
   On another day I engaged in a back-and-forth with a 
Barred Owl from my office. I played a call from my 
computer, and the owl answered, again and again. I’m 
not sure exactly what I was saying, but the owl seemed 
to find it interesting. 
    Still, like for most, the primary interactions with our 
bird neighbors come from the feeder that sits outside a 
kitchen window.  
    It’s interesting that we are cautioned against feeding 
all manner of wildlife, for fear of disrupting their 
natural habits, but encouraged to feed the birds. This 
must change their habits; I’ve seen no fields of wild 
sunflowers on Garcon Point, yet the seed is touted as 
an ideal attraction for cardinals and other birds. To be 
safe, I let our feeder go empty periodically, for a 
couple of days at a time, just to let them know they 
should keep their own food sources available. 
   But this proves irritating to the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, who happens to rule the feeder (what 
bird would dare challenge a rival with a jackhammer on 
its head?). When he decides the feeder has been empty 
long enough, he complains loudly outside the window. 
   When I refill the feeder, word spreads within 
minutes. Usually the titmice and other small birds lead 
the way, followed by the cardinals, almost always as 
devoted couples. In early summer they bring their 
young to be fed, until the parents finally weary of the 
demands.  
   Perhaps the warmest confirmation of the birds’ 
acceptance of our place in their world comes in 
watching the cardinal families grow up before our eyes 
in their trips to the feeder. After all, what greater sign 

is there of acceptance than when your 
neighbors feel free to bring their kids over 
for a meal? 
 

               Carl Wernicke, Senior writer  
                with The Institute for Human  
                and Machine Cognition                                                                             

People who love birds, and watching birds, all have 
their own reasons, and derive their own form of joy 
from it. For my wife Patti and I that joy might stem the 
most from watching how our wild birds adapt 
themselves so well to our presence. 
     Most obviously that lies in their use of the feeders, 
houses and baths we put out for them. And how they 
find their own places to nest in the nooks and crannies 
of our structures. 
   But for us, the real joy comes in seeing how the birds 
simply accept our presence as a natural part of their 
landscape. The day two Pileated Woodpeckers engaged 
in a loud romantic interlude on a pine tree next to the 
house, with us working in the garden below, I realized 
they had accepted us as true neighbors. As has the Red-
bellied Woodpecker which nests in a carved hole, 
facing our porch, within a stone’s throw. 
    We live on 12 acres on Garcon Point. We are deep 
enough in the woods that we can see a neighboring 
home only in the depths of winter, after maximum leaf 
fall. So we don’t have to do anything to enjoy the bird 
life. Simply sitting on our porch or opening a window 
reveals the sound of birdsong. In fact, we don’t even 
have to open a window. Our feathered crooners belt 
out their song with gusto. And it can be very loud … so 
loud that one night about 2 a.m. I had to get out of bed 
to argue with the Chuck-will’s-widow perched in a 
nearby tree, calling so loudly we couldn’t sleep. He 
relocated deeper into the woods, and we went back to 
sleep. 
     One morning I followed an incredibly loud serenade 
to the garden to find the source of an almost 
operatic solo echoing across the yard. I found 
myself mesmerized before a large water oak 
where what I (hopefully correctly) identified 
as a Brown Thrasher belted out pure notes of 
exhilaration, the loudest, most joyful bird 
song I have ever heard. He saw me, but 
never batted an eye or interrupted his song. 

The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society                                                                        
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Field Trips  

