
In 2016, the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 

established a relationship with AMS Aviation at Milton 

Airport in Milton, Florida by creating a display to 

introduce FMWAS and share its history and mission “to 

promote the understanding and preservation of wildlife 

and the environment that supports it, with particular 

attention to birds.” The pairing at first seems unlikely; 

however, pilots learn to fly and read weather, to 

anticipate ground effect by wind and temperature, try to 

become one with their flying machine. Pilot flight is 

learning to think like birds. 
 

     Today, in the lobby of the terminal building, a large 

display case currently holds pictures and short essays 

concerning backyard birds and the art of birding with its 

theme: “Why Should You Attract Backyard Birds?” The 

answers cover the importance of conservation, of 

protection, of the imperative of a variety of birds in 

sustaining our environment, such as pollination and insect 

control. The display features various food grain samples, 

feeders of different types for grains and hummingbird 

food, with practical information on attracting local birds. 

Going beyond  mere signs encouraging “Protect the Birds” 

or “Treasure Birds,” the thought-provoking displays are 

educational, colorful and inviting, sometimes humorous, 

never preachy. 
 

 

     These displays are changed annually by the efforts of 

Brenda Callaway and her husband Jerry. Last year, their 

display featured our beach nesting birds, the plovers and 

skimmers, with life-size dioramas of nests, with eggs, on 

our Gulf Coast’s white sand, showing 

how vulnerable the nests are, and the 

need for awareness by beach goers 

who can easily scatter nests and the 

chicks. 

     Another section showed the rooftop 

fencing to protect chicks from falling, 

and pictures of rooftop structures positioned for shade and 

protection from predators.  

     The displays provided a visual impact that argues for 

the signs to encourage shoreline traffic to slow to 25 mph, 

and strongly suggests that beachgoers refrain from walking 

the dunes during nesting season. 

     What came with this relationship between FMW 

Audubon and AMS Airport is the art work that is 

displayed on the walls of the terminal lobby, the foyer, the 

stairwell, and the hallway of the upstairs briefing room 

suites. Each December, FMW Audubon has its annual 

slide show of bird photographs taken by Society members. 

AMS is fortunate to be the gallery of eleven of those gems, 

matted, framed, and accompanied by researched 

explanatory notes about the featured local birds, their 

environment or their endangered status. 

     Eye-catching is the canvas in the foyer, a magnificent 

photo of a Great Blue Heron in flight over a white-sand 

beach, a most opportune capture of grace, by Society 

member David Sparks.  

     Like the lobby display, this is a rotating gallery, 

periodically changed as new pictures are donated. The 

previous photographs and notes are stored in albums. 

     The displays and gallery are popular with the pilots and 

visitors alike, as many people are unaware of the presence 

of FMW Audubon as our local chapter of the National 

Audubon Society. The new upstairs suite is dedicated to 

the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society, and AMS hopes 

to continue this association for years to come, with their 

mission steering our efforts to encourage some pilots and 

visitors to become active in the skills 

and joys of birding.  

     We are eager for responses to 

future displays, likely featuring a 

pairing of the study of birds’ aerial 

mastery and man’s masterful 

attempts to fly like birds.  
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Field Trips  

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but 

contributions are appreciated. All experience levels are 

welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting scope. Sun-

screen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, water, 

and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips. Please 

refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or after-

shave on field trips. It distracts from the experience in 

nature, and some participants are highly sensitive to it. 

Carpooling is encouraged, as is sharing gas expenses with 

the driver.  

     Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email 

her at town_point@bellsouth.net.  

□ Saturday, November 10.  Ft. Walton Beach birding 

for sparrows and early wintering species. Lucy and Bob 

Duncan will lead the trip to this rich area of fields and 

impoundments, and help you sort through the 

waterfowl, shorebirds and winter residents along the 

trail. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in front of Office Depot in Gulf 

Breeze, across Hwy 98 from the Gulf Breeze Hospital. 

We will have lunch at a local restaurant in the FWB area, 

and return by mid-afternoon. Prepare for moderate 

walking. 

