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History of Pensacola Christmas Bird Count
Nationally, Christmas Bird Counts (CBC) started
under the leadership of Frank Chapman, bird curator
at the American Museum of Natural History, who
published Bird-Lore. He instigated several birding
groups to go out on Christmas Day and count every
bird and turn in their list to Bird-Lore. Thus the first
CBC was conducted Christmas Day 1900 with 27
people in 25 locations.
The first CBC in Pensacola was done by Francis
Weston in 1920 by himself on his bike and he
observed 37 species. Six years later he started using
his auto so he could expand his area, and still solo he
counted 64 species. Finally in 1928 two more birders
joined him and they recorded 73 species. Up until
the end of World War II the number of participants
remained around 5. Then in 1945, the number of
birders jumped to 10 with the species recorded
rising to 89. After the war there was more interest in
birding and CBC participants increased. As the
birders increased the species count increased. In
1956 with 16 birders the species total increased to
102. By 1980 with 35 counters the total rose to 123.
From 1998 to 2017 our average participation was 42
birders and the species total usually in the 130s.
The CBC area is always a 15-mile diameter circle,
which means 176 square miles to be covered by the
birders. The best way to see that the whole circle is
adequately counted is to divide it into sectors. The
Pensacola Count is thereby divided into
eleven such sectors, of varying shape, size,
terrain, housing, and water areas in each.
These eleven groups will intensely count
every bird, not just species, in their
designated sector. By doing so this should
normally avoid any over-counting or
double-counting.

Bill Bremser

All CBC counts are held within a specific time
frame, from December 14th through January 5th, but
never on Christmas Day, for obvious reasons. The
Pensacola CBC was established many years ago as
being the first Saturday during that period. This was
done to avoid interference with other nearby counts.
Several of our Pensacola birders also participate in
these other counts.
The organizer/leader of the count is the
compiler. He has the responsibility of organizing
each of the eleven teams, starting with a
knowledgeable team leader and participant birders
for each team. At the end of the day the teams
assemble at a suitable location determined by the
compiler, sometimes in someone’s home, other
times in a restaurant. Everyone gathers at the
compilation to discuss their lists and relate their tales
of the day while enjoying some food and drink. Then
the compiler gathers the eleven lists and combines
and edits them before inputting the results to the
Audubon CBC database. He also then makes a
summary report of our count for the Skimmer.
Mr. Weston was the first compiler, serving from
1920 until he passed in 1969. The baton was then
handed to Curtis Kingsbery who held it through
1993. Then Ed Case took it for the next 4 years. In
1998 I became the compiler, and have maintained
the post through this, my final year as your
compiler. It has been my great privilege,
and pleasure, to have served the chapter in
this endeavor.
———————————————
See page 6 for the 2017 CBC Report.

Field Trips

Stangeland. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the last parking lot
before you enter Ft. Pickens. This is on the north side of
the road, just past the pink condos. If you have a visitors’
pass, be sure to bring it. We will finish by noon. You
may wish to bring a picnic lunch along with water or
snacks for the morning.

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water,
and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please
refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in
nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it.
Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Duncan
at 932-4792 or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net.

□ Wednesday, April 25. Dauphin Island
birding. NOTE MEETING TIME. One of the famous
migrant traps along the northern Gulf Coast, Dauphin
Island can be stunning with spring migrants. Leaders
Lucy and Bob Duncan expect to encounter shorebirds
and warblers as well as other migrants on the island from
shorelines to coastal woodland. Bring sunscreen, insect
repellant, snacks and drinks for this excursion. Meet for
carpooling by 7:00 a.m. in the Publix parking lot on the
corner of Nine Mile and Pine Forest Roads, or at
about 8:00 behind the Shell Station at Spanish Fort, AL,
Alabama Coastal Birding Trail Site 25. (http://
www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com/trails/
eastern_shore_loop.asp) . No cars can be left at the
Shell Station! The first stop on the island will be at
Cadillac Park. Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. Some
participants may want to return via the ferry across
Mobile Bay (fee) and bird Ft. Morgan, our 3rd famous
migrant trap. On Dauphin Island, we will picnic at
Cadillac Park under ancient oaks hopefully dripping with
birds.

