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The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society
Great Backyard Bird Count
YOU’RE INVITED
WHEN: Feb.15-18, 2019 — WHO: Everyone interested in birds — WHY: To gather information on
the status of birds throughout the world — WHERE: Anywhere, as long as you watch for 15 minutes
Our Audubon chapter, FMWAS, has supported the Great
Backyard Bird Count since the count began in 1998. The
GBBC is co-sponsored by the National Audubon Society
and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. We ask our
members to count the birds at their feeders, in their
neighborhood or favorite birding spot and then report the
species and the number of each species.
The collected data provides ornithologists with a quick
look at the bird population present in the 100+
countries with submitted bird reports. This data should
present our scientists with concerns for future efforts in
bird conservation. And, hopefully provide some indicators
of success with past bird project efforts.
This online project presents a great opportunity to
introduce your child or grandchild to the birds nearby and
allows them to be a part of an ongoing science project.
This free, fun, family-friendly activity gets everyone outof-doors, enjoying nature, becoming a part of the
worldwide family of birders.
Last year, over 192,000 people participated worldwide
and counted over 6,400 species. There were many
interesting observations. Here are a few:
• The Northern Cardinal was the most frequently
reported species (reported on 48,956 checklists).
• Snow Geese had the highest number of
individuals counted (a total of 4,957,116).
• California submitted the most
checklists (8,530). Florida was 7th (5,612)
with 290 species reported.
• 2018 was a “good” year for Snowy
Owls moving south of the Arctic, at least in
the eastern U.S. and southern Canada.

• Collared-Doves, a species native to India, escaped
into the wild in the Bahamas during a pet-shop robbery in
the 1970s. This species has been expanding northwest
across the United States and into Canada ever since. They
are common in our area.
Of course, we want to have Northwest Florida birds
counted, so we depend on you to go out and count birds
on Friday, February 15, through Monday, February 18.
What do you need to do to get ready for the 2019
GBBC?
Gathering the data and reporting it are two important
steps in this Citizen Science Project. First, go online,
gbbc.birdcount.org, and sign up (or log in) and read about
the GBBC, its history and how to conduct your count and
enter the data you have collected (select the instructions
(pdf) in right sidebar.
Next, if you don’t have a bird feeder, you may want to
buy one and put it up at least 2 weeks before the Feb. 15th
weekend. Hang it close enough to the house for clear
viewing but near enough to a thick shrub so the birds have
a place to hide from predators.
Make as many counts as you want. Count anywhere for
at least 15 minutes. Keep a checklist with location, date,
start and stop times, each species seen and number of
individuals of each species. Make a new
checklist for each day, each new location,
and each new time at the same location. Go
to the Submit Observations tab on
gbbc.birdcount.org to enter your data and
be sure you keep a copy for your files.
HELP COUNT THE BIRDS

New Requirement—All participants in published
events and excursions must sign a Release and Indemnification Form which is valid through 2019. Leaders will
have forms for those who have not yet signed one. The
form is online: fmwaudubon.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/10/Release_Indemnification.pdf

