employee; Jacqui Sulek, the AF Chapters Coordinator
currently supports our RCC. Membership on each RCC
is defined as the President and the Conservation Chair
from each local chapter; Michael Brower and Barbara
Albrecht represent our chapter. Any member of a local
chapter is welcome to attend meetings as an observer;
Carole Tebay frequently attends and actively participates.
The Northwest Florida RCC meets quarterly within
the region, sometimes in a mid-point restaurant, but
occasionally at a state park where a field trip is part of the
agenda. Each meeting includes at least three elements:
1) sharing monthly chapter program activities,
2) developing joint conservation activities that two or
more chapters can collaboratively implement, and
3) developing an annual regional conservation action
agenda that is incorporated into the annual AF conservation action agenda. The latter agenda may be
independently implemented by
chapters with tacit AF support, or it
may involve active support by AF staff
in dealing with local, regional, or state Northwest
Florida RCC
agencies.

Jim Brady

At the September, 2019 meeting, the Northwest
Florida RCC established the following priorities for the
coming year; these were incorporated into the AF 2020
conservation action agenda at the 2019 Audubon
Assembly held in Gainesville in October.
The Audubon chapters of the Northwest Florida region, in
alignment with Audubon Florida and the Atlantic Flyway, using
information derived from sound science, will mobilize volunteer
leadership, members, conservation allies, community leaders,
public officials, and governmental agencies to:
 Build the case for strategic land conservation and
sustainability in the Panhandle using a variety of tools
including written and public comments, e-bird, field trips,
programs, etc.;
 Mutually support chapters across the Panhandle on
conservation activities and projects;
 Initiate integrated planning for hurricane preparation
and response among Panhandle chapters to develop viable
support plans for maintenance of chapter operations, recovery of
affected members, assessment of damage to and restoration of
wildlife and habitat;
 Protect and sustain the Panhandle’s biodiversity by
supporting the DoD sponsored NW FL Sentinel Landscape,
supporting the FL Panhandle National Heritage Area Initiative,
and the Great NW Coastal Trail, which will provide multiple
layers of protection to critical habitat conservation areas; and
 Continue to support the acquisition of critical
conservation lands, with particular emphasis on the Florida
Forever projects such as the Apalachicola River and the Forest
and Lakes Ecosystem (Knight Tract) projects.
Jim Brady, Regional Director on AF Board of
Directors and FMWAS Vice President, has been
a member of Audubon for over 30 years. He has
served FMWAS as President, Vice President,
Treasurer, Center Committee Chair and Program
Chair as well as serving a previous 6-year term
as a Regional Director on AF Board of Directors.

Field Trips

□ Wednesday, April 22. Ft. Morgan, Alabama
birding. The fort stands guard where the bay meets the
Gulf on the east side of Mobile Bay. This migrant trap
can yield spectacular birding during spring migration if
conditions are right. Bob and Lucy Duncan will lead this
trip looking for every bird out there! At the end of the
field trip, we will picnic at Ft. Morgan and complete our
checklist. Expect moderate walking throughout the trip.
Meet at the Greer’s CashSaver Grocery at 4051
Barrancas Ave. just east of Navy Blvd. at 7:30 a.m.
There is an entrance fee to Ft. Morgan ($8 adults; $5
seniors; $5 student). Note: Following the field trip, if
migrating conditions are excellent, some of us may take
the ferry (http://mobilebayferry.com/tickets/) to
Dauphin Island for more birding, arriving back in
Pensacola late.

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water,
and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please
refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in
nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it.
Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Duncan
at 932-4792 or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net.
Occasionally conditions require events to be cancelled.
Please check our Facebook page or website for updates.
□ Monday, February 17. Ascend Wildlife Refuge
birding. Sharhonda Owens will lead us through the
Ascend Wildlife Refuge in search of wintering birds.
Long pants and closed toe shoes are required. You must
sign up by contacting Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 by
Thursday, Feb. 13th and leave your name, phone and
number of participants in your party. We will ride in
their vehicles, so attendance is limited. Expect easy
walking. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot of Ascend
Neighborhood Park located on the north side of 3000 Old
Chemstrand Road before reaching the main gate. Ascend
will provide picnic lunches.

