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   IDAôS BIRDS                                                                    Bob Duncan 

It's an ill wind that 

doesn't blow some 

good. Louisiana's 

misfortune was our 

birding bonanza. When 

Hurricane Ida made 

landfall at Grande Isle 

on 29 August we were 

experiencing rain 

bands and SE and S winds 30 ï 35 mph. With Ida 

weakening into a depression over central 

Mississippi on 30 August, hard core birders ven-

tured out to the beach or bay looking for pelagic 

birds. Those who braved the storm's feeder bands 

with torrential rain and strong winds were amply 

rewarded. No fewer than 12 BROWN NODDIES 

were reported from 7 observers. There were only 

7 records of this really hard to find species prior 

to 2018. Thirteen BRIDLED TERNS and 

14 SOOTY TERNS were spotted plus 

35 MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRDS reported 

by numerous birders along with 3 GREAT 

SHEARWATERS. But the real prize was a 

SABINE'S GULL identified by Daniel 

Stangeland and Jerry & Brenda Callaway at Ft. 

Pickens entrance, a first record for the western 

Panhandle! 

     But the pelagic extravaganza wasn't over. 

August 31 dawned with powerful feeder bands 

out of the south raking the area all morning. 

Some intrepid birders returned to the beach for 

another pummeling from the 

storm winds and hoping for 

more excitement. They were 

not disappointed and were 

rewarded with 9 BROWN 

NODDIES and 10 SOOTY 

TERNS reported for the area.  

     As is usually the case with strong storms in 

the Gulf, exhausted or dead birds are found at the 

beach and brought to Wildlife Sanctuary of 

Northwest Florida where they are rehabilitated by 

experienced caregivers. Two shearwaters ï one 

SOOTY and one GREAT - were brought in and a 

storm-petrel. Dorothy Kaufmann, Director of the 

facility, was puzzled by its identity.  

     Storm-petrels in the Gulf all have white 

rumps. This one didn't. She called Lucy Duncan 

who later examined the petrel, measured its 

dimensions and tentatively identified it as a 

BULWER'S PETREL! After consulting with 

experts, they concluded that it was in fact a 

Bulwer's. (Read more about this surprising 

discovery on page 4.) The petrel was released 

September 4 at the mouth of Davenport Bayou 

which is near the mouth of Pensacola Bay. The 

bird vigorously flew upward in large circles 

while gaining altitude. It then flew toward the 

Gulf, dipped down and hit the water briefly, then 

launched itself southward toward Gulf waters.  
  

    But Ida's avian gifts were not over. Hurricane 

Ida had stopped cold the early migrants moving 

south through the eastern US. After it cleared, the 

dam burst and southbound migrants flooded the 

skies. At the tip of the Gulf Breeze peninsula on 

the morning of 1 September, Lucy, Jeff Madsen 

and I watched an estimated 2000 ï 3000 birds 

pass overhead flying west out over Pensacola 

Bay. Most went unidentified, 

but we counted 538 Eastern 

Kingbirds, plus numerous 

Orchard Orioles, Yellow 

Warblers, Purple Martins 

and Red-eyed Vireos. It was 

a storm to remember! ÉDawn Curry, Audubon.org 

 

É John Caffrey 
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Bird Walks 
Want to learn about our area birds? These short 

bird walks are designed to introduce ñfuture 

birdersò to the world of ñBird Watching.ò  

Families with children are welcome. If you have 

binoculars, bring them. If not, we will have a few 

óloanersô available. A hat, long pants and bottled 

water are recommended for our outdoor walks.   

     To register for the bird walk, email Marcy 

McGahan, marcymcgahan@gmail.com, with your 

name and cell phone number. 
 

Ǐ Sat, Nov 20, 2021- Fort Pickens with Perry 

Doggrell.  Meet at 9:00 a.m. in the last parking lot 

before you enter Ft. Pickens (the Pensacola Beach 

Park West parking lot on the north side of the 

road, just past the pink condos at 1390 Ft. Pickens 

Road). Perry Doggrell will lead the bird walk. We 

will follow Perry into Ft. Pickens to a parking lot 

and begin the walk. Please bring binoculars. 

