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Going Green
For some time now, we have been discussing
“Going Green” with our Skimmer Newsletter.
We are now in the process of formatting an
electronic version of our newsletter, which
will be e-mailed to the membership on a
monthly basis. This will help save a few trees
and reduce the cost of printing and mailing the
paper version of the newsletter.
Our “E-Skimmer” will be sent via an e-mail
management service provider—MailChimp®.
This service keeps our E-Skimmer from being
mistaken as junk mail and helps us to track
readership.
Our next step is to find out if an
electronic, e-mailed newsletter will work for
our membership. The main purpose of our
newsletter, the website, e-mails and even
Facebook is for us to STAY IN TOUCH with
you, our membership. If we find that many of
our members don’t use e-mail, this plan is
headed in the wrong direction.
Therefore, PLEASE let us know your
thoughts by doing one of three
things.
1. If you LOVE your printed
Skimmer, and don’t have access to
e-mail, please call me, Susanne
Timmons, at 850-529-9576, and
let me know that you want to keep
receiving your printed Skimmer.

2. If you think the E-Skimmer is the
greatest idea ever, and you hate to waste all
that paper and the printing and mailing costs,
please go to our website,
www.fmwaudubon.org and sign up with our
MailChimp account. It’s easy to do. You will
need your National Audubon ID number (a 10
-digit number with leading zeros) located on
the back of this printed Skimmer.
3. If you don’t care to receive the printed
Skimmer, you may unsubscribe at anytime—
call or e-mail Susanne Timmons at 850-5299576 or stimmons55@gmail.com, and we will
take you off the Skimmer mailing list. If you
decide you no longer want the E-Skimmer,
there is an unsubscribe option at the bottom of
the e-mail.
Our intention is to keep mailing the printed
version of the Skimmer for at least the next
year. This should give our members time to
express a preference and/or sign up for the
E-Skimmer with MailChimp.
Next year, after plenty of
notice, we will evaluate the
memberships’ response and
proceed accordingly.

© Dean McCallum

Your input is very important
in this decision. Please let us
know your preference!

Field Trips
So what’s in it if you go on an Audubon field trip? We’ve had an abundance
of adventures this last year immersing ourselves in the vagaries of nature
watching!
In March we visited a native plant nursery in DeFuniak and had far more
than native plants and advice for our gardens! A Swallow-tailed Kite graced
the skies above us causing gasps of delight at its stunning, fork-tailed form.
Later that morning, we watched a docile and stunningly beautiful
diamondback warming itself on the forest floor! In February, we chased the
elusive Henslow’s Sparrow, finally getting National Geographic looks at this
secretive sparrow. We also had vistas of Sandhill Cranes – over 3 feet tall
and equally as graceful. The St. Marks NWR trip in January tallied around
100 species in spite of imminent rain, but excellent views of the comical
Reddish Egret and many pond ducks. The December trip to Ft. Walton
revealed four Scissor-tailed Flycatchers, standing white and pink against the
sky in bare trees by the ponds. November’s trip to the Mobile Causeway
tested our perseverance in bitterly cold and windy weather, but we tallied an
amazing 81 species including wintering and resident species. The Ft. Morgan
trip delivered excellent looks at 110 species, all typically found at that time
of year!
So if you had gone on all of our field trips within the last 12 months, you
had the possibility of seeing at least 175 species! Pretty amazing, eh? We’d
love to have you join us on the May trip, as well as upcoming trips after the
summer’s hiatus. And…. we managed to come home with everybody who
left with us, from beginners to experts!
Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but contributions are
appreciated. Participants need to prepare for all field trips with comfortable
walking shoes, water, snacks or lunch, sunhat, sunscreen, binoculars for
birding trips, field guides (optional) and insect repellant. Members and
visitors are welcome at any experience level, so don’t be shy! Field trips are a
great way for beginners to learn and share time with others who enjoy birds
and nature. All field trips meet at 7:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted. We have
adopted the American Birding Association's Principles of Birding Ethics.
Please read them on their website, http://www.aba.org/about/ethics.html.
□ Saturday, May 14. Blackwater River State Forest birding. Join Blackwater
expert Peggy Baker as she leads our trip birding this treasured local
woodland of longleaf pine savannahs and coastal plain forest. Expect
moderate, non-strenuous walking. Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. We
expect to see Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, the secretive Bachman’s
Sparrow, late spring migrants and breeding birds. Some spring wildflowers
should still be in bloom, including carnivorous pitcher plants. Meet at 7:30
a.m. in the parking lot behind McDonald’s located on Hwy 90 in Milton.
Return by mid-afternoon.
□ June and July—No field trips.
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Ready
to try
Green
Sign up to
receive the
paperless
Skimmer
Go to
www.fmwaudubon.org
(sign up on the homepage)
Enter your first and last name,
e-mail address and
10-digit member number*
(including leading zeros)
from your mailing label on the back
of this issue.
You will receive
the E-Skimmer and occasional
e-mails with reminders of meetings
and information about important
environmental issues.
You will continue to receive a
printed copy of the Skimmer during
the year’s test/transition period
unless you tell us you are going
green and to stop mailing.

