Dec. 2008 - Jan. 2009
Vol. XXXV No. 4

Discovery of a New Species of Storm-petrel—
A Local Connection

I

by Bob and Lucy Duncan

t began with a phone call to us from Ann Forster on April 28, 1998.
And thence began a story of investigation, scholarship, tragedy and
science that resulted in our area’s assistance in the discovery of a
new species of storm-petrel from the Azores.

Barry Sweatt, a
fisherman out of Orange
Beach, AL brought a
Photo by Bob Wallace
petrel that had landed
on his boat in the Gulf on April 27 to the Wildlife Sanctuary of
Northwest Florida for rehabilitation. This was not the first time
he did this. On other occasions he brought in several petrels
for rehab by Dorothy Kaufmann and her staff, and most were
successfully released from the Forster’s home near the entrance
to Pensacola Bay. But in this instance the attempted release was
unsuccessful and the bird died. Noticing that the bird had a band
on the leg, Ann gave it to us for transfer to Archbold Biological
Station in Lake Placid, Florida, as a valuable museum specimen.
Upon receiving the bird, a Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, we
observed that the band was not a standard US Fish and Wildlife
band. It read CEMPA LISBOA D017788. Lucy traced its origin
to the Centro de Estudos de Migracoes e Proteccao de Aves,
Lisbon, Portugal, and found that this small pelagic bird had been
banded on 25 September 1993 on Praia Islet, Graciosa Island in
the Azores. It was a female at least 6 years old!
Band-rumped Storm-Petrels spend most of the year in
the ocean and return to land only for a few months to breed.
Until recent years, they were not known to frequent the Gulf
of Mexico and western Atlantic with any regularity. Thus, the
specimens from the Gulf corroborated sight reports from birders
taking pelagic trips into the offshore Gulf.

Bob began an article on this recovery for the Florida
Field Naturalist and contacted Dr. Glen Woolfenden,
director of Archbold Biological Station in Lake Placid,
FL as he had prepared the specimen, and we decided to
collaborate. He in turn contacted the researcher banding
in the Azores, Luis R. Monteiro, of the Department of
Oceanography and Fisheries, University of the Azores,
and learned of an interesting study underway at the time
by this graduate student and his colleagues. The article we
wrote appeared in 2000 in the Journal of Field Ornithology
entitled “Recovery from the Northeastern Gulf of Mexico
of a Band-rumped Storm-Petrel banded in the Azores.”
This was the first recovery from the western Atlantic, and
Montiero was ecstatic. Little did he know how exciting it
was to become.
Woolfenden discovered from Monteiro that he and
his colleagues established that there were two breeding
populations of Band-rumped Storm-Petrels in the Azores.
One bred in the cool season and the other in the hot season,
and researchers suspected they might actually be two
separate species based on measurements and plumage
characteristics observed when there was breeding-season
overlap of the two groups. “Our” bird turned out to be a
“cool season” bird. During the time our article was being
written, tragedy occurred, and Luis Monteiro was killed in a
Continues on bottom of page 3.

