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two Eastern Screech Owls. Campers 
also met the RHEC reptiles, sampled 
pond life using microscopes, hiked 
nature trails, dissected squid, and 
learned about and searched for 
invasive species, just to list a few of 
the activities. 

 During the week, the campers 
made many memorable comments 
about camp activities. Before being 
introduced to reptiles and amphib-
ians, they participated in a touch-
station activity where they reached 
into a box without looking first. 
Inside the box were clues for the 
upcoming activity. One touch sta-
tion represented “frog eggs” (it was 
actually cottage cheese). Seeing the 
look on the children’s faces when 
they stuck their hands into the box 
was priceless!   

 One day we focused on ponds and wetlands. The excitement was 
evident as everyone got their hands dirty. There were no “ewws,” 
only “ahhs” as their discoveries included close-up looks at spiders, 
worms, and fish through discovery scopes. After a lesson on how 
to properly use a microscope, students observed planktonic life, 

by Jennifer Butera 

T
his summer marked the beginning of a new program held at Escambia County School System’s Roy 
Hyatt Environmental Center (RHEC). Twenty-one third- and fourth-grade students from Florida and 
Alabama participated in the summer camp focusing on a variety of habitats and human impacts 
on the environment. Through experiments, demonstrations, field activities, and art projects, 
participants explored their world in a “hands-on and hands-in” manner. The days flew by with 
students engaged in birding and other activities, including meeting our resident plumaged pair:

then sketched and recorded 
movements of larvae and other 
life as it scurried across the 
microscope slides. Someone in 
the class commented, “There is 
life under there, there is really 
life!”    

   During our squid dissection 
we informed the campers we 
would be cooking what we dis-
sected to give them a taste of 
calamari. During our “squid 
races” activity each camper 
built his/her own squid out of 
balloons, straws and stream-
ers to test jet propulsion. 
They then had to race their 
“squids” against one another. 
One camper, who named her 
creation “Big Blue,” was so 

excited she got so far in the race that throughout the day she 
kept stating “I knew Big Blue could do it, I just knew he could!” 
She was so proud!  

 During our “musical chairs” science activity, each chair re-
moved equaled the loss of an animal habitat. When the first 

Audubon Summer Camp students at RHEC identify and record 
resident birds visiting the Birding Bus feeding station.



Field Trips
n Saturday, August 29, Ft. Pickens Native 
Plants. 
James Burkhalter will lead us along the Blackbird 
Marsh Nature Trail and the Dunes Nature Trail 
to observe the native plants and fall blooming 
wildflowers. Expect easy walking in sand. Bring 
a picnic lunch and beverages for the day. Meet 
at 7:30 a.m. in the Pensacola Visitor’s Center 
parking lot located at the north end of the 
Pensacola Bay Bridge, or at 8:00 a.m. in the 
sound side parking lot at the entrance to Ft. 
Pickens. We plan to finish by early afternoon.  
 
n Saturday, September 12, Ft. Walton Beach 
Spray Fields and Navarre Beach Park Birding.  
Dana Timmons will lead us around and through 
the spray fields, adjacent ponds, and forested 
areas in search of early fall migrants. Expect 
moderate walking with possibly some wet 
conditions. Plan to eat lunch in a restaurant. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Office Depot shopping 
center parking lot located across Hwy. 98 from 
the Gulf Breeze Hospital entrance. We plan to 
return by mid afternoon. 

n Saturday, September 26, Perdido Key  
Native Plants.  
James Burkhalter will lead us along the Johnson 
Beach Nature Trail in search of native plants and 
late summer blooming wildflowers. Expect easy 
walking in sand. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Big 
Lots parking lot on the east side of Navy Blvd. 
south of U.S. Hwy. 98 in Warrington. We plan to 
finish by noon. 
 

n Saturday, October 10, Ft. Pickens Birding.  
Bob and Lucy Duncan will lead us to look for fall 
migrants in the Ft. Pickens area of Gulf Islands 
National Seashore. We will get to see how it has 
changed, and hopefully see lots of birds. Expect 
moderate walking. Insect repellent may be 
needed. Bring a picnic lunch and beverages for 
the day. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Office Depot 
shopping center parking lot located across Hwy. 
98 from the Gulf Breeze Hospital entrance, or at 
8:00 a.m. in the sound side parking lot located 
at the entrance to Ft. Pickens. We plan to return 
by early afternoon.   
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 Chapter Meetings

n Pensacola Junior College, Main Campus, 7 p.m., 
Baroco Science Center, Room 2142 except as 
otherwise noted. Guests welcome!