Field Trips
Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water,
and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please
refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in
nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it.
Carpooling is encouraged, as is sharing gas expenses with
the driver.
Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email
her at town_point@bellsouth.net.
□ Saturday February 9. Ascend Wildlife Refuge
Birding. Sharhonda Owens will lead us through the
Ascend Wildlife Refuge in search of wintering birds.
Long pants and closed toe shoes are required. You
must sign up by contacting Lucy Duncan at 932-4792
by Wednesday, Feb. 6th and leave your name, phone and
number of participants in your party. We will ride in
their vehicles, so attendance is limited. Expect easy
walking. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot of Ascend
Neighborhood Park located on the north side of Old
Chemstrand Road before reaching the main gate. Ascend
will provide picnic lunches.
□ Saturday, March 9. Gulf State Park and
Stonehenge anyone? Well, almost! Following birding
at Gulf State Park, Alabama, we will visit a replica of
Stonehenge called “Bamahenge” near Elberta, Alabama.
Birding on the grounds there may hold some prehistoric
surprises as well. . . name your favorite dinosaur –
Stegosaurus? Tyrannosaurus? or is it Triceratops? This
trip might really be quite a trip, winter residents
included, and who knows? Perhaps even a few very early
Purple Martins or Parulas! Lunch at a restaurant in Foley
after the State Park portion of the trip. Meet at the
Greer’s Cash Saver grocery at 4051 Barrancas, just east of
Navy Blvd. at 7:30 a.m. Trip led by the Duncans.
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□ Saturday, April 13. Ft. Morgan, Alabama for
migrants. At the height of Spring migration, we’ll find
ourselves at one of the premier places on the northern
Gulf Coast for birds. Bring your lunch and drinks for the
morning, and plan for a modest entrance fee to Ft.
Morgan. Meet leaders Lucy and Bob Duncan at Greer’s
Cash Saver grocery at 4051 Barrancas, just east of Navy
Blvd. at 7:30 a.m.
□ Wednesday, April 24. Dauphin Island,
Alabama. NOTE MEETING TIME. One of the
famous migrant traps along the northern Gulf Coast,
Dauphin Island can be stunning with spring migrants.
Leaders Lucy and Bob Duncan expect to encounter
shorebirds and warblers as well as other migrants on the
island from shorelines to coastal woodland. Bring
sunscreen, insect repellant, snacks and drinks for this
excursion. Meet for carpooling by 7:00 a.m. in the
Walmart Neighborhood Market parking lot, 9301 Pine
Forest Rd (south corner of Pine Forest and Nine Mile
Road), or at about 8:00 behind the Shell Station at
Spanish Fort, AL. (Alabama Coastal Birding Trail Site
25. (http://www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com/
trails/eastern_shore_loop.asp). No cars can be left at
the Shell Station! The first stop on the island will be at
Cadillac Park. Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. Some
participants may want to return via the ferry across
Mobile Bay (fee) and bird Ft. Morgan. On Dauphin
Island, we will picnic at Cadillac Park under ancient
oaks hopefully dripping with birds.

Birds and Brew— Sunday
afternoon bird outings in downtown
Pensacola. All skill levels are welcome,
from novice to experienced birders ready to
enjoy a leisurely stroll. The 45 minute to
one hour walk will end with a trip to a local
brewery for conversation and a cold craft beer. Bring
binoculars, or if you forget them, come anyway as we
may have a pair to loan. Any questions, contact Lucy
Duncan at 932-4792 or town_point@bellsouth.net .
□ Sunday, March 24. 5:00 p.m. Celebrate the first
weekend of Spring! Meet at Bruce Beach just west of
Maritime Park on Main Street for birding, then join the
group for a brew at a local brewery nearby.
□ Sunday, April 28. 5:00 p.m. Let’s polish off April
birding again at Bruce Beach (see above). We’ll choose
which craft brewery to visit after birding, and enjoy a
cold beer.

Bird Walks

Chapter Meetings

These short bird walks are designed to introduce “future
birders” into the world of “Bird Watching.” If you have
ever been curious about this activity or just enjoy the
birds in your backyard, come join us to learn about our
area birds. Families with children are welcome. If you
have binoculars bring them. If not, we will have a few
‘loaners’ available. Bug spray, long pants and bottled
water is recommended for our outdoor walks. For
details, call Scott Rathkamp, 776-9736.

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at
7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center
(Bldg. 21), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport Blvd.,
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise noted. The
meeting room is located across the breezeway from
the planetarium. Refreshments are provided. Guests
are welcome!
□ Thursday, February 28, 2019. Our speaker
will be Dr. Enid Sisskin. She received her PhD from
Columbia University, worked at the National
Institute of Environmental Health Sciences as a
researcher, at Everglades National Park as a
Resource specialist, and as a Lecturer at the
University of West Florida.
Her presentation will be about plastic
pollution problems. In addition to human health
concerns there are serious environmental concerns.
Most shorebirds, sea turtles and various other
marine organisms have plastics inside them. Much of
the plastics entering the rivers and oceans is “single
use” items such as plastic bags, cups, bottles, straws,
etc. All of us can help reduce the amount of these
types of plastics reaching waterways by using less and
disposing of them properly.

