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NW Florida Shorebird Stewardship Program
Audubon Florida has an exciting new program up
and running in the Florida Panhandle, the
Shorebird Stewardship Program. This program

engages volunteer stewards to help with all sorts of work
related to shorebird conservation and research. Beach
stewards hit the beaches every breeding season to educate
the public about our beach nesting birds and to steer them
away from the nests. Other jobs that stewards do include
helping to post nesting colonies, conducting shorebird surveys, helping with beach cleanups, and more. The protection they provide nesting birds helps the birds to be more
successful in fledging young. The data collected by stewards helps scientists to gain a better understanding of
shorebird populations and the challenges they face, and this
same data proves to be invaluable to land managers to help
them make informed decisions about shorebird management.
In the Pensacola area, much of the work is done at Gulf
Islands National Seashore. At Audubon Florida, we like to
refer to the National Seashore as our “chick factory” due to
the large amount of nesting by Black Skimmers, Least
Terns and Snowy Plovers. Gull-billed Terns, Wilson’s
Plovers and Willets also nest at the National Seashore in
smaller numbers. While this site is very productive, it still
has it problems. Disturbance of nests by beachgoers allows
for eggs and chicks to be taken by predators
or to be cooked in our hot Florida sunshine.
Coyotes, dogs, cats and natural predators
take a large toll on the nesting birds.
Road kills along Ft. Pickens Road and
Hwy. 399 can be a big problem. People
often do not follow the reduced breeding
season speed limit. Pedestrians and cyclists

can be more of a problem than the cars alone. The birds
view the cyclist and pedestrians as predators, flush from
the nests and then get hit by passing cars. Audubon Florida
would like to see the bike trail closed during the nesting
season, but so far this has not been done. For every adult
that is kill, one to four eggs and/or chicks die also as a
single parent cannot raise a successful brood.
Our stewards help to offset these problems. They
reduce disturbance by working as beach stewards. They
help to educate people about driving slowly and looking
out for passing birds. They ask cyclists and pedestrians to
keep clear of sensitive nesting areas during the breeding
season, and they advocate for the closing of sensitive areas.
They teach people to keep their dogs and cats inside and
off of beaches.
One new program that is coming to Escambia County is
an environmental education program. This program
involves getting underserved youth out on our beaches to
learn more about the coastal ecosystem. It also encourages
them to take ownership of the beach environment and to
become stewards of this special natural area. Our stewards
will also run this program. They will be trained to give
presentations and to lead beach educational tours.
Would you like to become a shorebird steward?
Audubon Florida will provide all the training you need. Seasoned birders and people
with no special expertise are needed. All
are welcome. To find out more contact
Alan Knothe at 850-710-6331 or
aknothe@audubon.org. If you cannot
become a volunteer, please consider helping
with a monetary donation.
AK

C A L E N D A R of E V E N T S
Field Trips

Chapter Meetings

All field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are welcome. Bring
binoculars and scope on birding trips and camera, sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, and snacks or lunch
on all trips. Carpooling is encouraged. Contact Morris Clark at
968-5498 or morrisclark@cox.net if you have any questions.

Pensacola State College, 7:00pm, Main Campus,
Baroco Science Center, Room 2142, unless otherwise
noted. Guests are welcome!

