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A Couples North America Big Year
On January 1, 2016, shortly before sunrise in Pensacola,
we heard a Carolina Wren singing loudly. And so began
our Big Year, a quest to observe in a calendar year as many
bird species as possible in North America (Alaska, Canada,
and the lower 48). All previously attempted Big Years
involved individual birders, but we decided to tackle this
challenge together, following a self-imposed rule that each
species had to be observed by both of us at the same time
and place in order to be counted. As our year began, the
standing record for an individual was 749 species. We set
our goal at a modest 500 species, realizing that mobilizing
lives of two people for chasing birds together would be far
more complicated than required of a single person.
After spotting around 135 winter visitors and yearround residents near home, we began our first distant
excursion with a visit to the Rio Grande Valley in south
Texas in late January, followed by trips to New Mexico
(Bosque del Apache) in February, and Southeast Arizona in
March. We stayed near home in April and May
concentrating on spring migratory birds in our local
migrant traps, mainly Fort Morgan in coastal Alabama.
Our biggest journey was to Alaska in June where we
added about 100 species, with field trips to St. Paul Island
(in the middle of the Bering Sea), to Nome, Denali,
Seward (pelagic excursion), and Barrow above the Arctic
Circle. Things slowed down for the remainder of the
summer, but we managed to pick up a few more birds on
our annual trek to Maine. Our visit to the northeast
included two pelagic trips, one out of Boothbay Harbor to
Eastern Egg Rock for the Atlantic Puffin, and one out of
Grand Manan Island in New Brunswick, Canada, for
shearwaters and storm petrels, but also with
great looks at whales and other sea mammals.
In September, we flew to California,
traveling by vehicle from San Diego up the
coast to Petaluma in Sonoma County. Along
the way we stayed with a number of friends,

Pamela and Cecil Brown
most of whom are experienced birders, who generously
served as volunteer guides. On Sept. 25 we reached our
goal of 500 with the Yellow-billed Magpie (see photo), a
California endemic. Before heading home, we took a
pelagic trip out of Half Moon Bay. One of our fellow
birders on this outing was John Weigel, who set the
individual Big Year record in 2016 with an amazing 780
species!
Two more trips were in order before the close of the
year, a return to South Texas with a stop in Louisiana for a
Yellow Rail, and a visit to Peninsular and South Florida.
The Florida trip in December was an absolute necessity,
since we had yet to see the Florida Scrub-Jay, our state’s
only endemic avian species. It would have been a huge
embarrassment for birders living in Florida to complete a
Big Year without recording the Jay! Fortunately, we saw
it. Our final species, on December 13, was a Saltmarsh
Sparrow at St. Mark’s National Wildlife Refuge. Home at
last, our total count came to 555 species observed by both
of us, possibly a record for a couple. For the year, we
traveled over 37,000 miles (or at least 67 miles per bird).
Finally, we would like to thank our guides and friends
for help: Barbara and Gene Anderson, Peggy Baker, Jason
Brown, Brenda and Jerry Callaway, Larry Goodman, Mary
Gustafson, Laurens Halsey, Jane and Ken Hill, Howard
Horne, Nancy and Gene Hunn, Greg Jackson, Alvaro
Jaramillo, Tom Johnson, Eva and Mike Jordan, Cindy and
Steve Coster, Melinda and Jim Marlar, Powers McLeod,
Mac Myers, Gary Nahban, Janice Neitzel, Steve Ritt,
Carlos Sanchez, Dave Stejskal, Jim Stevenson, Jan and
Steve Timbrook, Sue and Dana Timmons, and many other
bird enthusiasts encountered along the way.
Special thanks go to our birding mentors, Lucy
and Bob Duncan, who advised us and provided
needed encouragement, especially as the year
waned and new birds for the count became
increasingly difficult to find.