□ Saturday February 10. Birding Blakeley State
Park, AL. NOTE MEETING TIME! The Duncans will
lead us into the Mobile River Delta and this treecanopied historic park where we expect to find wintering
flocks of birds along woodland and river-side trails.
Leaving the upper delta we will lunch along the causeway
and visit the marshes at Meaher State Park here we
expect to see winter waterfowl. Meet at 7:00 a.m. in the
Publix parking lot on the corner of Nine Mile Road and
Pine Forest Road. There are small entrance fees to both
parks.
□ Saturday February 17. Ascend Wildlife Refuge
Birding. Sharhonda Owens will lead us through the
Ascend Wildlife Refuge in search of wintering birds.
Long pants and closed toe shoes are required. You
must sign up by contacting Lucy Duncan at 932-4792
by Monday, Feb. 12th and leave your name, phone and
number of participants in your party. We will ride in
their vehicles, so attendance is limited. Expect easy
walking. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the parking lot of Ascend
Neighborhood Park located on the north side of Old
Chemstrand Road before reaching the main gate. Ascend
will provide a picnic lunch.

G r e a t B a c k y a r d B i r d c o u n t — You are
welcome to join in this year’s Great Backyard Bird
Count, February 16-19. Here are easy steps to help
make you a citizen scientist. First, count birds anywhere
you like for at least 15 minutes. List all the species you
see and the number of each species found during the
period you observe. If you have large flocks then offer
your best guess at the total number. Next, go to
www.birdcount.org and click on the submit
observations tab. You can create your own eBird account
or log in by using your “eBird” user name and password.
Last year during the GBBC over 180,000 checklists were
submitted and over 6,200 species were globally counted.
Please participate and be a part of this year’s count.

□ Saturday March 10. Big Lagoon State Park.
Birding Big Lagoon we should see wintering songbirds
and a few ducks. It’s easy walking along trails. There is
an entrance fee of $4-6 per vehicle depending on the
number of occupants. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at Greer’s Cash
Saver grocery at 4051 Barrancas just east of Navy
Blvd. Bring a picnic lunch if you’d like.

Ear th Day

□ Saturday, April 14. Ft. Pickens. Birding at Ft.
Pickens can yield a wonderful array of both resident and
migrant species under the right conditions! You can
anticipate easy walking and good opportunities to view a
variety of species this time of year with leader Daniel

April 21, 2018 is Earth Day Pensacola
at Bayview Park from 10:00 a.m. until
4:00 p.m. The theme for this year is
Energy, Transportation and Sustainability.
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Birdwalks

Chapter Meetings

These short bird walks are designed to introduce “future
birders” into the world of “Bird Watching.” If you have
ever been curious about this activity or just enjoy the
birds in your backyard, come join us to learn about our
area birds. Families with children are welcome.
Remember to bring your binoculars, bottled water, and
insect repellant in the spring. For details, call Scott
Rathkamp, 776-9736.

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at
7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center
(Bldg. 21), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport Blvd,
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise noted. The
meeting room is located across the breezeway from
the planetarium.
Refreshments are provided. Guests are welcome!
□ Thursday, February 22, 2018. Dorothy

□ Sunday, February 18, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Great
Backyard Bird Count at Ann Forster's backyard, 447
Creary St, Pensacola, FL 32507. Each year, Cornell
Ornithology Lab and the Audubon Society sponsor the
Great Backyard Bird Count. Anyone can take part from
beginning bird watchers to experts, and you can
participate by joining us at Ann's backyard on Pensacola
Bay. In 2017, Great Backyard Bird Count participants in
more than 100 countries counted more than 6,200
species of birds on more than 180,000 checklists, creating
the largest instantaneous snapshot of global bird
populations ever recorded.

Kaufmann will be our guest speaker. She is the
Director of the non-profit Wildlife Sanctuary of
Northwest Florida which provides care and
rehabilitation for injured or orphaned indigenous
wildlife and releases them when possible. She plans
on bringing a few raptors that cannot be released to
the meeting. Contributions of money or supplies to
the Sanctuary would be greatly appreciated.
□ Thursday, March 22, 2018. The program will

be a showing of a DVD entitled “Gulf Crossing.” The
documentary by Jackson Childs was created in 2013
and is about spring migration of billions of songbirds
migrating from the southern hemisphere to the
northern hemisphere of the Americas. Most of the
content deals with trans-gulf migration but much of
the discussion is also relevant to circum-gulf
migrants. The narrator discusses several important
factors affecting birds’ ability to fly non-stop across
the Gulf of Mexico such as timing of migration, bird
metabolism, and weather (temperature, wind,
fronts, etc.). There are many photos of beautiful
songbirds!