□ Feb 17, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.—Great Backyard Bird
Count at Ann Forster's backyard, 447 Creary St,
Pensacola, FL 32507. (see page 1 for GBBC information)
□ Sat, Mar 16, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Gulf Islands Nat'l
Seashore - Fort Pickens/Langdon - Fort Pickens
Rd, Pensacola Beach. We will meet in the large parking
lot on the north side of Ft Pickens Rd just before the
park property begins. There is a fee to enter the park so
we will try to car pool with the 'park pass holders'. We
should see a good cross section of birds, from winter
residents to early migrants, and gulls, terns and ospreys.
Larry Goodman will lead our bird walk.
□ Sat, Apr 20, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Gulf Islands Nat'l
Seashore - Fort Pickens/Battery Worth - Fort
Pickens Rd, Pensacola Beach. We will meet in the large
parking lot on the north side of Ft Pickens Rd just before
the park property begins. There is a fee to enter the park
so we will try to car pool with the 'park pass holders'.
We are well into the spring migration so this should be
an exciting with many different species 'passing thru' on
their way north. Steve Coster will lead our bird walk.

□ Programs and speakers for our March 28 and
April 25 meetings will be announced on our
website and Facebook pages.
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Board Meetings—Feb 7, Mar 7, and Apr 4 at
7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33 East
Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are open to members.
Date and location may change. Please contact a Board
member for details and to confirm date, time and
location if you wish to attend. See the Officer/
Committee contact information on page 8.

Saturday, April 20, 2019
Earth Day Pensacola

Bayview Park from 10:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. The theme for this
year is “Energy, Transportation and
Sustainability.” If you would like to volunteer to
help at our table please contact Dana Timmons,
Timmons.Dana@gmail.com or 256-505-1143.

Bird Banding at Ft. Morgan—The public is

invited Apr 16 (noon to 3 p.m.), Apr 17-19 (8 a.m. to
3 p.m.) and Apr 20 (8 a.m. to noon), courtesy of
Birmingham Audubon and its partners. https://
birminghamaudubon.org/birdbanding/