traps along the northern Gulf Coast, Dauphin Island can
be stunning with spring migrants. Leaders Lucy and Bob
Duncan expect to encounter shorebirds and warblers as
well as other migrants on the island from shorelines to
coastal woodland. Bring sunscreen, insect repellant,
snacks and drinks for this excursion. Meet for carpooling
by 7:00 a.m. in the Publix parking lot on the corner of
Nine Mile and Pine Forest Roads, or at about 8:00
behind the Shell Station at Spanish Fort, AL, Alabama
Coastal Birding Trail Site 25. (http://
www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com/trails/
eastern_shore_loop.asp). No cars can be left at the Shell
Station! The first stop on the island will be at Cadillac
Park. Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. Some participants
may want to return via the ferry across Mobile Bay (fee)
and bird Ft. Morgan, our 3rd famous migrant trap. On
Dauphin Island, we will picnic at Cadillac Park under
ancient oaks hopefully dripping with birds.
□ Friday-Sunday, April 28-30. Solon Dixon
Forestry Center. We will visit the Solon Dixon
Forestry Education Center near Andalusia, AL ~90
miles from Pensacola. We will look for breeding birds,
look for tardy northbound migrants, hoot up some owls,
and learn about this unique place considered one of the
finest forestry education centers anywhere. While
birding, we’ll become familiar with varied habitats
including a seepage bog and longleaf pine. Speakers will
include Director Joel Martin, herpetologists Jimmy and
Sierra Stiles, and ecologist adventurer Mark Hainds. The
weekend cost ($180) includes registration ($50
nonrefundable), meals and lodging, as well as classroom
sessions. Event minimum of 15 people attending. (Costs
cannot be split to one day, a half day, one night, etc. It’s
all or nothing.) If interested, contact Lucy Duncan at
(850) 932-4792 or Peggy Baker (850) 291-5426 to
receive trip details. Sign up and pay all costs by April
18th. This trip will fill quickly.
□ Saturday, May 13. Blackwater River State
Forest. Details on website and in next Skimmer.

Field Trips
Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but
contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water,
and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please
refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in
nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it.
Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Duncan
at 932-4792 or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net.
□ Saturday, February 11. Birding Blakeley State
Park, AL. NOTE MEETING TIME! The Duncans will
lead us into the Mobile River Delta and this treecanopied historic park where we expect to find
wintering flocks of birds along woodland and river-side
trails. Leaving the upper delta we will lunch along the
causeway and visit the marshes at Meaher State Park
where we expect to see winter waterfowl. Meet at 7:00
a.m. in the Publix parking lot on the corner of Nine
Mile Road and Pine Forest Road. There are small
entrance fees to both parks.
□ Saturday, March 11. Ft. Walton area birding
will explore ponding areas and trails, searching for
shorebirds, winter residents and early neotropical
migrants. The Duncans will lead this trip which is often
quite productive. Are you befuddled by puddle ducks,
skunked by skulking sparrows, and completely
flummoxed by similar shorebirds? If so, you’re not
alone. Leaders Bob and Lucy will help you sort them
out. We will meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Office Depot
parking lot across the highway from Gulf Breeze
Hospital, and return by mid-afternoon. Plan to have
lunch at a restaurant. Expect easy, moderate walking.
□ Saturday, April 8. Ft. Pickens birding. Birding at
Ft. Pickens can yield a wonderful array of both resident
and migrant species under the right conditions! You can
anticipate easy walking and good opportunities to view a
variety of species this time of year with leader Dana
Timmons. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the last parking lot
before you enter Ft. Pickens. This is on the north side of
the road, just past the pink condos. If you have a visitors’
pass, be sure to bring it. We will finish by noon. You
may wish to bring a picnic lunch along with water or
snacks for the morning.
□ Monday, April 24. Dauphin Island birding.
NOTE MEETING TIME. One of the famous migrant

Earth Day- April 22, 2017 at
Bayview Park
FMWAS will have a display table with
information about our chapter and our
work in the community at the Earth Day event. Please
contact Scott Rathkamp at scott.rathkamp@att.net if
you are interested in volunteering to help with the
event. Learn more at www.earthdaypensacola.org .
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Great Backyard Bird Count

Chapter Meetings

We invite you to participate! For at
least 15 minutes on one or more days
of the count, February 17-20, 2017,
simply tally the numbers and species
of birds you see. You can count from any location,
anywhere in the world, for as long as you wish!
If you’re new to the count, or have not participated
since before the 2013 merger with eBird, you must
create an account at ebird.org to enter your checklists. If
you already have an account, just use the same login
name and password. If you have already participated in
another Cornell Lab citizen-science project, you can use
your existing login information, too. The checklist you
submit will be forwarded to GBBC for the final tally.
For information visit http://gbbc.birdcount.org/ .