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Field Trips
Saturday, December 13, Solutia Wildlife Refuge
Birding. Dana Timmons and Sharhonda Owens
will lead us through the Solutia Wildlife Refuge in
search of wintering birds. Expect moderate walking.
Long pants and closed toe shoes are recommended.
Since all transportation within the refuge will be
in vehicles provided by Solutia, we need to know
the number of participants. So please pre-register
by calling Dana at 850-934-4521(home) or 256505-1143(cell) by Wednesday, December 3, and
leaving your name, phone number and number of
participants in your party. Meet at 8:00 a.m. in the
parking lot of Solutia’s Neighborhood Park located
left of the entrance road before reaching the main
gate. We will finish by noon. There is a nice picnic
area available for those who wish to bring a lunch.
Friday thru Sunday, January 16-18, St. Marks
National Wildlife Refuge Birding. Peggy Baker
will lead us on a long weekend birding trip to a
great place to see a large variety of birds including
wintering waterfowl, wading birds and Bald Eagles.
The pace of the trip will be moderate with some
walking. We plan to arrive Friday in time to bird the
afternoon and will finish Sunday around noon. A
boat ride on the Wakulla River within the State Park
will definitely be included. Rooms are available at
the Best Western Wakulla Inn and Suites located on
Highway 98 near Crawfordville. Call 850-926-3737
to make your room reservations. To sign up call
Morris Clark at 968-5498 or Peggy Baker at 934-3242
and leave your name, telephone number and email
address and send a $25 per participant contribution
to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society. A detailed
itinerary will be emailed in early January.
Saturday, February 14, Gulf Islands National
Seashore and Navarre Beach Birding. Lucy Duncan
will lead us to look for wintering birds in the Naval
Live Oaks unit of GINS and the recently opened
Navarre Beach Park. We hope to see a wide variety
of bird species, including most, if not all, of the
possible small plovers. Expect moderate walking.
Bring a picnic lunch, which we will eat at a very nice
spot overlooking a terrific birding area. Meet at
7:30 a.m. in the parking lot of the GINS Visitor
Center in Gulf Breeze. We plan to return by early
afternoon.
March 22-27, 2009, Nebraska’s Platte River
Birding. Morris Clark will lead us on a birding trip to
witness early spring on the Great Plains. We expect
to experience tens of thousands of Sandhill Cranes
and view both Greater Prairie-Chickens and Sharptailed Grouse displaying at close range. If you are
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interested in participating, please send Morris Clark an
email at morrisclark@cox.net or call 968-5498 as soon
as possible (leave your name, email address, and phone
number) to request the trip itinerary. A commitment will
need to be made and the fee paid by December 18. There
will be space limitations, and reservations will be held in
the order they are received.

Chapter Meetings
Pensacola Junior College, Main Campus, 7 p.m.
Baroco Science Center, Room 2142. Guests welcome!
Thursday, January 22. Georgann Schmalz will present
“Birding by Ear.” Georgann is past president of Atlanta
Audubon, formerly a professor at Clemson University
and Georgia State University. She currently is president
of Birding Adventures, Inc., where she leads tours and
conducts bird ID workshops for the Georgia Department
of Natural Resources, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and US
Forest Service.
Thursday, February 26. Liz Langston will present a
program on “Foresting with Endangered Species.” Liz,
a wildlife biologist in the Blackwater River State Forest
(BRSF), will inform us about several projects in Blackwater
and update us on Red-Cockaded Woodpecker (RCW)
recovery in the forest. Our chapter sponsored the transfer
of five RCWs to BRSF. Liz will update us on their status and
RCW health in general.

Board of Directors’ Meetings
(Open to all members)

Thursdays, 7 p.m. Dec. 11, Jan. 8, and Feb. 5 at the
Baskerville-Donovan Building, 449 West Main Street,
Pensacola.

Other Events
Saturday, Dec. 20, Pensacola Christmas Bird Count.
Details on page 7.
February 13 – 16. Great Backyard Bird Count. Bird and
nature fans throughout North America are invited to join
tens of thousands of everyday bird watchers for the 12th
annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). Details are at
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/press/2009release/.

J o i n t he G re a t B a c k ya rd B ird C o u n t
Count for Fun, Count for the Future,
February 13-16, 2009

B

ird and nature fans throughout North America are
invited to join tens of thousands of everyday bird
watchers for the twelth annual Great Backyard Bird
Count (GBBC), February 13-16, 2009. A joint project
of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon
Society, this free event is an opportunity for families,
students and people of all ages to discover the wonders of
nature in backyards, schoolyards, and local parks, and, at the
same time, make an important contribution to conservation.
Participants count birds and report their sightings online at
www.birdcount.org.
Anyone can take part, from novice bird watchers to
experts, by counting birds for as little as 15 minutes on
one or more days of the event and reporting their sightings
online at www.birdcount.org. Participants can also explore
what birds others are finding in their backyards whether in
their own neighborhood or thousands of miles away. Online
resources include tips to help identify birds, a photo gallery,
and special materials for educators.
The data collected helps researchers understand
bird population trends, information critical for effective
conservation. In 2008 participants submitted more than
85,000 checklists.