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but 
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are 
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope on 
birding trips. A camera, sunscreen, insect protection, 
appropriate shoes, hat, water, and snacks or lunch are 
recommended on all trips. Carpooling is encouraged. 
Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email her at 
town_point@bellsouth.net. 
□ Saturday, April 12. Fort Morgan birding. Merilu 
Rose will lead the group to Ft. Morgan, visiting the banding 
station and finding migrants at this hot spot. Expect moderate 
walking, some along beaches. Bring a hat, sunscreen, insect 
repellant and a picnic, drinks and snacks for the trip. We will 
return by mid-afternoon. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot 
of Greer’s Cash Saver (formerly Food World) at 4051 
Barrancas, just east of Navy Blvd. There is a small entrance 
fee to Ft. Morgan. 
□ Saturday, April 26. Village Point Park Preserve 
Native Plants. James Burkhalter will lead us on a 
wildflower walk along nature trails in this Daphne, Alabama, 
park. Expect easy walking. A highlight will be the 
magnificent Jackson Oak, but the challenge will be finding 
the largest Scentless Bayberry (Morella inodorata) in the 
U.S.  Bring a picnic lunch and beverages. Meet at 7:30 
a.m. in the Publix parking lot on the corner of Nine Mile and 
Pine Forest Roads. We plan to return by early afternoon. 
□ Saturday, May 10. Blackwater River State Forest 
birding. Join leaders Larry Goodman and Peggy Baker to 
bird this treasured local forest. Expect moderate, non-
strenuous walking. Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. We 
expect to see Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, the secretive 
Bachman’s Sparrow, late spring migrants, and breeding birds. 
Some spring wildflowers will still be in bloom. Meet at 7:30 
a.m. in the parking lot behind McDonald’s located on Hwy 
90 in Milton. Return by mid-afternoon. 
□ Saturday, May 24. Tarkiln Bayou Preserve Native 
Plants. Native plants and spring wildflowers will welcome 
us as James Burkhalter leads us on the boardwalk and trails 
noted for four species of endangered pitcher plants. Expect 
easy walking. Meet at 7:30 in the Big Lots parking lot on the 
east side of Navy Blvd. south of U.S. Hwy. 98. We will finish 
by noon. 
□ Saturday, June 28. The Perdido Bay United 
Methodist Church Nature and Meditation trail for 
Native Plants. Led by James Burkhalter. Located at the 
Perdido Bay United Methodist Church Community Center 
and grounds. Meet at 7:30 in the Big Lots parking lot on the 
east side of Navy Blvd. south of U.S. Hwy. 98. We will finish 
by noon. A highlight of the trip will be White-topped Pitcher 
Plants. 

Other Events 
□ Birdathon—the month of April. See page 3. 
□ Bird Banding, Ft Morgan—April 5-13, contact 
    Bob or Martha Sargent, 205-681-2888 
□ Earth Day—April 19, Bayview Park, Pensacola,  
    contact Powers McLeod, 450-9090 
□ Earth Day Island Style—May 3, Pensacola Beach,  
    contact Carol Ascherfeld, 934-8977 

Chapter Meetings 
Pensacola State College, 7:00pm, Main Campus, 
Baroco Science Center, Room 2142, unless otherwise 
noted. Guests welcome! 
 

April 24—Mr. Phil Berry of Gulf Breeze will 
present a program on Bluebirds.  Mr. Berry is Vice 
President of the North American Bluebird Society. 

Annual Meeting and Banquet 
Please join us on May 15 for our Annual Meeting and 
Banquet which will be held in the Azalea Trace 
Auditorium, 10100 Hillview Road, Pensacola. The 
evening will begin at 5:30 pm and includes a silent 
auction, raffle, cash bar, dinner and election of next 
year’s officers. 
      Dr. Scot Duncan will be our guest speaker and 
he will have a book signing for his new book entitled 
Southern Wonder: Alabama’s Surprising 
Biodiversity. Dr. Duncan is an Associate Professor of 
Biology at Birmingham-Southern College and is the 
son of Lucy and Bob Duncan. 
     Invitations with more details including menu and 
costs will be mailed to all FMWAS members.  To 
make a donation to the silent auction or raffle, please 
contact Vickie Parker at 484-0663, or Sue Timmons at 
934-4521. 

 
Board of Directors  

Apr 3, May 1, June 5—The Board meets at 7:00pm 
at the First Presbyterian Church, 33 East Gregory St. 
Meetings are open to the public. Date and location may 
change. Please contact a Board member to confirm 
date, time and location if you wish to attend. 

Birdwalks 
On April 26, Saturday, 9:00 to 11:00, Peggy Baker 
will lead a short walk at Ft. Pickens to look for spring 
migrants. Meet behind the fort at the start of the bike 
path. Bring binoculars, water and mosquito repellant. 
Check the weather report for appropriate clothing. We 
will go even if threatening weather. Call 850-983-
1482 for further details.  