□ Saturday, December 1. Seaman Road Lagoons, 

Vancleave, MS (30.500325,-88.798204). We will visit 

this bird rich series of impoundments and fields guided 

by local expert Sharon Milligan and the Duncans. Access 

to this site is restricted. Once there, there will be slow 

driving, with stops. This is a working facility and you 

must stay with the leader. Following the visit at the 

Lagoons, we will have lunch in Ocean Springs and visit 

the Walter Anderson Museum (admission: seniors, 

students and military and AAA $8; others $10). Meet at 

the Walmart Neighborhood Market parking lot 9301 

Pine Forest Rd (south corner of Pine Forest and Nine 

Mile Road) at 6:15 a.m. or at the Lagoons between 8:00-

8:15 a.m. The drive is 106 miles from the Walmart. 

You must sign up for this trip by contacting Lucy Duncan 

at 932-4792 or email her at town_point@bellsouth.net . 

□ Saturday, January 11-13, 2019. St. Marks birding 

with the Duncans to one of the southeast’s finest birding 

areas to see a variety of birds in diverse habitats. We 

will see what the storm’s salt water intrusion has done, 

and will hope to see about 120 species for this trip! The 

trip pace will be moderate with some walking. We will 

arrive Friday in time to bird the afternoon and finish 

Sunday around noon. We hope to see manatees and 

close views of ducks and water birds on the Wakulla 

River boat ride ($8) within the State Park. A limited 

block of rooms is being held for us at the Best Western 

Wakulla Inn & Suites located on Highway 98 near 

Crawfordville. To make your room reservations, call 

850-926-3737 before Friday, Dec. 28 and ask for the 

“Pensacola Audubon” group rates (king at $80 or two 

queen beds at $85 plus tax). If needed, you must cancel 

your room no later than Jan. 4. When you make your 

room reservation, you must leave your credit card 

number with the motel. All rooms are nonsmoking. To 

sign up for the trip, send a $50 per participant 

contribution to FMW Audubon Society and call Lucy 

Duncan at 850-932-4792 and leave your name, 

telephone number and email address, or email her 

at town_point@bellsouth.net . A detailed itinerary will 

be emailed in late December. 
 

Birds and Brew—
Something nearly new 
 

Sunday afternoon bird outings in 
downtown Pensacola. All skill levels are 
welcome, from novice to experienced 
birders ready to enjoy a leisurely stroll. 

The 45 minute to one hour walk will end with a trip to a 
local brewery for conversation and a cold craft beer. 
Bring binoculars, or if you forget them, come anyway as 
we may have a pair to loan. Any questions, contact Lucy 
Duncan at 932-4792 or town_point@bellsouth.net . 
 

□ November 4.  Meet at 3:30 p.m. at Maritime Park 
for birding the bay and shoreline marsh and sandbars. 
Then visit the Big Top Brewing Company at 21 
West Romana Street for a hearty brew and an early 
dinner if you like. 
 

□ December 2. Meet at 3:30 p.m. on the southwest 
corner of Seville Square for a guided walk to Admiral 
Mason Park and the bay waterfront. We can anticipate 
wintering ducks and other birds before heading to the 
Pensacola Bay Brewery at 225 East Zaragoza Street. 

New Requirement—All participants in published 

events and excursions must sign a Release and Indemni-

fication Form which is valid through 2019. Leaders will 

have forms for those who have not yet signed one. The 

form is online: fmwaudubon.org/wp-content/

uploads/2018/10/Release_Indemnification.pdf  

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://fmwaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Release_Indemnification.pdf
http://fmwaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Release_Indemnification.pdf
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Board Meetings—Nov 1, Dec 6, and Jan 3 
at 7:00 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 
33 East Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are 
open to members. Date and location may 
change. Please contact a Board member for 
details and to confirm date, time and location 
if you wish to attend. See the Officer/
Committee contact information is on page 8. 

Bird Walks 
 

These short bird walks are designed to introduce “future birders” into 

the world of  “Bird Watching.”  If you have ever been curious about 

this activity or just enjoy the birds in your backyard, come join us to 

learn about our area birds. Families with children are welcome. If 

you have binoculars bring them.  If not, we will have a few ‘loaners’ 

available.  Bug spray, long pants and bottled water are recommended 

for our outdoor walks.  For details, call Scott Rathkamp, 776-9736. 
  