There is an entrance fee. Bring your pass if you 

have one. The bird walk will last 2 hours. 
 

Ǐ Sat, Jan 22, 2022 - Soundside Foundation 

Preserve with Michael and Cathy Brower.  
 

Bird walk to Soundside Foundation Preserve with 

Michael and Cathy Brower. Please arrive at 

8:00 a.m., at 4401 Soundside Drive, Gulf Breeze, 

FL. Please park along the roadside around where 

Browerôs 2007 Highlander Hybrid is parked. Park 

off the road. We hope to see waterfowl, 

shorebirds, wading birds, and woodland birds.  

Field Trips 

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, 

but contributions are appreciated. All experience 

levels are welcome. Field trips require reservations. 

To secure your space, email Lucy Duncan at 

town_point@bellsouth.net. Provide your full name 

and phone number.  
 

     Bring binoculars/spotting scope, sunscreen, 

insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, and 

snacks or lunch. Please do not wear scented cologne, 

perfumes or aftershave.  
 

     Questions? Call Lucy Duncan, 850-932-4792. 
 
 

Ǐ Sat, Nov 13, 2021. Ft. Walton birding. The 

impoundments at Ft. Walton may hold shorebirds 

and ducks, and the field edges should have 

songbirds. The Duncans will share tips and insights 

as we get a good taste of winter birding. Meet in 

Gulf Breeze at Live Oak Village, 1143 Gulf Breeze 

Pkwy (across US 98 from the Gulf Breeze Hospital) 

at 7:30 a.m., finishing before lunchtime. Expect easy 

walking.  For reservations, see above.  
 

Ǐ Sat, Dec 11, 2021. Blakeley State Park ($4 each; 

veterans free). The Duncans will lead us to this 

beautiful moss-draped park on the Tensaw River at 

34745 AL-225, Spanish Fort, AL. We will bird the 

trails and riverside walk which offer history and 

nature, and always beauty. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the 

Walmart parking lot at 9301 Pine Forest Rd, south 

of the corner of Nine Mile and Pine Forest Roads. 

Or, meet at the Park entrance at around 8:45 a.m.  

We plan to picnic at Blakeley or at Five Rivers on 

the Mobile Causeway, and visit the marshes at 

Meaher State Park ($2 each) where we expect to see 

winter waterfowl. We will return to Pensacola in 

early afternoon. Expect easy, moderate walking. For 

reservations, see above. 
 

Ǐ Sat, Jan 8, 2022. Gulf State Park. Meet at the 

Greerôs Cash Saver Grocery at 4051 Barrancas, just 

east of Navy Blvd. at 7:30 a.m. Led by the Duncans, 

we will explore the park, and hope to see an active 

Bald Eagle nest. Lunch at the Woodside 

Restaurant in the park where there is a screen porch, 

outdoor or indoor dining. Following lunch we may 

go on the fishing pier (fee area) looking for Northern 

Gannets and other birds. It will be easy walking, 

returning in the afternoon. For reservations, see 

above.  

Christmas Bird CountðThe 122nd 
 

The Christmas Bird Count for Escambia and 

Santa Rosa counties will be Dec. 18, 2021. 
  
     Teams will follow Covid 19 guidelines on 

masks and social distancing. Team leaders will 

determine the vehicle arrangements for their 

teams and the possible acceptance of new team 

members. Since there will not be a compilation 

dinner, the count checklists will be emailed 

to dpstang71@yahoo.com or collected personally 

by Daniel Stangeland. 
 