□ Saturday, April 7, Ft. Morgan Birding. Merilu Rose will
lead us to look for migrants at one of the best places along the upper Gulf coast. We will visit the Sargent’s bird banding station.
Moderate walking. Bring a picnic lunch. Meet at 7:30am in the
Big Lots parking lot on the east side of Navy Blvd. south of Hwy
98 in Warrington. Return by mid-afternoon.
□ Saturday, April 21, Roy Hyatt Environmental Center &
Molino Native Plants. James Burkhalter will lead us to look
for blooming native Mountain Laurel and other native plants.
Some moderate walking. Meet at 7:30am in the Winn Dixie parking lot located on Hwy 29 at Old Chemstrand Road. Return early
afternoon.
□ Saturday, April 28, Sterling Property & Taminco Wildlife Sanctuary Birding. Les Kelly will lead us to observe a
rookery on Sterling’s property and the Taminco Wildlife Sanctuary, both near Pace. Some moderate walking in wet conditions.
Participation will be restricted and numbers limited. Contact Les
by April 20th at 850-341-8574 or email at les4plan@bellsouth.net
for reservations and to receive trip itinerary and rules. Finish by
mid afternoon.
□ Saturday, May 12, Blackwater River State Forest Birding. Peggy Baker will lead us to several bird habitats within the
forest in search of both breeding and migrant birds. We will definitely seek out Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and Bachman’s Sparrows. Moderate walking. Bring a picnic lunch, which we will eat
by one of the lakes or streams. Meet at 7:30am in the parking lot
behind McDonald’s located on Hwy 90 in Milton. Return by mid
afternoon.
□ Saturday, May 26, Oak Tree Nature Park Native Plants.
James Burkhalter will lead us in search of native plants and wildflowers within the Oak Tree Nature Park, located in the City of
Mary Esther. Expect easy walking. Bring a picnic lunch. Meet at
7:30am in the Pensacola Visitor’s Center parking lot located at the
north end of the Pensacola Bay Bridge. Return by early afternoon.
□ Saturday, June 30, Native Medicinal Plants. James Burkhalter will lead us on a field trip featuring native medicinal plants.
We will look at plants growing on the University of West Florida
campus. Expect easy walking. Meet at 7:30am in the parking lot in
front of the Target Store located near the intersection of University Parkway. and Nine Mile Road. Finish by noon.
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□ April 26, 2012. Our own Peggy Baker will present a
program entitled: Blackwater River State Forest –
A New Look. A three-year survey of the avian fauna
of the forest was undertaken by Francis M. Weston
Audubon during late 2009 with Baker acting as the lead
investigator. Audubon Florida presented our chapter
with the state’s 2010 Best Conservation Project Award for
the survey that was in progress at that time.
□ May 17, 2012. Our Annual Meeting and
Awards Banquet will be held in the Azalea Trace
Auditorium,10100 Hillview Road, Pensacola and have a
cash bar, a silent auction and election of next year’s
officers. Dinner entrees, cost, time of the meeting, and
guest speaker information will be mailed to all FMWAS
members. To make a donation to the silent auction,
please contact Lucy Michel at 433-3151, Vickie Parker
at 484-0663, or Sue Timmons at 934-4521.

Board of Directors Meetings
Thursdays, 7pm, April 5 and May 3; and Saturday,
June 9 (tentative) at Baskerville-Donovan Building,
449 W. Main Street, Pensacola. Open to all members.

Bird Walk
□ Tuesday, April 17, 8:00am, Lucy and Bob
Duncan (932-4792) will look for spring migrants
on the bike path behind Ft. Pickens. Join them.

Other Events
□ Birdathon—Any day in April—Birding with
friends for cash! This is our chapter’s fun event every
spring. See the President’s column, page 3, for details.
□ Bird Banding—March 31 to April 12—Bird
Banding at Ft. Morgan, Contact the Sargents,
205-681-2888 or Rubythroat@aol.com.
□ Trail Walk—Saturday, April 14, Roy Hyatt
Environmental Center. See page 6 for details.
□ Earth Day—Sunday, April 22, Bayview Park.,
Pensacola. See page 6 for details.