 □ Sat, Nov 17, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon—Wildlife Sanctuary of 

NW Florida, 105 North "S" Street, Pensacola, FL 32505 

The annual Wildlife Sanctuary bird walk is one of the most popular 

bird walks we offer. The Sanctuary provides a home for over 100 

animals that cannot be released, including deer, fox, and a variety of 

birds, including bald eagles, owls and hawks. A small donation ($3) 

for the sanctuary is requested.  Meet at the sanctuary, several blocks 

north of Hwy 98 and west of Pace Blvd. Jim Brady will lead the tour. 
 

 □ Sat, Jan 19, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.—Gulf Islands National 

Seashore - Naval Live Oaks, 1801 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Gulf 

Breeze, FL 32563. GINS-Naval Live Oaks is located about 1.8 miles 

East of the Pensacola Beach Bridge sign on Gulf Breeze Hwy 

(98/30). We will meet in front of the visitor center and look for 

birds in the live oaks around the center. Then we'll set up some 

spotting scopes overlooking Santa Rosa Sound and look for gulls, 

terns, ducks and shorebirds.  Dana Timmons will lead our bird walk. 

Chapter Meetings 
 

Our monthly chapter program meetings 
are held at 7:00 p.m., room 2142, the 
Baroco Science Center (Bldg. 21 ), 
Pensacola State College, 21 Airport 
Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32504 unless 
otherwise noted. The meeting room is 
located across the breezeway from the 
planetarium. Refreshments are provided. 
Guests are welcome! 
 

□  November. No meeting. 
 

□ Thursday,  December 13, 2018.  
The program will be our annual 
Christmas slide show consisting of bird 
photographs taken relatively recently by 
members of our Society and of FMWAS 
activities during the past year.  Members 
participating in the show are requested to 
provide up to 12 slides (4 X 6, JPEG) that 
will be organized into a power point 
presentation by Larry Goodman.  
Participating members will be asked to 
present their slides and provide 
supporting information.  Photos and 
copies of those submitted for the program 
will be deleted after the meeting. 
Members attending the meeting are asked 
to bring snacks and/or desserts that will 
be shared following the slide show. 
 

□ Thursday, January 24, 2019 
The program for our January 24, 2019 
meeting will be announced via our web 
site and Facebook page. 

 
www.FMWAudubon.org 

 

www.facebook.com/

FMWAudubonPensacola 

President’s Message—November is already here. I have 
no idea what happened to the summer.  Election time is already 
upon us. While all of the proposed amendments are important and 
deserve attention, only Amendment 9 is critical to our environment 
and way of life for the foreseeable future. Several state offices on the 
ballot are also critical to our environmental health. Some of the 
candidates have ties and are supported by a powerful special interest 
agricultural industry. This industry is behind the toxic pollution now 
facing both coasts of South Florida. While we don’t have this 
particular agricultural industry in NW Florida, it’s still a sellout at 
the expense of clean water.  
     Please take time to research the issues and the candidates. Don’t 
vote for “conservative” or “liberal.” Vote for the environment.  
Vote for clean water. To paraphrase a Bullsugar.org article; 

 

Protecting the environment is not a science or 

engineering problem. It is a political problem---

and it requires a political solution.  
 

VOTE for the Environment!! 

                                                  Susanne Timmons 

https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&oq=21+Airport+Blvd%2C+pensacola+fl&aqs=chrome..69i57.8119j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola


                       Bob Duncan 

4 

 
The fall migration of 2018 can only 

be described as uneventful, with 

birders frustrated about lack of 

migrants in general. On 10 Oct 

Hurricane Michael devastated areas 

to our east, leaving us on the weak 

side of the storm will little effects except to docks on 

north facing beaches. It did not bring us birds, at least not 

right away. But its circulation and rapid movement NE 

allowed our first cold front of the season to enter the area, 

and behind it came the birds we were longing for. On 

brisk NW & N winds lots of Palm Warblers and Common 

Yellowthroats were in Gulf Breeze on the morning of 

11 Oct and cool dry air continued into the area on the 

12th  & 13th of Oct. This corresponded with the Alabama 

Ornithological Society’s fall meeting at Dauphin Island 

where the Duncans observed 29 Neotropical species 

including 12 species of warblers. Birders in the Pensacola 

area reported lots of migrants as well. 
 