Birds and Brew— Late
afternoon bird outings in the Pensacola
area. All skill levels are welcome, from
novice to experienced birders ready to
enjoy a leisurely stroll. The 45 minute to
one hour walk will end with a trip to a
local brewery or sandwich shop for
conversation, a cold beer, other libations or food. Bring
binoculars, or if you forget them, come anyway as we
may have a pair to loan. Any questions, contact Lucy
Duncan at 932-4792 or town_point@bellsouth.net.
Occasionally conditions require events to be cancelled.
Please check our Facebook page or website for updates.

□ Saturday, March 14. Soundside Preserve birding
with Michael and Cathy Brower (4401 Soundside Dr,
Gulf Breeze; 30.3805-87.0451) starting at 7:30 a.m. at
the Preserve. If you have a scope, bring it to scan for
ducks. The coastal woodlands and pockets of fresh water
here can surprise with avian diversity. Expect easy
walking.
□ Saturday, April 11. Ft. Pickens birding for
migrants. Birding at Ft. Pickens can yield a wonderful
array of both resident and migrant species under the right
conditions! You can anticipate easy walking and good
opportunities to find a variety of species this time of year
with leaders Lucy and Bob Duncan. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in
the last parking lot before you enter Ft. Pickens (the Park
West parking lot on the north side of the road, just past
the pink condos which are at 1390 Ft. Pickens Road). If
you have a National Parks visitors’ pass, be sure to bring
it. We will finish by noon. You may wish to bring a picnic
lunch along with water or snacks for the morning.

□ Sunday, February 9. Meet at Gulf Islands National
Seashore Headquarters, 1801 Gulf Breeze Pkwy, Gulf
Breeze, at 3:00 p.m. Following birding we’ll go to
Xiscali Mexican Restaurant, 348 Gulf Breeze Pkwy.
□ Sunday, March 1. Meet at Admiral Mason Park at
200 South 9th Avenue at 4:00 p.m. followed by a
gathering at Brew Ha Ha, 2435 N 12th Ave, Pensacola.
□ Sunday, April 5. Meet at 4:00 p.m. in the Publix
parking lot at 9 Mile Road and University Parkway
(9251 University Pkwy) in front of Chick-fil-A for a trail
walk and birding at UWF, before heading to nearby
Sammy Barker’s (875 E 9 Mile Rd.) for brew and
victuals.
Sign up to receive electronic copies of the Skimmer,
meeting reminders and chapter news. Go to

fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
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Birdwalks

Chapter Meetings

Want to learn about our area birds? These short
birdwalks are designed to introduce “future birders” to
the world of “Bird Watching.” Families with children
are welcome. If you have binoculars bring them. If not,
we will have a few ‘loaners’ available. Bug spray, long
pants and bottled water are recommended for our
outdoor walks. For more information contact: Marcy
McGahan at marcymcgahan@gmail.com or (850-4508984).
□ Sunday, February 16, 2020—Ann Forster’s
backyard. Meet from 1:00-3:00 p.m. at 447 Creary St
(Warrington). Leader: Ann Forster.
□ Sunday, March 1, 2020—Big Lagoon State
Park. Meet at 8:30 a.m. in the West Beach parking lot,
12301 Gulf Beach Hwy, Pensacola, FL. Walk until
10:00 a.m. There is a park entrance fee of $6.00 per car.
Leader: Carole Tebay.
□ Saturday, April 4, 2020—Fort Pickens. Meet at
8:30 a.m. in the last parking lot before you enter Ft.
Picken (the Park West parking lot on the north side of
the road, just past the pink condos which are at 1390 Ft.
Pickens Road). Walk from 9:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.
There is a fee to enter the park so we will try to carpool
with the “park pass holders.” Bring your pass if you have
one. Leaders: John Yuhasz and Perry Doggrell.

Our monthly chapter meetings are held at 7:00
p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center (Bldg.
21), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport Blvd.,
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise noted. The
meeting room is located across the breezeway from the
planetarium. Refreshments are provided. Guests are
welcome!