     The results of the CBC tally will be 

highlighted in the Spring issue of the Skimmer. 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƪƛƳƳŜǊΣ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎΦ  Dƻ ǘƻ 

 

ŦƳǿŀǳŘǳōƻƴΦƻǊƎκǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎκŜ-ƭŜǧŜǊκ 

mailto:marcymcgahan@gmail.com
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
https://www.blakeleypark.com/AboutUs
http://www.alapark.com/meaher-state-park
https://www.alapark.com/parks/gulf-state-park
https://www.woodsideatgsp.com/
https://www.woodsideatgsp.com/
https://www.alapark.com/parks/gulf-state-park/fishing-and-education-pier
mailto:dpstang71@yahoo.com
http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
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Despite the continuation of social distancing 

protocols limiting our personal interactions, we are 

fortunate to be able to get into the field and 

explore the wonders of avian fall migration.  

Hummingbirds have abounded in my backyard, 

along with my permanent resident passerines, 

consuming copious quantities of seed and nectar.  

Unhappily, my only other migrants so far were a 

male Hooded Warbler and, more recently, a Gray 

Catbird.  

     Your Board of Directors and committee chairs 

have adapted our programs to accommodate as 

many of our regular programs as possible:  

¶ our board and member meetings continue to 

use virtual connections via Zoom. (We are 

hopeful, however, that our December member 

meeting, notorious for holiday cookies to 

accompany wonderful photographs taken by our 

members, may safely be held at our PSC venue.); 

¶ our field trips and outreach programs 

continue, although with limited numbers of 

participants;  

¶ our newcomerôs birding class is meeting in a 

larger venue to provide social distancing;  

¶ our publications and media committees 

operate as usual via electric connections. 

     Your Board has adopted a statement (see p. 7) 

regarding our commitment to equity, inclusion, 

and diversity, proudly reflecting on past decades 

of educational operations that reached out to all 

demographic elements of our community.  

     In addition to serving the membership as your 

president, I will be busy for the next few weeks 

conducting business as a regional Board member 

of Audubon Florida, traveling to Audubon 

Assembly events in Lake City, Orlando (Center 

for Birds of Prey), and Naples (Corkscrew Swamp 

Sanctuary) on successive weekends in late October 

and early November.  For the rest of migration 

season, I wish you all ñGood Birding.ò 

 

Board MeetingsñNov. 4, Dec. 2 and Jan  6 on 

ZOOM at 6:00 p.m. Meetings are open to members. 

Date may change. Please contact a Board Member for 

details and to confirm date, time and instructions for 
joining if you wish to attend. See page 8. Copies of 

the minutes are on file with the Recording Secretary.  

 

Longleaf Pine Chapter 

Florida Native Plant Society  
 

Interested in native plants, visit  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 

  Presidentõs Message                                             
Jim Brady 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  
 

FMW Audubon Society follows Center for 

Disease Control (CDC) guidelines. For up-to-

date information, check https://www.cdc.gov/  

Chapter Meetings 
 

No meeting in November. We plan to resume our 

monthly meetings at Pensacola State College 

beginning in December but plans could change to 

continuing with Zoom meetings. Meetings are 

held at 7:00 p.m., room 2142, the Baroco Science 

Center (Bldg. 21), Pensacola State College, 

21 Airport Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32504 unless 

otherwise noted. The meeting room is located 

across the breezeway from the planetarium. 

Guests are welcome! 
 

Ǐ Thursday, December 9, 2021. This will be our 

Annual Christmas Slide Show consisting of 

bird photographs taken relatively recently by 

members of our Society and of FMWAS activities 

during the past year. Members participating are 

requested to provide up to 12 slides (4 X 6, JPEG) 

to be organized into a power point presentation by 

Larry Goodman, lrgoodman@bellsouth.net. 

Participating members will be asked to present 

their slides and provide supporting information. 

Photos and copies of those submitted for the 

program will be deleted after the meeting. 

Members are asked to bring snacks and/or desserts 

to be shared. 
 

Ǐ Thursday, January 27, 2022. TBA 
 

Check the website and facebook for details and 

updates. www.FMWAudubon.org  

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 
 

A few days before each meeting, an email will 
be sent to those who have signed up for them. 
Sign up at fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/ 

Call to all member photographersðYou are 
invited to share your photos, see Dec. 9 
meeting below.  