Alan Campbell Sheppard (1921– 2014) 
  

Alan Sheppard relished birding. In 
February 2003, he joined a 
birding trip to Mexico with a 
group from our Audubon 
Chapter. They traveled by van 
from Brownsville, through the 
arid north Mexican agricultural 
fields and up into Mexico’s 
northernmost cloud forest above 

Gomez Fariás in Tamaulipas. Blue Mockingbirds, 
Squirrel Cuckoos, Amethyst-throated 
Hummingbirds, Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush 
….were all birds he’d never seen before. But Alan 
made his mark in local ornithology long before then. 
     Alan started birding under the tutelage of Francis 
M. Weston, our Chapter’s namesake. As one of 
Weston’s Scouts, he passed through rigorous study 
to achieve the Bird Study Merit Badge and the rank 
of Eagle. He was with Weston when the area’s first 
Bell’s Vireo was discovered. Alan and Charles 
Kahn, another of Weston’s protégés, discovered a 
Swainson’s Warbler nest deep in the Escambia 
River bottomland. They heard its loud and piercing 
whistles, and plunged through swampy underbrush 
and thickets to finally sit and wait, and wait, until 
the Swainson’s returned to its nest, thus confirming 
breeding in the region for the first time. The name 
Alan Sheppard punctuates area ornithological records 
from myriad such observations and annual 
Christmas Bird Counts from 1935 through 

December 2013 when he participated in his last 
CBC.  
     Alan was an exceptional real estate lawyer in a 
100 year old firm that bore his name. While law 
was his professional calling, he was called to the 
allure of his feathered friends. His partners did not 
understand his passion until he started leading 
birding ventures when the firm held retreats.  Only 
a few knew what they were in for as Alan would 
grab his binoculars, make funny pishing sounds, and 
then out of nowhere some beautiful little feathered 
creatures would appear.  And.…he knew the names 
of each one of them, their markings, their calls and 
life histories. He was even seen birding Ft. Pickens 
during Spring migration in his lawyerly three-piece 
suit, binoculars slung around his neck, lips pursed 
and calling in the birds. A true Bird Whisperer. 
     But back to Mexico, and another of Alan 
Sheppard’s other loves: dancing. Alan danced 
weekly with his wife Elaine, and after her passing, 
with Eileen. On the trip to Gomez Fariás, after a 
full day birding and the evening’s repast, several 
birders and Alan walked down to the zócolo, or 
town plaza. There, finding festive music, bright 
lights and couples dancing, Alan declared, ‘I always 
wanted to dance with a beautiful woman in a 
Mexican plaza!’ And he did.  
     Alan C. Sheppard, last of F. M. Weston’s “old 
guard” birders, passed away Sunday, February 9, 
2014.                                 
                                              Lucy Duncan  
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Birdathon 2014—Get in on the fun and raise money for our 
work at the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center. First put together a 
team of friends to go birding during any 24 hour period in the 
month of April. Ask friends to sponsor your efforts 
with a pledge per species of birds you see. Dollars 
and dimes all add up and make a difference. You can 
bird anywhere—here, there, Alabama, Tahiti.  
     Go to www.fmwaudubon.org  to get the details 
and a team form, a pledge form and a letter to share with your 
friends. Need more information or want to join an existing team, 
contact Les Kelly, 341-8574.  If you would rather make a 
contribution, send a check with Birdathon noted on the bottom 
line and mail to the chapter address on page 8. 

President’s Note 

Thank you to all our ‘citizen scientists’ 
who participated in the Christmas Bird 
Count (page 6) and the Backyard 
Birdcount (page 7). Thanks to our 
membership for your generous monetary 
support that enables the chapter to have a 
naturalist at the Roy Hyatt Environmental 
Center and to support all our educational 
and environmental programs. 

     With great sadness, we say goodbye  
to our long-time, loyal member, 
Alan Sheppard. 



I ended the last Skimmer report by 
noting that December started off 
with great birds. Wow, that was 
just the beginning of an exciting 
season that lasted well into Feb. 
For birders with fortitude enough 
to brave the wave of frigid blasts, 