□ Saturday, March 17, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Fort
Pickens, Battery Langdon - Fort Pickens Rd,
Pensacola Beach. We will meet in the large parking lot
on the north side of Fort Pickens Rd just before the park
property begins. There is a fee to enter the park so we
will try to car pool with the 'park pass holders.' We
should see a good cross section of birds, from winter
residents to early migrants, and gulls, terns and
ospreys. Powers Mc Leod will lead our bird walk.
□ Saturday, April 21, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., Fort
Pickens, Battery Worth - Fort Pickens Rd,
Pensacola Beach. We will meet in the large parking lot
on the north side of Fort Pickens Rd just before the park
property begins. There is a fee to enter the park so we
will try to car pool with the 'park pass holders.' We are
well into the spring migration so this should be an
exciting bird walk with many different species passing
through on their way north. Larry Goodman will lead
our bird walk.

□ Thursday, April 26, 2018. To be announced via

our website and Facebook page.
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Board Meetings—Feb 1, Mar 1, and Apr 5 at
7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33 East
Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are open to members.
Date and location may change. Please contact a Board
member for details and to confirm date, time and
location if you wish to attend. The Officer/Committee
contact information is on page 8.

Information about activities with the
Longleaf Chapter, Native Plant Society
may be found at
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Bob Duncan
Weather: The birder’s friend or
a Lesser Black-backed Gull* was in Gulf Breeze
foe. The ideal winter birding day
29 Nov (Bob Duncan).
for me is a cold but calm day with
December’s birding began auspiciously with a Black
high overcast. Cold, because birds
and White Warbler in Gulf Breeze on 1 Dec (Bob
are active, and calm, because windy Duncan). Les Kelly’s Lark Sparrow* in Pace 8 Dec was
days, as every birder knows, keep
a good find. Cecil Brown’s observation of the “whitebirds down and under cover. Why
winged” sub-species of the Dark-eyed Junco* in e.
high overcast? Birds are easier to spot against the gray sky, Pensacola on 30 Nov was a first for the area and one of
but high overcast allows in enough light. So wind is the
few for the state. Bill Neitzel’s male Western Tanager
enemy, but not always. If you’re looking for pelagics
graced his feeders from 11 Dec through the end of the
don’t go out on a calm day. Birds that spend almost all
month. A Roseate Spoonbill in e. Gulf Breeze on
their lives on the wing – like shearwaters and petrels –
15 Dec (Andrew Holzinger) was the area’s 13th. The
need wind to avoid having to flap their wings, thereby
Callaways counted a whopping 130 Swamp Sparrows at
conserving energy.
IPW on 13 Dec and 28 Virginia Rails!* the Duncans
In scheduling field trips or CBCs one can only hope for spotted a rare Ash-throated Flycatcher* at the
the best. The Duncans hit it lucky on 30 Dec when partici- Okaloosa County Sewerage Treatment Facility (OCSTF)
pating in the Gulf Shores CBC. It was cold and calm,
on the Choctawhatchee CBC 18 Dec. A Summer
though it was sunny. We had 79 species and the count had Tanager* and Buff-bellied Hummingbird* graced
149 species, one of the highest totals in recent years.
Jan Lloyd’s feeders in w. Pensacola during Dec & Jan.
Participants in the FMWAS St. Marks weekend were not
Rare in Dec, 26 White Ibis were in Gulf Breeze on the
so lucky. We had to scrape ice off the windshields before
16th (Brenda & Jerry Callaway). A natty Scissor-tailed
we could leave the motel, and out on the open refuge icy
Flycatcher* was spotted by Shelby McNemar at the
wind was relentless. Nonetheless we did have a lot of
OCSTF on 17 Dec and by the Duncans on the 18 th. Will,
birds and fun. As I write this, I am still thawing out from
Lucy & Bob Duncan & Caralyn Zehnder spotted
yesterday’s scheduled field trip to north Escambia County
250 White Pelicans in Gulf Breeze on 22 Dec.
with 32° temperatures and strong NW winds!
Ending Dec with a bang, Bruce Purdy found the area’s
Nonetheless, we had fun and 58 species including a Lesser
first Horned Lark* in n. Okaloosa County on 30 Dec.
Black-backed Gull and a Rufous Hummingbird.
There is a small colony in the Marianna area and they are
Scheduling ahead has its pitfalls!
occasionally found over in Baldwin County, AL, but have
The cold front of 23 Oct brought the Duncans great
been inexplicably absent from our area in over 100 years
th
birds at home including the area’s 6 Say’s Phoebe*, an
of coverage by birders! An adult male Baltimore
Ash-throated Flycatcher* and an amazing 125
Oriole* frequented Daniel Horton’s feeder in e. Gulf
Eastern Phoebes. The same front allowed Brenda &
Breeze 31 Dec – 7 Jan. A Cattle Egret* rare in winter,
Jerry Callaway to break the all-time state high total of
was at IPW on 2 Jan (Jerry Callaway) and in n. Pensacola
Greater White-fronted Geese* by tallying 512 birds
on 7 Jan (Pam Beasley). The area’s first January Orchard
at International Paper Wetlands (IPW) on 24 Oct. A
Oriole* was at IPW on 10 Jan (Jerry Callaway, photos
Mississippi Kite in Gulf Breeze 29 Oct was an all-time
Brenda Callaway). A Summer Tanager* was at their
late departure by 5 days (Bob Duncan). Daniel
feeders in Cantonment on 12 Jan. Perry Doggrell’s winter
Stangeland’s Rose-breasted Grosbeak* in Pace on 9
male Rose-breasted Grosbeak on 13 Jan at Ft. Pickens
Nov was very late. Fifty White Pelicans
was his reward for birding in the bitter cold.
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
at Pensacola Beach 19 Nov was a good find
birds. To report, please contact Bob or Lucy
by D. J. Zemenick. Very rare in recent
Duncan, town_point@bellsouth.net or 932-4792.
years, a Long-tailed Duck* was at
* Species with asterisks require documentation so
Eastman/Taminco on 23 Nov (Les Kelly,
they may become part of the ornithological
Bruce Furlow). Now rare but regular,
Kirsten Munson
record.
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Tripping with a Purpose