Our monthly chapter program meetings are held at
7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science Center
(Bldg. 21), Pensacola State College, 21 Airport Blvd,
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise noted. The
meeting room is located across the breezeway from
the planetarium. Refreshments are provided. Guests
are welcome!
□ February 23, 2017: Fred Bassett will present a
talk entitled "Winter Hummingbirds, More Than
You Think." Fred is a certified master bird bander
with over 20 years of experience working with birds.
Altogether, he has banded over 35,000
hummingbirds. Fred is well known by some of our
membership due to his documentation of western
hummingbirds wintering in south Alabama and
Florida. During the summer, he does research on
hummingbirds in western states. He has also
performed research in Alaska and Canada.

Birdwalk
This quarter we will have one birdwalk—to count
birds for the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC).
New to birding, want to learn what it is all about?
Experienced birders will be there to share their
knowledge of the birds we see.

□ March 23, 2017: To be announced via our
FMWAS website and Facebook page. (To receive
announcements by email, sign up on our website.)

Sunday, February 19—9:00-11:00 a.m. Come to
Ann/Dan Forster’s home, 447 Creary St., Pensacola,
32507 to see yard and shorebirds. Bring binoculars and
warm clothing. Contact Jan Lloyd for more information,
Lloydjanet06@gmail.com or 453-1660.

□ April 27, 2017: Pamela and Cecil Brown will
present a talk entitled “A Couples North America Big
Year.” They will recount their quest to observe
together as many bird species of North America as
possible in a calendar year (2016).
www.FMWAudubon.org
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola

Board Meetings—February 2, March 2, and April
6 at 7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33
East Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are open to
members. Date and location may change. Please
contact a Board member for details and to confirm
date, time and location if you wish to attend. The
Officer/Committee contact information is on page 8.
Information about activities with the Longleaf
Chapter, Native Plant Society may be found at
http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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Our Backyard Raptors Mini-Class
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society is offering a minicourse, “Our Backyard Raptors” this spring for a
participant contribution of $25.00.
The training includes a classroom session from 6-7:30
p.m. on Monday, May 1, 2017 at Pensacola Public
Library, downtown at 239 N. Spring Street. There will
be a field trip on Saturday, May 6th from 9 a.m.- noon.
Jim Brady, former Chair of the Biology Department
of Pensacola State College, will instruct the mini-course.
He will illustrate common raptors, such as hawks and
owls, using study skins.
To register or for more information contact Mary
Jones, Chapter Education Chair, at 850-453-9191 or
brumarclyde@cox.net. To confirm your registration,
send a participant contribution of $25 to the F.M.
Weston Audubon Society, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL
32522 before the mini-course starts. Make a note on the
check “Raptors Class.” The class will be limited in size.