the rewards were great as extraordinary vagrants turned 
up. However, we expected high numbers of irruptive 
species like Pine Siskins and Purple Finches to inundate 
feeders, but such was not the case. These species didn’t 
even make it as far as central Alabama in any numbers. 
Weather is not the deciding factor, but food availability 
is, and apparently there was plenty to feed on to hold 
some species in the frozen north. The first Spring 
migrants are being reported as I write this report (mid-
March), so get out there and have fun! Chapter field 
trips and bird walks offer excellent venues for fine 
birding for birders of all experience levels. 
     The avalanche of super rarities began with a report of 
a Western/Clark’s Grebe* by James Pfeiffer on 11 
Dec at Innerarity Point, followed by a report of one at 
the Duncan’s home in Gulf Breeze by Jerry & Brenda 
Callaway on 29 Dec, and yet another 31 Dec at Ft. 
Pickens by Brenda Tekin. All were well described. 
There were only four prior local records. 
     Very rare in winter, a Summer Tanager* 
frequented Daniel Stangland’s feeder in Pace from 15 
Dec to 16 Feb, and another graced James Brinson’s yard 
in Pensacola 14 – 18 Feb. A Wood Thrush* at 
Taminco Sanctuary in Pace 30 Dec (Les Kelly et al.) was 
a good winter find. A Cave Swallow* found on the 
Choctawhatchee CBC by the Callaways on16 Dec was a 
great find in winter. Eared Grebes* used to be ‘rare 
but regular’ in the area but have declined in recent 
years, so one at Taminco Sanctuary on 27 Dec (Peggy 
Baker, Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow) was encouraging. The 
Callaway’s Chuck-will’s-widow* at Ft. Pickens 27 
Dec was very rare for winter. Topping off December 
rarities, Red-throated* and Pacific Loons* were 
spotted from the Duncan yard in Gulf Breeze on 29 
Dec.  
     Noteworthy species began the New Year 
with a male Indigo Bunting at Vaughan 
Hedrick’s feeder in east Pensacola on 5 Jan. 
Why would this bird brave our winter when it 
should have been in Central America?  

                       Bob Duncan 
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Another Neotropical migrant that probably regretted it 
didn’t leave was a first year male Painted Bunting 
discovered at the Duncan’s feeders on 9 Jan, surviving 
the worst of the weather and staying until 14 Feb. Seen 
with increasing frequency, 2 American 
Oystercatchers 11 – 17 Jan along the Pensacola 
waterfront (Jerry & Brenda Callaway, Ann & Dan 
Forster) constituted the first local Jan records.  
     White-winged Scoters,* very rare locally, made a 
major incursion along the Gulf Coast. This has been 
attributed to the freezing of the Great Lakes where many 
winter. Two were found by the Duncans on 13 Jan at 
Shoreline Park in Gulf Breeze and the flock grew to 14 
by 27 Jan. Seen by many observers, they were last 
reported 3 Mar (12 birds) by Krista Morgan. Also 
probably driven south by the harsh winter, first and 
second cycle Great Black-backed Gulls* lingered in 
the Gulf Breeze-Ft. Pickens areas 14 Jan – 14 Feb along 
with first cycle and adult Lesser Black-backed 
Gulls* 25 Jan – 14 Feb. Both species are rare. 
     A male Bullock’s Oriole * spotted by the Duncans 
in Walnut Hill 20 Jan was a surprising find. Brenda 
Callaway (photo) and Bridget DeArman discovered a 
first Jan record for the area, a Least Bittern at Big 
Lagoon State Park on 25 Jan. Constituting the 9th area 
record, a Lapland Longspur* was found by Lucy 
Duncan (photo) on 26 Jan while it fed in the wrack line 
with Sanderlings! 
     February’s “good” birds began with Cheryl Bunch’s 
13 Feb discovery of a Black & White Warbler 
downtown followed by Bill Bremser’s Ross’s Goose at 
Tiger Point (photo) on 14 Feb. The latter is very rare 
locally in winter. A Prairie Warbler 22 Feb along the 
Escambia River (Daniel Stangland) was only the second 
ever in Feb. Ron Sinclair and I got knockout looks at a 
Pacific Loon* at Ft. Pickens on 24 Feb. The FMWAS 
field trip to the Ft. Walton Spray Fields on 8 Mar 
yielded lots of good birds and leisurely looks at three 
rare Swainson’s Hawks.* Very rare Glaucous* and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls* were found by the 
Duncans at Ft. Pickens on 11 Mar. 

     The Skimmer welcomes reports of 
noteworthy birds. If you have something to 
report, please call Bob or Lucy Duncan at  
932-4792. Species with asterisks require 
documentation so that they may become part 
of the ornithological record. 



 

This summer, FMWAS will be offering summer camp at two exciting new locations.  
 

Session one, sponsored by Big Lagoon State Park in Pensacola, FL will be held on June 2-6.   
 

Session two, held at Naval Live Oaks in Gulf Breeze, FL will be held on June 23-27.  
  