     One to 4 Roseate Spoonbills delighted birders in 

the Walnut Hill area from 3 – 25 Aug (Daniel Stangeland, 

John Yuhasz, et al.). Another was in e. Pensacola on 9 

Aug (Catherine Sheldon). Eight Glossy Ibis,* rare in our 

area, were at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary on 6 Aug (Les 

Kelly, Larry Goodman). Rare close to shore, a Greater 

Shearwater* was near Pensacola Pass on 5 Aug (James 

Pfeiffer). Rare in Aug, 2 Blue-winged Warblers* were 

at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 11 Aug (Les Kelly, Bruce 

Furlow). The very rare Olive-sided Flycatcher* was in 

Gulf Breeze on 14 Aug & 21 Sep (Bob & Lucy Duncan) 

and in w. Pensacola 30 Sep (Jan Lloyd). Earliest ever by 

11 days, a Virginia Rail* was in Ann Forster’s yard in 

w. Pensacola on 9 Aug. Establishing the first Aug record, 

2 Cave Swallows* were in Walnut Hill 24 Aug 

(John Yuhasz). A Western Kingbird* was in 

Gulf Breeze 26 Aug (Bob Duncan). A first Aug 

record, a Parasitic Jaeger* was found at 

Pensacola Beach by Emily Hunter and identified 

by Dorothy Kaufmann at Wildlife Sanctuary of 

NW FL on 30 Aug. Casual in our area, 2 

American Oystercatchers were spotted by 

Jerry & Brenda Callaway and Grayson Sasser at 

Ft. Pickens on 1 Sep, along with a rare Great 

Black-backed Gull.*  

     Rarely commented upon, Northern Cardinals were 

widely reported throughout the area as being considerably 

more abundant than usual. The Duncans had 17 at one 

time at their feeders! There was much speculation as to 

why, but no answers were proffered. Jan Lloyd spotted a 

very early Rufous Hummingbird in her yard in w. 

Pensacola on 4 Sep. A Black-legged Kittiwake* near 

NAS on 10 Sep was the first record for that month (James 

Pfeiffer). A Dickcissel* was in the Duncan’s yard in Gulf 

Breeze on 16 Sep. Sixty Common Gallinules 19 Sep at 

International Paper Wetlands (Jerry & Brenda Callaway) 

established an all time high number for the area.  A rare 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird* appeared at Grayson 

Sasser’s home in Pace on 22 Sep. A rare and very secretive 

Mourning Warbler* was observed by Jan Lloyd in her 

yard in w. Pensacola on 6 Oct. 

     Beautiful and rare, a Vermilion Flycatcher was 

found at Ft. Pickens on 8 Oct by Joyce and Logan Cobb. 

Also rare, a Clay-colored Sparrow* was photographed 

at Ft. Pickens on 8 Oct (Perry Doggrell). A female 

Painted Bunting* graced the Duncan’s yard in Gulf 

Breeze 15-18 Oct. 

     Dauphin Island is a critical stop over point for 

Neotropical birds both in spring and in fall migration. 

Development on the island is rampant with properties 

being gobbled up for building. The only way to conserve 

habitat on the island is to buy it. The Alabama 

Ornithological Society (AOS) and its sister organization 

Dauphin Island Bird Sanctuaries (DIBS) are trying to 

purchase and protect essential migratory bird habitat from 

the primary sand dune ridge to the Gorgas Swamp and 

inland areas. Your tax-deductible dollars will be matched 

and matched again right now. Please consider helping 

preserve the rich habitats for the birds. You 

can mail your check to DIBS, P.O. Box 

1295, Dauphin Island, AL 36528-1295, or 

donate through AOS.  
 

     The Skimmer welcomes reports of 

noteworthy birds. If you have something to 

report, please contact Bob or Lucy Duncan 

at town_point@bellsouth.net or 932-4792. 

      * Species with asterisks require 

documentation so that they may become 

part of the ornithological record. 

 

Ryan Lerch 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
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The Birds of Escambia, Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa Counties, 
Florida with Bird Migration, Weather and Fallout  

We are honored to announce that Bob and Lucy Duncan 

 have just released their latest book, which has information 

 specific to birds and birding in our area. 

Want to better understand how weather affects the birds you see? Get a better grasp on 

what birds you could likely be seeing at a particular time? Learn where to find birds in our 

area? Or better understand how the birding landscape has changed? This book is for you! 

