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Great Backyard Bird Count
Feeling a little house bound with all the rainy weather
we’ve been having? Now you can get out doors and be a
part of the worldwide Great Backyard Bird Count
(GBBC)!
The 19th annual GBBC will be held Friday, February
12, through Monday, February 15, 2016. Watch the
birds in your backyard, take a walk along the beach, in
the woods or in a neighborhood park. Go anywhere there
are birds! Record the species you see and can identify,
along with how many of each species. In just 15 minutes
you will be surprised how many different species of birds
you might find. That’s all it takes. Of course longer is
better, but all that’s really needed is at least 15 minutes.
Then, after your birding, go to your computer, log into
www.birdcount.org and record the data from your
checklist. Anyone can take part in the Great Backyard
Bird Count, from beginning bird watchers to experts.
Not sure what birds we have in our area? Go to our
new updated website, www.fmwaudubon.org. Along the
top of the home page click on the “Birding” tab. From
that drop down, click on “Birding in NW Florida.”
Underneath the Kingfisher photo is another link that will
provide a list of all the birds that are currently known to
be in our area at some point during the year. It includes
everything from eagles to hummingbirds!
For more information, please visit the official GBBC
website, www.birdcount.org . Be sure to check out the
latest educational and promotional resources. This
website also contains information and
resources to help identify those tricky “little
brown birds”! If you see a bird you can’t
identify, write down as much detail as you
can see. Don’t forget to take note of any
“field marks” such as wing bars, eye lines, bill
size, tail size, etc. Then either use your field
guide or the resources in the website.

Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps
researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
the National Audubon Society learn more about how
birds are doing, and how to protect them and the
environment we share. Last year, more than 140,000
participants submitted their bird observations online,
creating the largest instantaneous snapshot of global bird
populations ever recorded.
During the 2015 GBBC, the top 10 most frequently
reported species were: 1--Northern Cardinal, 2—Darkeyed Junco, 3—Mourning Dove, 4— Downy
Woodpecker, 5—Blue Jay, 6—American Goldfinch,
7—House Finch, 8—Tufted Titmouse, 9—Black-capped
Chickadee and 10—House Sparrow. The Northern
Cardinal was reported on 59,083 checklists and #10 the
House Sparrow on 34,564 checklists.
The top 10 most numerous species were 1—Snow
Goose (1,494,937), 2—Canada Goose (1,110,946),
3—Brambling (1,000,047), 4—European Starling
(630,610), 5—Mallard (579,330), 6—American Coot
(501,152), 7—American Robin (488,063), 8—Darkeyed Junco (465,939), 9—Red-winged Blackbird
(432,513) and 10—American Goldfinch (364,963).
Florida came in fourth in the number of checklists
submitted in all of North America, submitting 5,478
checklists with 309 species. We need to do better this
year—we were behind first place California and just
above fifth place Texas. California was first with
8,453 (376 species). Second went to
Pennsylvania with 7,120 (141 species) and third
to New York with 6,615 (163 species). Fifth
place went to Texas with 5,256 (366 species).
Sixth through tenth place went to Virginia, North
Carolina, Ontario, Ohio, and Georgia
respectively.