Ann Forster

One of the most rewarding aspects of birding is the
Another important database is the Breeding Bird
chance to contribute to the scientific data base.
Survey. These counts are managed by the US Fish and
Ornithology and astronomy are the only two sciences in
Wildlife Service and are a tribute to Chan Robbins who
which amateurs not only contribute but are respected
originated them. These counts have much stricter rules
and appreciated by the sciences they serve. For example, and have to be performed by a counter who is good at
many of the known comets have been discovered by
identifying birds by ear. The count begins at precisely
determined amateur astronomers (many of whom built
thirty minutes before dawn with three minute stops
their own telescopes) who spend night after freezing
every half mile over a 25 mile route … same route year
night observing one area of the night sky. We birder/
in, year out. Peripheral factors are documented –
ornithologists have our weather moments from
temperature, wind speed, sky conditions, traffic noise.
tornadoes in Texas to Arctic cold in the Arctic.
Backyard Bird Counts are the least scientific but
We have just finished our local Christmas Bird
have had several positive outcomes. They have generated
Count. It was the birding community’s
interest from genuine backyard-only birders who
118th year of this mid-winter census.
never had a way to share observations with others.
Ours was started by our chapter’s
These were the first counts that were reported onnamesake, Francis M. Weston. Our
line only forcing us dinosaurs to get with it. These
count contributes to the oldest and
counts are fun and have been an excellent way to
largest biological data base in existence.
recruit new members.
Steven D’Amato
One Christmas Count is not science.
We all owe the Cornell Laboratory of
Each count is the same 15 mile circle with the same
Ornithology a debt of gratitude for taking over the
parameters and when you string the data from fifty years
number crunching chores for all these efforts. Their
of them together, you have science. They are extremely
computer capacity is light years ahead of our government
useful in determining population trends and were
agencies and for the first time all our results are recorded
invaluable in documenting the declining populations of
in a timely manner. There is a newly developed
raptors and led to the banning of DDT.
resource called E-Bird. Check it out.

