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Governor Ron DeSantis made a historic commitment to Florida’s environment by signing a
sweeping executive order (19-12) on his second
day in office to address the water quality issues
that culminated in last summer’s harmful algal
blooms. A core piece of executive order 19-12 affirmed
that science will continue to guide Florida’s restoration
and resiliency efforts. Continuing to bring science-based
solutions back to Florida’s environmental obstacles; executive order 19-12 created the position of statewide
Chief Science Officer and the Blue-Green Algae Task
Force as well as the office of Coastal Resiliency and a
State Chief Resiliency Officer. Audubon contributed to
the development of this executive order and participated
in the historic announcement and will continue to work
with elected leaders during its implementation.
After confronting Florida’s water quality and conservation challenges, Governor Ron DeSantis released his
budget proposal to cheers from Audubon and many in
the conservation community. The water, wildlife,
habitat, and climate issues so core to Audubon’s values
featured prominently in the Governor’s budget proposal,
putting his words into actions. State budgets are a reflection of leadership goals and priorities. The EOG proposed budget is a clear example of an early commitment
to tackle the conservation challenges facing Florida.
Specifically, the Governor requested $625 million to
focus on water quality as well as Everglades restoration.
Our springs systems are in desperate need of help from
continued degradation from urban and agricultural runoff; $50 million earmarked for this effort will help
ongoing restoration efforts of these iconic systems.
Climate change is a fact of life for our State and the
Governor is looking ahead with a $6 million budget
request to assist local governments with sea level rise
planning and coastal resilience projects.
Land acquisition and land management are key
to providing improved habitat and maintaining
healthy watersheds. The Governor requested
$100 million for the Florida Forever program
alone and an additional $124 million for land
management.

$150 million has been requested for targeted water
quality improvements across the State to reduce nitrogen
and phosphorus pollution affecting our lakes, rivers and
estuaries from the Indian River Lagoon on Florida’s
Atlantic Coast to Choctawhatchee Bay in the Florida
Panhandle.
But of course, the governor doesn’t write the state’s
budget—the Florida Legislature does that. They also pass
legislation that controls the protection of our natural
resources. The House and Senate thus far have risen up
to the challenge and met and in some instances exceeded
the Governor’s budget requests. However they have
fallen short on the funds proposed for the Florida Forever
Program. The Governor (and Audubon) fully intends to
push to see that this important program is funded at the
highest levels.
Our top priorities include:
• Funding for land conservation through signature
programs like Florida Forever and the Rural and Family
Lands Protection Program;
• Advancing policies that combat Florida’s water quality
and quantity challenges;
• Supporting efforts that protect local environmental
safeguards and promote conservation and green energy;
and
• Fending off attempts to undermine protections for
water and habitat and enforcement of our environmental
laws.
Audubon and its team of experts in the Florida
Capitol continue to be the voice for science and the
public trust. We bring common-sense solutions and
grassroots advocates in every legislative district to bear
on these issues facing Florida.
The Governor continues to be consistent in his
message and in his actions regarding his focus on
improving Florida’s environment. Audubon
will also continue to remain razor-focused
through this legislative session for a successful
outcome.

Elizabeth Alvi, Director of Policy
Audubon Florida, Tallahassee

Field Trips

Birds and Brew— Afternoon

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope.
Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat,
water, and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips.
Please refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes
or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from the
experience in nature, and some participants are highly
sensitive to it. Carpooling is encouraged, as is sharing gas
expenses with the driver.
Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email
her at town_point@bellsouth.net .