□ Thursday, February 27

The Bird Crisis and What You Can Do About It

Ms. Catherine Rideout, speaker

East Gulf Coastal Plain Joint Venture

Ms. Rideout and Mr. Rob Holbrook, speakers

Both speakers are with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Ms. Rideout directs the East Gulf Coastal Plain
Joint Venture, a voluntary partnership comprised of
state, federal, and non-governmental organizations with
an interest in bird conservation. She has degrees in
biology, a BS from Davidson College and an MS from
Boise State. Mr. Rob Holbrook has helped manage the
East Gulf Coastal Plain Joint Venture for the past 10
years. He has local ties, graduating from Gulf Breeze
High School, attending PSC and earning a BS from
UWF. He went on to earn an MS from LSU.
□ Thursday, March 26—To be announced via
our website and Facebook page.

Help needed with birdwalks—Francis M.
Weston Audubon is seeking mentors and
co-leaders for guiding future birdwalks. If
interested, please contact Marcy McGahan,
marcymcgahan@gmail.com or 850-450-8984.

□ Thursday, April 23—To be announced via our
website and Facebook page.
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Board Meetings—Feb 6, Mar 5, and Apr 2, 2020 at
7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33 East
Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are open to members.
Date and location may change. Please contact a Board
member for details and to confirm date, time and
location if you wish to attend. The Officer/Committee
contact information is on page 8.
Longleaf Pine Chapter
Florida Native Plant Society

Interested in native plants, visit
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Nominating Committee—“Per ARTICLE IX,
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society’s bylaws, the Board
of Directors on January 9, 2020, appointed Powers
McLeod, a member, to be Chair, Nominating
Committee and Jessica Baker, member and director, to
be Board Representative, Nominating Committee. The
Nominating Committee will develop a slate of directors
and officers for 2020-2021 and that slate will be
published and available for membership review on
fmwaudubon.org no later than April 14, 2020. Election
of directors and officers will be at the Annual Meeting
tentatively scheduled for May 14, 2020. The members
are welcome to share nominations with the Nominating
Committee for two directors (3-year term and 1-year
term) and all officers.”