*This is your National Audubon Society ID
number. If there is no number at top of your
mailing label or you are a not a member, leave
ID-number blank on the sign-up form.

Birdwalks
Birdwalks will resume in the fall.

President’s Message

Save the Date

Did you miss the last field trip to Ft. Pickens? Or did
you forget the last FMWAS monthly meeting? Did this
happen because you misplaced The Skimmer and didn’t
remember these events until it was too late?
FMWAS is using many networking methods to remind
you of these events because we want you to get involved
with our organization. As you read on the front page, we
will be making more changes during this next year.
First, please sign up for our E-Skimmer. You will find
articles that include links to other internet sites you will
want to visit—with just a click you are there, no need to
enter long website addresses.
If you have a Facebook account, please friend Francis
M. Weston Audubon Society. Brenda Callaway posts daily
about bird sightings, or predictions of bird “fallouts.” She
does a wonderful job of sending out information on all
upcoming Audubon activities. She also manages our
“Meet-Up” page that has brought us many new
members. If you sign up with "Meet-Up Pensacola” you
will receive e-mail notifications of Audubon activities.
Debra Jones has created our very informative website
at www.fmwaudubon.org. On the homepage she presents
a continuous calendar of all Audubon happenings. On the
calendar just click on the event and you will be presented
with the details of the time and place of that event.
Selecting the words “see all events” at the bottom of the
calendar listings, will bring up a monthly form of our
scheduled events.
Lilian Mauney provides the homepage information
about “Coming events” in the box at the top and manages
the smaller boxes which are writings of our members
about birding trips that were memorable, or short lessons
about birds (ID tips or locating birds tips, etc.) We also
try to include details on area conservation projects. Be
sure and read these shared birding adventures. They
change every month. It is a good place to sharpen your
birding knowledge. Brenda’s Facebook postings are also
presented on this page.
We cherish every new member and welcome them to
our organization. We want you to become part our
Audubon family by getting involved in our activities.
Peggy Baker

May 19, 2016
Annual Dinner Meeting
Please mark your calendar for the FMWAS
annual meeting and dinner which will be held
May 19th at Azalea Trace, 10100 Hillview Drive,
Pensacola, FL 32514. Cocktail hour and silent
auction begin at 5:30 p.m.
Invitations with more details will be mailed to
all members in early May. The evening
includes cocktail hour, silent auction, raffle,
and dinner. This fun evening is always the
highlight of the year.
Our speaker this year is Gina Kent, a research
Ecologist and Coordinator for the Avian
Research and Conservation Institute (ARCI), a
non-profit organization researching rare and
imperiled birds of the southeast. She will be
speaking on the annual journey of the
Swallow-tailed Kite.
Also on the agenda is the election of new
officers. The nominating committee
recommends the following slate of officers:
President —Susanne Timmons
Vice President —Scott Rathkamp
Recording Secretary—Carole Tebay
Corresponding Secretary—Ann Forster
Treasurer—Open
Director—Mary Jones