This is my father’s world,
and to my listening ears,
All nature sings and ‘round me rings,
The music of the spheres.’
Maltrie Babcock, English hymn

From the President
I am never surprised by our
membership’s generosity and
willingness to help the efforts of our
chapter. Last December, we sent
out our “Annual Solicitation” letter
and your response was overwhelming. Even though, our economy
suffers and our gasoline prices climb,
our members have given impressively to help keep our efforts resilient. We are very grateful for your
gifts and are wisely using your funds
to help achieve our chapter’s mission
to protect wildlife and the environment that supports it through
conservation and education. Thank
you!
In April, we have another opportunity to raise funds, see great birds,
and have some fun. Our annual Birdathon is set to take place during any
single 24 hour period in the month
of April, the proceeds going to support our Naturalist, Jennifer Butera,

Dana Timmons
at the Roy Hyatt Environmental
Center. In previous years the Naturalist position was supported by a
grant secured by your Chapter leaders. That funding has ended, and her
position must now be supported by
our chapter’s own fund raising
efforts. With your help we intend to
continue the work of educating children about the environment.
The Birdathon is an easy and fun
event. It doesn’t matter if you are a
novice birder or an experienced veteran, you can go out and count birds
to help fund the Hyatt Center. First,
put together a team and pick a date
and location. Next, ask your friends
and family for a pledge for each species you see in a 24 hour period.
Nickels, dimes and quarters all add
up. Get pledges for each species seen.
Some sponsors prefer to give a specified dollar amount, and that’s okay
too. So, “Let’s Go Birding.”

Great Backyard Bird Count

Peggy Baker
irruptive species, migration timing, the effect of bird diseases and various other topics.

Hooray for Pensacola area birders! We submitted 128
bird checklists to the 15th annual Great Backyard Bird
Count to take second place in Florida behind Tallahassee
(352). Milton (34) and Gulf Breeze (31) were also in the
top 25 locations contributing checklists. Many thanks to
the participants!

The Northern Cardinal (48,807) and the Mourning
Dove (47,925) appeared on the most checklists. Snow
Geese, Tree Swallows, and Red-winged Blackbirds were
the most numerous birds reported throughout North
America. Just imagine, Delaware reported 963,834 Red-winged Blackbirds and Missouri had over two million Snow Geese. Florida had over
three million Tree Swallows. Pensacola’s highest counts were Lesser
Scaup (898) and Red-winged Blackbird (743).
FMWAS sponsored a Birdwalk at Ann and Dan
Forster’s house on Sunday morning. Jan Lloyd led a large
group of birders in identifying 52 species. We had so
much fun that we plan to have another GBBC party there
next year. Hope that you will come or at least submit your
observations to the Great Backyard Bird Count.
Steven D’Amato

The birders in the state of Florida reported 279
species, third behind California’s 332 species. In the
total number of birds seen, Florida led the nation in
most birds (3,677,083). Observers in our state
contributed 3,861 checklists, behind New York’s
6,496. People in Florida are certainly aware of birds!
This 4-day (Feb. 17-21) citizen-science project was
sponsored by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National
Audubon Society. The contributed data provides an
immense picture of the distribution and movements of
the winter birds in North America. This data assists
scientists in reaching conclusions on questions about
dynamic populations of birds. They look for trends in

Our website,
www.fmwaudubon.org,
contains an example of a letter you can send
out for pledges, a
team registration
form, and a pledge form. If you
don’t have a team and you are interested in participating, please call me:
850-934-4521 or email
Timmons.dana@gmail.com, I will
find a team for you to join.
Les Kelly, 2012 Birdathon chair,
has already stated that he and his
team are out to see the most bird
species in one day. The gauntlet has
been thrown down! He knows the
competition will be tough, and don’t
forget about the ‘Jaybirds’ who may
have finished in last place in 2011,
but are planning to improve this
year. Put together a team and “Let’s
Go Birding.”
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FIELD NOTES

Lucy and me 5 of this species of various ages among hundreds of
common gulls. And on 21 Jan during our Big Day, among about
a thousand gulls that vacate the Escambia County Landfill on
weekends when the garbage trucks are not running, we
(Duncans and Timmons) spotted another in a field in the Molino
area. We also plucked out a rare Great Black-backed Gull*.