Field Trips
Field trips are open to the public and free of charge,
but contributions are appreciated.
Participants need to prepare for all field trips with comfortable walking shoes, water, snacks or lunch, sunhat,
sunscreen, binoculars for birding trips, field guides
(optional) and insect repellant. Members and visitors are
welcome at any experience level, so don’t be shy! Field
trips are a great way for beginners to learn and share time
with others who enjoy birds and nature. All field trips
meet at 7:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted. Some sites such
as State Parks and the National Seashore require entry fees.
Remember to bring your pass to these sites if you have
one.
We have adopted the American Birding Association's
Principles of Birding Ethics. Please read them on their
website, http://www.aba.org/about/ethics.html.
□ Saturday, February 13. Mississippi Sandhill
Crane National Wildlife Refuge. The Duncans will
lead this winter birding tour with refuge personnel. Expect
moderate walking, possibly in wet conditions. We hope to
find the rare Henslow’s Sparrow in the pine savannahs.
Bring a picnic lunch and drinks for the day. Meet for
carpooling by 7:00 a.m. in the Publix parking lot on the
corner of Nine Mile and Pine Forest Roads, or at 8:30 a.m.
at Refuge Headquarters, located one-half mile north of
Interstate I-10 at Exit 61, off the Gautier-Vancleave Road.
We plan to return by late afternoon. Refuge vehicles will
be used, so space is limited to 20. Please sign up by
Wednesday, Feb. 10 by emailing Lucy Duncan at
town_point@bellsouth.net or call her at 932-4792.
Following the refuge birding and tour, we will visit the
new Pascagoula River Audubon Center (5107 Arthur
Street, Moss Point MS).
□ Saturday, March 12. Going Native in the
Panhandle at “7 Pines Plant Nursery” in DeFuniak
Springs. Native Plant specialist and owner, Dara Dobson
will talk with us about planting for birds, butterflies and
bees as we prepare spring gardens before migration. Meet
at 7:30 a.m. in the NE Corner of the parking lot in front of
J.C. Penney (7171 North Davis Hwy). The nursery
inventory of plants will be for sale. We will have lunch at
Bogey’s Restaurant (http://www.bogeysrestaurant.net),
and then go to Ponce de Leon Springs State Park (15 miles
east) to look for uncommon winter residents like Winter
Wrens and juncos. Expect to return by mid- to late
afternoon. Contact Lucy (see above) if needed about this
trip.
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□ Saturday, April 9. Birding for migrants at Ft.
Pickens. One of the finest migrant traps along the
northern Gulf Coast is right at our doorstep, and we’ll be
searching there for spring migrants and tardy winter
residents (not the snowbirds!). The Duncans will lead this
trip. Bring a picnic lunch if you’d like. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
in front of Office Depot in Gulf Breeze across from the
hospital. Moderate walking. We will finish by midday.
□ Tuesday, April 19. Birding Dauphin Island,
Alabama, a nationally known migrant trap is the
destination for this trip. Meet for carpooling by 7:30 a.m.
in the Pulix parking lot on the corner of Nine Mile and
Pine Forest Roads, or at about 8:20 behind the Shell
Station at Spanish Fort, AL, Alabama Coastal Birding
Trail Site 25.
(http://www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com/trails/
eastern_shore_loop.asp).
Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. Some participants may
want to return via the ferry across Mobile Bay (fee) and
bird Ft. Morgan, our 3rd famous migrant trap.
□ Saturday, May 14. Blackwater River State
Forest birding. Blackwater experts Peggy Baker and
Larry Goodman will lead this trip. Details in next issue.

Birdwalks
Come and join us on these short excursions into
birdwatching. Everyone is welcome as we hope to
attract people of all ages who have wondered what this
birding thing is all about. Experienced birders will be
present to share their knowledge of the birds we find.
□ Sunday, February 14—9:00-11:00 a.m. Great
Backyard Bird Count at Ann/Dan Forster’s house,
447 Creary Street, Pensacola, 32507, to see yard birds
and shorebirds. Bring binoculars and warm clothing.
Call Ann Forster (456-4421) for information.
□ Saturday, March 26—9:00-11:00 a.m. Ft. Pickens,
Gulf Islands National Seashore. Meet in the parking lot
behind the fort. We will walk the bike path looking for
early migrants. There is an entry fee at the gate, call
Peggy Baker (983-1482) to arrange to carpool.
□ No birdwalk in April.