Longleaf Chapter, Native Plant Society
Interested in native plants, visit
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Bob Duncan
This report covers mid-Oct through
mid-Jan. Fall migration through
mid-Oct was very slow but the
feather dam opened up in Nov and
Dec with lots of late arriving
migrants. Reports of “good” birds
were so numerous that space
constricts the number contained herein. I will try to cover
the highlights and beg forgiveness if your “good” bird does
not appear!
A Greater White-fronted Goose* appeared in
Ann Forster’s neighborhood on 19 Oct (Katie Barnes,
many observers) and is present as of this writing (15 Jan).
Only the 8th area record, a tropical Yellow-green
Vireo* appeared in the Duncan yard in Gulf Breeze on
20-21 Oct (Bob & Lucy Duncan). Latest ever by 2 days,
a Canada Warbler* was there on 20 Oct. An
unbelievable surprise, well-documented and photoed was
a Masked Booby* at International Paper Wetlands
(IPW) on 22 Oct (Brenda & Jerry Callaway). A total of
21 Western Kingbirds* were reported in the area from
26 Oct to early Jan by many observers with 5 in the
Duncan neighborhood on 3 Jan.
Ft. Pickens hosted 8 White-winged Scoters* on
4 Nov (Bob & Lucy Duncan) and another was at Eastman/
Taminco Sanctuary 19 Nov (Les Kelly, Larry Goodman,
Bruce Furlow) but Black Scoters* stole the show with
unprecedented numbers beginning with 300 reported off
Navarre Beach 11 Nov (David Whipple) and numerous
reports from many observers as of this writing. A Baybreasted Warbler* in the Duncan yard 24 Nov was the
latest ever by 3 days. Rare but regular fall visitor from the
west, an Ash-throated Flycatcher* was in the Duncan
neighborhood 16 Nov, another was at the Okaloosa Co.
Spray Field 19 Nov – 17 Dec (Bill Stanley et al.) and
another was at Ft. Pickens 30 Nov (Bob & Lucy Duncan).
Very rare in fall, a female Painted Bunting* was in
Pensacola 11 Nov (Marcy McGahan). A Least
Flycatcher* 16 Nov at IPW (Jerry & Brenda Callaway,
photos) was latest ever by 19 days. A very rare Wood
Stork was on Garçon Pt. 17-18 Nov (Les Kelly). Very
late was a Red-eyed Vireo 20 Nov (Bob & Lucy
Duncan) and Bay-breasted Warbler* 22 Nov in Gulf
Breeze. Fifteen Common Ground-Doves in Molino 25
Nov was a high number (John Yuhasz). A Least
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Bittern at IPW 5 Dec was a late lingerer (Jerry & Brenda
Callaway).
December reports began with 6 Black-bellied
Whistling-Ducks at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary
1 Dec, a first Dec record of this tropical species (Les
Kelly, Bruce Furlow). The birds were present as of this
writing establishing a first Jan record as well. Rare in
winter, a female Painted Bunting* was in the Duncan
yard on 2 Dec. Also rare in Dec was a Black & White
Warbler in Pace 2 Dec (Daniel Stangeland). No fewer
than 5 Summer Tanagers* were reported in the area
this Dec, a rare species reported more frequently in recent
winters. Also reported more frequently in winter was
a Rose-breasted Grosbeak* 7 – 18 Dec in sw.
Pensacola (Karen Stanmore) and another there 16 Dec
(Marcy McGahan) as well as 3 reports of Indigo
Buntings in Gulf Breeze. Global warming?
Establishing the 24th area record, a female Blackheaded Grosbeak* was at Mickey Quigley’s feeder in
w. Pensacola on 17 Dec to 11 Jan (Mickey Quigley, John
Yuhasz). A Blue Grosbeak* was a rare find in winter in
the Duncan’s yard 22 Dec. A Clay-colored
Sparrow* in Gulf Breeze 26 Dec was also very rare
(Scot, photo, Lucy & Bob Duncan). A Pacific
Loon* was spotted in the bay in Gulf Breeze on 27 Dec
(Scot & Bob Duncan). Only the 2nd Dec area record,
a Black Tern was observed at the Ft. Pickens entrance
on 30 Dec (Will, Scot, Lucy Duncan & Caralyn
Zehnder).
Only the 2nd area record for Jan, a female American
Redstart was found at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary on
3 Jan (Les Kelly). Sixteen Wood Storks were at Ascend
Chemicals on 4 Jan (Chris Davis). Les Kelly & Larry
Goodman observed two Neotropical migrants at
Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary that should have been in
warmer climes. On 7 Jan a Yellow Warbler* was
observed and on 14 Jan a Northern Rough-winged
Swallow* there. An Allen’s Hummingbird* banded
by Fred Bassett at Sharon & Tom Maxwell’s in Niceville
on 27 Nov was the area’s 7th.
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds. If
you have something to report, please contact Bob or Lucy
Duncan at town_point@bellsouth.net or 932-4792.
*Species with asterisks require documentation so that they
may become part of the ornithological record.

Tripping to St. Marks—The Spark
Most all birders I know can cite a moment that set them
afire with the birding virus. I had ornithology in college
with Dr. Julian Dusi. He did the early research on the
northward spread of Cattle Egrets in North America and
documented the first Alabama nesting records. It was a
privilege to take his classes. Dan (my husband) was an
industrial engineer at Lockheed Aircraft and loved the
outdoors but was lukewarm on looking at birds. During
our first winter in Atlanta we had snow on a Friday night
and on Saturday we could see birds all around our
apartment building struggling to find food. Dan slipped
and slid over to the little grocery shop and bought a bag
of bird seed. He fashioned a feeding tray and hung it
out our third floor window. It was soon covered in
Purple Finches, Goldfinches, Siskins, Blue Jays, and
even a Red-headed Woodpecker. We added raisins
and pecans and bought more seeds. We sat on the
side of the bed with my college Peterson field guide.
On Monday we were back at work and Dan was
talking about our bird event. His co-workers told him
to go tell Wally Dreyfoos, a Division Manager. As luck
would have it, Wally was president of Atlanta Audubon
and insisted that we go on their field trip to Eufaula
National Wildlife Refuge the next Saturday. We saw
more species of ducks than we knew existed and even