□ Saturday, May 11. Blackwater River State
Forest. Join leaders Lucy and Bob Duncan exploring the
rich ecosystems in Blackwater where many Northwest
Florida birds breed. We expect to find some of them and
enjoy hearing their songs and calls while visiting this
treasured forest. We expect to see Red-cockaded
Woodpeckers, the secretive Bachman’s Sparrow, late
spring migrants, and breeding birds. Some spring
wildflowers will still be in bloom, and we hope to access
a seepage bog with rare pitcher plants. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
in the parking lot behind McDonald’s located at 6485
Hwy 90 in Milton. Bring a picnic lunch and a folding
chair as picnic table space is limited. Return by midafternoon. Just a quick note - Hall’s Hardware, 6606
Highway 90 in Milton is just up the road from
McDonald’s with an excellent selection of bird seed,
feeders, birdhouses, birdbaths, and garden supplies.

bird outings in downtown Pensacola. All
skill levels are welcome, from novice to
experienced birders ready to enjoy a
leisurely stroll. The 45 minute to one hour
walk will end with a trip to a local brewery
for conversation and a cold craft beer. Bring binoculars,
or if you forget them, come anyway as we may have a
pair to loan. Any questions, contact Lucy Duncan at
932-4792 or town_point@bellsouth.net .
□ Wednesday, May 15. 6:00 p.m. As the day cools
down, we’ll meet at the SW corner of Seville Square for
a walk to Admiral Mason Park and the waterfront along
the bay, ending up at the Pensacola Bay Brewery near
our starting point for a cold craft beer.

Bird Walks
These short bird walks are designed to introduce “future
birders” into the world of “Bird Watching.” We are
taking the summer off. Bird Walks will resume in
September.

Beach-nesting Birds
I hope you all are having a bountiful spring migration.
Spotting those common and maybe not so common
migrants means breeding season is just around the
corner. Least Terns and Black Skimmers have started
making their way to our area and you should be seeing
them along our coastline, beaches and rooftops shortly.
Once they settle down to nest, we will certainly be
looking for interested individuals to help with stewarding these colonies. For those of you who are not familiar
with Audubon’s seabird stewardship program, it is
basically dedicated individuals who are willing to spend
a couple of hours a week at a nesting colony, keeping an
eye out for nesting seabirds and doing a bit of education
to beachgoers. If this sounds like something you would
like to be a part of, please contact me, Caroline Stahala
at cstahala@audubon.org. The rooftop program is still
looking for monitors and chick checkers as well, please
contact Rebekah Snyder, rsnyder@audubon.org , to
find out more about opportunities at rooftops.

Sign up to receive an electronic copy of the
Skimmer newsletter, meeting reminders and
chapter news.
go to
fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
or
FMWAudubon.org
On the home page select the Publications tab
and then E-Letter tab.

Front page author, Beth Alvi, is Audubon Florida’s new Director of Policy based in Tallahassee, where she leads
the organization’s legislative efforts on water, wildlife, habitat and climate. She brings substantial experience in water policy and science to this position after years in Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection. She can be
reached at balvi@audubon.org .
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President’s Note

Annual Dinner Meeting
Thursday, May 16, 2019

Susanne Timmons

Please reserve your calendar for our Annual
Dinner, Thursday, May 16th. This year’s venue
will be the Student Services Center, Building
4200, Pensacola State College, Milton campus,
5988 US Hwy 90, Milton, Florida.
Dinner will be catered by Nouveau Pastries.
Social hour, silent auction and raffle begin at 5:30
p.m. Dinner, election of officers and guest speaker
will follow.

The news just doesn’t seem to be getting any better
about our planet’s future. Well, as clarified by one of our
members, the planet will be just fine, it’s the living things
that are in trouble.
Dr. Enid Sisskin with UWF recently spoke at our
membership meeting about plastics in our environment.
We have known for some time that plastics were an
environmental problem. Now researchers are finding that
tiny pieces of degraded plastic and synthetic fibers,
known as microplastics, are showing up in every corner
of the planet. The size of microplastics ranges from a
grain of rice to microscopic. They are easily ingested by
most of the living things in our food web. The long term
effects are still being studied, but they can’t be good. As
we well know, microplastics will be studied ad nauseam
before any steps are taken to deal with them. By then, the
damage may be irreversible.
As individuals, we often feel limited in what we can
do to change the course of nature or repair damages
already inflicted. However, if a lot of people did just a
few simple things, it could make a difference.
First, let’s limit our use of single-use plastics. It’s a
luxury we don’t need. Start by purchasing some reusable
grocery bags to use instead of those flimsy plastic ones.
Most grocers have them for around $1.00. If you forget
your reusable bags, ask for paper. Don’t fret about saving
trees. Wood/paper is a renewable and recyclable
resource. If the timber industry could not sell trees, what
do you think would be done with the acres of managed
forests? I doubt the land would be donated for
conservation. If you must use the plastic bags, please
recycle them. Every plastic bag wants to be reborn as a
something more useful.