Birdathon in April—See page 7

President’s Message

Chapter Meetings
Our monthly meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in Room
2142 of the Baroco Science Center (Bldg. 21) on the
main campus of Pensacola State College unless
otherwise noted. Refreshments are provided and
guests are welcome!
□ Feb. 25, 2016. The program will be a movie
entitled “Secrets of the Longleaf Pine.” This awardwinning documentary is a Red Sky Production;
producers are Rhett Turner and Greg Pope. Viewing
time is approximately one hour. Information about
the documentary is on the web at http://
www.longleafpine.org/
□ Mar. 24, 2016. Ms. Caroline Stahala will present a
program about nesting shorebirds along the Florida
panhandle. The presentation will address factors
affecting shorebird nesting generally and actions being
taken in an attempt to improve reproductive
success by both ground-nesting and roof-nesting birds.
Of particular interest will be reporting of recent
nesting success for specific areas along Florida's west
coast.
□ Apr. 28, 2016. Mr. Rick O’Connor of the
University of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences Extension will present a
program on the Master Naturalist Program.
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Board of Directors Meetings
Feb. 4, Mar. 3, Apr. 7—The Board meets at 7:00
p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33 East
Gregory St. Meetings are open to the public. Date
and location may change. Please contact a Board
member to confirm date, time and location if you
wish to attend. Check with any board member for
details.
Information about activities with the Longleaf
Chapter, Native Plant Society may be found at
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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The fall session of the 2015-2016 Audubon year is behind
us. We had excellent programs with great field trips and
birdwalks. For this spring we have planned additional
quality programs. In addition, we have the Great Backyard
Bird Count, the Birdathon, and our festive Annual Dinner
to look forward to. We stay in contact with our members
and the community through our newsletter, The Skimmer,
our website, (which has recently been fabulously updated),
Facebook and Meet-up. The Board is involved in local and
statewide environmental issues including Project Restore,
adoption and implementation of Amendment 1, as well as
the protection and management of our state parks. We also
work with other chapters and the staff at Audubon Florida
on conservation issues. More mundane tasks include paying
our bills, accounting chores and other “housekeeping” items
required of any organization. We have attracted new
people to our activities, and have added two new members
to our Board. The chapter has won awards as an active
chapter and for our involvement in environmental
education.
So everything is A1 and wonderful with our Chapter?
Well yes, but - - We are seeking to fill our two top jobs of President and
Vice President. Our by-laws provide that we elect a
president for a two-year term and a vice president who will
assist him/her. Assuming re-election, the vice president
then serves as president with a new vice president and so
on. We have been unable to fill these two positions. In
order to keep the chapter alive, these jobs have therefore
fallen on our Past Audubon Presidents Council, PAPC. For
a long time now, it has involved the same 3-4 people. For
example, I served as president from 2004 – 06, and then
continued sharing the job as part of PAPC for far too many
years. I know I speak for my fellow PAPC members – we
are glad the chapter has prospered; we are proud to have
served. But now we are out of ideas, low on energy, plain
tired – and we can’t do it anymore.
Do not wait to be asked. Let a board member know that
you will serve; if asked by a member of the nominating
committee, enthusiastically accept! You will not regret it.
You will do an important job, you will work with a great
Board and you will get lots of support – even from weary
past Presidents.
With congratulations and warm good wishes to the next
President and Vice President of the Francis M. Weston
Audubon Society.
Annelise Reunert, Past Audubon Presidents Council

Bob Duncan
Spring migration in December!?
What’s going on? No fewer than 3
Summer Tanagers, 4 Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, 3 Wilson’s Warblers, a
Painted Bunting and a Black-throated
Green Warbler were reported in our
area in December! Now, it was a very warm month, with
temperatures in the 70s for over two weeks and every year
there are a few Neotropical migrants that lag behind the
rest, but these numbers seemed beyond the norm. Blame
it on global warming? Maybe.
Seventy migrating Common Loons in flight passed
over Pensacola Bay on 8 Nov (Bob & Lucy Duncan). Two
very late & very rare in fall Cape May Warblers* were
in Gulf Breeze 12 Nov (Bob Duncan). Rare visitor from
the SW, a Buff-bellied Hummingbird* was in the
Duncan yard in Gulf Breeze 16 Nov (Daniel Stangeland).
Common downstate but rare in the Panhandle, Sandhill
Cranes* passed over International Paper Wetlands (IPW)
22 Nov (Jerry Callaway).
Three bright Vermilion Flycatchers, 2 males and 1
female, lingered at Ft. Pickens from 10 Nov to this report
(12 Jan), allowing close-up views for many observers.
Another was at IPW 8 Nov & 6 – 27 Dec (Jerry & Brenda
Callaway). Twenty-four Virginia Rails* there 6 Dec was
a very high number (Jerry Callaway). A male Wilson’s
Warbler* lingered at the Duncan’s yard in Gulf Breeze
from 5 Dec – 13 Jan, and another was at Tiger Point 19
Dec (Daniel Stangeland, Bill Bremser). Seven Wood
Storks over Pensacola 2 Dec were spotted by James
Pfeiffer. Three Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were at the
Okaloosa County Water & Sewerage Treatment
(OCWSTF) Facility 4 – 14 Dec (Bob & Lucy Duncan,
Susan Cerulean).
A very late female Painted Bunting* was at Ft.
Pickens 11 Dec (Bob & Lucy Duncan). Another lingerer, a
Black-throated Green Warbler* was found on the
Choctawhatchee CBC by the Duncans and Cecil Brown 14
Dec. Another lingering Neotropical species,
Summer Tanager* appeared at several
locations: Gulf Breeze 20 Dec – 12 Jan
(Duncans); west Pensacola 15 Dec – 1 Jan
(Steve & Cindy Coster); OCWSTF 19 Dec
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(Bruce Purdy). All birds were females or immature males.
Topping off the list of overwintering Neotropical
migrants, a male & female Rose-breasted Grosbeak*
were at Tiger Point 23 – 31 Dec (Linda Bogiages & Paul
Blakeburn), a female at Gulf Breeze 24 Dec (Dana & Sue
Timmons) and another in Pensacola 29 Dec (Glenda
Bowman). A handsome Lark Sparrow* was spotted at
Ft. Pickens 21 Dec (Bob & Will Duncan, Caralyn
Zehnder) and was seen by Daniel Stangeland 3 Jan.
Taking advantage of stormy weather in the Gulf,
braving rain in our faces and stiff SE & S winds, along with
tornado warnings at times, the Duncan clan, Bob, Lucy,
Scot, Will & wife Caralyn plus 3 year old Wren, scoured
the Gulf for pelagic birds from the restroom at Ft. Pickens
entrance 27 & 28 Dec. Endurance & perseverance paid off!
Or are we just plain nuts!? We were rewarded with a
Parasitic Jaeger* harassing terns, two Cory’s
Shearwaters,* six Great Shearwaters,* 40
unidentified shearwaters and probably the first winter
record of Sooty Tern* for the northern Gulf Coast. The
ordeal was spurred on by Bob’s sighting of a Manx
Shearwater* there on 22 Dec., a fourth area record.
Observing pelagic birds from shore is a rare event and is
weather related. Stormy weather in the Gulf, especially
strong onshore winds, brings pelagics close to shore. But
not always.
Joe Prendergast spotted a Burrowing Owl* at Ft.
Pickens 14 Nov and was seen by Lucy Duncan & Caralyn
Zehnder on 27 Dec. A Pacific Loon* was brought in to
Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida from Ft. Pickens
on 28 Dec and was later released (fide Dorothy
Kaufmann).
A very rare Calliope Hummingbird* at the home of
Glenda Bowman was banded by Fred Bassett on 4 Jan, the
12th area record. Rare but regular, an Ash-throated
Flycatcher* was seen at Taminco/Eastman Sanctuary on
8 Jan (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow). Another was at Naval
Live Oaks 4 Nov (Jerry & Brenda Callaway).
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
birds. If you have something to report, please call Bob or
Lucy Duncan at 932-4792.
* Species with asterisks require documentation so that
they can become part of the ornithological record.