Bob Duncan
The long drought of fall was not
broken until 5 December. Its
impact on migration is difficult to
determine but there were many
reports of “good” birds in spite of
it. Sparrow numbers continued to
be low (exception being the Ft.
Walton Beach Spray Fields) as of this writing (15 Jan).
There were numerous complaints from feeder watchers
concerning lack of birds at feeders. This was probably
due to one of the most abundant crops of acorns and
hickory nuts in recent years. Why visit a feeder when a
bird can eat crushed acorns by the jillions on lightly
trafficked streets!
December birding can be exciting, with Christmas
Bird Counts and field trips and debilitating heat months
away. My favorite weather for winter birding is
temperatures in the 50s, calm winds and high overcast
skies. Birds are very active in this weather and high
overcast allows enough light to ID birds against the sky.
Such was not the case for the FMWAS field trip to St.
Marks 10 Dec where we had to scrape ice off our
windshields in the morning coupled with high winds. But
the birding was fabulous. The Pensacola CBC 17 Dec
had warm temperatures but high winds; the
Choctawhatchee CBC was very cold with high winds;
and the Gulf Shores CBC had a tornado and severe
thunderstorms. Ah, the vagaries of weather!
Nonetheless, great birds were found. Read on.
Michael & Cathy Brower found a rare but regular
Ash-throated Flycatcher* at Ft. Pickens on 21 Oct.
The bird of the season (as of this writing) was a Whitetailed Kite* which flew over the Duncans’ heads in
Gulf Breeze on 22 Oct, a 6th area record, and yard bird
#291. The elusive Henslow’s Sparrow* found by
Dana & Sue Timmons at Project Greenshores 22 Oct
was in an unusual site. The Duncans counted 103 Black
Scoters* at Ft. Pickens 8 Nov, a very high count. Les
Kelly, Bruce Furlow and Larry Goodman observed a
very late Wood Thrush at the Eastman/
Taminco Sanctuary on 21 Nov. A rare
Western Tanager* was spotted by Lucy
Duncan at her home in Gulf Breeze on 26 Nov
and Bob Duncan observed another there on
3-4 Jan.
December’s rarities began with a very late
Rose-breasted Grosbeak* 2 Dec in

Cantonment (Jerry & Brenda Callaway) and another in
Gulf Breeze 10 Dec (Dana Timmons). Another
Neotropical migrant that should have been long gone
was a Yellow Warbler* photographed by Michael
Brower in Gulf Breeze 8 & 21 Dec. A handsome Fox
Sparrow* found by the Duncans & Cecil Brown on the
Choctawhatchee CBC 19 Dec., another in Blackwater
River SF 11 Dec (Daniel Stangeland) and one in Molino
7 Jan. (John Yuhasz) were good finds. Rare visitor from
the west, a Vermilion Flycatcher was at International
Paper Wetlands 11 Dec (Brenda & Jerry Callaway) as
well as 34 rare Rusty Blackbirds.* Robert Ludlow’s
Blue Grosbeak* in Gulf Breeze 9 Dec should have
been in the tropics. Five Red-breasted Nuthatches*
at Garçon Point 17 Dec (Bob & Lucy Duncan, Liz
Langston, Larry Goodman) were a good find.
An Ash-throated Flycatcher* was at the Ft.
Walton Beach Spray Fields 19 Dec (Bob & Lucy Duncan,
Cecil Brown). Mitchell Petosky found a rare Ross’s
Goose in n. Escambia Co. 19 Dec. Joyce Cobb’s
Summer Tanager* in Pensacola 19 Dec and Cindy
Coster’s 8 Jan was another Neotropical species that
should have flown south. Another was in w. Pensacola
3-14 Jan (Jan Lloyd). Kay Keigley’s Buff-bellied
Hummingbird* was observed by Dana Timmons at
her home in Pensacola on 1 Jan. Eleven female Boattailed Grackles* near Floridatown 24 Dec (Daniel
Stangeland) were found at the ONLY location in NW
Florida where they are resident. The Duncans had 37
males there 14 Jan. They segregate themselves in winter.
Reports from locations other than there and the marshes
of Escambia Bay should be considered with caution. A
White-fronted Goose* and 2 Snow Geese were
good finds at Tiger Point 24 Dec (Joe Stuckey). Another
White-front was at IP Wetlands 30 Dec as well as 90
Rusty Blackbirds (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). A
Common Tern*, rare in winter, was photographed by
Perry Doggrell at Ft. Pickens 29 Dec. Finally, a sure sign
that winter is underway, Purple Finches arrived
at the Callaways’ feeders on 6 Jan.
The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
birds. If you have something to report, please call
Bob or Lucy Duncan at 932-4792. * Species with
asterisks require documentation so that they may
become part of the ornithological record.