Dr. Jeff Chanton, Guest Speaker

Climate History since the
Cretaceous (65 million years):
Dinosaurs, Mastodons, Humans!

Jeff Chanton is a Gulf Coast Native, born in New
Orleans, raised in Biloxi. He went to New College
in Sarasota for his Bachelors degree, and the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill for his
MS and PhD. In 1989 he joined the faculty at
Florida State, where he is a Lawton Professor and a
Fellow of the American Geophysical Union. In
2018, he was awarded a gold medal by the
Tallahassee Scientific Society.
Invitations with more details have been mailed to the
membership. Please RSVP as soon as possible.

For additional information, contact
Susanne Timmons, 850-529-9576.
Board Meetings—May 2 at 7:00 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church, 33 East Gregory St., Pensacola.
Meetings are open to members. Date and location may
change. Please contact a Board member for details and
to confirm date, time and location if you wish to attend.
See Officer/Committee contact information on page 8.
A planning meeting will be scheduled in the summer.

Reusable bags are an easy step everyone can take. Yet,
cashiers at a grocery store I frequent have estimated that
fewer than 30% of shoppers use them. Once you break
the plastic bag habit, move on to minimize the use of
other single-use plastics. Straws, cups, water bottles can
all be replaced by reusable alternatives. Baby steps…

Longleaf Chapter, Native Plant Society

Interested in native plants, visit
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Bob Duncan
This report covers mid-Jan through
March. Overwintering Neotropical
species such as Summer Tanagers
were reported from 6 different
birders through March. Spring
migrants began to trickle through in
disappointingly small numbers in March due primarily to
continued cold fronts penetrating as far south as the
southern Gulf and beyond. A new species for our area was
confirmed when visiting birder Anita Meagher was
reviewing her photos taken in 2013 and discovered one of
a Saltmarsh Sparrow* taken at Ft. Pickens on 29 Oct
13. She sent the photo to the Duncans, who agreed with
the ID and sent it to Dr. Jon Greenlaw, the expert on the
species who was instrumental in splitting Sharp-tailed
Sparrow into Nelson’s and Saltmarsh and he confirmed
the identification. There was only one previous sight
record for the species locally. Neotropical migrants began
to show up in better numbers with many at Ft. Pickens on
2 Apr. By the time this Skimmer reaches you, migration
will be at its peak.
Very rare in winter, 4 or more Least Bitterns* were
at International Paper Wetlands (IPW, no public access)
5 Dec–27 Mar (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). Also rare in
winter, 2 Nashville Warblers* were at Eastman/
Taminco Sanctuary 21 Jan (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow).
Also rare in winter, a Baltimore Oriole* was in
Cantonment 22 Jan (Michelle Werdung). A Western
Kingbird in Gulf Breeze 24 Jan was rare (Bob & Lucy
Duncan). Carole Tebay & Marcy McGahan observed a
rare Wood Stork in w. Pensacola 22-24 Jan. Rare visitor
from the west, an Ash-throated Flycatcher* was
found by the Duncans at the Okaloosa County Spray
Fields 26 Jan Another was at Ft. Pickens 8 Feb–31 Mar
(Jerry & Brenda Callaway, Daniel Stangeland). A Scissortailed Flycatcher was spotted by the Duncans at the
Okaloosa County Spray Fields on 26 Jan. Jerry & Brenda
Callaway observed 1-5 rare Lesser Black-backed
Gulls* at the catfish farms in n. Escambia Co. 27 Jan–10
Feb.
Rare birds in Feb began with the Callaway’s find of
an Anhinga at IPW 1–28 Feb and a No. Roughwinged Swallow was an early arrival there 28 Feb.
Establishing the first Feb records for the species, Les Kelly
& Larry Goodman observed 6 Black-bellied Whistling