“The GBBC has become
a vital link in the arsenal of
continent-wide bird-monitoring
projects,” said Cornell Lab of
Ornithology director, John
Fitzpatrick. “With more than a
decade of data now in hand,
the GBBC has documented the Cedar Waxwing.
fine-grained details of latewinter bird distributions better than any project in history,
including some truly striking changes just over the past
decade.”
 	 Each year, in addition to entering tallies, participants
submit thousands of digital images for the GBBC photo
contest. Many are featured in the popular online gallery.
Participants in the 2009 count are also invited to upload their
bird videos to You Tube; some will also be featured on the
GBBC web site. Visit www.birdcount.org to learn more.
 	 Businesses, schools, nature clubs, Scout troops, and
other community organizations interested in the GBBC can
contact the Cornell Lab of Ornithology at (800) 843-2473
(outside the U.S., call (607) 254-2473), or Audubon at
citizenscience@audubon.org or (215) 355-9588, ext. 16.  

Storm-petrel, continued from front page

along with four others from the Gulf of Mexico and salvaged
through the Wildlife Sanctuary, it could not be determined
which population dispersed to the western Atlantic and the
Gulf of Mexico. Our specimens were molting their primaries
indicating they were cool season breeders. This was one factor
in determining they were two separate species.
So are the two species separable in the field? The authors
indicate it is well nigh impossible to do so. But don’t worry,
all you listers out there. The newly described, warm season
breeding Monteiro’s Storm-Petrel numbers are estimated at no
more than 250 – 300 pairs, and although the distribution outside
the breeding season is unknown, it is thought that it does not
occur in the western Atlantic.
Luis Monteiro did not live to see his hard work come
to fruition; and Glen Woolfenden, who died before the
publication of the split, did not witness the part played out on
this side of the Atlantic. But they must have suspected they
were part of the discovery of a new species. The importance
of salvaging specimens through rehabilitation centers like the
Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida cannot be overstated.
Many thanks to the Sanctuary staff for their hard work and
cooperation.

helicopter crash while furthering his research. He never lived to
see it published.
The study continued, however, and culminated in the
publication in 2008 of “Monteiro’s Storm-petrel Oceanodroma
monteiroi: a new species from the Azores” by Mark Bolton et al.
in The Ibis, the journal of the British Ornithological Society. The
research concluded that the two breeding populations were indeed
two separate species based on several factors. DNA evidence
indicated genetic distinction, as did different vocalizations. Hot
season birds were smaller, with longer, more deeply forked tails
and smaller, thinner bills than cool season breeders. And the
seasonal molts of each population did not coincide.
So how did our Gulf of Mexico specimen contribute to the
split (description of two species from one)? The timing of molt in
the primaries was an important factor. Did both populations molt
at the same time or at different times? The problem was that the
progression of molt of cool season birds between April and July
was unknown because the birds had dispersed to the open ocean
and could not be scrutinized. Until our specimen was examined
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F i e l d m N o t e s
by Bob Duncan

n At last, cool weather and great birding. October and
November are the favorite months of most birders, though
April might be a strong contender. It was as if the weather
were playing by the calendar, with a strong front on 1 October
bringing dry, cool air to the area. And then it was front after
front continuing to mid-November. With the fronts came the
birds heading south, migrants headed for the tropics, winter
visitors settling in. And with them came reports of vagrant
species, unexpected visitors from the west.

n Sally Shultz of GINS photographed an adult Great Blackbacked Gull* at Ft. Pickens on 13 November. The species is
an occasional visitor to our area. Not to be outdone, her coworker, Kristen Dahlen, photographed a first-year Glaucous
Gull* there on 14 November, a fourteenth area record. On
20 November I visited the Ft. Walton Beach Spray Fields and
found gobs of ducks and sparrows and four noteworthy birds:
two Franklin’s Gulls,* Surf Scoter,* Western Kingbird and a
first November record of Bobolink.