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:lrgoodman@bellsouth.net
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://fmwaudubon.org/publications/e-letter/
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Documenting a State First 
Hurricane Ida brought uncommon pelagic species 

near shore where wind-battered birders could see 

them. But the most exciting pelagic of all was a 

ñdownedò bird picked up from the sand near the 

fishing pier on Pensacola Beach. This bird spent 

part of the day in a cardboard box on the floor of a 

bar before being brought to the Wildlife Sanctuary 

of Northwest Florida (WSNF). What was it? Who 

knew? It ended up being the first documentation of 

a rare species for the entire state! 

     So how does a bird end up on a State List? 

Documentation. Locally, rare bird reports go to 

Bob and Lucy Duncan who are the Regional 

Contributors for the western Panhandle. In Florida 

these reports then go to the Florida Ornithological 

Society Records Committee (FOSRC). However, 

without solid proof such as a photo, recording, 

specimen or DNA from a recovered feather, the 

bird may be listed as óhypothetical.ô This is not 

about the veracity of the observer or the report, but 

about concrete, scientific evidence for something as 

important as bird distribution and an addition to the 

State List. 

     When the WSNF received this bird that didnôt 

fit species known to 

occur in Gulf waters, 

Bob and I were called 

to help identify this 

all dark "storm-

petrel." Those who 

are familiar with 

storm-petrels found in 

the Gulf know they all have white rumps (Wilsonôs, 

Leachôs and Band-rumped). Before going to the 

Sanctuary, I studied up on those, gathered reference 

materials, my camera, a metric ruler and calipers 

for measurements. By the time we left the house, I 

thought I knew what the bird would be. I was 

ready.  

     Boy, was I wrong. I had carefully charted 

measurements for known species expecting an 

aberrant plumage. Once measured, the bird that 

Dorothy Kaufmann, Sanctuary Director, presented 

us, we all knew it was something else. So out came 

the camera, a dozen photos ï top, bottom, side, 

face, bill, feet, rump, undertail, spread wings and 

tail. Bob and I headed home armed with measure-

ments and photos, and the bird settled back into its 

cozy box waiting for another feeding. 

     At home, we immediately consulted Cornellôs 

Birds of the World, https://birdsoftheworld.org/, 

an online subscription-based encyclopedia of data 

on 10,721 species, as well as several guides on 

seabirds of the world. No dark-rumped species 

were known to occur in the Gulf and only a couple 

of observations in waters near Florida had been 

made but sans documentation. They were 

considered hypothetical. Narrowing down 

possibilities, we consulted Dr. Andy Kratter of the 

Florida Museum of Natural History, and sent him 

the measurements and photos. He suggested two 

species, Swinhoeôs and Bulwerôs Petrels, remote 

possibilities. He requested more photographs.  

     On the Excel chart I created was a column for 

the unknown birdôs details. Comparing data, it 

became clear that it was a Bulwerôs Petrel, a first 

confirmed record for the Gulf of Mexico and for 

Florida! Bulwerôs Petrels breed in the Pacific from 

Hawaii to the Indian Ocean with smaller colonies 

in the Atlantic Azores. Having identified this 

surprising bird, I filled out a Rare Bird Report 

form from the FOSRC and sent in the data and 

photos. At the FOSRC it will be analyzed by the 

committee of experts, and if accepted, it will go on 

the Official Florida State List bringing the state 

total to 532 extant species.                 

                                                   Lucy Duncan 

Sale on FMW Audubon Items 
 

FMW Audubon T shirtsðin jade, tan, and 

heather grey (not pictured).  Most sizes available 

(Note: no S or XXL sizes in jade, and very lim-

ited XXL in tan and grey).  Sale priceð $10 

each ($15 mailed via USPS).  To purchase, email 

me at perry30a@gmail.com . 
 

