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FMWAS Mission & Advocacy                                                                       
 

Our Mission is to promote the understanding and 

preservation of wildlife and the environment that 

supports it.  Our goals are preserving, protecting, 

and restoring wildlife habitat. Methods to carry out 

our goals are advocacy, education and volunteer 

projects   

     During the past several months national and 

international studies have reported the adverse impacts 

on issues of importance to our Society. 

     Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American Bird 

Conservancy report cited the North American continent’s 

loss of nearly 3 billion birds representing hundreds of 

species over the past five decades.  https://

www.birds.cornell.edu/home/bring-birds-back  

     United Nations Intergovernmental Report on the 

effect of warming climate change on the world’s oceans is 

resulting in higher than earlier predicted sea level rise 

affecting our shorebird nest and feeding areas along with 

the killing of coral reefs, changing marine fisheries.  

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/

librarypage/environment-energy/climate_change/ndc-

global-outlook-report-2019.html 

     Additionally, we have policy rollbacks in the regula-

tions under the Endangered Species Act and the Clean 

Water Act.  

     What form of activity can we, FMWAS, take under 

our umbrella—Advocacy? 

     Publicly express our organizational interest in specific 

causes and take clear actions to support the 

positive advancement of those causes.  

Education initiatives and collaboration with 

other similarly interested organizations will 

increase our impact. We can encourage our 

members to take action on their own, often 

called grassroots advocacy with guidance 

from the Board of Directors.    

     It is important to know how to draw the line between 

which acts fall under the advocacy umbrella and which 

acts do not. Advocacy is often linked to another term— 

lobbying. Lobbying is always advocacy, but advocacy is 

not always lobbying. Lobbying occurs when someone 

attempts to influence specific legislation, a ballot proposal 

or election-related campaign. When that action takes 

place there are caps on the extent to which a non-profit 

501 (c) (3) organization like ours may lobby according to 

the federal tax law. There is an annual report necessary if 

this action is taken.  Also, as a non-profit 501 (c) (3) we 

cannot support or oppose candidates for public office. 

      With these shocking reports and the drastic rollbacks 

of existing environmental protection regulations, this is a 

critical time.  Here are some strategic ways we as mem-

bers of FMWAS can advocate for preserving wildlife and 

the environment that supports it.  

      Identify your local government representative and 

state legislators, research their position on issues related 

to our mission.  Correspond by letter or email to intro-

duce them to FMWAS and encourage their attention to 

the consequences occurring to our wildlife from recent 

policy changes. 

     Where appropriate meet with legislative and govern-

ment agency staff to discuss the impacts of these issues. 

     Extend an invitation to your local representative to 

join on a field trip or bird walk. 

     Pen a Letter to the Editor of our local print medias. 

     Continue to collaborate with other concerned organi-

zations in our area on educational initiatives. 
 

      Become a citizen scientist and share the 

information with your friends. https://

www.birds.cornell.edu/home/citizen-

science-be-part-of-something-bigger 
 

     In future issues we plan to include 

articles on our methods of education and 

hands on projects.             Helen Caffrey 
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sign up for the trip, send a $50 per participant contribu-

tion to FMW Audubon Society, P.O. Box 17484, 

Pensacola, FL 32522, and call Lucy Duncan at 850-932-

4792 and leave your name, telephone number and email 

address, or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net. A 

detailed itinerary will be emailed in late November. 

□ Saturday, January 11. Ft. Walton Birding. The 

impoundments at Ft. Walton typically hold shorebirds 

and ducks, and the field edges are replete with wintering 

songbirds. Lucy and Bob Duncan will share shorebirding 

tips and sparrow insights as we get a good taste of winter 

birding. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Office Depot parking 

lot across Hwy 98 from Gulf Breeze Hospital, and 

return by mid-afternoon. Plan on lunch at a restaurant. 

Expect easy, moderate walking. 