Kirsten Munson
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Tripping at Home

Ann Forster

I have written about trips far and wide. Birding travel is
wonderful. Seeing new and different birds is not only
exciting but a real challenge. We have always loved
studying for trips so that we aren’t totally overwhelmed
with identification problems. There are now adequate to
excellent field guides to most places in the world. That
situation has changed dramatically over the years. Not
only that, but the tools of the trade are light years ahead
of our starter kit of Swift 7 X 35
binoculars and a mediocre telescope.
We still look back on our birding
history and realize that the most
important time we spent in the pursuit
of birds to study and identify were
those local Audubon field trips. Even
though I had an ornithology course in
college, it was not exactly bird-watching but it did
establish the fundamentals. We were lucky enough to
live in Atlanta where there was an active Audubon
chapter. Dan worked at Lockheed Aircraft and one of the
supervisors in his area was president of Atlanta Audubon.
He invited us to go on a winter field trip to Eufaula
National Wildlife Refuge. We had my college Roger
Tory Peterson field guide and the aforementioned
binoculars. There were about twenty people on the trip
and most were knowledgeable and helpful. We were

identifying ducks right and left and our friend
encouraged us to start a life list. We even had a Golden
Eagle that day and a Short-eared Owl. We asked him
where else we could go for the weekend and he told us
to go to St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. The day at
Eufaula was the spark but the time at St. Marks set the
hook for a lifetime of birding. We came home to
Pensacola for family visits and holidays. We always
planned our trips on the weekends of
Weston Audubon field trips and also
participated in the Christmas Bird
Counts here and in Atlanta. As a
retired scientist, I feel a satisfaction in
those activities that add information
to the data base.
Steven D’Amato
Travel in pursuit of new birds is
fun but not for everyone. The truth is that those birders
who have stayed at home and worked on local birding
issues have contributed the most. The Duncans have
maintained and published the information about our
area’s birdlife. They have also led our field trips and have
recruited dozens of new birders over the years. Peggy
Baker, Larry Goodman, and Les Kelly stepped up to
generate a bird census for the Blackwater State Forest.
All the other active Auduboners have made our outings
fun and interesting. Hope to see you in the field soon.