Our Avian Neighbors Birding Classes
Want to learn more about birds and birding? Here is how!
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society is offering the bird series, “Our Avian Neighbors,” this spring. Experienced
birders from the chapter will instruct the classroom sessions for from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. at the Pensacola Public
Library, downtown at 239 N. Spring St. There will be a field trip on Saturday following three of the classes in
April and May for approximately 4 hours.
The introductory class Thursday, April 19 explains birding basics (binoculars, field guides, birding ethics,
etc.). The remaining classes, on April 23, May 3, 10 and 17 will cover different groups of birds. The three Saturday field trips will be April 28 and May 5 and 19. The April 23 class will be on shorebirds, the May 3 class on
woodland birds, and May 10 and 17 on raptors (owls and hawks).
To register for the classes or for more information call or email Mary Jones, Chapter Education Chair, at 850288-0488 or brumarclyde@cox.net. To confirm your registration, send a participant contribution of $100.00 for
Audubon members and $120.00 for non-members ($20.00 may be applied to Audubon Society membership).
Make a note on the checks "For Our Avian Neighbors Classes.” Make checks payable to the F. M. Weston Audubon Society and mail to FMW Audubon Society, P.O. Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 before the classes start.
Class size is limited.
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2017 Pensacola Christmas Bird
Count Results
The Pensacola Christmas Bird Count
(CBC) was conducted on Saturday Dec.
16 on a relatively cool but sunny day
with light winds which made for good
birding conditions. Our 11 teams recorded 126 species
with a total of 13,461 individuals. The number of species
was 5 less than last year but the individual count was
almost 1,000 higher.
There were several unusual birds for our area;
American Bittern, White Ibis, King Rail, Rufous
Hummingbird, Black and White Warbler and Brewer’s
Blackbird. The best finds were a male Western Tanager
and a Buff-bellied Hummingbird. The Buff-bellied had
been banded three years ago by Fred Bassett and the same
bird returned to the same feeder every year.
We must acknowledge our citizen scientist teams.
(Names in bold type are team leaders). 1—Jerry
Callaway, Brenda Callaway, John Yuhasz; 2—Dana
Timmons, Susanne Timmons, Lilian Mauney, Jere
French; 3—Bill Bremser, Greta Bremser, Daniel
Stangeland; 4—Alan Knothe, Mike & Cathy Brower,
Doreen Ingram; 5—Bob Duncan, Lucy Duncan, Liz
Langston, Larry Goodman; 6—Thomas Barbig,
Howard & Daniel Barbig; 7—Jan Osborn, Mary Jones,
Teri Williams, Eva Jordan; 8—Peggy Baker, Jane
Crittenden, Pam Beasley, Carole Tebay; 9—Steve
Coster, Cindy Coster, Ellen Roston; 10—Powers
McLeod, Rosann McLeod, Cecil Brown, Pamela
Brown, Roy Hall; 11—Jan Lloyd, Ann Forster, Cheryl
Greene, Dorothy Kaufmann, Vicki Parker.
Feeder Watchers: Bill Neitzel, Kay Keigley.
I would also like to thank Merilu Rose and James
Pfeiffer who have been team leaders for many years in the
past but were unable to help this year.
Bill Bremser, Compiler

Bird Banding at Ft. Morgan, April 17-21
Birmingham Audubon invites the public to join them at
historic Fort Morgan (110 AL-180, Gulf Shores) April
17, noon to 3 p.m., April 18-20, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
April 21, 8 a.m. to noon. This is an opportunity to see
researchers banding amazing spring migrants traveling
across the Coastal Alabama section of the Mississippi
Flyway. The event is free but there is an admission fee to
the park.

For the full story and to confirm times and dates, go to
https://birminghamaudubon.org/birdbanding/.
Bird of the Year
You can be a part of our “Bird of the
Year” by volunteering to become a
beach steward this summer. People
and nesting Black Skimmers, Least
Terns and Snowy Plovers cross paths
on our beaches every summer and Bird Stewards help
inform the people the where’s, how’s and why’s about
beach nesting birds. Watch our social media sites for
volunteer dates and times.
Palm Trees
Some confusion regarding palms in our area (Santa Rosa,
Escambia Counties): Cabbage Palm (Sabal palmetto) is
native in these counties, particularly in coastal
ranges and reaches a height of 80 feet. Saw palmetto
(Serenoa repens) is also common to our area, primarly at
ground level with very spiny stalks. These are the only
native palms in our two counties.
Our chapter is still in need of a
Fundraising Chair
If you would like to help coordinate the
efforts please contact chapter President,
Sue Timmons at 850-529-9576 or any
FMWAS board member. Many of our
fundraising projects have leaders but
someone is needed to make sure they all
run smoothly.

Have a question about your membership? Need
to update your address? Want to check your
membership expiration date?
Call National Audubon Customer Service
1-844-428-3826
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Skimming — House Rules for Birders
Do not invite birds into your home— uncaged. Of course
you don’t want them flying through your living room,
like Lyanda Haup’s Carmen, but a door left open is an
invitation to a bird. I came home one day to find a Blue
Jay and a Ruby-throated Hummer inside my screened
porch, and yes, the door was slightly ajar; and of course
neither had an inkling of how to escape. Wrens fly into
my living room on the slightest provocation, and
loudly make their presence known, so there I am,
with a broom, a tray of hors d’oeuvres, or
whatever, trying to lure them back outside.
From the deck of my cabin in the San
Bernardino Mountains I regularly fed the
neighborhood cadgers, but should I go inside, if
only to obtain more bird fodder, the Stellar Jays
would follow on my heels, loudly demanding
handouts. We camped a lot in those days, and in
Redwoods National Park we quickly learned to
keep the cooler outside the tent. Stellar Jays would
have come right in—they had their ways—and start
attacking the hasp of the cooler. Herring Gulls are the
cleverest of opportunists at beach restaurants, and
readers need learn the necessary dining strategies when
ordering fish and chips—anywhere gulls might be
lurking. Look away for a scant second and your halibut
has flown. Possibly your chips too.