n A Greater Shearwater,* a pelagic species, was
photographed off Ft. Pickens road by Patrick James on 22
September. A non-migratory species, a Scaled Quail* was
photographed near Whiting Field on 22 September by Carrie
Gindl. The bird was a likely escapee from captivity. Sue Yates
observed a Wilson’s Storm-Petrel* near her home on Perdido
Key on 23 September. A pelagic species rarely seen from
land, it was recovered dead on 25 September. A rare Western
Tanager* frequented the Duncan’s pond in Gulf Breeze on 28
September. Lucy Duncan and I spotted a very rare Warbling
Vireo* in our yard on 1 and 10 October.

n The sensational bird of the season was a Varied Thrush*
found at Dauphin Island on 16 November found by Leslie
Marcus of Minnesota. A bird of the deep, dark, wet Pacific
Northwest forests, it was a third Alabama record and brought
birders from all over three states to Cadillac Square where
the bird would put in brief tantalizing appearances through
the time of this writing (20 November). It was surprisingly
faithful to a vacant lot near the restrooms.
n Fred Bassett of the Hummer Bird Study Group banded a
Black-chinned Hummingbird* at the home of Jan Lloyd
in Pensacola on 20 November. Remarkably, this feathered
gem had returned for the fifth straight year! A Buff-bellied
Hummingbird graced the yard of Larry and Kathy Beall from
19 – 22+ November. Miriam Jennings spotted a flock of 40 –
50 migrating Snow Geese over Pensacola on 13 November.
Then on 18 November, Ann and Dan Forster watched two
skeins of Snow Geese pass overhead as they watched the
International Space Station traverse the night sky with a tool
bag glowing in hot pursuit!

n The American Flamingo* reported in early September and
seen by many birders lingered to 1 October and wandered back
and forth from Destin to Big Lagoon! A Piping Plover* I found
at Ft. Pickens 15 October had been banded in South Dakota!
Cecil and Pam Brown and I found a Vermilion Flycatcher* at
the Ft. Walton Spray Fields on 23 October. Very rare, especially
away from farmland, a Barn Owl* was seen by Ann Forster
and John Soule near their homes near Davenport Bayou on 25
October.

n On 22 November I went on a field trip with the Coastal
Birding Association to Wolf Field in Baldwin Co. where they
had obtained special entry permission. We didn’t find the
target bird, Sprague’s Pipit, but did get knockout looks at a
LeConte’s Sparrow.

n Three Sandhill Cranes* flying over the Ft. Walton Spray
Fields on 30 October were a treat for Lynn and Jay Gould and
the Duncans. We also observed a rare Long-tailed Duck,* the
first record in five years for the area. Seven Reddish Egrets
counted by Carol Asherfeld at Opal Beach on 1 October was
a good number. Heidi Moore’s American Avocets, spotted
in Blackwater Bay on 30 October, was a rare sighting. Carol
Tebays’s White-crowned Sparrow found on 21 October was
the first for the season. A Scissor-tailed Flycatcher found
by Patrick James at the Ft. Walton Beach Spray Fields 10
November was a rare but regular vagrant from the west.

The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
birds. If you have something to report, please
call Bob or Lucy Duncan at 932-4792.
Species with asterisks require documentation
*
so that they may be process to become part of
the ornithological record.
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Tripping — One Day at a Time

B

By Ann Forster

warblers and other migrants with a plant community much like
the one in which they will eventually nest. Many of the birds that
nest in the park are already at work singing and building. The
forest rings with the calls of Barred Owl, Red-shouldered Hawk,
Pileated Woodpecker, and other residents. We also love the tour
of the caverns. The limestone formations rival much bigger caves
in variety and beauty. The walking is comfortable with some
elevation change.
Falling Waters State Park is also a product of the erosive
qualities of limestone. The main trail is called Sinkhole Trail and
leads to Florida’s highest waterfall at 73 feet. The destination
of the water is as yet unknown. Another park attraction is
the butterfly garden that attracts both resident and migratory
butterflies. Like Florida Caverns, there are good nature trails with
huge trees and fern-covered sinkhole formations. In addition to
your bird field guide, a good wildflower guide would enhance
your experience. We use Duncan and Foote: Wildflowers of the
Southeastern United States. UGA Press: Athens, GA.
Winter specialties likely to be encountered at both parks, as
well as at nearby Ponce de Leon Springs State Park and Torreya,
include Winter Wren, Pine Siskin, Purple Finch, Red-breasted
Nuthatch, and Dark-eyed Junco.