Audubon Birding Classes
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society is offering birding classes this spring. Experienced
birders from the chapter will instruct the classroom sessions on Thursdays from 6-7:30 p.m.
at the Pensacola Public Library, downtown at 239 N. Spring St. There will be a field trip on
Saturday following each class for approximately 4 hours.
The first class, on Thursday, March 30, 2017 will be about birding basics. The remaining classes, on April 6,
20, 26* and May 11, will cover different groups of birds.
*Note that April 26th is a Wednesday; no meeting rooms at the Downtown Library are available on Thursday.
To register for the classes or more information and questions, call or email Mary Jones, Chapter Education
Chair, at 850-453-9191 or brumarclyde@cox.net . To confirm your registration send a participant
contribution of $100.00 for Audubon members and $120.00 for non-members of which $20.00 can be applied to
an introductory membership in the Audubon Society. Send checks payable to the F. M. Weston Audubon
Society, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 before the classes start. Make a note on the checks "For Spring
Birding Classes." Classes will be limited in size.
These classes with field trips are a wonderful opportunity for individuals in the community to learn about
birds from expert birders in the Pensacola area.
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2016 Christmas Bird Count Results
This year’s Pensacola Christmas Bird
Count (CBC) was held on Saturday
Dec. 17 under mild weather conditions
with a southerly breeze and partly
cloudy skies. Our twelve teams
recorded 131 species, a little lower than
last year’s 135. The total number of birds seen was
12,527. This indicates a gradual decline from previous
years, i.e. 2012 had 20,089; 2013 had 17,902; 2014 had
16,015 and 2015 had 15,865. Another disappointing note
is the decline of the Redheads and Scaup ducks. Due to the
duck hunting season in the intercoastal waterway occurring
at the time of the CBC, the Redhead/Scaup population
reduced from 640 in 2012, 450 in 2014, and 124 in 2015,
to only 83 this year. Fortunately, the Brown Pelican
population continues to be stable between 500 and 650
especially after the oil spill several years ago.
There were a few rarities, but the best was a first time
ever for this CBC, a Lesser Nighthawk at Garçon Point
seen by Alan Knothe, Barbara Almario, Dottie Robbins
and Nonnie Maines! Other unusual birds were Winter
Wren, Black-and-white Warbler, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Brown Creeper, Piping Plover, Common Tern, Shortbilled Dowitcher, and Black Scoter.
CBC Teams: (Note, in parenthesis after each team
leader’s name is the number of species that team had.)
1—Jerry Callaway (63), Brenda Callaway, John Yuhasz.
2—Dana Timmons (56), Susie Timmons, Jere French,
Lilian Mauney, Larry Cox, Susan Danahy. 3—Bill Bremser
(75), Greta Bremser, Daniel Stangeland. 4—Alan Knothe
(62), Barbara Almario, Dottie Robbins, Nonnie Maines.
5—Bob Duncan (61), Lucy Duncan, Liz Langston, Larry
Goodman. 6—Thomas Barbig (65), Howard Barbig, Daniel
Barbig. 7—Merilu Rose (52), Billye Christopher, Roberta
Bonwit, Jan Osborn, Mary Jones, Carolyn Henning.
8—Peggy Baker (56), Jane Crittenden, Pam Beasley, Carole
Tebay. 9—James Pfeiffer (56), Steve Coster, Cindy
Coster. 10—Powers McLeod (52), Cecil Brown.
11—Jan Lloyd (65), Ann Forster, Dorothy Kaufmann,
Cheryl Greene. 12—Robert Ludlow (37), Cindy Fox,
Michael Brower, Cathy Brower.
The compilation was held at La Brisa Restaurant in Gulf
Breeze.
Bill Bremser, Compiler

Our Members in the News
Congratulations to Jim Brady for being recognized by
Audubon Florida and Florida Audubon Society as a
member of the board of directors for the past 6 years.
Also during his term he served as Chair of the Regional
Conservation Committee, member of the Chapters
Committee, Executive Committee and continues
serving as the Chair of the Science Committee for
Audubon Florida. Jim was recognized and presented
with a framed Least Tern print at Audubon Assembly
in St. Petersburg, Florida.
Powers McLeod has been working with the Creative
Learning Academy on Hyde Park Road to help the
school implement a bird friendly campus. Installing bird
feeders and educating students on birds in our area are
part of his assignment. The campus is near Escambia Bay
and should provide a great location for many different
bird species.
BIRDATHON 2017 IS COMING!
Before we know it, April will be here,
the month for the Birdathon. Each April
groups of members go birding with a
purpose – enjoy a day birding, identify
as many species as possible in a single 24-hour period
(or portion thereof), raise money for the F.M. Weston
programs and, most of all, have fun.
Yes, there are awards for most species observed,
most money raised by a team, and most rare or unusual
species seen. However, the best award is participating
with fellow birders in teams. It is the joy of seeing birds
and the comradery that is built within the team.
A team can be two or more. There are rules so that
competition is fair. Whether a team observes 20 species
or 200, it is the joy in seeing birds that counts. What
would be fantastic is having 100 individuals involved in
teams. And, it would be fantastic if everyone involved
raised sufficient funds to allow the Society to achieve
goals in teaching and protecting wildlife. The Birdathon
success depends on you.
More information, rules, team forms and pledge
forms are on the FMWAS website, FMWAudubon.org
(Select Support then the Fund-raising tab.) Need
additional information, contact Birdathon Chairperson,
Les Kelly, les4plan@gmail.com or 994-6597.
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Skimming — Flying Fish and Swimming Birds
Something sprang up suddenly from the surface of the
inlet and flew over the top of our Galapagos cruise
ship, plunging again into the water a hundred feet or
so beyond us. My fellow topside adventurer turned to
me, wide-eyed, binoculars dangling. “What kind of
bird was that?”