Tripping

with Those Special Birds

While most birds are interesting and we enjoy seeing
them, there are certain species that are show-stoppers.
We were brainstorming about those special birds that you
slide to a stop and even back up for. This is our short list:
Swallow-tailed Kite – Seeing this beautiful graceful raptor never gets old. We all want to be the one to call
Bob Duncan with the first sighting of the spring. Something that surprised us is that we have seen them in every
country we have visited in South America usually in the
mountains.
Red-headed Woodpecker – A colony of these dramatic red, white, and black beauties moved into our Ivan
killed pine trees and are still here. For almost ten years we
have yelled to one another that one of them is on the sunflower seed feeder so we can both stand and admire them
in the morning sun.
American Oystercatcher – Our most
dramatically marked shorebird continuing the
red, white, and black theme. We see one and
stop and discuss the ring around the eye and
the honker bill as though we had never noticed
those things before.
American White Pelicans – They migrate through
here in spring and fall so we have multiple chances to

Ann Forster

enjoy these huge birds. When bad weather puts a flock
down in front of our house, we call all the neighbors if
they haven’t called us first. We have had several flocks of
more than 400 individuals. Watching them leave when the
sun comes out and provides enough thermal uplift for
these dazzling white birds to peel off the water and soar
away is exhilarating every time.
Not to short-change the songbird crowd we should
point out that they peak in spring migration … in number
and appearance. Their plumage is at its best because they
are rushing to their nesting territories and need to look
their best to impress potential mates.
Painted Bunting – Who could fail to list this multicolored bird that fits everyone’s idea of a tropical species
that briefly shares itself with an appreciative audience.
Blackburnian Warbler – Called the flame
bird in some quarters, this tiny migrant can cause
an octogenarian to run down the trail at Fort
Pickens to sound the alert.
I know everyone has a personal list of special
birds. You have those birds you worked so hard to
finally see and that in itself makes them really special
whether drab or colorful. The best are sightings you share
with a special person or a dear friend. Make a list together.