ack in the 1970s when we had the
Arab oil embargo, I wrote a series
of articles for the Atlanta Audubon
newsletter describing some good,
one-day birding excursions. Gasoline may be
more expensive now, but it was a darn sight
harder to get during the embargo. There were
huge lines at the filling stations and gasoline
was rationed. Many stations sold only ten
gallons per customer. If your tank got below
Red-shouldered Hawk. a half, general panic ensued. Even though
the prices have come down, they will go back
up so we need to think about some shorter trips. If you have any
day trips you love, please share them with us.
My first recommendation for a day trip is a loop east of us
that includes Florida Caverns State Park and Falling Waters State
Park. Florida Caverns is in Marianna, FL just north of I-10, and
Falling Waters is just south of Chipley off I-10. Florida Caverns is
especially wonderful in early April. It is a botanical dream with
relict plants from the last ice age. The roadsides leading out to
the park greet you with masses of Atamasco lilies. Once in the
park there are trails festooned with flowers more likely to be
found in western North Carolina. The hardwood forest attracts

Roy Hyatt Environmental Center Open House 2008

S

by Molly O’Connor, Escambia County Teacher on Special Assignment and Jennifer Butera, Audubon Naturalist

aturday, October 18, 2008, marked the Roy Hyatt
Environmental Center’s (RHEC) annual open house.
What a day it was! The event was a huge success
with approximately 900 visitors and 119 volunteers.
Many organizations were represented including
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society (FMWAS),
Cantonment Rotary, Emerald Coast Volkssport Association,
Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida, Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), The Nature Conservancy,
University of West Florida Environmental Science Program,
Florida Native Plant Society, Escambia County Extension Office,
Washington High School Marine Science Program, Florida Turtle
Conservation Trust, and Diamondback Terrapin Working Group.
n The Emerald Coast Volkssport Association hosted their
first annual “Trek Through the Trees,” which was made up of
5K and 10K walks along the many trails located on the RHEC
property. Visitors were treated to presentations given by DEP
on aquatic insects, Washington High Marine Science Program on

marine life, Wildlife Sanctuary of Northwest Florida on raptors,
FMWAS naturalist on our new Screech Owls, and RHEC staff on
reptiles.
n Children had the opportunity to participate in craft
projects including making pinecone owls, fingerprint animals,
paper bowl turtle maracas, and beaded bracelets, as well as
face painting. A breakfast of bagels was provided courtesy of
Bagelheads on Gregory Street.
n Cantonment Rotary sold pizza for our hungry guests!
RHEC T-shirts and “Trek Through the Trees” T-shirts were sold
as well. RHEC also hosted a silent auction with more than 70
fabulous items. All proceeds obtained from the sale of food,
T-shirts, and the silent auction will benefit enrichment programs
and ongoing needs of the RHEC.
To date this was our most successful open house! We can
look forward to more participation in the future as more and
more people in our area become aware of Escambia County’s
little known jewel.

5

Skimming

by Jere French

			

Life as a Sky Blue Convertible
with the Top Down

I

have recurring dreams of owning a convertible. The other night it
was sky blue (I dream in color), a spiffy two-seater, a real dream
car. I’ve been dreaming, literally, of owning a sporty convertible
since my sixteenth birthday, and that particular reverie was so real
that I was half-dressed and racing down the stairs before I was fully
awake to the fact that it wasn’t.
transmissions. And I certainly don’t think they were
intended for four-lane motorways. My two-seater is a time
machine, and I want to travel the English country lanes
alongside Bertie Wooster in his ’32 Aston Martin. I not only
live in the past, I live in the never-was.
But if I must return to the twenty first century I’d
prefer it to be a few years or so from now, with me at the
wheel of an all-electric two-seater, puttering along old
abandoned roadways choked with weeds and potholes that
oblige me to keep my speed below 35mph. And I’d want to
be the only vehicle on the road, my ears tuned to the songs
of the wind as I drift quietly along, looking up for buteos
and down for roadrunners, and waving to the hikers and
bikers that I pass—or that pass me.
And so I dream on, in the past and the future,
motoring through some countryside in a sky blue twoseater. I feel almost certain that my electric ragtop will be
under my Christmas tree someday, if I can be patient. I just
hope the countryside will be here too.