Jere French

We should comprehend by now how this works,
after a million years or so, as the seas became crowded
with life, and as some fish began climbing onto land,
looking to see if a better living might be achieved
there—or perhaps, after a time, even in the skies. And
then once again, after another million years or so, they
might try returning to the sea, as whales, porpoises,
manatees and such. Or birds? I think penguins are
considered as birds, at least for now.

“That bird,” I answered, “was a fish.”
Nature is strange, isn’t it? Funnier than
life, if such can be expressed with any
sense of logic. At the Monterey Bay
Aquarium you can watch cormorants
diving into a huge glass tank, pursuing fish
to the depths of the tank with amazing
nimbleness—more fish than bird. To
paraphrase Gershwin, ‘Birds gotta swim,
fish gotta fly’ seems a recondite aspect of
Nature’s grand, if confusing, design. Or we could label
it as ‘Evolution’s perverse insistence’ or some such. In
an Andean rapids I watched Torrent Ducks doing this
same thing, seemingly more fish than bird. Yet in
another twist on this ancient dance, while in the
mountains of Southern California I observed a dipper
walking, or rather striding sturdily across the bottom of a
swift flowing freshet, struggling a bit against the current
while nibbling at minutia on the submerged rocks. Does
this bird know it’s a bird?

This ceaseless search for food, along with
the determination to avoid becoming such, is
doubtless the great driver of evolution, the
eternal dance master of predator and prey.
And thus fish will fly and birds will swim, if
survival can be achieved by so doing. My
Vegan friend’s bumper sticker reads ‘Be Kind
To Animals: Don’t Eat Them.’ She’s very
principled, but Dame Nature has her own principles—
curious, arcane perhaps, but nonetheless flexible. Life,
or more specifically evolution, finds a way:
‘Big fleas have little fleas upon their backs to bite
‘em, and little fleas have lesser fleas, and so on, ad
infinitum’ goes the jingle. And then there’s Bob the
dinosaur, trying to learn the computer, “before all my
friends evolve into birds.” Survival is simply a fish that
can fly.

Jr. Audubon Society—A new Audubon Society Club

Holley Navarre Middle School (HNMS) has just launched its Jr. Audubon Society Club.
This club is designed to get families together participating in environmental activities.
Our goal is to foster environmental awareness and science literacy through monitoring
and observing habitats the students have only learned about in textbooks. Students will
be involved in the “Citizen Science” program as they will document and post data
collected throughout the year from the various field trips in which they participate. In
addition, students will meet and interact with professionals from various environmental organizations as the
students will be participating and providing activities and information at community events.
To date, we have over 75 registered students in the Jr. Audubon Society. These students are interested,
motivated, and energetic! Check out their website—http://hnmsbulldogs.wixsite.com/jraudubonsociety and
also fmwaudubon.org (select ‘JrAudubon’ under the ‘Education’ tab) to learn more about their activities.

If you are interested in donating to or becoming a sponsor for the Junior Audubon Society of HNMS, please
contact: Jennifer Butera at buteraj@santarosa.k12.fl.us .
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Jim Brady…………….456-5083
Mary Jones................. 453-9191
Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929
Steve Coster ............... 490-1714
Jan Lloyd .................... 453-1660
Lucy Duncan .............. 932-4792
Larry Goodman .......... 433-5135
Brenda Callaway ........ 968-4516
Steve Coster .............. 490-1714
Barbara Albrecht ........ 384-6696
Jim Brady ................... 456-5083
Mary Jones................. 453-9191
Scott Rathkamp ......... 776-9736
Dana Timmons .......... 256-505-1143
Jere French ................ 932-8796
Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929

Student Membership—One year—$7
(Include a copy of your student ID with a check
payable to FMW Audubon Society.)
Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522.

Name ___________________________________
Address _________________________________
City ____________________State ___ Zip ______
Phone ________________
E-Mail Address __________________________
Communicating with our members online saves the Earth’s
resources and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter.
To receive print copies instead, please check here __.
The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ .

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
Web Master Debra Jones

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society
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