n August 27. Picnic at PJC.
Please bring food for you and your family plus one, 
and enjoy our evening.  
    Enid Siskin, adjunct professor of Environmental 
Science at UWF and a local environmental activist, 
will discuss the ongoing fight against off-shore 
drilling in Florida. She will provide tips on actions 
we can take to prevent the appearance and residue 
of oil derricks off our shores. Eric Draper, Audubon 
of Florida, states that off-shore drilling is one of the 
most critical issues we will aggressively toil against 
this year. 

n September 24. Attracting 
Butterflies. Mary Peterzen 
and Theresa Friday, from the 
Panhandle Butterfly House, 
will present a program on the 
attraction of butterflies to your 
landscape and the importance 
of their role in nature. They 
will also discuss their “Kid-
a-pillar” program and its 
success.  

Other Events
n Board of Directors’ Meetings: 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., September 3, and October 1 at 
the Baskerville-Donovan Building, 449 West Main 
Street, Pensacola. Open to all members.
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T
he Roy Hyatt Center Committee is 

delighted with the current state of our 

programs at the environmental facility. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon natural-

ist Jennifer Butera and five volunteers 

completed the first of what we hope will 

be many years of summer camps. Twenty-one third and 

fourth graders participated in a week-long camp that 

ran from 9 a.m.–4 p.m., Monday–Friday. At the end 

of camp, each participant received a CD containing a 

photographic memory book of their camp.  
 

 Recently we received official notice from the Nation-

al Fish and Wildlife Foundation of the extension of our 

Gulf Coast Urban Educational Initiative (GCUEI) Grant 

for another school year. The continuation of the grant 

will permit us to operate field trips for second and fifth 

graders to RHEC and to promote RHEC staff visits to ten 

low performing schools through the upcoming academic 

year. It will also allow us to retain Jennifer as our full-

time naturalist. (The chapter will still have to make a 

substantial financial contribution to the project.)   

 We have also been notified that we will receive a 

$700 grant from Ascend Performance Materials (for-

merly Solutia) to assist the GCUEI grant with funds to 

pay for bus transportation to the Hyatt Center for those 

schools that cannot pay their portion of the bus and driver 

costs for field trips. 

 We are grateful to all our sponsors, to Jennifer and her 

volunteers, and to the Escambia County School District for 

its partnership in both our summer camp and our regular 

school year field trips.
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F R O M  T H E  C E N T E R                                      by James Brady

child was “out,” she didn’t get upset, but asked, “Ms. Jennifer,  
is it okay if I dance to the music since I am out already?” Her  
attitude towards this miniscule defeat was one of which we 
should all take note.  
 All in all, the week was fantastic and the children were great. 
There is nothing quite like having the amazing opportunity to show 
and share the wonders of our world with the young. Often it is from 
them we learn many of the things that, as adults, we have forgot-
ten!
   Please visit our website at www.fmwaudubon.org to view our camp 
photo album.

Environmental Encounters,  
continued from front page

Discovering the varied diet of owls, 
students also learned about lab safety 
protocols as they dissected owl pellets.

Environmental Encounters students sample pond water to prepare 
slides in the microscope lab. They were astounded to see so much 
life within a single drop.



by Bob Duncan

F i e l d N o t e s

n Mid-summer is the bottom of the birding season with little 
avian activity going on except for breeding. But Gulf Islands 
National Seashore (GINS) is where the action is. Not that it’s the 
only place to find interesting birding, as chapter volunteers can tell 
you from their Blackwater State Forest surveys. Closer to home (if 
you live in Gulf Breeze, that is) there’s a lot going on at the beach. 
Now that the Ft. Pickens road is open, it’s easy access. Gulf Islands 
National Seashore personnel did a great job protecting breeding 
birds there. A survey in early June revealed 243 Least Tern chicks 
and 100 Snowy Plover nests. Black Skimmers have finally seen 
the light and are nesting with terns in the Ft. Pickens section, not 
far from the entrance. Furthermore, the Skimmer colony along the 
Navarre Beach causeway has been abandoned and moved within 
GINS property where they are having success. I had wondered since 
Hurricane Ivan why they didn’t follow the Least Terns’ lead and go 
to more favorable areas to nest. But then, who knows a Skimmer’s 
thinking?

n The area between Pensacola and Navarre Beaches supported 
many nesting Least Terns and Snowy Plovers. On 25 June, Lucy 
Duncan and I also counted 19 Wilson’s Plovers, about half at the 
Navarre County Park and the rest on the north shore near Opal 
Beach. There were at least four nesting pairs of this rare shore-
bird that had only sparingly nested in recent years. Lucy and I 
walk this area about once a week, and other species of shorebirds 
encountered include White-rumped Sandpipers, Semipalmated, 
Piping, and Black-bellied Plovers, Short-billed Dowitchers, 
occasional Marbled Godwits, and almost always Reddish Egrets. 
The birdlife there changes minute by minute so you never know 
what you’ll find.