But should I ever make good on my dream of driving a
real two-seater sports car, there are certain conditions that
I feel obliged to attach thereto. I must live in England,
in one of those cinematic villages like Miss Marple’s or
Mapp and Lucia’s—and it has to be 1935, or thereabouts.
The roads I travel in my shiny roadster must be unpaved
or gravel, preferably tree lined or open country, and the
villagers I pass along the way must be obliged to get
around on their own journeys by bicycle or on foot. And it
must be forever April or May, or possibly early June.
I don’t want to go too fast, about 35 mph will do,
allowing me the chance to take my eyes off the road
occasionally to check overhanging branches for willow tits
and redstarts. I want to be ready for frequent stops for a
mug of ale and shepherd’s pie. And speaking of shepherds,
I wouldn’t mind pausing for a flock of sheep crossing the
lane, allowing me to take in the silence, smell the air, the
sheep. I don’t think convertible roadsters were intended for
high speed—or for radios, air conditioning, or automatic
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NEWS and VIEWS
n The

Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count

(CBC) will be held this year in Pensacola on Saturday,
December 20. In a CBC we will be recording not just
species but every single bird within our 15-mile diameter
circle. Hundreds of CBCs with tens of thousands of
volunteer observers will be taking place all across the
United States during the time frame of December 14
through January 5.
Two thousand eight is the one hundred and ninth CBC
conducted by the Audubon Society, a tradition that was
started in 1900. The data that are gathered during CBCs
are analyzed, and trends are shown depicting whether a
species is declining, gaining or stabilizing.
Persons wishing to participate during the CBC are very
welcome. Expertise level is not a criterion for helping as
each party leader is an expert. The more eyes and ears
we have the better the results.
   There will be a compilation at 6 p.m. at Bill and
Greta Bremser’s home with food and refreshments for all
volunteers. Hope to see you there.

b

Snowy Plovers are threatened
in Florida

S

urveys suggest
that Snowy
Plovers continue

to decline in parts of
their range. Researching
the underlying reasons
for the decline is
ongoing, and one important aspect of this work is
gaining a better understanding of the annual movement
and distribution patterns of Snowy Plovers in Florida. To
this end, biologists have individually marked Snowy
Plovers throughout Florida with unique color band
combinations, and your help is needed by reporting
observations of these individuals.

If you would like to help, please contact
our compiler, Bill Bremser, at 850-934-3395
or email billbremser@bellsouth.net.

If you see a banded Snowy Plover, record the
following information:
n Band combination: please write a detailed

  

description of the bands, the color and relative position

n Wildlife Alert Reward Program. In Florida there

to other bands, and position on each leg (left or

is a reward for promptly reporting wildlife problems,

right, and upper leg [tibia] or lower leg [tarsus]). See

violations, and suspicious activities to the Florida Fish

examples at http://www.floridaconservation.org/FBCI/

& Wildlife Conservation Commission. For violations

docs/FBCI_SNPL_Banding_key.pdf

that are in progress or need immediate attention,

n Location: use a GPS unit, find your latitude and

call 1-888-404-FWCC (3922), or REPORT WILDLIFE
VIOLATIONS ONLINE! http://www.floridaconservation.

longitude on a map (http://www.getlatlon.com/), or

org/law/Alert/MailMap.asp?region=CTY

write a detailed description (please include common
place names that we can use to plot your location on a
map).
n Date, time, flock size and composition: Please

n The US Postal Service has implemented new

report your observations to the following— rpruner@ufl.

regulations regarding mail delivery options when
you have a change of address. Your newsletter will
not be automatically forwarded. To avoid missing an
issue of your Skimmer, please notify our membership
chairperson immediately of any change of address.

edu; bsmith@sccf.org; wendy.bear@myfwc.com; chris.
burney@myfwc.com.
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