     It is a useful resource and the section on Bird Migration, Weather and Fallout is of broad 

interest along the Gulf Coast. The book contains an annotated list of all verified bird species 

in these three Florida Panhandle counties since 1916. Included are the early/late dates of 

arrival/departures of migrants and wintering species along with abundance codes, bar graphs of occurrence. An intro-

ductory section covers the historical perspective and changes in birdlife along with a section on where to find birds in 

the area. The second section of the book, Bird Migration, Weather and Fallout, explains the interface between weath-

er systems and migrating birds, provides information on where to find the weather data that may affect migration, and 

analyses on how to predict whether the birds will put down – or fall out – across the northern Gulf of Mexico Coast.  

 The book sells for $16, with $3.00 shipping per each. Anyone interested should contact the Duncans directly 

at robertaduncan@bellsouth.net . 

Ten years ago I wrote a Page One article about our 

close relationship with the Wildlife Sanctuary. Our 

mission statements synchronize and we have worked 

closely on many projects. Over the years, it has been 

our privilege to release many birds they have 

rehabilitated from our yard. 

     My husband’s grandfather bought our 

property in 1909. We have various habitats 

which have been preserved intact. There are 

needle rush and cordgrass marshes which are 

perfect for rails and Green Herons. The 

outside beach and nearby sand bars are best 

for gulls, terns, and sandpipers. The upper yard is 

dominated by Live Oaks and pine trees. The beach area 

habitat has wax myrtle, yaupon, and a variety of oaks. 

     Many of the releases have been after hurricanes and 

other storms. On a few occasions we have released 

pelagic species such as Storm-Petrels which had taken 

refuge in the rigging of a shrimp boat caught in a 

thunder storm.  The pelagics, when set free, invariably 

circle once and then head directly to the Gulf of Mexico 

their navigation skills undiminished. The diving birds, 

such as loons, we roll right into the edge of the bay. 

They swim out and then pop up to make sure they are 

free. We loved freeing the loons because they would 

hang around and call in the early mornings until they 

migrated north.  

     The most satisfying release was returning our own 

young Ospreys to freedom. We had a freak 

rain of 2 feet in 24 hours which flooded the 

Wildlife Sanctuary Building with 4 feet of 

water. It also collapsed the dead pine tree in 

our yard that the Osprey pair had chosen for a 

nest site. The crash to the ground killed one of 

the babies and the other two were injured. 

They were only a few days from fledging. I was 

helping clean the walkways at the Sanctuary when 

Dorothy Kaufmann came out and said, “They just 

brought your babies in!” It took me a second to absorb 

the message but it was a happy moment in a really hard 

day.  They were in re-hab for a month. We watched 

their father carry a mullet around every day looking for 

his babies. When we released them near the old nest 

site and they flew up and met him in flight, there was a 

jubilant chirping reunion. He spent the next days 

showing them the good fishing spots and making them 

fly even when they tried to catch a little rest.  We look 

forward to many more successful releases.  

mailto:robertaduncan@bellsouth.net
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Learn about the ducks in the ponds and 

bays of Northwest Florida—Our Audubon 

Chapter is offering a course 

January 15, 2019, on ducks in 

Northwest Florida for a participant 

contribution of $25.00.   

         The classroom session will be 

from 6:00-7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 

at Pensacola Public Library, downtown at 239 N. 

Spring Street. There will be a field trip on Saturday, 

January 19th from 8 a.m.-noon to the ponds of the 

Eastman Chemical Plant in Pace, FL. 

     To register or for more information, contact 

Mary Jones, Chapter Education Chair, 850-288-

0488 or brumarclyde@cox.net. To confirm your 

registration, send a participant contribution of $25 

to the F.M. Weston Audubon Society, PO Box 

17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 by December 12, 

2018.  Make your check payable to F. M. Weston 

Audubon Society and note on the check “for Ducks 

in NW Florida class.”  The class size will be limited. 

Bird of the Year—The Brown Pelican 
The first time I saw a Brown Pelican dive almost 

straight down into the water, I thought it had 

been struck by lightning. But up it buoyed, 

raised its head, emptied its shopping-bag gular pouch of water, 

tilted its head back and gulped down one mortally surprised 

fish. Birds do the darnedest things! Then there’s the skimmer. 

My friend Pauli called me the other day to tell me there were a 

bunch of Black Skimmers on Pensacola Beach and some of 

them were sick. What’s wrong, I queried. About a fourth of 

the flock of over 100 skimmers can’t even hold their heads up. 

Yep. Duped again. We humans are so gullible. 