Ann Forster

had a Golden Eagle with close-ups through Wally’s
telescope. Dan asked Wally where else we could go and
he sent us to St. Marks. We stopped and bought a tube
of toothpaste and two tooth brushes for our weekend kit
and checked into a motel in Tallahassee. On Sunday
morning we were in St. Marks refuge. Eufaula was great
but St. Marks was overwhelming. That Peterson guide
was wearing out and the spark was ignited. Dan’s
immediate reaction, “We need better binoculars, a
telescope and tripod, and a camera.”
It was no surprise to us that the St. Marks NWR
winter field trip is so popular. While we still lived in
Atlanta, we often left after work to
spend the weekend in that area birding,
taking pictures, and exploring. It is best
in spring, fall, and winter. We went on
July 4, once…just in time for the
Yellow-fly Festival. Stick to the cooler
months. The best part is that your possibilities for nature
study and observation are almost unlimited. There are
several State Parks (Wakulla Springs and Ochlocknee),
National Forest (Apalachicola), and historic sites from
Spanish colonial through Civil War.
I guess that was the most expensive bag of bird seed
ever but in a good way.

Honored by the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center — At the 50th Anniversary Celebration, December 10,
2019, the Center honored the organizations that have partnered with them giving their funds, projects, donations
and hours of service over the years enhancing the Center’s ability to educate students more effectively about
Florida’s special ecosystems and its valuable natural resources. Molly O’Connor awarded a certificate of appreciation
to each and a plaque will be hung with the names displayed. The plaque reads:
Thank you to these organizations for their generous partnership
with the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center.
“Alone we can do so little: together we can do so much” – Helen Keller
As an early partner, our members built a water feature to attract birds, painted a wildlife mural on the Bird Bus (a
school bus with one way windows for observing birds), participated in projects and volunteered at Center public
events. When resources were limited, we worked with the Escambia County School District and we hired Audubon
naturalists as educators for 11 years ensuring that the maximum number of Escambia County students could visit the
center. The Center recognized us as an influential partner leaving one of the best legacies —a love for educating
students. Each year our members donate funds to provide Audubon Adventure Program educational materials for
students to take home.
Exciting times. A new classroom building is almost finished; and with a 2018 Impact 100 grant, they will create a
butterfly house and an ‘undersea’ classroom; and buy an inflatable, portable planetarium.
Want to visit the center? The public is invited to Night of Nature, Friday, March 8, 2019 from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
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2019 Spring Bird Classes—We are offering
classes about bird identification and bird ecology.
Wings Above Pensacola (bird migration). Class
on March 21. Field trip on March 23.
The Basics of Birding (beginning birding with
shorebird identification). Two classes on March 26
and April 2. Field trip on April 6.
Our Backyard Raptors (raptor identification and
ecology). Class on May 1. Field trip on May 4.
Each class will be held at the Pensacola Public Library,
downtown, at 239 N. Spring Street. Experienced
Audubon chapter birders will instruct the classroom
sessions from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. (Our Backyard Raptors
class will start at 5:30 p.m.). Field trips (2-4 hours) on
Saturday will follow each class.
To register or for more information, contact Mary
Jones, Chapter Education Chair, brumarclyde@cox.net
or 850-288-0488. To confirm your registration, send a
participant contribution of $25 for each class. Please
note on your check (payable to FMW Audubon Society)
and the class title and send to FMW Audubon Society,
P.O. Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 before March 19,
2019. Note: This event is not sponsored or endorsed by the
West Florida Public Libraries or Escambia County.
Bird of the Year—Brown Pelican
Removed as an endangered species in
2009, the Brown Pelican is still facing
some threats from encroachment, hurricanes, and entanglement from fishing
line and hooks.
Dorothy Kaufmann says many of the
Brown Pelicans brought into the Wildlife Sanctuary of
Northwest Florida are first year birds coming from Alabama and Louisiana nesting grounds. These young
birds tangle with fishing lines and are not yet expert
hunter-divers. This may lead to starvation or dependency on fishermen. The Sanctuary population increases
heavily in fall and winter with young birds. As spring
comes, most have recovered and depart leaving only a
few permanently injured birds. The high recovery level
is a fantastic success story for the Wildlife Sanctuary!
On page 7 are some great informative links to the
perils faced by the Brown Pelican and its recovery.