 

Both camps are for incoming 3rd through 5th graders. They will run from 9 am to 4 pm 

Monday through Friday and will include instruction and exploration of various ecosystems 

such as pine forest, wetland bog, marsh, and Gulf coast beaches. Campers will use various 

sampling equipment, allowing for in-depth investigations of the unique characteristics of each 

ecosystem.  Should you or any one you know be interested in enrolling their child(ren) in summer camp, 

please contact our Naturalist/Educator, Jenn Butera.  We also welcome our members to consider sponsoring 

tuition ($150) for a deserving child by sending a check in that amount made out to FMWAS to our Treasurer, 

Becky Grass, at our chapter mailing address:  PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522.   

                                                                                       Jennifer Butera, 850-324-3161, Jennhale8@yahoo.com 

Environmental Encounters Summer Camp 2014  
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TRIPPING to Alabama                                                 Ann  Forster 

I am a native Alabamian, born in Auburn and educated 

at Auburn University. My grandparents lived in 

Cherokee County in the shadow of Lookout 

Mountain. I lived to go to Little River Canyon on top 

of the mountain when I was little. When I scrambled 

over the side and down the cliff, my grandmother and 

great aunts would set up a really satisfying bout of 

screaming at my Daddy to rescue me. I was a grown 

woman before I gave much thought to what a 

unique and interesting place it was. When we 

started serious birding in the early 1960s, 

many of our birding trips were to Alabama 

places: Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, 

Lookout Mountain parks and refuges, and 

when we came home to Pensacola for a visit 

we went over to Fort Morgan and Dauphin 

Island.  

     When I was in graduate school, I took all the field 

biology courses available and most of my friends were 

in the Wildlife Management program (men only at the 

time). It made us all aware of the strange variety and 

distribution of plants and animals in our home state. 

This provided fodder for many interesting thesis 

projects. Now all this fascinating information has been 

explained by one of our own, R. Scot Duncan, son of 

Lucy and Bob Duncan. Scot earned his PhD at the 

University of Florida and is an Associate Professor of 

Biology and  Urban Environmental Studies at 

Birmingham-Southern College. His book, Southern 

Wonder: Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity, is a must read 

for anyone who has ever crossed the state line. The 

foreword, written by renowned scientist and writer 

E.O. Wilson, is very clear on the fact that this is a long 

overdue treatment of  this incredibly biodiverse state. 

      Best of all is that this book is so readable. It 

does not lack accurate scientific discussion of 

geology, ecology, meteorology, and  biology 

but the narrative flows along with  anecdotal 

descriptions of areas and creatures that make 

the book come alive. I was  constantly saying, 

“So that’s why those trees grow there.” or, “No 

wonder those birds nest there.” This book will 

be important for years to come. It will be an important 

tool for conservationists in the fight to preserve what 

we have left. It will also make us plan more trips to see 

and appreciate some of these special places. 

     NEWS FLASH! Scot Duncan will be the speaker at 

our May banquet. His talk will be centered around the 

writing of this wonderful book and he will have slides 

illustrating many of the interesting places and 

creatures of Alabama. We have asked him to bring 

books for a book signing.  

mailto:Jennhale8@yahoo.com


The Pensacola CBC was conducted on Sat. Dec. 14. 
We had a rather good breeze from the south all day 
which caused no tidal flats even at max low tide. Other 
than the wind it was good birding weather. Our 15-
mile diameter area was divided into 12 sectors with a 
total of 51 participants.* All together the teams found a 
total of 136 species, not as good as last year’s record 
141. However, there are always ups and downs. The 
lack of low tide resulted in a very low count of 
shorebird species. Last year we had a total of 17 Red-
headed Woodpeckers, this year zero; last year only 8 
sparrow species, this year 17; last year 17 duck species, 
this year 19. Overall we had a total of 17,902 
individual birds. That’s a lot of counting! The most 
common bird was the Yellow-rumped Warbler, a 
grand total of 2,483; not a surprise for the birders. I 
feel that the total was actually much higher. They are 
not in big flocks like Redhead ducks, they are just 
everywhere. Trying to pick out another small warbler 
amongst all the Yellow-rumps can be very challenging.  
       We had some quite rare birds. The best was the 