     Gullible? That reminds me of the Herring Gull on the 

Dauphin Island airport runway a few years back. There we 

often see these large gulls dropping hermit crabs onto the 

tarmac to break open the shells. One gull will drop the same 

shell several times from 80 feet up before it can get into the 

cracked shell. But the gull this day was not to get his snack. It 

flew over with what appeared to be a large white hermit crab 

shell, and dropped it smack onto the pavement. The shell 

bounced, and bounced and bounced again. The gull chased it 

down and caught it, flew skyward and dropped it again. Again 

it bounced while the gull flew in confused circles. You know, 

golf balls just aren’t edible! 

     But back to the Brown Pelican. Did you see the final shot in 

the movie Jurassic Park I ? The fierce velociraptors were in 

flight. Through the magic of animation and computers, the 

shapes of these winged dinosaurs morphed into Brown Pelicans 

gently flying over the water. Not far from the truth! There are 

prehistoric remains of pelicans found in Florida, Puerto Rico, 

St. Croix and the U.S. Virgin Islands according to Dr. Pierce 

Brodkorb (1963). So they’ve been around a long time weath-

ering the vicissitudes of climate, the vagaries of the fishing and 

shrimping industries and the Anthropocene. We humans 

responsible for much of their demise earlier in the 20th centu-

ry know what we’ve done with PCBs, DDT and nitrogen 

runoff into bodies of water where they feed. Fortunately, we 

humans also know how to fix many of those problems we’ve 

created! Do we have the will to do it? Let’s hope so. We love 

our bay and the clean gulf waters that caress our white sands. 

As gawky as the pelican is, its grace in flight and its stature as a 

symbol of Pensacola Bay have certainly earned the pelican’s 

place as the F. M. Weston Bird of the Year!          Lucy Duncan 

2018 Christmas  

   Bird Count 
  

The Audubon Society Christmas 

Bird Count (CBC) will be held 

this year in Pensacola on Saturday, 

December 15, 2018. This year is the 119th 

CBC conducted by the Audubon Society, a 

tradition started in 1900. 

     Everyone is welcome to participate. Expertise 

level is not a criterion, the more eyes and ears we 

have the better the results. If interested contact 

Daniel Stangeland, dpstang71@yahoo.com, 850-

686-3502 (text or call). The count compilation 

dinner will be at 5:30 p.m., Franco's Restaurant, 

523 E Gregory St, Pensacola.  

 

 

Longleaf Chapter, Native Plant Society  
 

         Interested in native plants, visit  

     http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/
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We’re waiting in rows for the maestro, Burt Bacharach, 

and then at last he appears on stage, making his way, 

shuffling toward the piano, dropping, with what seems a 

sigh, to the bench and running his fingers over the keys, 

he begins slowly to play.  Jackie D adjusts the mike, 

looks at him, smiles, begins to sing, “What the world needs 

now is love, sweet love.”  Of course it is.  We smile, nod, 

agree.  Love is everything. 
 

     But wait, the bridge in the song is now 

saying something else, something entirely 

different, something hostile.  “Lord, we don’t 

need another mountain, we don’t need another 

meadow, or river, or wheat field.”  
 

     Wait a second, do we really have enough 

of these places, even too many?  Is that what this lovely 

ballad is telling us? 
 

      I’m confused.  Aren’t we carving up way too many 

of our mountains already?  Blasting, bulldozing, 

fracking?  Aren’t we polluting enough rivers and streams 

now, from Flint to Lake Okeechobee?  Aren’t we 

plowing up enough wheat fields for the purpose of 

creating even more condos and parking lots?  What’s 

Burt telling us, here in this serene setting?  And when 

we add earthquakes and hurricanes to all the damage 

we’ve done by our own folly, isn’t it time for some long 

needed reassessment—of where our future lies? 

     Songs are small windows in the large picture, but 

isn’t music one of our greatest means of moving people, 

sending a message?  Sure, I know, these songwriters of 

ours struggle mightily with rhyme and rhythm, 

plinking on their pianos up there in their 

Manhattan lofts, far above the real world of 

Houston, New Orleans, and Mexico Beach—

or more likely laboring below, plinking away 

down in some dingy Bronx brownstone 

basement, where the sun hardly happens.  