Bob Duncan
This report covers mid-Oct to midMagnolia Warbler* (Rob Jamieson). Another AshJan and space limitations preclude
throated Flycatcher was in Gulf Breeze 19-21 Nov
some noteworthy observations which (Bob & Lucy Duncan, Steve Jordan).
would ordinarily be reported. Winter
Three Pin-tailed Whydahs, exotic non-established
visitors were slow to come down and escapes, were at IPW 25 Nov (Jerry Callaway, John
birds that did arrive such as Cedar
Yuhasz). Will they be a sequel to the Scaly-breasted
Waxwings and American Goldfinches were in small
Munias? Very late was a Hooded Warbler* at Big
numbers as of this report. Pine Siskins and Purple Finches Lagoon State Park 26 Nov (Daniel Horton). Only a fourth
were almost completely absent.
record for our area, a Manx Shearwater* found at
Very rare in our area, 32 Wood Storks were over
Pensacola Beach was brought in to Wildlife Sanctuary of
Molino on 19 Oct (John Yuhasz). Also rare was a
NW FL on 26 Nov (fide Dorothy Kaufmann). Another late
Vermilion Flycatcher at International Paper Wetlands
bird was a Wood Thrush* at Innerarity Pt 26-27 Nov
(IPW) on 20 Oct (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). Very late
(Karen Stanmore).
departing was a Great-crested Flycatcher* at
A Yellow-throated Vireo* 14 Dec on the Pensacola
Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 23 Oct (Les Kelly, Larry
CBC was a good find (Lucy Duncan) as well as a
Goodman). Rare visitor from the SW U.S., a GrooveDowitcher* (sp) (Merilu & Rufus Rose) and Painted
billed Ani* was at Ft. Pickens on 23 Oct (Bob & Lucy
Bunting (Powers & Rosanne McLeod, Kristal Walsh and
Duncan). John Yuhasz’s 2 Bonaparte’s Gulls at
Cecil & Pam Brown). Two Surf Scoters* were at Big
Pensacola Beach 26 Oct and the 40 at Eastman/Taminco
Sabine 18 Dec (Michael Brower, Steve Coster, et al.).
Sanctuary 28 Oct (Les Kelly, Larry Goodman) were quite John Yuhasz observed a Lesser Black-backed Gull* at
early.
Walnut Hill 23 Dec. Always pleasing to note, a ScissorA spectacular parade of pelagic birds occurred off Santa tailed Flycatcher was in Pensacola Christmas Day
Rosa Island on 26 Oct when the Callaways, Duncans and
(James Pfeiffer).
John Yuhasz watched birds most of the morning from
Starting the New Year with good birds, John Yuhasz
“Pelagic Perch” located at the restrooms at Ft. Pickens
had 2 Shiny Cowbirds* in Walnut Hill 1 Jan, as well as
entrance. Conditions were perfect for bringing in birds
12 Brewer’s Blackbirds. Tom & Karen Stanmore
that normally stay well offshore. Cloudy overcast and stiff hosted an American Redstart and Nashville
SE winds produced 118 Audubon’s Shearwaters,
Warbler*, both very rare in winter, in their Innerarity
13 Great Shearwaters and 4 Sooty Shearwaters as
Pt. yard 5-13 Jan. A Dickcissel in Milton 3 Jan was a rare
the steady procession moved east over the roiling surf.
find (Marilou Lehmann). Very rare in winter, a Western
Rare but recently regular western visitor, 3 AshTanager* was in Gulf Breeze 10-17 Jan (Dana Timmons).
throated Flycatchers* were at Ft. Pickens on 2 Nov
A Greater White-fronted Goose* was in Gulf Breeze
(Callaways, Duncans & Alex Harper). Jan Lloyd’s
15 Jan (Robert Ludlow). Two Western Kingbirds*
Ovenbird 2 Nov in Pensacola was a very late lingerer.
were at Big Lagoon State Park 15 Jan (Eric Blomberg).
Also late were 4 Chimney Swifts 2 Nov in Gulf Breeze
Do the numerous reports of Neotropical birds still
(Bob, Lucy & Scot Duncan). An American Avocet in w. lingering in our area well after they should be in more
Pensacola 4 Nov was a good find (Eric Blomberg). Chris
hospitable climes have any meaning? It seems to this
Wiley’s Yellow-breasted Chat in Ft. Walton Beach 10 observer that reports of some late lingerers such as
Nov was very late. Also late was an Eastern WoodSummer Tanager, Baltimore Orioles and some warblers
Pewee* in Gulf Breeze 10-11 Nov (Bob Duncan). Very
are much more frequent in recent years. Is this a result of
rare in fall, a Painted Bunting* female was in Pensacola global warming?
7-12 Nov (Marcy McGahan). Very late was a Northern
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds. If
Parula* in Molino 16 Nov (John Yuhasz). A Vermilion you have something to report, please call Bob or Lucy
Duncan at 932-4792 or email town_point@bellsouth.net.
Flycatcher* was at the catfish farms on 18 Nov (Bob &
Lucy Duncan). An Ash-throated Flycatcher* made an *Species with asterisks require documentation so that they
appearance at Ft. Pickens on 18 Nov as well as a very late 4 may be processed for the official ornithological record.

Tripping … The Hippy Year
We started birding in Atlanta and our travels were
limited by lack of time and even worse, lack of
knowledge. We joined the American Birding Association
(ABA) because the president of Atlanta Audubon
suggested it and even in its infancy, it was a useful
resource. We started taking birding seriously and took a
Victor Emanuel trip to Texas. We were treated to the
most spectacular April fall-out we ever experienced. The
leaders were beside themselves at a tiny stand of salt
cedars on Bolivar Flats that looked like decorated
Christmas trees with all the exhausted
birds resting from their Gulf crossing.
That trip was so much fun that we
started looking seriously at the tour ads
in the ABA Journal. We had been on a
touristy trip to Mexico but did some
birding so had a sense of how rich the
tropics are. We had heard reports that
birding in Costa Rica was unmatched.
We then spied an ad for a small farm on the eastern slope
that was a sort of bed and breakfast. I wrote a letter to
the address and a few weeks later got a letter back. The
owner was a retired archaeologist from Canada and what
he described sounded fantastic. We had to arrange
getting there and back and that was one of the best parts
of the trip. I even took a $35 course in conversational
Spanish at our local college. We arrived at night in the