     We also have FMW patches.  These are great 

to go on backpacks, jackets, etc.  These are $1; 

or I can drop one in an envelope and mail it to 

you for a total of $2.                     Perry Doggrell 

É Lucy Duncan 

https://birdsoftheworld.org/
mailto:perry30a@gmail.com


TRIPPING at Home                    Ann Forster 
 

The house my husband grew up in was called a 

summer home. If they could afford it, people 

who lived in cities took their children to a 

healthier place in the summer. Along about 1916, 

Barrancas Avenue was paved. When the time 

came to go back downtown, there was a small 

mutiny because they all wanted to stay here. The 

paved road made the decision and the summer 

house became a year-round home. When my 

husband was a little boy, he would look out the 

window toward Pensacola Bay and say, "When 

I grow up, I'm going to build my house on that 

point."  

     When I was a little girl, I lived next door to 
his Great-aunt Cecil. After my husband's father 
retired, he would drive uptown and collect me 
and Aunt Cecil for a day at the beach. She and 
Dan's grandmother were sisters and they sat on 
the beach gossiping while I played in the water. 
I didn't meet Dan for eight years. The most 
important thing we had in common was that we 
both loved this point.  

    So many external factors made living here 

better than we could have imagined. Dan worked 

down the hall from the president of Atlanta 

Audubon. Before we knew it, we were going on 

field trips. I was the Corresponding Secretary and 

Dan was on the Flint River Committee. We were 

still thinking about our retirement home. Birding 

added a new dimension to this site. We realized 

that it would be a place to protect birds and other 

wildlife. In 1985, we retired and moved home 

and became active in Weston Audubon.  

     Our greatest pleasure has been sharing our 

property with birders and with the neighborhood 

children, who use our trails and beach. Dan has 

taught them to fish and even sent two of them to 

college. We are now into the second generation 

of children and fourth of Labrador Retrievers.  

Birding Solo! ð  

A new Facebook 
Group 

Birding is defined as 

the hobby of observing 

birds in their natural 

habitats. Birding has many positive aspects, most 

importantly being thereôs no wrong way to do it, and 

while everyone may bird differently, everyone 

ultimately does it for the same reason: for the pure 

joy of connecting with nature. For our social birders, 

field trips and bird walks are an excellent way to 

socialize with other birders, learn how to be a better 

birder, and increase the chance of someone else 

spotting a bird you may have otherwise missed. But 

others prefer solitary birding, which is where we saw 

the opportunity to create Birding Solo!  

     Birding Solo! is designed for people who enjoy 

birding on their own time. For me, birding alone is far 

more than just a hobby, itôs how I find my peace in a 

chaotic world. I relish in the freedom of going where 

I want, when I want. If I want to spend an hour 

watching a green heron catch fish, or an energetic 

barn swallow bring food to her chicks, I can! Iôm on 

nobodyôs schedule but my own. But birding also has 

a very strong community, especially in the Panhandle, 

and thereôs nothing a birder likes more than talking to 

other birders about birds, and discovering new 

birding locations. So, if any of this speaks to you, we 

invite you to join Birding Solo! where each month a 

new location is selected for you to bird at your 

leisure. Then, at the start of the following month, 

FMWAS will host a virtual meeting where we can 

discuss our visits, listen to other birdersô experiences, 

and talk about the next location. For more infor-

mation, look for the Birding Solo! Facebook Group. 

     November: Tarkiln Bayou. Enjoy the walk 

through pines to the bayou, listening for nuthatches, 

pine warblers and sparrows. Perhaps youôll find ducks 
or grebes on the bayou.    

     December: Naval Live Oaks Southside, Gulf 

Breeze. Look for ducks in the Sound, and wintering 
passerines along the trail. Find the Great Horned Owl 
nest near the headquarters deck! 