Board of Directors Meeting
May 5—The Board meets at 7:00 p.m. at the First
Presbyterian Church, 33 East Gregory St. Meetings
are open to the public. Date and location may
change. Please contact a Board member to confirm
date, time and location if you wish to attend. Check
with any board member for details.
Information about activities with the Longleaf
Chapter, Native Plant Society may be found at
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Bob Duncan
I begin this report on a
beautiful but birdless day in early
April! And this is April, spring
migration in full swing!?! There
should be birds! Well, there were birds
for a while. Heavy rain from a
stationary front in the Gulf brought lots of early migrants
on the 26th & 27th of March and birders had an enjoyable
time. Then the front entered the southern Gulf with
unsettled weather and migrants stayed put, and that was
followed by unfavorable or light winds which currently
prevail in Yucatan and the southern Gulf. And so we await
another weather “event” that may bring us more birds.
That’s typical of spring migration. In some years it seems
as though there was little if any migration when fair
weather prevailed along our coast. But then, that is
advantageous for the birds. Otherwise unfavorable
weather every year would take its toll on migrants and
eventually there would be no spring migration to
anticipate. While spring migration lasts about 6 to 7
weeks, fall migration is kinder to us birders. Though it
lacks the spectacular fallouts of spring, fall is more
protracted and steady and starts in late July and lasts until
early November.
Winter brought lots of interesting birds. Kim Kelly’s
12 Greater White-fronted Geese in the Whiting Field
area 19 Jan was a rare find. A Lesser Black-backed
Gull* lingered in Gulf Breeze 23 Jan – 7 Feb (Bob & Lucy
Duncan). Jerry & Brenda Callaway’s Northern
Waterthrush* at International Paper Wetlands (IPW) 24
Jan provided only the 2nd Jan record for the area. Very rare
in winter, a Glaucous Gull* was a great find at Ft.
Pickens 27 Jan (Merilu Rose et al.). The Lark Sparrow*
found at Ft. Pickens in early fall lingered to 27 Mar
(Merilu Rose, Lucy Duncan, John Yuhaz et al). Another
was in Santa Rosa County 21 Feb (Shelby McNemar). Two
Sandhill Cranes found by Jerry & Brenda Callaway at
IPW 30 Jan must have been a surprise. A male Wilson’s
Warbler* that arrived 5 Dec in the
Duncan’s yard must have found it met its
needs, staying until 5 April!
February brought a taste of spring
migration to come with the arrival of a very
early Rough-winged Swallow* in Gulf
Breeze 5 Feb (Bob Duncan). Other very
early or over-wintering Neotropical
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migrants, male and female Summer Tanagers* were in
Joyce Cobb’s east Pensacola yard 29 Jan – 5 Feb. Also
early was a Northern Parula in Gulf Breeze 19 Feb
(Linda Bogaiges) and an Indigo Bunting in Jim Brady’s
yard 24 Feb. Breaking an all-time early date by 4 days, Les
Kelly & Bruce Furlow found a Chimney Swift at
Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary on 7 Mar.
Spring migration really gets going in mid-March but
early March Vermilion Flycatchers delighted some
birders. The Duncans found a male Vermilion in Walnut
Hill 1 March, the Callaways saw the wintering bird at Ft.
Pickens 2 Mar and another at IPW 6 Mar. Establishing the
first Mar record, the Duncans observed 4 Cory’s
Shearwaters* from “Pelagic Perch,” the restrooms near
Ft. Pickens entrance on 10 Mar. On the same day, various
birders reported a total of 33 Swallow-tailed Kites in
our area.
An exciting bird was a Trumpeter Swan* found in
Blackwater State Forest on 11 Mar by Mitch Petrosky. It
lingered to 19 Mar and delighted many birders and had
been present for about three weeks prior to identification.
This was only the second area record. It will be reviewed
by the Florida Ornithological Society Records Committee
for official acceptance. The committee will be concerned
about its provenance. A male Yellow-headed
Blackbird was at Daniel Stangeland and Bridget
DeArman’s feeder in Pace from 15 – 27 Mar. Blackbellied Whistling-Ducks are becoming more common,
with one at the ECUA ponds on 16 Mar (Jerry & Brenda
Callaway) and two in west Pensacola (Larry Tilley).
Pacific Loons were seen at Ft. Pickens on 16 & 21 Mar
(Bob, Lucy & Scot Duncan). A Nashville Warbler* at
Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 22 Mar was very early.
Daniel Stangeland’s Gray-cheeked Thrush* 26 Mar at
Ft. Pickens was earliest ever by 7 days. A rare find was Jan
Lloyd’s Warbling Vireo* on the UWF campus 3 Apr. A
lifer for Les Kelly & Bruce Furlow was a Golden
Plover* at Ft. Pickens entrance 7 Apr.
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
birds. If you have something to report, please call
Bob or Lucy Duncan at 932-4792.
*Species with asterisks require documentation so
that they can become part of the ornithological
record.