 

Birds and Brew—  

Late afternoon bird outings in the 
Pensacola area. All skill levels are wel-
come, from novice to experienced birders 
ready to enjoy a leisurely stroll. The 45 
minute to one hour walk will end with a 
trip to a local brewery or sandwich shop 

for conversation, a cold beer, other libations or food. 
Bring binoculars, or if you forget them, come anyway as 
we may have a pair to loan. Any questions, contact Lucy 
Duncan at 932-4792 or town_point@bellsouth.net. 
 
 

□ Sunday, November 17. Meet at Bruce Beach (601 
W Main St, Pensacola) at 3:00 p.m. for casual birding. 
We’ll follow up our birding at the Big Top Brewery, 
21 W Romana St. http://www.bigtopbrewing.com/
venues/#venue-pns . 
 
 

□ Sunday, December 8. Meet at Morgan Park (the 
copse of oaks on the east side of the Pensacola Beach 
road, just south of the toll booths) at 3:00 p.m. We’ll 
look for wintering ducks in the Sound and songbirds in 
the oaks. We’ll then migrate to the fishing pier ($1.50) 
if we have time, then to Sidelines Sports Bar and 
Restaurant (2 Via De Luna Dr, Pensacola Beach). 
 

□ Sunday, January 12. Meet at Jerry and Brenda 

Callaway’s home (790 Chippendale Pl., Cantonment) at 

2:00-4:30 p.m. to watch their extensive feeders for 

wintering finches and other winter songbirds. We will 

provide sodas and snacks, and you are invited to bring 

your own brew, other appetizers or snacks. 

Field Trips  

 

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but 

contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are 

welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sun-

screen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, 

and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please 

refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or after-

shave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in 

nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it. 

Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Duncan 

at 932-4792 or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net. 
 

□ Saturday, November 9. Blakeley State Park. This 

beautiful moss-draped park on the Tensaw River north of 

Spanish Fort, AL was an early settlement, the town of 

Blakeley. (https://www.blakeleypark.com/About-

Us)  The address is 34745 AL-225, Spanish Fort, AL 

36527. We will enjoy birding the trails and riverside walk 

which offer history and nature, and always beauty. Plan to 

bring a picnic lunch. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Walmart 

parking lot at 9301 Pine Forest Rd, south of the corner of 

Nine Mile and Pine Forest Roads. Or, meet at the Park 

entrance at around 8:45 a.m. There is a $4 admission per 

person at the park. We will return to Pensacola in early 

afternoon. 
 

□ Wednesday-Friday, December 4-6. St. Marks 

NWR. Join leaders Bob and Lucy Duncan to bird one of 

our nation’s finest wildlife refuges. We expect to see a 

variety of birds in diverse habitats. A moderate pace will 

encompass easy walking as well as roadside birding on the 

refuge. We will arrive on Wednesday in time to bird the 

afternoon and finish on Friday around noon following a 

boat trip and birding at Wakulla Springs State Park. We 

hope to see manatees and close views of ducks and water 

birds on the Wakulla River boat ride ($8). A limited 

block of rooms is being held for us at the Best Western 

Wakulla Inn & Suites located on Highway 98 near 

Crawfordville. To make your room reservations, call 

850-926-3737 before Friday, Nov 22, and ask for the 

“Pensacola Audubon” group rates (king at $80 or two 

queen beds at $85 plus tax). If needed, you must cancel 

your room no later than Wed., Nov 27. When you make 

your room reservation, you must leave your credit card 

number with the motel. All rooms are nonsmoking. To  

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://www.bigtopbrewing.com/venues/#venue-pns
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Birdwalks 
  

Want to learn about our area birds? These short, 

approximately two-hour birdwalks are designed to 

introduce “future birders” to the world of “Bird 

Watching.” Families with children are welcome. If you 

have binoculars bring them. If not, we will have a few 

‘loaners’ available. Bug spray, long pants and bottled 

water are recommended for our outdoor walks. 