FMWAS birders enjoyed a trip to St. Marks NWR January 8-10. In spite of challenging weather, we tallied

123 species for the trip! Starting at Bald Point State Park yielded shorebirds and ducks. Highlights were Common
Goldeneyes, Redheads, White-winged Scoter and a Red Knot. As the tide dropped, several dozen Oystercatchers
roared in and landed right in front of our scopes.
Sunset views at Otter Lake became roiling cloud views over incoming Wood Storks, White Ibis and skeins of
Double-crested Cormorants. Most of the group got captivating looks at a tiny Eastern Screech Owl.
Saturday we found 18 species of ducks, 10 of herons and ibis, and 15 of shorebirds. Five Black Ducks were among
Mallards, Shovelers and Green-winged Teal in impoundments behind the tower. Other highlights included Reddish
Egret, White-faced Ibis, Purple Gallinule, Vermilion Flycatchers, Nelson’s Sparrow and Rusty Blackbird. While
watching the ducks, we spotted a huge Gray Rat Snake. It sported a fresh, bold pattern and easily overlapped both
truck ruts in the road. Length estimates of 6-7 feet were considered conservative, although one participant
(Ellen…….!) insisted it was at least twelve!
Sunday, the Wakulla Springs wooded trails were damp and quiet, and our passage over wet leaves allowed the few
bird calls to be clearly heard. Two flocks of Goldfinches and a scolding Blue-headed Vireo were neck-breakers in tall,
bare trees. While on the Sally Ward Spring Bridge, we watched sapsuckers vying to claim a berry-laden Dahoon Holly
at eye level in front of us. The boat trip allowed close views of birds and a Manatee along the river.
Sam was first to walk into the hotel for our luncheon, and when he did, the lights and electricity went out. Good
going, Sam. But the chef seemed unrattled and managed to serve a splendid luncheon before we left for home.
Lucy Duncan
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2015 Pensacola Christmas
Bird Count Results

The Pensacola CBC this year was held on Saturday Dec.
19th. The weather was cooperative with mostly sunny
skies and light to moderate winds with nice temps. Our
twelve teams recorded 135 species, up from last year’s
129. There was a total of 15,865 birds seen.
There were a few rare finds. Thomas Barbig saw and
heard a Black Rail which was the first time for our CBC.
He also found an Am. Black Duck, a bird he thinks might
have been the same one he had last year in the same location. Other rarities were 2 Wilson’s Warblers, one
which bathed at the Duncan’s bird bath like last year, and
another in the Godwin Estates; Western Kingbird,
Lincoln’s Sparrow, Tri-colored Heron, White-winged
Scoter, Ground Dove, Winter Wren, Brown Creepers,
Black-and-white Warbler and 2 species of hummingbirds,
the Ruby-throated and the Black-chinned. Due to the
duck hunting in the inter-coastal waterway, the duck
population was considerably lower than normal. Our
most common birds continue to be Laughing Gull,
Brown Pelican, Mourning Dove, Starling, Yellowrumped Warbler and Red-winged Blackbirds with a few
well over a 1,000.
CBC Teams: (Note, in parenthesis after each team
leader’s name is the number of species that team had.)
1—Ann Forster (56), Dan Forster, Vicki Parker, Angel
Poe. 2—Dana Timmons (64), Susie Timmons, Jere
French. 3—Bill Bremser (81), Greta Bremser, Daniel
Stangeland. 4—Alan Knothe (59), Dianah Knothe,
Knud Rasmussen, Robert Ludlow, Cindy Fox. 5—Bob
Duncan (69), Lucy Duncan, Larry Goodman, Liz
Langston. 6—Thomas Barbig (71), Howard Barbig.
7—Merilu Rose (45), Billye Christopher, Roberta
Bonwit, Jan Osborn, Pam West. 8—Peggy Baker (61),
Jane Crittenden, Pam Beasley, Carole Tebay. 9—James
Pfeiffer (71), Steven Coster, Cindi Coster. 10—
Powers McLeod (58), Cecil Brown, Pamela Brown,
Roy Hall. 11—Jan Lloyd (74), Sue Yates, Cheryl
Greene, Dorothy Kaufmann.12—Jerry Callaway (52),
Brenda Callaway, John Yuhasz.
Bill Bremser, Compiler
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2016 Regional Science and Engineering Fair
University of West Florida
On January 25, Ann Forster and Jan Lloyd represented
the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society as Special
Category judges at the West Panhandle Regional Science
and Engineering Fair. This year’s Senior Division winner
is Kelly Wu. She expanded her project from 2015 to
include a simple method of distillation producing fresh
water from sea water. At the awards ceremony on
January 28, Kelly received a certificate, an appropriate
book, a copy of the Skimmer and a year’s membership in
the National Audubon Society, Audubon Florida and the
our local chapter. Congratulations Kelly!
Beginning Birders’ Classes –
Spring 2016.
Plans are underway to present a spring series of
Beginning Birders’ Classes. The format will be the
same as last fall: A class session, generally on
Thursday night, and a field trip Saturday morning.
We aim to keep the class size to 10. Attendance at
the previous sessions is not required – we will be
covering many of the birds discussed in the fall
classes, but this time in breeding plumage and
behavior.