Tripping

Ann Forster

for a Cause

one ecotourism activity. Unlike the old days, there are
now excellent field guides and a whole bibliography of
other books to make a trip much more meaningful.
Further, there are wonderful lodges dedicated to birding.
Many of them have been able to acquire many hectares of
forest which is carefully preserved.
Even better news is that there are organizations that
did not exist when we first started which are dedicated to
saving the tropical forests. I will mention three of them.
First is Rainforest Trust (Rainforest Trust.org) which is
active all over the world but
Ecuador is one of its most successful
efforts. They have partnered with a
local conservation group: The
Jocotoco Foundation. They have
acquired several important areas and
have research stations and lodges at
three of them. Second is the
American Bird Conservancy
(abcbirds.org). Their main focus is on the migratory
birds. We think of neotropical migrants as our birds
because they nest here. In reality they need the tropical
forests more months of the year. Third is the Gulf Coast
Bird Observatory (GCBO.org) which is also focused on
birds of the Gulf Coast and on migrants.

Our very first trip to Latin America was in 1982. It was
to the primitive facilities on the Peruvian Amazon and
Napo Rivers. There was no book but Ted Parker was
kind enough to send us his field notes from his three
month stay in the area. We were hooked. Now we are 34
years, 45 trips, and 2500+ South American species down
the line. Things have changed … some are good, some
are tragic. The tragic news is that habitat is disappearing
at an unimaginable pace. There was a famous birding road
in Ecuador’s northwest Choco zone which had pristine
forest as recently as 1999. Now it is a
continuous plantation of either oil palms
or cacao trees. We found a lone native
flowering tree in a pasture and it had a
few birds. As we went farther out, the
road became almost impassable and soon
we were meeting huge trucks carrying
huge logs which explained the road’s
wretched condition. This is happening up
and down the whole western slope of the Andes.
The good news is that ecotourism is right up there
with bananas and oil bringing revenue into Ecuador. We
feel that every birding group is making a statement to the
local economy that visitors are a long-term boon while
deforestation is a one shot deal. Birding is the number

THE LIFE OF BIRDS, Dav i d A t t en b o r o u g h ,
BBC Books, London, 1998 ($18.99).

The book begins with the concept of flight, starting naturally enough with insects, the first
of the animal world to take to the air. But eventually birds evolved, and in time superseded
insects in aerial tactics, conquering the skies for themselves. Attenborough begins by taking
the reader into the world of avian conquest, watching a flycatcher at work, taking one, two,
even three flying insects almost at once. “When did birds achieve this dominance of the
skies?” he asks. And thus follows the evolution of flight, as carved in the limestone fossil
remains of feathers deposited over fifty million years ago.
From such a beginning Attenborough takes us through 10 chapters of evolution, from the age of dinosaurs to
the great variety of life on the wing, and even back to those birds that have abandoned flight. The ways by which
birds have managed to survive and flourish through the centuries are explained in these chapters, Mastery of
Flight, Finding Partners, Demands of The Egg, the Limits of Endurance, written in a style which is intended for a
general audience, explaining evolutionary terms in plain language.
The book is beautifully illustrated in color photos on nearly every page, and should the reader want something
even more visual, the companion dvd is also available through Amazon Books.
Jere French
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New National Audubon Society
Membership Policies

“Gulf Crossing: Bird Migration
Across the Gulf of Mexico”
You will want to take a break from the
news and politics to watch this
spectacular YouTube video by Jackson
Childs.