Ducks at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 5–25 Feb. The
species is now becoming common in our area and was
unknown here prior to 2003. Seven Black Scoters*
lingered in Gulf Breeze until 3 Mar (Bob & Lucy Duncan).
Becky McQueen & Christie Barry spotted an exotic
escaped Common Myna Feb 9 during the Ascend
Chemicals FMWAS field trip. A Broad-winged
Hawk* spotted by Jan Lloyd in Pensacola on 14 Feb
established the first local Feb record. An Eared Grebe*
found in Gulf Breeze 15 Feb was a rare find (Les Kelly,
Michael Brower). Rare but regular in recent years, a
Pacific Loon* was at Ft. Pickens 20 Feb (Bob & Lucy
Duncan). Barn Swallows arrived early with 2 birds in
Gulf Breeze 25 Feb (Bob Duncan).
Rare in winter, an Indigo Bunting was in
Cantonment 22 Feb (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). Also rare
in winter, a Lark Sparrow* was at Ft. Pickens 2–28 Feb
(Jerry & Brenda Callaway, Bob & Lucy Duncan). A
Greater White-fronted Goose was at Tiger Pt. 24 Feb
(Joe Stukey). Surprise visitors were 2 Snow Geese at
Tiger Pt. 24 –28 Feb (Robert Ludlow, Cindy Fox).
Topping off Feb was a Long-tailed Duck* found by
Helen & John Caffrey at Ft. Pickens 28 Feb.
Rare birds in March began with two Cliff
Swallows* at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 5 Mar and
were early arrivals (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow, Larry
Goodman). Rare and always a good find, a Brown
Creeper was in Molino 7 Mar (John Yuhasz). Two
Glossy Ibis* were at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary
11–18 Mar (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow). Very rare Purple
Gallinules were at IPW 17–23 Mar (Jerry & Brenda
Callaway). Very rare in Spring, an Ash-throated
Flycatcher* was at Ft. Pickens 31 Mar (Daniel
Stangeland, Jerry & Brenda Callaway). An early
Northern Waterthrush* was in Gulf Breeze 30 Mar
(Bob & Lucy Duncan). Mel Chandler reported a Redbilled Tropicbird* in the sound in Gulf Breeze 9 Mar.
Was this the same bird that delighted hundreds of birders
in the past two years? Is it still in the area?
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy species.
If you have something to report, please call Bob or Lucy
Duncan at 932-4792 or email town_point@bellsouth.net.
*Species with asterisks require documentation so they may
become part of the ornithological record.
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Tripping to Panama...Again

Ann Forster

Our first birding visit to Panama was in 1985. My, how
things have changed. Panama City used to be a sprawling
tropical place with many graffitied smoke-belching buses
and run-down everything. Now the traffic is still awful
but there are skyscrapers everywhere and the air is
cleaner. On that first trip, we stayed at a nice Holiday
Inn near the airport. It was only a few minutes from the
Tocumen Marshes which were a legendary birding hotspot. Soon after our trip, Manuel Noriega took over the
Holiday Inn making it an R & R resort for his
Army and allowed the Tocumen Marshes to
be destroyed.

Another “must do” field trip was to the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute on Barro Colorado Island in
the Panama Canal. The lab and its projects began as soon
as the Canal was opened so is over 100 years old. We
hiked a loop trail and had lunch and a film about the
projects.
Some of the most productive outings were right
around the grounds of the hotel. There are nature trails,
a botanical garden, and a sloth rescue facility. Everyone
got looks at the elusive Rosy-thrush Tanager.
You know a bird is special if they can’t decide
if it is a thrush or a tanager.
Another morning we got going very early
to beat the traffic and headed to the Pacific
side. We drove some dirt side roads and got an
entirely different assortment of birds in the
drier, less dense vegetation. One of the
highlights was spotting many migratory flocks
of hawks and vultures. Another of our stops was at a
large bay at very low tide. There was a flock of gulls,
terns, and shorebirds on black muck flats. We estimated
somewhere between six and seven thousand birds.
We never had an outing that failed to produce new
and different birds. Subtle habitat differences are
important and the company that managed our trip is not
named PANAMAZING for nothing.