AMAZING! That’s about all I can say
of the winter season’s rare birds.
What began as a movement of rare
birds straying here this fall continued
into February. Green-tailed Towhees
literally invaded the eastern U. S. this
season. We got two of these on local
CBCs, though the one at Ft. Pickens
did not show. Or did it just move a little farther east? The cognoscenti who analyze these things attribute this to the severe
western drought which moved SW U. S. wintering birds eastward. Whatever the reason, it made for an exciting season. It
was not, however, a great season for birds that normally winter
in good numbers down here. American Goldfinches, American
Robins, Pine Siskins and Purple Finches were either absent, late
or reported in low numbers.

ECSTASY AND TRAGEDY – On 21 Dec, while kayaking
near Portofino, Ryan Colburn photographed a first year male
King Eider*, second area and third state record! Alerted by his
grandmother Mary Lee, we alerted the state listservs and birders
raced up here from all over Florida. It disappeared but was spotted by an alert Will Duncan on 22 Dec at the north side of the
beach bridge in Gulf Breeze when the Duncans were driving to
Portofino to look for it. After another disappearance, it was
refound and photographed by David Sparks and Cheryl Bunch at
Project GreenShores on 24 Dec. On 26 Dec, John Murphy and
Andy Wraithmell from Tallahassee saw it there early in the
morning, went to breakfast and returned a half hour later to find
it dead! It now reposes in the Florida State Museum, a valuable
specimen.

WESTERN BIRDS EAST – The “invasion” began with a
Sprague’s Pipit* that Lucy and I rediscovered at the Ft.
Walton Beach Sewerage Treatment Facility (FWBSTF) on 2
Dec. This bird had been found by Alex Harper in late fall. On
the Choctawhatchee River CBC 15 Dec, Alan and Diana Knothe and Nonie Maines spotted the area’s third Green-tailed
Towhee*, and not to be outdone, Morris Clark and Peggy
Baker ferreted out another on the Choctawhatchee CBC on 19
Dec. What used to be accidental but has become rare but regular, an Ash-throated Flycatcher* was observed at Ft. Pickens by Brenda and Jerry Callaway on 28 Dec. Another had been
found by Don Ware on the Pensacola CBC on 17 Dec. Don also
found two Swainson’s Hawks* on that count. On 13 Jan, I
was stunned to find the area’s first and state’s third Spotted
Towhee* in a gated community near our house. It was documented for the state’s Records Committee by Alex Harper. A
count of 225 Brewer’s Blackbirds* in northern Santa Rosa
County during our Shorebird Stewardship Big Day competition
on 17 Jan (Dana and Sue Timmons, Bob and Lucy Duncan) was
the highest total ever for the area. Only the fourth area record,
Les Kelly, Larry Goodman and Bruce Furlow found a drake
Cinnamon Teal* at Taminco Sanctuary on 14 Feb!
GULLS GALORE – Gulls! Love ‘em or hate
‘em. Put me in the former category. A thousand
riotous gulls at a landfill is my idea of a fun place to
be! On 6 Dec, I spotted a first winter Franklin’s
Gull*, another western stray, in the Milton area.
Shortly thereafter, the area’s first Thayer’s Gull*
appeared, a visitor from the far north and a first area
record. An adult Lesser Black-backed Gull*, a
European/Iceland species, now rare but regular in
our area, was found by Alex Harper in Santa Rosa
Sound 14 Jan. A trip to Walnut Hill 17 Jan yielded