2018 Pensacola Christmas Bird Count
Results—The Pensacola Christmas Bird Count
was conducted on December 15th. Twelve teams
set out on a cold and cloudy day in search for as
many species that could be found within our 15
mile diameter birding circle. After more than 12
hours of birding and over 425 traveled miles (collectively),
the 12 teams tallied up 129 different species of birds which
was three more that last year’s count of 126. A grand total
of 15,535 birds beat out last year’s total of 13,461.
The rarities found during the count were: 13 Redbreasted Nuthatches, 1 Semi-palmated Plover, 16 Black
Scoters, 3 Western Kingbirds, 4 White Ibis, 7 Rubythroated Hummingbirds, 2 Caspian Terns, 1 Barred Owl
(count week), 1 Common Ground-Dove, 1 Tri-colored
Heron and 1 Indigo Bunting.
Thirteen species were seen by all 12 groups—Doublecrested Cormorants, Laughing Gull, Royal Tern,
Mourning Dove, Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, Carolina Wren, Rubycrowned Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, European Starling,
Yellow-rumped Warbler and Northern Cardinal. Top 5
most counted birds - Laughing Gull 2062, European
Starling 2057, Yellow-rumped Warbler 1264, American
Robin 1105 and Mourning Dove 672.
A special thanks goes out to all the teams: #1 - Jerry
Callaway, Brenda Callaway, and Les Kelly. #2 - Dana
Timmons, Sue Timmons, Amy Green, and Lilian Mauney.
#3 - Bill Bremser, Greta Bremser, Daniel Stangeland,
and Jackie Swensen. #4 - Alan Knothe, Mike Brower,
Cathy Brower, and Mickie Werdung. #5 - Bob Duncan,
Lucy Duncan, Liz Langston, and Larry Goodman. #6 Thomas Barbig and Daniel Barbig. #7 – Merilu Rose,
Billye Christopher, Mary Jones, and Jan Osborn. #8 –
Peggy Baker, Jane Crittenden, Carole Tebay, and Pamela
Beasley. #9 – Steve Coster, Cindy Coster, and Ellen
Roston. #10 – Powers McLeod, Cheryl Jones, and
Kristal Walsh. # 11 - Jan Lloyd, Ann Forster, Dorothy
Kaufmann, Cheryl Greene, and Vickie Parker. #12 – John
Yuhasz, Matt Bailey, and Perry Doggrell.
In addition, one of the larger areas will be split up for
next year’s count thus creating opportunities for more
participants. See you all and hopefully more next year.
Happy birding in the meantime!!!!
Daniel Stangeland, Compiler 2018
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Skimming — DIGGING UP THE DIRT
So you have consulted a book on native plants and you
are at the nursery to see what is available. If it’s a basic
nursery not dealing much in native plants, you may have
to do a bit more homework—and consult the list and
nurseries earlier mentioned in The Skimmer. It’s a big
question, native plants vs exotics (or aliens), which
we’ve discussed ad nauseam; this piece, however, is
about soil. You’ve selected a specimen, read the data on
the plant’s name and determined its zone (we’re zone 9)
and its exposure. But what about the soil?
First we should know the pH, is the soil acidic or
alkaline? Not much worry here, most plants of our area
prefer acidic, including commonly used azaleas,
camellias and gardenias. But the texture of the soil? It’s
fairly simple: soils are either, sandy or clay—or
something in between. Again, our local soil is on the
sandy side, which is good. Sandy means better drainage,
the first and most important need for almost all
plants. Dig a little and test your soil. If it’s largely
clay you will need to dig a much larger hole and
purchase a quantity of potting soil as well—and
buy only the best. And you can help to create
your own top grade of planting soil ahead of time
by pure neglect. For example, don’t rake up the
leaves that fall from the trees you already have; compost
them. If they are from hickory, walnut and the like you
are in luck. These leaves deteriorate rapidly to become
next year’s topsoil (the best), but it’s going to take a bit
longer for Live Oak—and especially for Magnolia
leaves, they will try your patience mightily.
Here’s a profile of soil layers, with variance in depth
common to each layer noted, depending on the soil
chemistry and the plant zone:
Leaf Litter: What has recently fallen and can be stored
for spreading later or just left where it falls.