On our recent trip our contingent from
FMW Audubon stayed in the Gamboa
Rainforest Reserve on the Panama Canal. It
was the swankiest, and in many ways, the
best jumping off place ever for day, night,
and boat trips. We had excellent guides. All of us listed
life birds, mammals, and reptiles. Our first outing was a
day trip (complete with ample box breakfasts and
lunches) to a huge rice plantation. Timing is everything
and it was harvest season. A big Massey Ferguson
combine was mowing the stalks down which sent insects
aloft to be met by insectivorous birds which attracted
bird-eating raptors. The marshy areas at the edges
offered yet more great sightings.

Book Review

THE FIRST EDEN: THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD AND MAN
David Attenborough

Most of us are familiar with David Attenborough’s wilderness and wildlife
specials from PBS Television. His slogs through mountain and rain forest
terrain, always whispering to us as he describes the amazing creatures he comes
upon--as if by accident--and he writes with the same seemingly breathless
amazement at what he sees, studies and relates to us. No difference here, if
anyone can make geologic history exciting it would be Mr. Attenborough.
Here, in one concise telling, is the history of The Mediterranean Sea, from sea
to desert and back to sea again—in relatively short (geologic) time. Animal, plant and human history are
all succinctly covered in the evocative style of a gifted story teller. In four parts, beginning with The
Making of the Garden, we learn both the natural and the human history of arguably the most significant
natural and cultural artifact in the history of our planet. First published in 1987 it is still available through
Amazon marketing.
JF
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Bruce Beach—Barbara Albrecht
reported that Bruce Beach has great
potential in becoming a living lab
and cross pollinating several active
organizations and the public. The
FMWAS has been visiting this site
and conducting bird counts for
several years, the Native Plant Society has done a fall plant
identification, and the Florida Public Archaeology Network
(FPAN) hopes to host archaeology summer camps there.
She has met with the Marine Science Academy from
Washington High School about studying water quality and
Dixon School of the Arts and Sciences on a living
classroom. The SCAPE Landscape Architecture group
plans to incorporate educational signage. Barbara has
encouraged them to include FMWAS and the Native Plant
Society in the approval process.
GLOBAL BIG DAY
Watch birds May 4, 2019

Enter what you see and
hear on eBird
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology
wants you to make every bird count on Global Big
Day, May 4, 2019! It is easy and fun. First sign in or
create a new account at eBird.org and then report
your sightings for the day, hour or any period of
time. You can select your backyard or any location
you observe birds. Click on the hot spots near you
and venture out to one of the identified hot spots in
our area. Last year, eBird reported 7,025 species
counted in one day. Be a part of the science!
For instructions on how to participate, go to

FMWAS Special Award—Each year FMWAS
sponsors a Special Award in the Senior Division for the
West Panhandle Regional and Engineering Fair held at
the University of West Florida. On Feb. 4, Jan Lloyd
was the judge and interviewed 22 students about their
research and experiments to determine the Special
Award recipient. The criteria are broad enough to
include all of the competition categories, but we choose
a project with an environmental theme that could have a
positive impact on our earth and the organisms living
here.
This year’s FMWAS Special Award winner is
Claire Han. Claire used a solar energy driven
membrane distillation process to make fresh water from
undrinkable water. Claire and several other students this
year were inspired to work on projects like this after
thinking of those people around Panama City and to the
north who did not have adequate clean drinking water
after Hurricane Michael. These young people will have a
positive effect on our world!
The FMWAS Special Award includes a certificate of
achievement, an appropriate book for a young scientist, a
copy of the FMWAS Skimmer newsletter, a FMWAS
t-shirt and a year’s membership in National Audubon
Society which includes Florida Audubon as well as
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society locally.

