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Dear Francis M. Weston Audubon Society members, 

One of the board’s fiduciary management responsibilities is to ensure By-Laws of 
The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society are annually reviewed and if the by-laws 
require correction or update commence the prescribed, multi-step amendment process.

First the identified change items are drafted:citing by-laws article number, title, and 
section if appropriate. Each amendment must have three sponsors. 

Each proposed amendment has two “readings” by the Board one month apart. 

The Board treats each item initially as an individual voting matter with a motion, second 
of the motion, restatement of the motion, debate, vote and restatement and disposition 
of the vote. The second reading may treat some or all of the amendments as slate or 
amendments may be treated by exception. 

Our by-laws put the responsibility for ratification of all by-laws amendments squarely on 
the members shoulders.  We will set aside time in the pre-program business meeting to 
deal with the proposed amendments

Every proposed by-laws amendment offered at the August 22, 2019, Members Meeting 
has been carefully studied…twice….by the Board and unanimously voted in the 
affirmative and the Board recommends you VOTE YES on each and every 
amendment offered on August 22, 2019.

Hope to see you at the August 22, 2019, FMWAS Members Meeting! 

Best, Michael

Second Reading of Corrections and Amendments to the By-Laws of 
The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society on August 1, 2019, at a quorum meeting 
of the Board.  First reading June 8, 2109, at a quorum meeting of the Francis M. 

Weston Board.

Article V-Board of Directors, Section 1, Third Sentence:  Strike the phrase “…may 
include two non-voting youth representatives….” and replace with “… will include two, 
fully-enfranchised  student directors.” Globally, throughout the document strike all 
references to “youth representatives”   and replace with “student directors.”  Board 
voted unanimously in favor of the resolution and agreed that it should advance to the 
August 22, 2019, membership meeting recommending a yes vote.
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Article IX-Standing Committees, Section 2: Include a Fundraising Committee, Outreach 
Committee and a Website Committee with a concise, one sentence descriptor drafted 
by the Committee Chair. Under Center Committee, Committee Chair redraft the 
descriptor and remove reference to the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center.” Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the resolution and agreed that it should advance to the August 
22, 2019, membership meeting recommending a yes vote.

Article X-Parlimentary Authority, Second Sentence: Strike the phrase. “Ten Members…” 
and replace with “ A majority plus one of the duly elected and appointed members of the 
Board of Directors shall constitute a Board quorum and ten members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business at regular meetings of the Society.”  Board voted 
unanimously in favor of the resolution and agreed that it should advance to the August 
22, 2019, membership meeting recommending a yes vote.

By-Laws Errata: Globally throughout the document strike the name “Audubon of Florida” 
and replace with “Audubon Florida.”Board voted unanimously in favor of the resolution 
and agreed that it should advance to the August 22, 2019, membership meeting 
recommending a yes vote.

    
Appointment/Reappointment of Two (2) Francis M. Weston Student Directors -Jessica 
Baker-UWF Zoo Science Major and Ava Maupin-PSC Biology as  fully-enfranchised  
student directors.Board voted unanimously in favor of the resolution and agreed that it 
should advance to the August 22, 2019, membership meeting recommending a yes 
vote.

First Reading of Corrections and Amendments to the By-Laws of The Francis M. 
Weston Audubon Society On August 1, 2019 at a quorum meeting of the Board. 

Second reading scheduled for September 5, 2019, 

By-Laws Errata: 

Globally: Throughout the document strike the words “Chairperson and Chairman” and 
replace with the word “Chair.”
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Article II-Purpose: Amend the first sentence to read,  “The purpose of this society is to 
promote understanding and preservation of birds and wildlife and the environments 
supporting them.” 

Article IV-Meetings: Section 1: After the phrase “The Board of Directors” insert “(the 
Board)” and then globally amend the entire document using the rubric “the Board or 
Board”replacing all occurrences of “Board of Directors, BOD, Chapter BOD’ except 
Article V Section 1 in the first sentence only.  

Article V - Board of Directors: Section 1: second sentence: after “…determine the 
policies of the society” delete the period and add  “and acts as a fiduciary for the 
general Membership of the Society.”

Article V - Board of Directors: Section 4: Strike the phrase “One third” and replace with 
“One half plus one(1)”

Article VI-Officers: add new Section 7: Officer Position Descriptions are fully 
incorporated in these by-laws as an amendment of the by-laws at Article XIV Section 3 
and shall always be attached as part of the whole bylaws.

Article IX - Standing Committees: add new Section 4: PositionDescriptions are fully 
incorporated in these by-laws as an amendment of the by-laws at Article XIV Section 3 
and shall always be attached as part of the whole bylaws.

Article X - Parliamentary Authority: Amend citation of “Robert’s Rule of Order (Revised)”  
to  “Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, 11th ed. (Da Capo Press, 2011).”

Article XI-Chapter Status: Section 2: For clarity: Strike the first and second sentences 
and replace with: Relationship.The relationship between FMWAS and National 
Audubon Society (National) and Audubon Florida (Florida) collectively (National and 
Florida) is only contractual. FMWAS, as a Chapter, is not nor shall be deemed to be a 
subsidiary, division, nor member of National and Florida. National and Florida shall have 
no right, title, interest,claim, lien nor demand on and real or personal property of 
FMWAS vested or contingent; nor any right, privilege nor franchise in FMWAS by virtue 
of these bylaws except as subject to Article XI Section 4 articulated herein and below.

Article XIV new Section 3: To attach to and incorporate into the by-laws ,as part of the 
by-laws,  the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society Officer & Committee Chairs, Position 
Descriptions dated August 1,2019 (attached herein). 
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