n Yes, our birds will complete another great breeding year, 
barring an early tropical storm. That’s the good news. Word 
from the far north is that snow cover remained on the ground as 
of early June as far south as James Bay, Canada, and Alaska was 
still cold and rainy. This is bad news for tundra-nesting shorebirds. 
Their short nesting season may not permit breeding this year. 
That’s a double-edged sword, however, as it is also impacting Snow 
and Canada Geese, whose soaring populations in recent years 
have caused tragic damage to the tundra where other species nest. 
Bag limits for hunters were increased, but apparently this is only 
making a minimal dent in overpopulation. 

n A Black and White Warbler, 6 June at the Duncan’s pond in 
Gulf Breeze, was the first ever locally in June for this migrant. 

Reddish Egrets, both white and dark phases, are regularly being 
seen near Opal Beach. Reports of American Robins, rare nesters 
in north Pensacola, continue to come in. Rarely observed in our 
area, a Hairy Woodpecker* was spotted 6 June on the Tarkiln 
Bayou trail by Michael Jordan, Eva Barnett and Cheryl Bunch. 

n On the exotic front, Nutmeg Mannikins continue to be 
reported throughout Pensacola, with an incursion into Santa 
Rosa County on 15 June, when Heidi Moore saw an adult and 
juvenile at her home near Milton. Be on the lookout for a new 
invader, the Pin-tailed Whydah, an African caged-bird escapee. 

So far I’ve received four 
reports, the latest 13 June 
in east Pensacola of a male 
and female found by Patrick 
James, and a 3 July report 
by Ann Forster of a female 
at her feeder. Please report 
any sightings of this striking 
bird (black and white, red 
bill, very long tail). 

n Barn Swallows are now nesting at a new location—the new 
picnic pavilions at Opal Beach, where Lucy and I found five nests 
with young on 25 June. A Cliff Swallow was in that area July 
8. Three pairs of Gull-billed Terns nested within the Skimmer 
colony just inside the entrance to Ft. Pickens, another success 
story. Francis Weston recorded only one instance of breeding 
prior to 1965. 

n Rarest bird of the season was a Roseate Spoonbill* observed 
by Dustin Varble on 17 June at the Eglin AFB portion of Santa 
Rosa Island. Gray Kingbird, a West Indian species, reaches its 
northern and western most breeding limit along the MS-AL 
coasts. They are breeding in five locations in the Pensacola area. 
Very rare in July, a Marbled Godwit* was spotted by Patrick 
James at Ft. Pickens on 2 July. An early Lark Sparrow in Gulf 
Breeze on 10 July was also a surprise.

*The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds. If 

you have something to report, please call Bob or Lucy 

Duncan at (850)932-4792. Species with asterisks require 

documentation so that they may be processed to become 

part of the ornithological record.
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Tripping By Ann Forster

Both photos by Dan Forster.
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Last January Jan Lloyd, Betsy Tetlow, Gary Breece and my husband, 
Dan, and I headed to the Andes of Ecuador. We were lucky in that 
our favorite guide, Lelis Navarrete, was between trips to Peru so 
he was our leader. We saw more than 500 species of birds includ-

ing 49 species of hummingbirds. To say that the logistics of the trip were 
smooth would bring a big horse laugh from the aforementioned. The of-
fice had hired two new women who managed to have more wires crossed 
than Gulf Power has wires. Lelis had an itinerary which was different from 
ours. “What do you mean two days at Buenaventura? Our list says four!” 

 The “extra” days were to be spent at Tapichalaca Lodge. On our way 
down, I asked if they knew we were coming. Lelis smiled indulgently and 
said, “Of course.” This lodge is hours from the nearest town, and the 
road was closed several hours a day for repairs. When we got there, the 
expressions on the faces of the personnel told us all we needed to know. 
I was eyeing the sofa in the commons room while a hushed discussion 
produced the plan. We would sleep in the researchers’ dorm and they 
would sleep on the floor of the dining room. When we got to the 
bunkhouse, Jan and I told Betsy that she was lucky because we had gone 
to the same camp as girls and could sing camp songs. 
 
 As it turned out, we had a wonderful experience. Dan got to see 
his first Jocotoco Antpitta with Lelis, who had discovered it. We also 
watched rare Golden-plumed Parakeets using new nest boxes for the  
first time. 