Ann Forster

capitol, San Jose, and taxied to the main hotel at that
time. The next morning we ate breakfast, grabbed our
backpacks and headed for the train station. In those days,
there was no highway to the east coast and a narrow
gauge open railroad was the only way there. “Donde esta
la tren?” was my finest linguistic hour. We had more fun
on that ride. We stopped every little while for people to
pile on selling food and people piling off at their homes.
All the while we were birding and adding lifers.
When we got to Siquirres, our host met us. He looked
just like Mahatma Gandhi with a little
gin and tonic on his breath. He rented
a taxi to take us up into the foothills
to what was basically a four room
shack. There was a woman there who
was variously described as the house
keeper, the girl friend, and
mercifully, the cook. He had no clue
about birding but was in the middle
of an ornithological bonanza. The road next to his house
went up, up, up to the west. We hiked up it everyday,
found little side roads that led to streams and discovered
that the small changes in altitude change the plant
community and, therefore, the bird community. Our
friends thought we were nuts and we did ask ourselves,
“What were we thinking!?” but decided we would do it
again in a heartbeat.

BEGINNER BIRDING CLASSES IN MARCH
Includes 2 evening classroom sessions (March 17 and 24) and a field trip (March 28).
These classes with a field trip are a wonderful opportunity for individuals in the community to learn about
birds in the Pensacola area. The first class on Tuesday,
March 17, 2020, covers birding basics (binoculars, field
guides, birding ethics, etc.). The second class, Tuesday,
March 24, covers how to identify birds of the shoreline
(sandpipers, herons, gulls, terns, ospreys, eagles, etc).

Jan Lloyd, biologist, archaeologist, long-time teacher
and FM Weston Audubon member, is the instructor.
No prior experience necessary. Binoculars and bird
guides are available.
To register or for more information, contact the
FMWAS Education Chair, Ellen Roston, at
ekroston@aol.com or 850 453-0730. To confirm your
registration, send a participant contribution of $35 to
FM Weston Audubon Society, PO box 17484,
Pensacola, FL 32522. Make a note on the checks:
“Birding Class.” Class size is limited to 10 students.

Classes will be held at the Pensacola Public Library
downtown from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. The field trip will be
March 28, Saturday, at a time to be announced depending on tides and other factors.
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Great Backyard Bird Count

President’s Message
Happy 2020 Francis M. Weston Audubon Society members and friends and thank you for your positive support
for our on-going Annual 2019-2020 “Audubon Year”
Fundraising Campaign.
Many bird loving donors, great and modest, stepped
up and shared their precious dollar resources to help make
2019-2020 “A Year For All Birds, to power the “Greening
of FMWAS” by attracting more younger people and new
families to FMWAS and to “Enhance Habits For All
Birds.” Your kind donations directly enable our bedrock
goals to sustain, educate about and protect birds and their
essential habitats regionally and across Escambia and Santa
Rosa Counties. For our FMWAS members and friends
who may have missed a chance to donate there is still time
to help fund our goals at fmwaudubon.org/donate/.
Your kind efforts are paying off! Our “Native Plants
For Native Birds at Bruce Beach” project, now funded by
Gulf Power, the Long-Leaf Pine Chapter/NPSF and
FMWAS is shifting into operational gears, which includes
near-term buying the native trees and plants to be planted! Coordination with our partners at City of Pensacola,
University of West Florida and other stakeholders is ongoing. Hopefully, this spring you might join us to help
plant them.
FMWAS is still concerned by recent federal rulemaking applications regarding the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, 16 U.S.C. § 703 (MBTA), which heretofore prohibited the accidental or “incidental” taking or killing of
migratory birds. Now, “incidental take” is redefined as
take that results from an activity, but is not the purpose of
that activity. In a nutshell, the present U.S. Solicitor
General has told U.S. Fish and Wildlife law enforcement
officers that industries, developers, businesses or individuals are not responsible for “incidental take.” For example,
the guidance says, a person who destroys a structure such
as a barn knowing that it is full of baby owls in nests is not
liable for killing them saying, “All that is relevant is that
the landowner undertook an action that did not have the killing
of barn owls as its purpose.” Today, MBTA no longer applies
to catastrophic events like Deepwater Horizon oil spill
killing or injuring up to a million birds. Considering the
recent Cornell Ornithological Lab and National Audubon
reports on bird populations losing this 100-year old legal
protection is insidious.
Michael Brower
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YOU ARE INVITED TO HELP COUNT BIRDS
WHEN: February 14-17, 2020
WHO: Everyone interested in birds
WHY: To gather information on the status of
birds throughout the world
WHERE: Bird anywhere, as long as you watch for
15 minutes