Bob Duncan

OTHER RARITIES – Very rare visitor from the north, a
Lapland Longspur* was at the FWBSTF on 2 Dec (Bob and
Lucy Duncan). Fred Bassett of the HBSG banded Rufous and
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds too numerous to mention.
He also banded a Calliope* 2 Dec at Larue Holtzclaw’s and 15
Jan at Laura Catterton’s home. A Broad-tailed* was banded
at Ann and Peanut Johnson’s home. A belated report of a radiotagged Whooping Crane photographed at Taminco Sanctuary
17 Dec 2006 came from Bruce Furlow. A White-breasted
Nuthatch* in Gulf Breeze 17 Dec was rare (Bill Bremser). An
American Oystercatcher seen on the Pensacola CBC 17 Dec
was rare (Jan Lloyd et al.). Very rare in winter, 3 Yellow
Warblers were in Ft. Walton Beach 19 Dec (Les Kelly, Larry
Goodman, Bruce Furlow). A male Scarlet Tanager spotted on
the FMWAS Ascend field trip 28 Dec was the first documented
winter state record (Bob Duncan, Larry Goodman, photo, et
al). Two Wilson’s Warblers were also found there (Pam
Beasley, et al). A Barn Owl graced Powers and Rosann
McLeod’s yard 28 Jan, a first-ever for their yard list.
On 29 Feb Powers spotted the first incoming
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. A Sandhill
Crane was a rare downtown flyover on 23 Feb
(Wes Tallyn). Over 90 Swallow-tailed Kites
were reported this season from multiple observers!
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Species with asterisks require documentation so that
they may be processed to become part of the ornithological
record. The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds.
If you have something to report, please call Bob or Lucy
Duncan at 932-4792.

TRIPPING with Ro Wauer
If you have read any of these columns, you know that
we are hooked on Texas. We are hooked not just on the
400+ species of birds but on flowers, trees, other critters,
rocks, etc. Because it sprawls across so many lines of latitude and longitude, it hosts a wildly varied assemblage of
the aforementioned. Our favorite interpreter and advocate
for Texas wildlife is Roland (Ro) Wauer.
In his 32 year career, Wauer was both the Chief Park
Naturalist at Big Bend National Park as well as Chief of the
Division of Natural Resources. He has been a compulsive
note-taker all his life and after his retirement assembled his
notes into two dozen books and two hundred articles. His
first books (that we couldn’t have done
without) were the Big Bend ones: Birds of Big
Bend and Naturalist’s Big Bend. On our first
trip to Big Bend the driver drove and the
passenger read Ro Wauer aloud. After his
retirement, he started writing birder’s
guides to the other National Parks grouping
them by region. Those are must-haves on

Ann Forster
any trip. He wrote bird guides to Mexico and to the West
Indies. He then approached his guides, not from geographic site but from the biological viewpoint, writing several excellent books on butterflies, on specific species of
birds, and several which treat every living thing in Big
Bend. Some of his most readable recent books are anthologies of his regular newspaper column; Heralds of Spring in
Texas and Naturally . . . South Texas will make you start
packing the car.
At 77, Ro Wauer is still very active. After retiring he
moved to Victoria, Texas where he writes a nature column
for the local paper, The Victoria Advocate. We were fortunate to be able to attend a Louisiana Ornithological Society meeting where he was the
keynote speaker. He looks like Texas; tall,
thin, mustached, and laconic and a great
entertaining speaker. He also does seminars
at bird festivals and annual field trips in Big
Bend which always have waiting lists.

BOOK

REVIEW

Bringing Nature Home, Douglas Tallamy
Dr. Douglas Tallamy, entomologist, had one of those 'aha' moments while going through the tedious process
of removing the aggressive non-native plants on his property. He noticed their leaves had little or no insect damage, while the leaves of the native plants showed signs of supplying dinner to a variety of insects and their larvae.
He knew that native plants and native insects had evolved together. The plants develop defenses against the insects such as tannins, sap, latex, and hairy leaves, while the insects in turn evolve ways to overcome those defenses. On the other hand, most native insects cannot, or will not, eat non-native plants. So why should we
care? Ninety-six percent of land birds eat or feed their young protein rich insects. If we have a garden of nonnative grasses, shrubs, and trees we greatly reduce the food supply for birds and other animals that depend on
insects. For example, the Melaleuca tree supports 409 insects in its native Australia but only eight in Florida,
where it was introduced over 100 years ago.
Dr. Tallamy wants us to use native plants that have a greater value to wildlife, but no one had taken on the
monumental task of determining which plants support the most insects. He concentrated on Lepidoptera (moths
and butterflies) and compiled a list of their host plants. He was surprised to find that trees host more Lepidoptera than herbaceous plants. Pines, number ten on the list, support 203 Lepidopteran species. Are you curious
about number one, the tree that serves the larvae of 517 moths and caterpillars? Check out Dr. Tallamy's book.
He'll have you smiling when you see tent caterpillars in your cherry laurel. (Bringing Nature Home: How You Can
Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants, Douglas Tallamy; Timberpress, Portland OR, 2009.)
Carole Tebay
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS

WHAZAT?

The chapter nominating committee, composed of Mary

During the recent Christmas Bird Count
we were busy counting American Coots
in a pond northeast of town when two
Bald Eagles appeared in the sky and began
to circle the pond. Apparently the coots have a warning
system for just such emergencies, because each time an
eagle peeled off into a dive the coots, on some unseen
command, immediately dove beneath the pond’s surface,
staying down until the eagle departed—unsuccessfully.
This same drama continued repeatedly for the next fortyfive minutes, the eagles taking turns diving, the coots
submerging themselves, at least to a depth unattainable by
an eagle’s talons. Survival tactics in the wild can be
amazing.
James Pfeiffer

Newman, Jim Brady, Peggy Baker, and Larry Goodman, offers
the following slate of candidates for election to be held at the
May Annual Meeting of Francis M. Weston Audubon Society:

President—Dana Timmons
Vice President—Matthew Drum
Treasurer—Rebecca Grass
Recording Secretary—Lucy Michel
Corresponding Secretary—Ann Forster
Director at Large (2012-2014)—Lucy Duncan.
Nominations may also be made from the floor at the annual
meeting.
ELECTRONIC SKIMMER?

We are considering electronic distribution of The Skimmer
and we need to know your opinion. Let us have your
thoughts by calling or emailing a Board of Directors’
member (see page 8) or by emailing the editor at
jerefrench@bellsouth.net. And remember, you can
always go on line at fmwaudubon.org for current and back
issues of The Skimmer.

EARTH DAY

Sunday, April 22 is Earth Day, and as usual Francis M.
Weston Audubon Society will have a display at Bayview
Park in Pensacola, featuring our birds from the Roy Hyatt
Environmental Center, as well as other displays and
interesting facts about our chapter’s activities, in
conjunction with the greater good that comes from
protecting and enhancing wilderness, wildlife—and the
natural environment in general. See you there. Powers
McCleod is our host.

Spring Brings

THE LORAX

We don’t usually recommend movies but we’ll make an
exception for The Lorax, an animated film aimed at
wilderness preservation, and saving trees. Take the kids,
the next generation of nature lovers—and protectors.

Buds flower,
Leaves green into bright new hues.
Daylight lengthens,
Lawns sprinkle with morning dews.
Birds nest,
Fledglings peep constantly for food.
Rains soak,
Life is changing into a springtime mood.

ROY HYATT ENVIRONMENTAL CENTER
TRAILS

Chapter volunteers have been posting botanical signs
along a nature trail at Roy Hyatt Environmental Center
this winter, and we invite you to walk the trail and enjoy
the signs and the birds on Saturday, April 14 (a great way
to do your Birdathon). The signage results from a $1,500
grant from International Paper to update the field trip unit
on plants at RHEC. Thanks to Morris Clark, Dan Forster,
Richard Mason, and Mo Michel for building and setting the
signs. We have several species of plants for which signs are
still needed, and a contribution of $40.00 will place a sign
for a tulip poplar, Virginia creeper, or other notable
species. Contact Jim Brady at 456-5083 for details.

Freshness beckons,
A transformation has begun.
Cocoons empty,
Butterfly’s wings dry in the midday sun.
Past lessens,
Blossoms into new speculations,
Spring invites,
A life of new imaginations.