Common Merganser, a duck that never gets down to 

the Gulf. It was found by Bill Bremser a week before 

the CBC and it stayed for a couple of weeks. Ann 

Forster went out to the end of the Pensacola Beach 

Fishing Pier which extends a long way into the Gulf and 

was rewarded with 30 White-winged Scoters, 10 

Common Terns, and a jaeger. Lucy Duncan had a 2nd 

only sighting of a Lincoln’s Sparrow. Dana Timmons, 

James Pfeiffer and Alan Knothe all had Black Scoters, a 

bird that rarely show up here. Peggy Baker had a 

Lark Sparrow. James Pfeiffer had two Yellow-crowned 

Night-Herons. This species used to be a 

regular in the Bayou Texar area many, 

many years ago until its winter habitat was 

destroyed. As National Audubon is no 

longer printing the CBC American Birds 

edition, you may view this information digitally. Sign 

up online at www.birds.audubon.org/citizenscience 

and enter your email address to the right of  “Want to 

keep up with citizen science.” 
 

*CBC Teams: 1—Ann Forster with Dan Forster 

and Dick Zani. 2—Dana Timmons with Susie, Jere 

French, Lucy Michel, Lida Heck, Katherine Palmore 

and Lilian Mauney. 3—Bill Bremser with Greta, 

Daniel Stangland, Pat & Pat Jr. Imhof, Paul Blakeburn 

and Linda Bogiages. 4—Alan Knothe with Dianah 

and Les Kelly. 5—Bob & Lucy Duncan with Liz 

Langston and Larry Goodman. 6—Thomas Barbig 

with Howard Barbig.  7—Merilu Rose with Jan 

Osborn, Carolyn Henning and Roberta Bonwit. 8—

Peggy Baker with Carol Ascherfeld, Pam Beasley and 

Carole Tebay. 9—James Pfeiffer with Jerry and 

Brenda Callaway and Rhett Smith. 10—Powers 

McLeod with Cecil and Pam Brown and Roy Hall. 

11—Jan Lloyd with Dorothy Kaufman, Cheryl 

Greene and Sue Yates. 12—Patrick James with 

Logan and Janet Schilling and Ron Sinclair. Betsy 

Tetlow was an excellent feeder watcher.    
 

                                                           Bill Bremser   6 

The FMWAS Award winners are Kailai 
Han and Joshua Kleine. Their project, 
A Secret Poison: A study on the 
Hazards of Radiation in Our Daily 
Lives, researched the sources of 
radiation to which we are exposed 

every day. Research on acceptable radiation levels 
from microwaves, cell phones, computers, tvs, etc 
were compared with actual readings gathered during 

their daily activities. Recommendations were made 
to help avoid these hazards. 
     Ann Forster and Jan Lloyd were the Special 
Awards Judges representing the FMWAS. The 
award is for a project with an environmental theme. 
The winners received a certificate, an appropriate 
book, a copy of the Skimmer and a year’s 
membership in the National Audubon Society, 
Audubon Florida and FMWAS. 

FM Weston Award, Regional Science and Engineering Fair,  
University of West Florida, Jan. 27, 2014 

2013 Christmas Bird Count Results 

http://www.birds.audubon.org/citizenscience
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     At last, at last, spring is finally here!  At last.  After 
a way too wearying a winter. After our spending 
dreary hours of dead heading, digging out the 
moribund herbaceous, the succumbing succulents, the 
blackened stubble of once beautiful edgings and 
planters, I’m so ready for you, enchanting April!  
Finally I can straighten my weary back and look up 
from this dispiriting labor and behold the onset of 
rejuvenation, the return of life to this wild 
garden.  Brown turning green, thanks to the 
powers of an incessant and forgiving nature.  
Redbuds, dogwoods, springing into life! 
Well, it’s spring, don’t we know?  What else 
could that word possibly mean? 
     Okay, I admit to being a tad over the top in my 
own personal welcoming of the season, and I hope my 
enthusiasm can be conceded, but I know that it will 
take more than a politely shy showing of greenery here 
and there for me to be truly reassured. I mean, I want 
a bloomin’ blast of blossoming out here, where 
yesterday I knelt in the brown clutch of winter’s grip, 
in the refuse of the decaying and the deceased.  
Tomorrow I want color, life.  And for those leaves 
that never seem to stop falling?  Leave ‘em.  They’re 
nature’s mulch, better than anything you can buy at 
the Home Depot. They add nutrients to the soil, 
especially those pine needles and hickory leaves.  
Magnolia leaves too, if you can wait that long. 