 The grand finale was nothing the office could have done anything 
about. While we were in the legendary birding area of Mindo, there was a 

Two Wrongs Can Make a Right

landslide on the Mindo to Quito highway. Our guide assured us that they 
were working on the road, but we might have to hike out over the slide 
and have a van meet us on the other side. Oh, yeah. As it turned out, the 
whole highway had peeled away leaving an enormous gap. To return to 
Quito, we drove on the old one-lane mud and gravel Nono-Mindo Road, 
meeting buses, trucks, and construction equipment in a driving rainstorm. 

 It was such a great adventure that we are going back in January 2010.

F or the last fifteen years, the membership of FMWAS has gra-
ciously supported environmental education in area schools by 
purchasing sets of Audubon Adventures (AA) for classrooms. 
During the last school year, we experimented with the pro-

gram to ensure the most efficient use of funds and to support the nature 
programs we provide at the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center (RHEC). 
Previously a $50 contribution supplied one classroom (32 students) with 
four issues of the AA newsletter. With our new plan, this same contri-
bution provides one issue for each of 160 students. After a class visits 
the Center, the teacher now receives a classroom set of an AA issue on 
the topic presented in the center lesson. The teachers love using these 
materials to follow-up their Hyatt visits. Jenn and Molly, the Center 
teachers, are excited that Audubon Adventures now reinforces each RHEC 
environmental lesson. Our new use of AA is a great success! Classroom 
sets of Audubon Adventures will continue to be supplied to teachers who 
request them and to those classes sponsored by contributors. 
     We hope that you will continue to support our environmental educa-
tion program for the 2009-2010 school year by sending your contribu-
tion in the enclosed envelope. With your help, every student who comes 
to the Hyatt Center (over 5000 this year!) will go home with an Audubon 
Adventures newsletter!

 A N O T H E R  g R E AT  C H A N g E ! 

 We welcome Paige Bates, our new Education Chairman!  

G R E AT  C H A N G E S  I N  A U D U B O N  A D V E N T U R E S                                                   By Peggy Baker

A note from Paige—
Thank you! I’m thrilled to serve as your new Education Chair. I’m originally from Pensacola, and have always wanted to give back to my community, especially through the areas of education and wildlife. I have a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Florida in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation, and am currently working on my Master’s Degree in Math Education. I was fortunate enough to work as an Audubon Naturalist at the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center a few years ago, and that position is what really sparked my passion for education. Since then, I’ve been teaching middle school math and science. I’m very excited to bring everything I’ve learned to this position, and I look forward to working with all of you.

Right: The dazzling Violet-tailed Sylph is 
a specialty of the western slope of the 
Eduadorian Andes.

Left: The Sword-billed Hummingbird, 
one of 49 hummingbirds on the trip, is 
astonishing in that it can actually fly 
with that bill.



made a wonderful discovery this summer while offering a field archae- 
ology lab for the public on the large, breezy porch of the museum 
at the Arcadia Mill Archaeological Site in Milton. There is a great, hand-
icapped-accessible boardwalk through the swamp and near Pond Creek, 
comparable to the one at the University of West Florida, as well as hiking 
trails that cross a hanging bridge over the Creek. The boardwalk is acces-
sible anytime, and early morning walks produce many local breeding birds 
singing and nesting now. This should be an excellent place for migrants 
during spring and fall. 

 
    There is signage along the boardwalk explaining the operations that occurred at the site in 
the past, as well as tree identification signs. I immediately put up a hummingbird feeder on the 
porch and there are several Ruby-throated Hummingbird females coming daily. This is a great 
place for a bird or native-plant walk since the boardwalk begins right at the edge of the turn-
around at the end of the street, and you are up away from chiggers. Tim Roberts, manager of the 
site, is very interested in adding the site to the Great Florida Birding Trail and plans to pursue 
this goal during the next round of site designations. I am helping him develop a seasonal list of 
birds this year that will be available to site visitors. He invites everyone to experience the cultur-
al history as well as the natural history there. Picnic tables are near the boardwalk, but restrooms 
are only available when the museum is open.

 The Arcadia Mill Site in Milton represents the first and largest early American water-powered 
industrial complex in Florida. This was a multi-faceted operation with various mills, shops, a 
mule-drawn railroad and a sixteen-mile log flume. Although the complex operated only for 
38 years (1817-1855), it played a pivotal role in the political and economic development 
of Northwest Florida. The mill area was rediscovered in 1964, and when local develop-
ment threatened in 1986, efforts were undertaken to preserve the site and document its 
historical significance. In 1987 Arcadia was placed on the National Register of Histori-
cal Places. That same year, the Santa Rosa Historical Society, in partnership with the 
University of West Florida, initiated a five-year plan to acquire the site, conduct 
historical and archaeological research and to preserve, interpret and develop the 
site as an education facility. At the present time there is a small museum on 
site (open Tuesday – Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.), educational activities such 
as tours for schools, and an outdoor exhibit of mill machinery.  