□ Saturday, November 23—Fort Pickens. Meet at 

8:30 a.m. in the north Park West parking lot, 1340 Ft 

Pickens Rd, Pensacola Beach (across from the public 

bathrooms). There is a fee to enter the park so we will 

try to carpool with the “park pass holders.” Bring your 

pass if you have one. Leader: Perry Doggrell. For more 

information contact: Marcy McGahan at 

marcymcgahan@gmail.com or 850-450-8984. 

□  Saturday, December 28—Naval Live Oaks. 

Meet at 8:30 a.m. in front of the visitor center in the 

parking lot, 1801 Gulf Breeze Pkwy, Gulf Breeze. 

Leader: Dana Timmons. For more information contact: 

Marcy McGahan at marcymcgahan@gmail.com or 

850-450-8984. 

□  Saturday, January 25—Shoreline Park. Meet at 

8:00 a.m. in the parking lot near the pier of Shoreline 

Park, 800 Shoreline Drive, Gulf Breeze. Leader: Bob 

Duncan. For more information contact: Marcy McGahan 

at marcymcgahan@gmail.com or 850-450-8984. 
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Board Meetings—Nov 5, Dec 3, 2019 and Jan 9, 
2020 at 7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 
33 East Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are open to 
members. Date and location may change. Please contact 
a Board member for details and to confirm date, time 
and location if you wish to attend. The Officer/
Committee contact information is on page 8. 

Chapter Meetings 
 

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at 
7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center 
(Bldg. 21 ), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport Blvd., 
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise noted. The 
meeting room is located across the breezeway from the 
planetarium. Refreshments are provided. Guests are 
welcome! 
 

□ November—No Meeting 
 

□ Thursday, December 12, 2019. The program will 

be our annual Christmas slide show consisting of 

bird photographs taken relatively recently by members 

of our Society and of FMWAS activities during the past 

year. Members participating in the show will be 

requested to provide up to 12 slides (4 X 6, JPEG) that 

will be organized into a power point presentation by 

Larry Goodman. Participating members will be asked to 

present their slides and provide supporting information.  

Photos and copies of those submitted for the program 

will be deleted after the meeting. Members attending 

the meeting are asked to bring snacks and/or desserts 

that will be shared following the slide show. 
 

□ Thursday, January 23, 2020. The program and 

speaker for our January 23, 2020 meeting will be 

announced on our web site and Facebook pages.  
 

www.FMWAudubon.org 
 
 

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

 

Longleaf Pine Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society  

Interested in native plants, visit  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 

Graphic on bottom of page 1:  
Courtesy of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Source Science, 
2019 Graphic by Jillian Ditner/Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 

 

Check your mailing label 
 

Is your membership about to expire?  
 

If it has expired or will expire within the next couple of 

months, please renew now. Page 8 has instructions. 

 

If you have any questions, call National Audubon,  

Member Services, 1-844-428-3826.  

National Audubon maintains all our membership records. 

 

Stay informed!  
 

Sign up  fo r ou r E -mail  l i st .  
 

 Go  to  our  websi te :  
 

 www.fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 
 
 

You will receive meeting reminders, newsletter and 
chapter news.  

mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/


                       Bob Duncan 
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 Fall migration this year can be 

described as “good” in this observ-

er’s opinion. Beginning in July 

when Yellow Warblers started 

trickling through to this writing (14 

Oct), Neotropical migrants were 

still being reported. Migrants came 

through in a fairly steady stream, with some lulls but 

some very good days when they were abundant. There 

were at least 6 days in Sept and Oct when birders could 

truly rejoice. The drought which began in late Aug and 

continued until 14 Oct appeared to have little effect on 

their presence in our area except perhaps to make them 

congregate at sprinklers and water features for those of us 

fortunate enough to have one. At the time of this writing, 

a cold front is forecast to pass through our area which will 

probably bring with it the last of the Neotropical 

migrants, although some will trickle through into early 

Nov. With it will come the first winter visitors like 

sparrows (do I hear a groan from novice birders?) ducks 

and other species. And by the time you get this Skimmer 

the summer doldrums will be over and it will be time to 

think about the Christmas Bird Counts and other birding 

activities. So get out there, go on some of our birding 

events and have fun! 