     January: Your own backyard! Fill your feeders, 

brew a cup of hot tea or hot chocolate, and enjoy 
behaviors of birds devouring your birdseed and suet. 
What different behaviors can you notice from your 
windows? What interactions do you see among your 

feeder birds?                                      Julie Schiro 5 
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                    Bob Duncan 

This report covers the period 
1 Jul. ï 5 Oct. For birders, this 
period had good and bad times. 
July was slow, with only a few 
noteworthy birds and August 
was not much better until the end 
of the month when Hurricane Ida 

ravaged Louisiana and brought our coast lots of 
pelagic birds, including two super stars of the 
pelagic world. Birders were wowed by pelagics 
seen from Destin to the MS coast on 30 ï 31 Aug.  
As Ida moved into the interior of the continent 
with its attendant rain and winds, migrants were 
bottled up on their way south. But when the 
weather cleared, the passerine migrants flooded 
the skies along the NW Florida coast 1 - 2 
September. On 1 Sept Lucy, Jeff Madsden and I 
watched an estimated 2000-3000 birds in 90 
minutes fly over Gulf Breeze, and a similar move-
ment again 2 Sept. Birding then slacked off until 
an early and surprisingly strong cold front moved 
through 22 Sept. followed by great birding.  

     Thirteen Cliff Swallows* at the US 90 bridge 
on 10 Jul were rare (Marilou Lehmann). Very rare 
in Jul, a Wood Stork* was in Milton 19 Jul (Jackie 
Swenson). Scot Duncan found a Mottled Duck* at 
Ft. Pickens 2 Aug and a Brown Booby* at Opal 
Beach 4 Aug, both very rare. Marilou Lehmann 
found two Sandhill Cranes* at the Jessie Allen 
Road pond near Milton on 6 Aug. They lingered 
to 15 Aug to the enjoyment of many. Continuing 
scattered sporadic reports, a Pin-tailed Whydah* 

was seen in Pensacola 23 Aug. (Alice Harris, 
Chris Jones). 
     As Hurricane Ida entered central MS and weak-
ened, rain bands pummeled our area with onshore 
S to SW winds 25 ï 35 mph, time to look for 
pelagics. But who would brave driving rain and 
fierce winds to look for birds? Well, some birders 
did. Stalwarts Jerry & Brenda Callaway were 
joined by Daniel Stangeland, Steve & Cindy 
Coster and David Muth at Ft. Pickens' entrance 
and logged Brown Noddies,* Sooty* & Bridled 

Terns,* Great Shearwaters,* and the grand 
prize, a Sabine's Gull.* Found by Daniel 
Stangeland and seen by Brenda & Jerry Callaway, 
it was the first record for the western Panhandle 
and a lifer for those heads-up birders! With only 
7 records prior to Ida in over 100 years locally of 

Brown Noddy, a total of 24 were observed on 
30 & 31 Aug by many observers! A total of 46 
(probably a low count) Magnificent Frigatebirds 

were reported throughout the area. Aug 31 dawned 
with stiff WSW winds and once again pelagics 
appeared but in diminished numbers. But 31 Aug 
had a surprise. 
     A weakened petrel was brought to the Wildlife 
Sanctuary of NW Florida from Pensacola Beach 
on 31 August. Identified as a first documented 
record for Florida and for the Gulf of Mexico, it 
was successfully rehabilitated and released on 

4 Sep where awed observers watched it gain 
altitude and head for the open Gulf. Read about 
this rarity on page 4, Documenting a State First! 
     Clearing skies and favorable migrating condi-
tions after Ida brought birders a bonanza of fall 
migrants. The Duncans and Jeff Madsen estimated 
538 Eastern Kingbirds, lots of Gnatcatchers, 

Orchard Orioles, Red-eyed Vireos and Purple 
Martins among the thousands of birds passing 
over Gulf Breeze on 1 Sep. Most went unidenti-
fied as few stopped to rest. And Olive-sided 