Jere French
Leaf mold: This is simply last year’s leaf litter. You can
barely recognize it in its decomposing state, returning
to nature and replenishing the richness of the topsoil.
Duff: Pine needles for the most part, but really any leaf
or tree droppings (fruit, flowers) that are so
decomposed as to be unrecognizable. On trails
through State and National Parks they offer that bit of
softness to your step.
Humus: The first truly organic layer of soil, made up of
the residue of all the above and including animal
leavings as well, in thoroughly decayed residue.
Topsoil: This is what it’s all about—what all the above
levels are trying, with our help, to create. This is the
ultimate material we want to use for planting. Make it
yourself by composting in fall and winter, or buy it in
bags. But don’t stint. Your new tree will thank you.
Subsoil: You’ll know when you reach this level by
digging. It’s firmer and usually lighter in color—
and mostly devoid of the nutrients your new tree
will need. What to do? Just make sure it isn’t
hardpan, an impervious layer of soil restrictive of
good drainage. A deep enough planting basin
(hole) filled with topsoil will do the trick, but in
some seriously hard subsoil, drilling holes through
for drainage may be necessary.
Weathering rock: This is a layer of rock in the process
of becoming soil—sometime in the next millennium
perhaps.
Bedrock: No explanation needed here. Working to
plant trees for an Air Base south of Miami some years
ago, I was obliged to use power drilling in order to
create basins for trees. I was never sure if it worked.
Next time we’ll discuss mulch vs compost. Spring
planting is around the corner. Happy digging.

The Brown Pelican —To learn more about the perils faced by the Brown

Pelican and its recovery, see these websites.
 https://abcbirds.org/bird/brown-pelican/
 https://www.audubon.org/news/brown-pelicans-40-year-recoveryvictory-supporters-environmental-protections
 https://birdsna.org/Species-Account/bna/species/brnpel/
introduction
 https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Brown_Pelican/lifehistory
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Stay informed!

Sign up for our E-mail
list on our website
Welcome page

www.FMWAudubon.org
You will receive meeting reminders, newsletter and Chapter news.
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Steve Coster.............. 490-1714
Mary Jones ................ 288-0488
Lilian Mauney ............ 934-1929
Scott Rathkamp .......... 776-9736
Jan Lloyd .................... 453-1660
Lucy Duncan .............. 932-4792
Larry Goodman .......... 433-5135
OPEN
Michael Brower ........... 315-345-3511
Barbara Albrecht ........ 384-6696
Jim Brady ................... 456-5083
Mary Jones ................. 288-0488
Scott Rathkamp .......... 776-9736
Dana Timmons .......... 256-505-1143
Jere French ................ 932-8796
Carol Ascherfeld ......... 760-2388
Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929

Individual/Family: One-year—$20

(Join
through
our chapter
and yourAudubon
1st year dues
(Make
checks
payable
to the National
Society.)
will come to us for local use.)

Student Membership—One year—$7
(Include a copy Join
of youronline
student ID with a check
payable to FMW Audubon Society.)
http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/
Mail to the Francis
Or mail
M.this
Weston
form
Audubon
to Society,
PO
Box M.
17484,
Pensacola,
32522.
Francis
Weston
AudubonFL
Society,
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522
(Make___________________________________
checks payable to the National Audubon Society.)
Name
Student Membership—One year—$7 (Include a copy of your
Address
_________________________________
student ID
with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society.)

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______
Name ___________________________________
Phone ________________
Address _________________________________
E-Mail Address __________________________

City
____________________
State
___
Zip ______
Communicating
with our members
online
saves
the Earth’s

resources
and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to
Phone
________________
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter.
E-Mail
To receive
Address
print __________________________
copies instead, please check here __.

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master

The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list
available
available to
to carefully
carefully selected
selected organizations
organizations whose
whose mailings
mailings you
you might
might find
find
of
of interest.
interest. To
To have
have your
your name
name omitted
omitted from
from this
this list,
list, please
please check
check here
here __
__..

Debra Jones

about 25% postconsumer waste

8

Francis
Francis M.
M. Weston
Weston Audubon
Audubon Society
Society ——Chapter
ChapterE46
46