     This report covers the period July – mid-Oct. 

     Rare in our urbanized area, a Barn Owl was reported 

by John Yuhasz in Molino on 3 Jul. Very rare seen from 

shore, a Masked Booby* was in Destin 17‑21 Jul (Eric 

Bodker, Bruce Purdy). Very rare in summer 3 Tree 

Swallows were seen by Les Kelly and Bruce Furlow at 

Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary on 24 Jul and another that 

same day in Gulf Breeze (Bob Duncan). Lucy Duncan saw 

a Scissor-tailed Flycatcher at Ft Pickens on 25 Jul, 

only the 4th Jul record. Between 5-7 pairs of Great-

crested Flycatchers nested in the west end of Gulf 

Breeze during the summer (Bob Duncan). 

     August rare birds began with a White Pelican 

discovered by Eric Blomberg and Carole Tebay at Big 

Lagoon on 3 Aug. The species is very rare in summer. 

Two Great Shearwaters* spotted by James Pfeiffer off 

Pensacola Pass on 1 Aug were a great find of a rare pelagic 

species. Another and a Cory’s Shearwater* were 

observed 9 mi S of Perdido Pass on 4 Aug (Chris 

Dorgan). Casual in Aug, Michelle Werdung observed a 

Worm-eating Warbler in Cantonment on 2 Aug. An 

adult and juvenile Pin-tailed Whydahs were reported 

by Daniel Stangeland in Pace 10-11 Aug. This exotic 

species continues to be reported in small numbers. A rare 

western vagrant, a Western Tanager* was seen by John 

Yuhasz in Molino on 14 Aug. On schedule and on its most 

favored perch, an Olive-sided Flycatcher* was in Gulf 

Breeze on 30 Aug (Bob Duncan). This is the only reliable 

area to see this rare flycatcher in the entire state and 

usually only in the last two weeks of Aug. Rare in Aug, a 

Chestnut-sided Warbler was in Molino on 31 Aug 

(John Yuhasz). 

     The hotspot for rare birds for Sep started with four 

Yellow-headed Blackbirds* at the Okaloosa County 

Sewerage Treatment Facility 5-13 Sep (Rob Jamieson, 

Malcolm Swan, Shannon Hobson, Bruce Purdy, Daniel 

Stangeland). Two Bronzed Cowbirds* there 8-9 Sep 

were also great western finds (Bruce Purdy, Malcolm 

Swan, Shannon Hobson, Daniel Stangeland). They also 

found 13 rare Buff-breasted Sandpipers* there on 8 

Sep. A difficult ID, a Willow Flycatcher* was seen and 

heard calling at the International Paper Wetlands on 13 

Sep (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). Very early, a Blue-

headed Vireo* was found at Big Lagoon by Carole 

Tebay on 17 Sep. Casual in fall, a Painted Bunting was 

in Gulf Breeze on 23 Sep (Bob & Lucy Duncan). Tyler 

Smith photographed an adult Masked Booby* at 

Pensacola Beach on 21 Sep. Always a treat, a Scissor-

tailed Flycatcher was in Gulf Breeze on 5 Oct (Bob 

Duncan, Steve & Jack Jordan).  

     Very late was a Swainson’s Warbler* in Milton on 

9 Oct (Les Kelly). Very rare but reported more frequent-

ly in recent years, 5 White-faced Ibis* were observed 

in Walnut Hill on 8 Oct (John Yuhasz, Daniel Stangeland, 

Jerry & Brenda Callaway). A great find and very rare, a 

Clay-colored Sparrow* was photographed in 

Cantonment by Marie Lehmann on 9 Oct. 