Flycatchers* were in Gulf Breeze on 2 and 10 
Sep (Bob & Lucy Duncan). Marilou Lehmann's 
Lark Sparrow* in Milton on 6 Sep was a great 
find. A female Painted Bunting* was in the 
Duncan yard 17 ï 21 Sep. A vagrant from the 
west, a Vermilion Flycatcher was at Ft. Pickens 
22 Sep (Perry Doggrell). A Clay-colored 

Sparrow* was in Gulf Breeze 25 Sep (Bob 
Duncan). Northwest Florida has cornered the 

market on Florida records of Inca Dove* with 
9 records. Brenda & Jerry Callaway hosted one in 
their Cantonment yard 2 ï 3 Oct and the Duncans 
had another in their yard on 5 Oct. A Yellow-

headed Blackbird was in Pensacola 5 Oct 
(Chris Jones, Alice Harris). A Brown Booby* was 
at Opal Beach 5 Oct (Michael Brower et al.). 
     An unanswered question is whether birds that 
normally winter on the now devastated Louisiana 
coast will come this way. Time will tell. 
 

The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy 
birds. If you have something to report, please call 
Bob or Lucy Duncan at 850-932-4792.  
 

* Species with asterisks require documentation so 
they can become part of the ornithological record. 
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SkimmingðEnjoying Nuthatches 
When I get the winter birding blues I fill the feed-
er and wait for the chickadees and nuthatches to 
take notice.  It doesnôt take long, their distinctive 
voices letting me know theyôve arrived. 
     There are four nuthatch species, but only one, 

the Brown-headed, is common to us here in the 

Panhandle.  Their call sounds like a childôs 

squeeze toy and is easy to recognize.  Watch this 

acrobat climb up, down and sideways through 

tree branches seeking miniscule tidbits in the 

bark.  And yes, their name derives from hacking 

nuts open with sharp beaks. 

     If lucky you may see a Red-breasted Nuthatch 

flock during the winter months, particularly dur-

ing an irruptive season.  Look for them in oak and 

pine forests like the Naval Oaks Reserve in Gulf 

Breeze or Ft. Pickens on Santa Rosa Island.   

When in the West look for them year round in 

wooded and mountain areas. In Yosemite 

National Park their toy horn honks are the 

principal sound through Ponderosa pines.  

White-breasted Nuthatches are a real rarity for 

us, but they can be seen year round in northern 

Alabama.  But you will have to go west for the 

smallest of the family, the Pygmy. 

     All nuthatch species dig nesting cavities, 

commonly in dead trees, where the work is easier, 

but also in the very top of tall pines.  They are 

acrobats of air and limb alike, and always fun to 

watch.  Iôm told they will feed from your hand, if 

youôre patient enough.  They certainly are not 

wary of people, which is much the fun of feeding 

them winter mornings, and watching them race 

through your garden.                           Jere French 

BOOK REVIEWðThe Wind Birds    

Peter Mathiessen, Viking  Press  1979 
 

This is not a field guide, nor in any way an aid to 

birding, but a pleasant way for birders to spend a 

chilly fall evening by an open fire, reading the 

beautiful prose of a skillful writer:  a holiday gift 

for a birder, or anyone who loves nature, who 

might enjoy spending a rainy autumn evening 

learning something of the amazing skills and 

beauty of long distance flyers.  ñThe Killdeer 

opened its eyes and called when two minutes old.  

In its eighth hour of life a Semipalmated Plover 

has been seen to catch and eat an insect.ò  And 

then there are the distances, from pole to pole, 

traveled annually by the wind birds. 