     But I can’t wait for the sounds of spring—the nest 
builders chirping and hammering as they go about 
their good work, the chattering tribe of squirrels 
rushing up and down the hickories in search of  

 whatever it is they’re searching for, the anoles flashing 
their red throats and green coats, but most of all the 
sounds of birds.  I’m ready for an old fashioned, 
sweet smelling, heart pumping, rain-in-the-face 

spring. 
     As are we all. Spring brings the resident 
beings to life again, bugs and spiders too, 
and ushers in the multitudes, the flocks of 
migrants passing through to stay for a bit, if 
provisions are on offer.  And we are so 

ready to welcome them, binoculars at hand.  How 
many warbler species can one spot on an April morn?  
I’ve counted up to six—not worth mentioning to Bob 
D, but all the same a definite sign that the world is 
still orbiting the sun on its crazy tilt which is the cause 
of both our ghastly winter, and now our most 
welcome and  rejuvenating spring.   

    So I suggest to all readers—bird, flower, and 
squirrel lovers, keep your binoculars handy, along 
with your spade as you go about spotting and 
replanting, now that the muck of desolation has been 
cleared away.  Get out there and begin the fun of 
reviving your own little plot of earth—and restoring 
yourself as well. 

 Skimming —At Last, Spring!                                          Jere French 

Great Backyard Birdcount—The 2014 Great Backyard Bird Count was conducted Feb. 14-17. The 
participants counted 4,296 species in 136 countries all over the world. This 4-day, global citizen-
science project sponsored by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon  is held yearly at 
this time of the year. FMWAS sponsored a count day Feb. 16 at the waterfront home of Ann and 
Dan Forster. Jan Lloyd led 31 people as 59 bird species were identified. Everyone enjoyed the 
warm, sunny break from a very cold winter. We hope this will become an annual event. 

     On examining the North American count results, it appears the Northern Cardinal was the top species 
reported on the most checklists. The Red-winged Blackbird was counted in the largest quantity (1.5 million) 
with Snow Geese in second place (1.2 million).  In the state totals, California led with the most species reported 
and Florida was fifth in the number of checklists submitted. 
     Locally, in Escambia County, 57 observers reported 131 species on 124 checklists. In Santa Rosa County, 35 
participants saw 122 species and reported them on 103 checklists.   
     For more information, go to  gbbc.birdcount.org  
     We want to thank everyone who participated. It is our opportunity to tell the world that we care about the 
birds and their habitats in Northwest Florida.                                                                              Peggy Baker 
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Introductory Membership 
National Audubon Society 

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter) 
  

Individual/Family: One-year —$20  
(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.) 

 

 Student Membership—local chapter only 
One year—$7.00 

(Include a copy of your student ID with a check  
payable to FMW Audubon Society.) 

 
 

Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,  
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

 
 Name  ___________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________                                                                                       

E-Mail Address __________________________   

 

 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society Chapter C4ZE460Z 
  

   The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its member-
ship list available to carefully selected organizations whose mail-
ings you might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from 
this list, please check here.  ___ 
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Corporate Supporters—Armstrong World Industries,  
Ascend Performance Materials and Pfizer 

——————— 

Chapter Contacts 
Presidents’ Council    Dana Timmons ....... 934-4521  

                                            Peggy Baker ........... 983-1482 

                                            Jim Brady ................ 456-5083 

                                            Annelise Reunert ..... 492-4389 

Recording Secretary    Carole Tebay .......... 623-3642 

Corresponding Secretary    Ann Forster ............. 456-4421 

Treasurer    Becky Grass ........... 455-9666 

Directors at Large    Lucy Duncan ........... 932-4792 

                                            Cindy Guttman ........ 292-3648  

                                            Kathryn Palmore...256-527-2419                                  

Membership    Jan Lloyd ................ 453-1660  

Field Trips    Lucy Duncan ........... 932-4792 

Programs    Larry Goodman ....... 433-5135  

Publicity    Brenda Callaway ..... 968-4516 

Fundraising    Cindy Guttman ........ 292-3648 

Conservation    Barbara Albrecht ..... 384-6696  

Hyatt Center Committee    Jim Brady ................ 456-5083 

Education    Mary Newman ......... 282-0485 

Outreach    Peggy Baker ........... 564-1482 

Skimmer Co-Editors    Jere French............. 932-8796 

    Sue Timmons .......... 934-4521 

Web Liaison                        Cheryl Bunch ........... 572-5669  

 http://www.fmwaudubon.org/       bunchc@cox.net      

                           Web Master  Debra Jones           
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