    The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds. If 

you have something to report, please call Bob or Lucy 

Duncan at 932-4792 or email town_point@bellsouth.net 
 

*Species with asterisks require documentation so that 

they may be processed for the official ornithological 

record. 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net


Tripping with a Little Help from Our Friends         Ann  Forster 

One of the highlights of our trip to Panama was 

observing and even interacting with sloths. First we 

visited a Sloth Hospital and Re-Hab Center associated 

with our hotel.  They hand-rear many infants whose 

mothers have been killed on roads. Sloths are low and 

slow and their greenish-gray color blends right 

in with the pavement. There are two species – 

two-toed and three-toed. Each toe is equipped 

with a long strong claw. The two-toed are 

grouchy and dangerous to handle. The three-

toed have gentler dispositions and can be safely 

picked up. 

     We know that multi-celled animals such as 

humans and sloths do not live alone. We have 

populations of intestinal flora which assist in 

digestion and the recovery of important 

nutrients. We are, in a word, an ecosystem. The sloth 

ecosystem is more complex than most other mammals. 

They have intestinal flora at the level of ruminants 

because their diet is totally indigestible leaves. Digestion 

is such slow going that they descend from their current 

tree once a week to defecate. In their fur is another 

symbiont of blue-green algae. Also living in the fur is a 

colony of moths which eat the algae. When the sloth 

defecates, the moths come out and lay their eggs on the 

poop pile which the sloth slowly covers up. Then it 

begins to crawl toward a new tree. This is where tragedy 

can strike. If the best looking tree is across a busy road, 

survival is iffy. Our group was heading back for lunch 

when our driver noticed a sloth moving across the 

ground. We all piled out to watch. It looked as though it 

was swimming toward a small tree. Then it changed 

direction toward a stand of trees across the road. Uh oh. 

We asked our guide if we could help. He said it was 

three-toed so he could carry it to safety. The 

sloth kept swimming even though it was in 

mid-air. After he put it on a perfect tree, he 

said he had to wash his hands very soon. He 

could feel the moths moving around … the 

moths which had just visited a week’s worth of 

sloth poop. We assured him that he was our 

hero of the day but no one shook his hand. 

     Another good thing about visiting Panama is 

that there are excellent books on every 

interesting part of the trip. 

—The Path Between the Seas by David McCullough. 

A history of the building of the Panama Canal. 

—The Monkey’s Bridge by David Rains Wallace. A 

study of the movement and evolution of animals 

between North and South America. 

—Physician to the World: The Life of General 

William C. Gorgas by John Gibson. Dr. Gorgas’ 

medical expertise made the building of the Canal 

possible. 

—A Guide to the Birds of Panama by Robert Ridgely. 

One of the first field guides written by a field 

ornithologist. Good illustrations, great text. 

“Trees trade airborne aerosol signals, their 
fragrance alerts their neighbors. They can 
sense an attacking species and summon aid.” 
 

     This New York Times Best Seller is a fascinating 

collection of short stories about nature, and the 

people who have discovered the true value of trees, 

scientifically and philosophically. Richard Powers is a 

kind of modern day John Muir, whose fictional 

characters become solitary giants in their intense 

striving to teach us the value of forests—in preserving 

our own destiny on this threatened green planet. 

     This is a powerful, gripping reminder of how 

desperately we need the remaining wilderness, for 

our very survival on Earth.  An awesome book for all 

lovers of Nature, and those who care most deeply for 

our planet’s future.                                         JF 
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The Overstory  
 

by Richard Powers; W.W. Norton, New York, 2018. $27.95. 
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Migration Mysteries—There are so many variables 
that Cornell has scientists who have made whole careers 
figuring out the puzzles. The sandpiper group which nest 
above the Arctic Circle is (to me) the most puzzling. The 
adults migrate south before the hatchlings can even fly. 
They feed themselves by running around and wolfing 
down the abundant insects then head south on their own 
and an astounding number survive to places like the high 
altiplano of Bolivia. Another local fact is that our nesting 
Osprey which we observe every summer have a dimor-
phic migration. The female heads south in August and 
the male spends all year perching in the nest tree fre-
quently. In February, she returns to a jubilant male (and 
we are pretty jubilant ourselves). Then we think she 
says, "You haven't done a darn thing to this nest since 
I've been gone." At which point, he starts flying around 
and snapping dead branches out of the treetops and haul-
ing them back to Mama.  