Bird of the Year—Brown Pelican
Here are some interesting highlights from eBird on the
Brown Pelican. Over 636,000 checklists have been
submitted in the United States with observations of the
Brown Pelican. The State of Florida has submitted
198,000 checklists with Brown Pelican
observations. Location maps in eBird
indicate observation areas from the
ebird.org/globalbigday
Atlantic, Pacific and Gulf of Mexico
coasts plus the coastal areas of Central
eBird Essentials— Free Online Tutorial
and South America where the Brown
New to eBird? You will learn you how use eBird.
Pelican has been observed. Cornell’s
website “All About Birds” (www.allaboutbirds.org)
Already use eBird? You may find something you
indicates the pelicans move within the coastal ranges
didn’t know, learning more ways to make the
post breeding dispersal to follow concentration of fish.
program work for you.
The Brown Pelican story is one of recovery even with
Go to:
pesticides, loss of habitat, and oil spills. We can say it
academy.allaboutbirds.org/product/ebird-essentials/
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Skimming —The Woods

Jere French

We’re driving west on US 98, through a seemingly
endless sprawl of commercial clutter—until suddenly,
as in a mirage, we find ourselves enclosed in blissful
serenity; pine, hickory, yaupon and oak; oh yes, trees
branching overhead, encircling us, engaging us. We
relax, we smile inwardly and slow down. We are at last
peacefully in our own world. We are in Gulf Breeze.
Just like that, like Alice going through
the looking glass; clutter ceases, forest
begins, and the serenity all but
overcomes us. The little entrance sign
reads ‘ENTERING GULF BREEZE’
which is comforting but not wholly
truthful. No, in truth we are entering the
Naval Live Oaks gateway to the Gulf
Islands National Seashore, far from the
Gulf or the sandpipers, or sunbathers or
historic Ft. Pickens, but nonetheless we
are gliding through a pleasantly peaceful remedy for
what has been ailing us since leaving Ft. Walton. We
roll down the window and a presence of fresh air
surrounds us. Nature closes over us. We are in The
Woods. As we let the gas pedal lag, we can steal a

Digging Up The Dirt—Part 2
Now that the planting hole is dug and
ready for that new gardenia, what do
we fill it with?
Compost: Any readily
decomposing organic material,
regardless of its nature may be
considered for use, normally by
mixing with planting soil.
We’re talking garbage here:
eggshells, stuff no longer edible from
the fridge, animal waste (yes poop),
but mainly decaying plant material
including twigs, bark, and rotting
wood. All the things that we
normally jettison our plants cherish.
You can store up compost in many

glance left and right into unsullied greenery, fresh new
growth and the beginning of summer, tree limbs casting
shadows over the pavement, bewitching, enchanting.
We sigh, we relax, we’re home again.
So then, slow down the rest of you on your mad
dash to where ever. This tunnel of greenery doesn’t last
forever, no matter how much you wish it might. Three
miles is all you get—unless you have
the time, or the will to leave the
pavement for the moment--or the
hour, or longer, or whatever time you
can afford to take from your mad
dashing, windows up, air conditioning
and Sirius blaring and blasting. Park
the beast and start walking along a
trail, any trail. Smell the sweet air of
summer. Gaze at the bay, the sound,
either will do. Look up and identify
four tree species. Look down and count three flowering
natives, a couple of beetles, an anole or a butterfly.
Count at least six bird songs before you get back behind
the wheel. Take a deep breath, whistle or hum
something. Breathe.

Compost, Mulch, and Soil Amendments

ways—bins, garbage cans or just piled
up in some secluded corner. It can be
smelly. Best of course, and easiest,
all those fallen leaves you’ve raked
up. People bag them up to be hauled
away, and then buy fertilizer.
Crazy. Just mix your compost in
with the planting soil.
Mulch: This is basically
stuff for top dressing, used under and
around plant beds to hold down weed
growth, and has little or no value in
aiding your newly planted gardenia.
Almost anything: straw, pine needles,
shells, pebbles, gravel, sawdust, and
even ground up tires are so used.
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This stuff contributes little or nothing
to the growth and health of your new
plant.
Soil amendments: At best this
refers to the mixing of pumice, gravel
and such to the topsoil or compost to
improve drainage. Mostly an
afterthought, except when dealing
with specifically claylike soils, or in
cases of extreme alkaline soils, to
increase acidity.
So get planting.
Note: Digging Up the Dirt (part 1) is
in the previous issue of the Skimmer,
Jan-Feb-Mar 2019, Skimming on
page 7.
JF
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