 It is well worth the 15-minute drive from the north side of Pen-
sacola. To reach the site, travel east from Pensacola on Highway 
90 toward Milton. As you near Milton, look for the large brown 
Arcadia Mill Archaeological Site sign where you will turn left 
onto Anna Simpson Road. Follow the signs and continue to 
the “T” intersection and take another left on Mill Pond 
Lane. Follow the road as it turns right and ends in a turn-
around. The boardwalk is straight ahead. Enjoy!

Skimming by Jan Lloyd

I
Exp lo r ing  A rcad ia  M i l l
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n WiLDLiFE SANCTuARy RECEiVES TWO BALD EAgLES.   
The Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida has taken in two more 
injured Bald Eagles for medical treatment and rehabilitation in hopes 
of release back into the wild—the primary goal. The juvenile eagle 
that came to the Sanctuary in May will have these new companions, 
as they will all be sharing the 100-foot flight cage on the sanctuary 
grounds. This flight cage qualifies the facility as one of only nine in 
Florida permitted by US Fish and Wildlife for eagle rehabilitation. The 

two new eagles are approximately 10 weeks old.

Fish, Fish, Fish...   
 The Sanctuary needs donations of fresh whole 
fish (and red meats) for all three eagles as well 
as injured seabirds. When you fish, please 
consider dropping by some of your catch. 
The Sanctuary accepts donations seven days 
a week 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. It is located at 105 
North “S” Street near the old Gulf Power 
building. For more information call 850-433-
9453 ext. 5.

N E W S  a n d  V I E W S

SMIThSOnIan FIELD GuIDE TO ThE 
BIrDS OF nOrTh aMErICa

Edited by Ted Floyd of Birding Magazine, published by Harper Collins, 2008.

The Smithsonian Field Guide to the Birds of North America is a new generation field guide. Most birders 
own more than one field guide and like them for different reasons. One may be a sentimental favorite, 
the first one, or a special gift. Others we like for the completeness of information and the accuracy of 
detailed drawings—or for our scribbled notes in the margins. 
 The Smithsonian Field Guide is different from most in two ways: It is illustrated with 2000 expert 
photos of 750+ birds and includes a DVD of bird songs of 138 major species. Each bird is illustrated 
with several clear photos showing male/female or adult/juvenile details that help identify the bird, 
such as characteristic behavior. For example: The Cliff  Swallow is covered by photos of the adult, the 
juvenile, in flight from above and from below, and a picture of a nesting site. The White-eyed Vireo 
shows a full side view and a close-up of eye and bill details. Do the photos make identification easier? 
I think so, because the colors are as you would see them in nature and the field marks by which you 
distinguish similar species are clearly visible in the high quality photos.   
 The book also contains range maps, descriptions of habitats and vocalization, characteristic mark-
ings and behavior, and essays covering taxonomy, migration and conservation status. The DVD con-
tains close to 600 songs and calls. You hear alarm calls and territorial songs and regional variations 
from the same species. Each recording has a picture of the bird embedded. Both picture and song can 
be downloaded to MP3 players and conveniently taken along in the field.                       
 Review by Annelise ReunertB
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n FROM BOOkS TO TECHNOLOgy…did you bring your field guide? 
iBird Explorer. If you brought your cell phone, iPhone to be specific, 
you can have fingertip access to iBird Explorer. This interactive 
program covers 914 North American birds with drawings, photos, 
range maps, habitat, etc. You access the bird info by searching the 
index or typing the name of the bird. It can even show you a list of 
birds similar to your choice. Perhaps its most attractive feature is 
the ability to play a recording of the bird’s song—and the songs of 
similar birds. The program is based on information on WhatBird.com. 
Frequent updates supply additional drawings and photos.  
—Annelise Reunert

Note: Playing bird calls or songs from devices such as MP3 
players and iPhones may successfully bring a bird into 
viewing distance. However, excessive use of these devices, 
as well as overuse of “pishing,” distresses and disturbs 
birds, particularly breeding birds. It’s taxing enough for 
birds to compete with one another for territory or mates, 
and we don’t want to cause them to expend further energy 
chasing a competitor that isn’t really there! If your activity 
causes a bird to stop what it is doing to respond to you or 
your sounds, you are encroaching on its territory, and it’s 
appropriate to back off. Judicious use of these wonderful 
devices is recommended. 

x

x

x
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