Recent changes in the National Audubon Society
(NAS) membership policies are in effect now.
Hopefully these changes will make joining and
maintaining Audubon membership much easier.
Payment of dues to NAS still makes you a member of
Audubon Florida as well as the local chapter. These
changes are outlined below:
National Audubon has decided there will be only
one membership fee for new members and renewing
members—$20 each year, every year. The $20 will
only be payable once a year with no multi-year
membership available. This will certainly simplify
matters. If you already are a member for years to
come, those payments will be honored.
It is important we all know that when we recruit a
new member who joins through the chapter, the
chapter receives the entire $20 first year dues as an
incentive. Use the form on page 8 of this Skimmer.
Or, join online through the www.fmwaudubon.org
‘Support’ menu.
Send all renewals directly to NAS or you may pay
online by going to the NAS website and selecting
‘Renew’ from the drop-down menu below ‘Join.’
Jan Lloyd is the current membership chair. She is
available to help you with membership questions.
Contact her at 453-1660 or
LloydJanet06@gmail.com.
A new NAS e-mail address is available for your
membership related questions, please use
customerservice@audubon.org. Or you may
call (844) 428-3826.

Gulf Crossing: Bird Migration
Across the Gulf of Mexico
www.youtube.com/watch?v=e20qNjdcSUk
It is the story of spring migration along the Gulf Coast.
You will find that it’s worthwhile to sit back and spend
55 minutes watching this and learning more about the
birds and the mechanics of their migration. You will feel
like you are out in field experiencing it all with the
beautiful photography of migrating birds.
Whazzat?
When Dan and I were in Lima, Peru we were eating
breakfast in the hotel dining room. It over-looked a nice
lawn and flower beds. There was a black flycatcher in a
low tree that kept dropping to the grass, grabbing something, and flying back to its perch. I said that it must be a
Black Phoebe but they are usually around flowing water.
Our guide walked up to join us and asked if we had seen
the black race of the Vermilion Flycatcher. Dan said,
"Yeah, we were just talking about that." At least we
knew it was a flycatcher.
Ann Forster
Beach-nesting Birds Need Our Help

It's that time of year again! Beach-nesting birds are making
their way to our shores, in fact some are already here and
setting up nests. Among the greatest threats these birds
face are disturbances from the people who share the
beaches with them. These birds are unknowingly flushed
from their nests exposing eggs and chicks to predators and
the elements. The good news is that we can do something
about this. Audubon Florida is coordinating nest
stewarding efforts to chaperon active nest sites preventing
disturbance and educating beach goers—on the ground
conservation at its best . If you are interested in helping
with stewarding of nests or other volunteer activities to
help beach-nesting birds, please contact Caroline Stahala
(cstahala@audubon.org) or Bonnie Samuelsen
(bsamuelsen@audubon.org). With your help we can help
these birds have a successful nesting season.

New Members—Welcome!
We are glad to have you join us. Please check out
the chapter website www.fmwaudubon.org to
learn about our activities and sign up to receive
the E-Skimmer. Contact our Chapter leaders (see
list on page 8) with your questions and to see
where you would like to participate.
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Skimming — Confronting Smaller Issues
Sometime ago, when concern for our environment was
just beginning to register on the public’s awareness, our
minister one Sunday decided to give the subject a whirl,
and on concluding his thoughts he invited the members
of the congregation to express their concerns and to
make suggestions of things individuals could do in
response, to perhaps make improvements in their own
general environment.