     And here we are, all of us together 

worldwide, equally clueless apparently, riding the bus at 

breakneck speed toward some not too distant precipice, 

more conflicted by ‘love’ than by life, undaunted and 

unaware, whistling Dixie. Pete Seeger, another kind of 

songwriter, once reminded us to ask, “Where have all 

the flowers gone?”  Oh yes, we need constant 

reminding, while we can still remember what flowers 

and mountains and rivers are. 

 

                      Roy Hyatt Environmental Center’s  
                     50th Anniversary 

 

                     Please join in the celebration of the  
Roy Hyatt Environmental Center’s 50 years of educating children 

 of the Escambia County School District! 
 

 

Friday, December  7,  2018, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

1300 Tobias Road, Cantonment, Florida 32533, (850) 937-2117 

Stay informed!  

Go to  

www.FMWAudubon.org  
 

Sign up for our email list on the 

Welcome Page.  
 

You will receive the Skimmer, 
updated meeting reminders  

and Chapter news.  

 

     Some are aware Jere French has written several books. They are fiction, with usually an 

environmental theme, much like Carl Hiassen. Well, Jere has written another book!  This time it 

is a children's book, The Faraway Forest. It is an utterly charming retelling of several 

well-known children's fables with a different twist. A very Jere twist… 

     He is generously offering copies of his new book as a fundraiser for Audubon Adventures!  For 

a minimum donation of $10.00, this wonderful book can be yours. Copies will be available at our 

membership meetings until they are all gone. If you prefer not to take any chances on missing 

out, call or text me (529-9576) and I will reserve one for you.                        Susanne Timmons 

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
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Introductory Membership 
National Audubon Society 

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter) 
 
  

Individual/Family: One-year—$20  
(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.) 

   

Student Membership—One year—$7 
(Include a copy of your student ID with a check  

payable to FMW Audubon Society.) 
 

Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,  
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

 
 Name  ___________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________                                                                                       

E-Mail Address __________________________ 

Communicating with our members online saves the Earth’s 
resources and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to  
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter. 
To receive print copies instead, please check here __. 
  

The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list 
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ . 
 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society        Chapter E46 

Become a member 
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 

Audubon Florida and National Audubon Society 
  

Individual/Family: One-year—$20 
(Join through our chapter and your 1st year dues  

will come to us for local use.) 
 

Join online 
http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/ 

 

Or mail this form to  
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,  
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 

(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.) 
 

Student Membership—One year—$7 (Include a copy of your 
student ID with a check payable to FMW Audubon Society.) 

 
 Name  ___________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________                                                                                       

E-Mail Address __________________________ 

 The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list 
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might find 
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ . 
 

 Francis M. Weston Audubon Society —— Chapter 46 
8 

——————— 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Susanne Timmons ..... 529-9576 

Vice President  Michael Brower .......... 315-345-3511 

Recording Secretary  Carole Tebay ............. 492-8049  

Corresponding Secretary  Ann Forster ................ 456-4421 

Treasurer  Steve Coster.............. 490-1714  

Directors at Large  Mary Jones ................ 288-0488  

                                          Lilian Mauney ............ 934-1929 

                                         Scott Rathkamp .......... 776-9736 

Membership Jan Lloyd .................... 453-1660 

Field Trips Lucy Duncan .............. 932-4792 

Programs Larry Goodman .......... 433-5135  

Publicity OPEN 

Fundraising Michael Brower ........... 315-345-3511 

Conservation Barbara Albrecht ........ 384-6696  

Center Committee Jim Brady ................... 456-5083 

Education Mary Jones ................. 288-0488 

Outreach Scott Rathkamp .......... 776-9736 

Publications Dana Timmons  .......... 256-505-1143 

  Jere French ................ 932-8796 

                                         Carol Ascherfeld ......... 760-2388 

Web Liaison      Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929 
 

                        http://www.fmwaudubon.org/    

                             Web Master     Debra Jones  

   

                                           

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 17484 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 

 about 25% postconsumer waste 

                    

   www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org 

Chapter Meetings—Dec 13 and Jan 24 (page 3) 
 

Field Trips—Nov 10, Dec 1, Jan 11-13 (page 2) 
 

Birds and Brew— Nov 4, Dec 2 (page 2) 
 

Bird Walks— Nov 17 and Jan 19 (page 3) 

Suite dedicated to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
at AMS Aviation, Milton Airport — See the story on page 1. 

http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/
http://fmwaudubon.org/membership/
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/