Jere French
Maybe you don’t have to be reminded about
guarding your repast en plein air, but be aware that some
birds are attracted by almost anything lying about
unguarded. A crow in Arroyo Grande once followed
me to the hotel swimming pool, watched patiently from
a sycamore tree, and when at last I was safely in the
water down he swooped—and grabbed my sunglasses.
He had doubtless noticed them gleaming in the sunlight
as I was walking toward the pool, and right off
decided they were chic, and he just had to have
them. He even gloated about it, hopping from
branch to branch over my head, dangling the
purloined specs in front of me.
I’ll never fully master bird behavior—their
fears, their curiosity, their boldness, their
indifference, their bombast, their aloofness. We
pretend to understand mammals. Just look into
the eyes of a wolf, a chimpanzee, a squirrel. We
believe we know exactly what’s going on in those
brains: fear, cunning, hope, mistrust. That squirrel is
looking for a handout, but he is also ready to flee if we
move too suddenly. But birds? They may be dinosaurs,
but they’re also among the smartest critters on Earth, as
Jennifer Ackerman reminds us in The Genius of Birds, and
Lyanda Lynn Haupt re-emphasizes in Mozart’s Starling.

Book Review

Mozart’s Starling, Lyanda Lynn Haupt; Little, Brown and Company, New York, 2017.

Can a starling learn to talk? Not mimicry but, in conversation, and with humans as well as other starlings?
Here is a book that examines just that question—and gives us some startling suppositions as we are swept
back and forth through centuries, from Wolfgang Mozart to Noam Chomsky, in a whirlwind of science,
history and observation. Lyanda Lynn Haupt transcends the centuries, and the scientific bases of language
itself, in asking us to consider the evidence which she unfolds—from Wolfgang Mozart’s pet Starling to her
own, raised from the egg—and then lays out for us an enticing proposal, backed up by treatises of scientific
study and her amusing and awe inspiring experiences—with Carmen, her starling.
Taking the reader far beyond the norm of bird related literature, Haupt asks us to consider the evidence,
from Mozart himself and others, suggesting that nonhuman conversation exists at a far
higher level than we might have believed, that songbirds possess not only conversational
ability but may even compose music as well.
Loaded with data, studies undertaken by modern science as well as from the maestro
himself, Mozart’s Starling is not likely to attract the casual lister, but for the compassionate birder who seeks the cutting edge of scientific inquiry, this is a must read. JF
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Introductory Membership

Ascend Performance Materials and Pfizer

National Audubon Society

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter)

Individual/Family: One-year—$20

Chapter Contacts
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Directors at Large

Membership
Field Trips
Programs
Publicity
Fundraising
Conservation
Center Committee
Education
Outreach
Publications

Web Liaison

(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.)

Susanne Timmons ..... 529-9576
Scott Rathkamp ......... 776-9736
Carole Tebay.............. 623-3642
Ann Forster ................. 456-4421
Jim Brady…………….456-5083
Mary Jones................. 288-0488
Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929
Steve Coster ............... 490-1714
Jan Lloyd .................... 453-1660
Lucy Duncan .............. 932-4792
Larry Goodman .......... 433-5135
Brenda Callaway ........ 968-4516
open
Barbara Albrecht ........ 384-6696
Jim Brady ................... 456-5083
Mary Jones................. 288-0488
Scott Rathkamp ......... 776-9736
Dana Timmons .......... 256-505-1143
Jere French ................ 932-8796
Carol Ascherfeld ......... 760-2388
Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929

Student Membership—One year—$7
(Include a copy of your student ID with a check
payable to FMW Audubon Society.)
Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522.

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ____________________State ___ Zip ______
Phone ________________
E-Mail Address __________________________
Communicating with our members online saves the Earth’s
resources and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter.
To receive print copies instead, please check here __.
The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ .

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master Debra Jones
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