Statement on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion 
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 

 

The Board of Directors of the Francis M. Weston 
Audubon Society (FMWAS), an independent chapter 
of National Audubon Society (NAS) and Audubon 

Florida (AF) concurs with the National Audubon 

Societyôs statement on Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion (EDI) and adopts for the chapter the 
general goals and principles it sets out.  It is 

important to note the significant history of the 
chapter in reaching out to our community, including 
all demographics, especially through our educational 
programs, which have focused on emerging 

generations of students, including: 

¶ For over 15 years, FMWAS supported 
Environmental Education programs for all 2nd and 
5th grade students in Escambia County through the 

employment of an Audubon Naturalist/Educator at 
the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center 

¶ In 2013, FMWAS Naturalist Educator provided 

an AF grant-supported weeklong estuarine ecology 
camp for 25 at-risk minority students through the 
Milk and Honey program in downtown Pensacola 

¶ In 2014, FMWAS Naturalist Educator provided a 

weeklong bird ecology class for 4th grade minority 
students at Jacqueline Harris Preparatory Academy 

¶ For four years, our Audubon Naturalist/Educator 
conducted a weeklong summer ecology camp for up 

to 20 campers, providing scholarships to several stu-
dents who were not able to pay the modest tuition fee 

¶ FMWAS has sponsored and supported a Junior 

Audubon Club of up to 80 students at a local middle 
school, which transformed a portion of the school 
property into a bird-friendly flower garden   

¶  More recently, FMWAS has participated in the 

ecological restoration of a waterfront parcel of land 
in an historically minority community, involving 
several groups of minority students and residents 
from the community, including students from Dixon 

School of Arts and Sciences, in the planting of 
clusters of native plants 

 

     The chapterôs conservation and environmental 
education efforts will continue to be effective only to 
the extent that our membership, leadership, and 
outreach activities reflect the diversity of our 

community, encompassing all interactions with 
others, including volunteer engagements and work 
relationships. In purposefully striving for equity, 
diversity, and inclusion, we will continue to be better 

stewards of our changing world. 
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Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 17484 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 

www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org 

 

About 25% postconsumer waste. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society, 
 

Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society 
 
 

All three for $20 a year 
   

RENEWING MEMBERS ð $20 minimum ð Make check payable 
to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY. Mail to National Audubon 
Society (NAS), PO Box 97188, Washington, DC 20090-7188 (DO 

NOT mail to chapter) -OR- renew online at the NAS website http://
Audubon.org, select the ómembershipô button then 'renew' button -
OR- call Member Services, 1-844-428-3826. Renew annually within 6 
months of your expiration date. 
 

STUDENT MEMBERS ð One yearð$7 (Include a copy of your 
student ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society). Mail to 
the chapter. 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS ð $20 (Individual or family) ð Join through our 
chapter and your 1st year dues will come back to us for local use. 
Make check to NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY and mail to 
chapter, FMWAS, PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522  -OR- Join 
online http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ 
 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________ E-Mail Address __________________________ 

National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list available to carefully selected organiza-

tions whose mailings you might find of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, check here__. 
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society ðð Chapter Code E46 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Jim Bradyééé.. 850-456-5083 

Vice President Steve Coster ....... 850-490-1714  

Recording Secretary Pamela Brown ..... 850-206-6482  

Corresponding 

   Secretary Ann Forster ......... 850-456-4421 

Treasurer Jim Cox ............... 850-393-2202 

Directors at Large Marcy McGahan .. 850-450-8984 

 Perry Doggrell  .... 850-288-0985 

 Julie Schiro ......... 850-776-2050 

Student Directors vacant 

 Amanda Hulléé. 941-730-7868 

Membership Jan Lloyd ............. 850-453-1660 

Field Trips Lucy Duncan ....... 850-932-4792 

Programs vacant  

Publicity Julie Schiro  ........ 850-776-2050 

Fundraising Perry Doggrell ..... 850-288-0985 

Conservation Jim Brady ............ 850-456-5083 

Center Committee Steve Coster ....... 315-345-3511 

Education Karen Stanmore .. 850-748-4222  

Outreach Marcy McGahan .. 850-450-8984 

Publications Helen Caffrey ...... 850-525-2588 

 Jere French ......... 850-932-8796 

 Carol Ascherfeld .. 850-760-2388 

Web Liaison vacant 

Technology Daniel Schiro  ...... 850-261-3421  

 

         http://www.fmwaudubon.org/  

              Web Master     Debra Jones  

See article on page 5. 
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