When plans are finalized, details will be available on
our website www.FMWAudubon.org and
www.Facebook.com/FMWAudubonPenasacola.
Becky Grass and Annelise Reunert
Earth Day 2016
Join us Saturday, April 23rd from 10 am – 4 pm at
Bayview Park for Earth Day Pensacola! The theme for
Earth Day 2016 is Energy, Transportation, and
Sustainability. Earth Day Pensacola is an annual event
where the people of Northwest Florida gather to
celebrate the Earth in a fun, family-friendly atmosphere.
There will be live music, a sustainable art show, food
vendors, an expanded children’s area and many different
information booths on how members of our community
can live more sustainably.

Skimming —After a Bitter Winter Comes Spring
The squawking outside drew my attention away from
the morning crossword and I went out onto the deck
to investigate: crows and gulls in apparent aerial
warfare diving and wheeling above the oaks and pines,
loud and militant as Fokkers and Sopwith Camels.
Crows and gulls in aerial combat? Seemed unlikely.
Ah yes, I soon spotted the object of their mutual
antagonism, stoic and stern on a pine branch: the Redshouldered Hawk, subject of their combined
displeasure. Still, it seemed odd to me, this
extravagant allied belligerence towards a predator
more likely seeking a squirrel—and all of that noisy
clan noticeably unseen and unheard
throughout the ruckus.
Sometimes it takes this loud squawking,
other times a kind of silent alarm warns
prey animals of impending danger, like a
Cooper’s Hawk in the vicinity. Last year at
nesting time in my garden this latter raptor
captured and devoured my papa Cardinal,
and then in his leisure, carried off the carcass for his
own offspring, a place not likely too distant. And thus
my garden was sadly without the young brood I’d been
anticipating. This spring I’ve practically handfed the
Cardinal parents, their pathos at the chickadee feeder
so heart rending I’ve simply had to accommodate them
as well—hand feeding, yes, if necessary.

Jere French

Of course the Hell’s Angels in my garden (Blue
Jays) will as yet come roaring through the oaks and
hickories, scaring the littler birds off the feeders and
acting the role of neighborhood thugs. Sure, I know
they are nest robbing thieves but the Cardinals don’t
seem particularly alarmed by such trenchant visitors,
and soon enough, it would appear, the jays get bored
with bullying and fly off to annoy someone else.
And thus they all seem relatively tolerant of one
another as they go about their daily tasks. Yes, the
Mockingbirds are back again, chasing off the crows,
who are themselves preparing to set up
housekeeping in the neighbors’ yard, while
the Brown Thrashers are more discreetly
studying the yaupons out front. The
wrens, bless ‘em, will likely be trying for
lodging in the garage again, and I expect
either the Downy or the Red-bellied
Woodpeckers to have a look at the pine
snag still standing. There seems to be room for
everyone, without anyone becoming dependent on
me. In the greater context of life on Earth, we’re a
rather insignificant community I grant, in view of the
magic of life that microscopes and telescopes have
revealed to us. And with every returning spring we
again become aware of just how awesome it all is.

Birdathon 2016
During the month of April, we go birding with a purpose – to enjoy a day
of birding with friends AND to raise money for our chapter’s activities.
The 2016 Birdathon area for our chapter includes Escambia and Santa
Rosa Counties in Florida and Baldwin and Mobile Counties in Alabama.
The time allowed is any 24 hour period, any day, during the month of
April. At least two members of the team must identify each bird. Awards will be given during our annual dinner for: most species, raised the most money, and the “best” bird.
More information, team forms and pledge forms will be available on our website
www.fmwaudubon.org. For additional information contact the Birdathon Chairperson, Les
Kelly (les4plan@gmail.com) or 850-994-6597.
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E-Mail Address __________________________
The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available
to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find of interest. To
have your name omitted from this list, please check here. ___

AUDUBON magazine is published 6 times per year. Your gift to Audubon is taxdeductible except for the amount allocated to AUDUBON magazine ($10) for a
one year membership. Please allow 6 - 8 weeks to receive your first issue.

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master Debra Jones
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