     The Cornell Laboratory  of Ornithology website is 

really good.  

www.birds.cornell.edu/home/  
 

                                                                  Ann Forster 

2019 Christmas  Bird Count—The 

Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 

(CBC) will be held in Pensacola on 

Saturday, December 14, 2019. 

This is the 120th CBC conducted by 

the Audubon Society, a tradition 

started in 1900. 

      This year a new team will be assembled for an 

area that will be split into two areas. Participants will be 

requested as openings within the existing teams are 

expected. Expertise is not a requirement. The more 

eyes and ears we have the better the results. All 

participants need to be aware that this is usually a FULL 

day of birding starting around 5:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m.  

      If interested contact Daniel Stangland, 

dpstang71@yahoo.com, 850-686-3502 (text or call).  

     The count compilation dinner will be held at Franco's 

Restaurant, 523 E Gregory St, Pensacola. Participants 

can start arriving after 5:30 p.m. and the dinner will 

start at 6:00 p.m.  

President’s Message 
 

Reading through our Fall 2019 issue of “Audubon” was 

gravely troubled by the real and present danger to birds, 

and by extension to all living things, detailed by their 

threat analysis. This Climate Report is another clear bell 

toll echoing the Cornell Ornithology Lab’s earthshaking 

research published in the Journal “Science” quantifying 

the loss of 2.9 billion (@30%) breeding adult birds 

since 1970. These two reports are ”…a strong signal that 

our human-altered landscapes are losing their ability to support 

birdlife….And that is an indicator of a coming collapse of the 

overall environment” (Ken Rosenberg, Cornell 2019).   

     In this threatening environment, FMWAS has all our 

“oars in the water” and are pulling together to do our 

bit. Recently, we wrote the Santa Rosa County 

Commissioners and offered some research-based 

protections for the FWC “Threatened” Black Skimmers, 

Least Terns and Snowy Plovers, which nest at Navarre 

Beach Marine Park. We have urged them to petition 

FWC to designate the Marine Park a Bird Sanctuary.  

Equally, have applied and recently been awarded, by 

Audubon Florida/Florida Power and Light for funding 

for a project in partnership with Longleaf Pine Chapter/

Florida Native Plant Society, the City of Pensacola and 

UWF to establish three demonstration groves of native 

trees…Live Oaks, Bald Cypress and Mulberry trees and 

their typical native plant tiered understories at Bruce 

Beach in Pensacola. This demonstration is our “toe-hold” 

on the 11-acre Bruce Beach site with an eye on 

preserving, protecting and exclusively planting native 

trees and plants site-wide with an eye on creating an 

11-acre native and migratory Gulf Coastal Lowlands 

bird sanctuary in downtown Pensacola! 

     Back in my flying days, this is what we called an 

immediate action emergency. Meaning, if you, the 

aviator, didn't do the right emergency procedures and 

do them fast, the laws of gravity would soon take over. 

Cornell Lab and Audubon are pretty much on the same 

page on what must be done and strongly suggest you 

take the time to read both reports. 