Jere French

young conscripts, to the blighted picnic site, with the
intent of restoring it to its former pristine status. No
letters had been written, no fists raised in anger, no
signs of protest painted, no harangues harrumphed.
Action not words, and an unmistakable lesson learned
unmistakably. And thus while birding in that same
wilderness one following winter day I got my chance for
a similar good deed when I came across another once
lovely streamside setting, strewn with rotting picnic
detritus. We learn by observing, we teach by doing.
At the awakening of the Environmental Movement we
discovered this motto, “think globally, act locally.” A
dozen years before this, and years before that first Earth
Day in 1970, I remembered hearing it summarized by
an earlier environmental thinker, in a shorter,
pithier way: “Lift where you stand.” Such
awareness of our earthly relationship has
likely been around much longer than we can
imagine, because little things must of a certain
lead to bigger things.

Sadly, those who volunteered to speak offered little
more than letter writing; “tell the so-and-so’s what to
do,” that sort of thing. Clearly the minister was
disappointed. He had hoped, I suspect, for some
original thinking, something along the lines of personal
involvement, and it brought to mind an
incident that occurred on another Sunday,
more than thirty years ago, when my wife
and I had taken a picnic walk to one of the
little wild streams in a wooded canyon
above our town—only to discover that
the place we had chosen had been totally
trashed, a former place of natural beauty
now littered with rotting paper plates,
rusting drink cans, broken beer bottles
and the like. I raged and spluttered on about the
desecration of nature, the low status of humanity and
such, while Joan quietly observed the ravaged scene,
and took mental notes.

So here perhaps was the doctrine our
minister was hoping to hear from us that long
ago Sunday morning: gardeners, tree huggers,
citizen scientists, all people concerned for the health of
our planet, praise yourselves for the little things you do
not do; never tossing your candy wrapper on the
sidewalk, strewing your picnic leavings behind in the
park, or desecrating a wilderness. Beyond that do we
ever stoop to pick up the scrap some lout has left behind
on the picnic table, flung from his car window, or
tossed onto the sidewalk? Do we lift where we stand?

On the following Tuesday she stuffed her Cub Scout
den (six or seven nine year olds in blue and gold outfits)
into the Ford station wagon, and with croker sacks
provided by our local market, and without apprizing me
of her plan, drove to the hills above town with her

The Cornell Lab Global Big Day—May 14, 2016
Everyone is invited to participate to support global conservation.
On May 14, whether you are an expert birder or novice,
simply submit the birds you see to eBird and they will count.

Look at what happened last year on the 1st ever Global Big Day. On May 9, 2015, over 14,000 people
from 7 continents, covering over 130 countries submitted over 800,000 bird observations, reporting
6,085 species on 44,173 checklists. (http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/gbd2015sum/)

For instructions go to http://ebird.org/globalbigday/
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Introductory Membership

Ascend Performance Materials and Pfizer

National Audubon Society

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter)

Chapter Contacts
Presidents’ Council

Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Directors at Large

Membership
Field Trips
Programs
Publicity
Fundraising
Conservation
Center Committee
Education
Outreach
Skimmer Co-Editors
Web Liaison

Individual/Family: One-year—$20

Dana Timmons ....... 934-4521
Peggy Baker ........... 291-5426
Jim Brady ................ 456-5083
Annelise Reunert..... 313-1671
Carole Tebay .......... 476-2597
Ann Forster ............. 456-4421
Jim Brady…………...456-5083
Brenda Callaway ..... 968-4516
Lilian Mauney .......... 619-9745
Steve Coster ........... 490-1714
Jan Lloyd ................ 453-1660
Lucy Duncan ........... 932-4792
Larry Goodman ....... 433-5135
Brenda Callaway ..... 968-4516
open
Barbara Albrecht ..... 384-6696
Jim Brady................ 456-5083
Becky Grass ........... 455-9666
Peggy Baker ........... 291-5426
Jere French............. 932-8796
Sue Timmons.......... 934-4521
Cheryl Bunch........... 572-5669

(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.)
Student Membership—One year—$7
(Include a copy of your student ID with a check
payable to FMW Audubon Society.)
Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522.

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ____________________State ___ Zip ______
Phone ________________
E-Mail Address __________________________
Communicating with our members online saves the Earth’s
resources and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter.
To receive print copies instead, please check here __.
The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ .

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master Debra Jones

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society
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