Make as many counts as you want. Count anywhere for
at least 15 minutes. Keep a checklist with location, date,
start and stop times, each species seen and number of
individuals of each species. Make a new checklist for
each day, each new location, and each new time at the
same location. Go to the Submit Observations tab on
gbbc.birdcount.org to enter your data and be sure you
keep a copy for your files. Also, go to the website to see
the results displayed—check out what is being seen.
———————
Bird Banding at Ft. Morgan, Alabama—
April 14-18, 2020
The public is invited to the banding Apr 14 (noon to 3
p.m.), Apr 15-17 (8 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and Apr 18 (8 a.m.
to noon), courtesy of Alabama Audubon and its partners. This is a great chance to see birds up close and
personal.
https://birminghamaudubon.org/birdbanding/

———————
Alabama Ornithological Society (AOS)
Spring Meeting
April 17-19, 2020
Dauphin Island, Alabama
Keynote speaker, field trips, workshops.
https://www.aosbirds.org/

———————EARTH DAY PENSACOLA
Saturday, April 25, 2020
10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Seville Square, Pensacola

A day of celebration and education.
Our chapter will have a booth—be sure to stop by.
http://www.earthdaypensacola.org/
Have a question about your membership?

Call National Audubon Member Services

1-844-428-3826

Skimming—Bianca

Jere French

She appeared in our wooded garden one day, looking us
over from a perch on Old Mother Hickory, wondering
perhaps if this particular woodland might prove welcoming—and to her liking. It would be up to
the White-eared Clan of course, not me, and
squirrels can be pretty territorial I’ve learned,
even jealous, especially in the case of a really
voluptuous white furred interloper. Yes, she
looked positively regal, staring down at us.
We named her Bianca, and hoped for the best.
White squirrels are something of a rarity here, but
most local folks have seen them, in suburban gardens
with lots of mature native trees. A fellow I know in
North Hill has a family of five, living in a huge oak tree
in his front yard. And of course most white squirrels
are not albino but simply color morphs, having a missing gene as it were. And yes, their lack of protective
coloration is surely a handicap, in a world where
survival often depends on not being easily spotted. Our
own Red-shouldered Hawks are never far away.

Last spring the Sunrunner Clan, those squirrels
inhabiting the front garden with its supply of pine nuts
and acorns, produced a litter of four—with one white
sibling. Watching the four youngsters racing
frenetically up and down the oaks was proof
enough that gray parents can produce the
occasional all white youngster—if anyone is
wondering.
Sadly, Bianca disappeared from our woods
shortly after arriving that day long ago. I
couldn’t know whether it had been the hawks or her
being expelled by the snobbish White-eared Clan, or
that our garden just hadn’t measured up to her
expectations. Yes, she was gorgeous, and yet she had
seemed so needy, so inaccessible, looking warily down
at me from her branch on the old hickory. If I were to
guess I’d say it had been the jealousy of the White-eared
clique that drove her away. All they’d had for distinction was their ears.

2019 Christmas Bird Count Report

Daniel Stangeland, Compiler

The 120th annual 2019 CBC was
conducted on December 14th, 2019.
During the course of approximately
12 hours of birding, 13 teams logged
126 species which fell short of last
year's total by 3. A grand total of
13,449 birds were counted. Just like last year, the top
three birds with the most numbers were the Laughing
Gull 3,383, European Starling 1,120, and the Yellowrumped Warbler 734.
Almost all of the wintering species had low counts
this year. The American Goldfinch count fell off by183
with a total of only 6 this year. The Cedar Waxwings
had a total of 13 compared to last year's count of 144.
The American Robins were scarce as well with only 96
this year compared to 1,105 last year. The Red-breasted
Merganser dropped from 342 to 116. And, the
American Coot dropped to 6 from 103. The exception
was the Hooded Merganser, which went from 38 in
2018 to 151 this year.