                                              Michael Brower 

https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/
mailto:dpstang71@yahoo.com


Skimming—Remembering Francis Weston           Jere French 
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Remembering Francis Marion 

Weston (1887-1969), the 

creator and namesake of what 

became our Audubon chapter, 

a man almost none of us knew 

personally. So we rely on the 

memories of a few members, 

like Alan C. Sheppard who 

wrote a Skimmer memoir in 

April 1999, and Charles Kahn, 

who followed with his own personal recollections of 

Weston for us in April, 2001.  Both gentlemen, who 

tramped the forests and bogs as Boy Scout birders, in 

quest of merit badges under the maestro’s firm but 

temperate guidance, have also passed from us.      

     A few years before his death, Alan Sheppard and I 

were reflecting on such times, those early days of birding 

under the maestro’s wing, and he paused for a moment, 

sighed and told me the following story, recalled here in 

Alan’s words, as best I can remember them: 

     “It was a blistering summer afternoon.  We were two 

scouts, (including Fred Wicke as learned later), along 

with Mr. Weston, tromping about in a thicket in north 

county.  I don’t recall what birds we’d seen, or hoped to 

see, or much of anything besides how hot it was . . . and 

what happened there.  We were struggling through 

greenbrier and palmetto scrub when of a sudden we 

came upon a clearing, maybe half an acre, planted in 

some crop I didn’t recognize.  But we surely recognized 

the shotgun all right, which was suddenly thrust into our 

backsides, and then the dark scowl on the face of the 

farmer standing behind us. 

     “His hard eyes bore into us.  ‘You’re trespassin.’ 

     “Mr. Weston calmly and deliberately explained our 

purpose in that thicket, our binoculars and bird books, 

our innocent reason for being there, accidentally of 

course, on his still.  The man was unmoved by our story.  

He informed us that, innocent or not, we had crossed a 

line, his livelihood, and the consequences would 

necessarily be dire. 

     “ ‘Now I gotta shoot ya’ll.’ 

     “Mr. Weston never lost his cool, nor his north county 

drawl, creating, as it were, a hopeful sign of 

camaraderie, which eventually, after some agonizing 

moments of indecision and barter, bought us our 

freedom—on condition we stayed mum, totally.  

Forever.  Once we were safely ‘out of the woods’ my 

friend urged Mr. Weston to call the sheriff at once, but 

Mr. Weston shook his head, looking at us hard. 

       “ ‘We gave that man our word.’ 

       “ ‘But what he’s making is illegal!’ ” 

     According to Sheppard Mr. Weston nodded and said 

something like this: “True, it’s against the law.  But like I 

say, we gave that man our solemn word.  Sometimes a 

situation calls for a moral judgment.  We just have to 

think on it, which is the more honorable choice.  Maybe 

it’s just a personal thing.  Myself, I just have a strong 

belief in the value of a man’s word . . . perhaps even 

more than the law, if one is obliged to make such a 

distinction.” 

     Alan shrugged and shook his head, remembering the 

essence of it, if not the exact words.  It had been a long 

time since he had thought about the event itself, and this 

was perhaps the first time he had told anyone the story. 

     I wish I’d known Francis Marion Weston, from all 

accounts a man of singular character, and considering the 

extent to which the law has changed respective of 

moonshine, a man of sober wisdom. 

 

Note: Mr. Weston came to Pensacola in February 1916 to 

a drafting job at Pensacola Naval Air Station. His birding 

credentials were impeccable having been developed with 

some of South Carolina and Washington, DC’s most 

prominent ornithologists. We can be sure that his bird 

study here started the minute he stepped off the train. Dr. 

Cooke of the Smithsonian told him to send him monthly 

reports and to file spring and fall migration forms because 

our area was practically unknown ornithologically. 

George H. Lowery wrote: “His most important single 

publication was his 147-page paper entitled ‘A survey of 

the birdlife of northwestern Florida’ that was published in 

1965 as Bulletin 5 of the Tall Timbers Research Station. 

This annotated list provides a detailed summary of his 

then nearly fifty years of observation of birds in the Pen-

sacola area.1”   
1 Lowery, Jr., George H. (1975). In Memoriam: Francis 

  Marion Weston. The Auk, Vol. 92, p 796. 
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