Dana Timmons
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Skimming —LEGACY OF THE OAKS

Jere French

and are assigned a name and a number, duly noted and recorded
by Coleen Perilloux Landry, the sole human, and honorary
member of the Society. Details for application are available on
line. Just go to Live Oak Society.

Southerners are quirky people, sassy, fussy over little things,
and charming to a fault. Only in the south could we have such
memorable characters, real or not, as Atticus Finch, Truman
Capote, Scarlet O’Hara, Zelda Fitzgerald, John Faulkner,
Harper Lee, Huey Long, and Blanche Dubois. And only in the
South could we have an organization, spanning fourteen states,
whose roots go so very deep into the soil of the South—real
roots that is. Membership in this organization is limited to
trees. Yes, only trees need apply, and not just any tree. Membership is restricted to one species—the Southern Live Oak
(Quercus virginiana). From Antebellum mansions to shaded avenues, is there anything that better portrays the fiber of the
South?

Under the auspices of The Louisiana Garden Club Federation,
Inc, the organization lists more than 6800 trees in fourteen
southern states. The current president-for-life of the society is
the Seven Sisters Oak, 38 feet in girth and estimated to be 1200
years old, living blissfully on the edge of Lake Pontchartrain.
Elsewhere in Louisiana we can find other distinguished members: Sarah Gagne, Pierre Foucher, Green Leaves, My Beloved,
Lorna Doone, and Happywoods. Locally we have Charlie, a
400 year old giant and Kathryn’s Oak, both in Pensacola, and
200 year old Oakview, in Gulf Breeze.

Even with our rich variety of native hardwoods—hickory,
pecan, maple, sweetgum, magnolia—is there a better choice?
The Live Oak, with its tough, smooth bark, its widespread,
sturdy, welcoming branches
invites us close, to reach up,
to climb into those friendly
recumbent arms, to make
tree huggers, literally, of us
all. And whenever we
come across a particularly
majestic old veteran, don’t
we pause and gape at such
natural grandeur? Don’t we
want to do whatever it takes
to keep it safe and well protected, long into tomorrow?
And aren’t we glad we have
this whimsical organization
devoted to doing just that?
The Live Oak Society was founded at Lafayette, Louisiana in
1934, by LSU president Edwin L. Stephens. Like so many
Southerners, he had a love for this exalted, durable tree, and had
become concerned at seeing so many of these magnificent specimens being destroyed in the name of progress—even during a
time when not all that much ‘progress’ was ongoing. Thus, in a
whimsical moment he had the good sense to make his new society an organization in which only Southern Live Oaks of considerable distinction and sound health, and of an age of more than
one hundred years, could qualify for membership. All that was
needed would be a reliable human sponsor who could vouch
forage and pedigree. Successful applicants receive a certificate,
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Twelve hundred years is ancient even for a Live Oak, but one
hundred years is hardly unusual for this species. They are living
things and yes, eventually
they die. Without adequate
protection and firm city and
county ordinances some are
still being lost to ‘progress,’
and those that die, for any
reason, are removed from
LOS rolls. Some have faced
expulsion for misbehavior.
How does a tree misbehave,
you ask? Misconduct as such
has been described as heavy or
unsightly pruning, painting,
or being used for unsightly
sign posting and advertising.
Not the tree’s fault of course
that the power lines had to go through its limbs, or that someone’s billboard needed better exposure.
As you drive through local neighborhoods, look up into those
street spanning branches. Do you know of a tree that might
meet the requirements for membership to LOS? We’re under
represented in the Panhandle, and I know we have some magnificent specimens throughout Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties. Membership in LOS is a good way to protect these awesome trees, our natural legacy. It’s a Southern thing.

This spring The Skimmer, in conjunction with the Florida
Native Plant Society, is sponsoring a magnificent tree on Santa
Rosa Island, to be named The Langdon Oak (reg. 6849).
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National Aububon Society

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter)
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PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522.
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See our online edition of the Skimmer in
color on the web site.
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