The rarities this year included the Western Kingbird,
Yellow Throated Vireo, Short- or Long-billed
Dowitcher, Rufous Hummingbird, male and female
Painted Buntings, Semipalmated Plover, and a Redbreasted Nuthatch.
The teams consisted of Jerry and Brenda Callaway,
Jan Lloyd, Ann Forster, Dorothy Kaufmann, Vickie
Parker, Cheryl Green, Bill and Greta Bremser, Jackie
Swensen, Powers and Rosann McLeod, Cecil and Pam
Brown, Roy Hall, Kristal Walsh, Peggy Baker, Carole
Tebay, Jane Crittenden, Alan Knothe, Rob Jamieson,
John Yuhasz, Eric Blomberg, Les Kelly, Larry
Goodman, Dana and Sue Timmons, Lilian Mauney, Bob
and Lucy Duncan, Liz Langston, Mary Iverson, Merilu
Rose, Billye Christopher, Mary Jones, Jan Osborn, Pam
West, Steve and Cindy Coster, Mike and Cathy Brower,
and Thomas and Daniel Barbig. Everyone helped make
this year’s CBC a fun but labor-intensive event! Thanks
to you all for your dedication, and we hope you're here
for next year’s 121st CBC on Decembe19th!
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Francis M. Weston Audubon Society
P. O. Box 17484
Pensacola, Florida 32522
Chapter Meetings—
Feb 27, Mar 26,
Apr 23 (page 3)
Field Trips—
Feb 17, Mar 14,
Apr 11 & 22 (page 2)
Birds and Brew—Feb 9, Mar 1, Apr 5 (page 2)
———————

Birdwalks—Feb 16, Mar 1, Apr 4 (page 3)

www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Chapter Contacts

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,
Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society

(area code 850 unless otherwise noted)
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding
Secretary
Treasurer
Directors at Large

Student Directors
Membership
Field Trips
Programs
Publicity
Fundraising
Conservation
Center Committee
Education
Outreach
Publications

Web Liaison

All three for $20 a year

Michael Brower….315-345-3511
Jim Brady ............. 456-5083
Carole Tebay ....... 492-8049

RENEWING MEMBERS - $20 — Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON
SOCIETY. Mail to National Audubon Society (NAS), PO Box 97188,
Washington, DC 20090-7188 (DO NOT mail to chapter) -OR- renew
online http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ or NAS website -OR- call
Member Services, 1-844-428-3826. Renewals are due yearly.

Ann Forster .......... 456-4421
Steve Coster ........ 490-1714
Lilian Mauney ...... 934-1929
Marcy McGahan .. 450-8984
Ellen Roston ........ 453 0730
Ava Maupin .......... 776-5713
Jessica Baker ...... 347-994-6696
Jan Lloyd ............. 453-1660
Lucy Duncan ........ 932-4792
Larry Goodman.... 433-5135
Julie Schiro .......... 776-2050
Michael Brower .... 315-345-3511
Barbara Albrecht.. 384-6696
Jim Brady ............. 456-5083
Ellen Roston ........ 453 0730
Marcy McGahan .. 450-8984
Helen Caffrey ....... 525-2588
Jere French.......... 932-8796
Carol Ascherfeld .. 760-2388
Lilian Mauney ...... 934-1929

STUDENT MEMBERS—One year—$7 (Include a copy of your student
ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society). Mail to chapter.
NEW MEMBERS - $20 (Individual or family) — Join through our chapter
and your 1st year dues will come back to us for local use. Make check
to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to chapter, FMWAS, PO Box
17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 -OR- Join online http://fmwaudubon.org/
membership/
Name____________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________
City ____________________________________State ___ Zip ______

Phone ________________ E-Mail Address ____________________________

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master

National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, check here __.

Debra Jones

about 25% postconsumer waste
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