
The Florida Fish and Game Commission and the 

Florida Audubon Society have partnered in an effort to 

help our beach and roof nesting birds. Unlike most of 

the birds we are familiar with, many of the beach and 

roof nesters [loosely called shorebirds] like to nest in 

colonies. These colonies are under much pressure from 

all directions. They frequently select nesting areas that 

are in conflict with human beach activities. On Santa 

Rosa Island, for example, The Gulf Islands National 

Seashore personnel mark and rope off nesting areas to 

try to help. Most beachgoers are considerate and try 

not to disrupt nesting activity. There are always the 

few that march right through and create 

panic. Worse yet are the natural 

predators – raccoons, coyotes, feral 

cats, and ghost crabs to name a few.  

     One of the solutions has been to 

encourage these birds (in our area Least 

Terns, Black Skimmers, and Snowy 

Plovers) to nest in safer places. The 

most successful way to do this is to 

make life-like decoys and place them 

away from the areas of heavy traffic. 

Because our terns and skimmers do like 

nesting in a crowd, the sight of a look-alike encourages 

them to consider nesting nearby. 

     This technique was perfected in the 1960s by an 

Audubon Society scientist, Steven Kress. His goal was 

to rebuild the colonies of Atlantic Puffins along the 

coastal islands of Maine. He set out decoys on several 

islands after some exciting adventures trying to get off 

lobster boats onto the steep rocky shores. The first two 

years were disappointing but then he observed several 

real live Puffins standing around the decoys. The next 

year he found several nests making all that work 

worthwhile. 

     Two years ago Florida Audubon 

placed Least Tern decoys on several 

rooftops in town. The terns were 

attracted to them and they nested 

successfully. This year we worked on 

the set of Skimmer decoys. Now, as 

part of the Eagle Scout project, Jack’s 

whole troop is involved in setting up 

fencing and signage at Gulf Islands 

areas at Fort Pickens and Navarre. 

We can’t wait to share the results of 

this project. 

The Francis M. Weston Audubon Society  

May-Jun-Jul 2018 
Vol. XLV, No. 4 

  Tripping with an Eagle                                                      Ann Forster                           

I hope you read Bill Bremser’s account of the history of our Christmas Bird Counts and the role of our 

namesake, Francis M. Weston. Part of his legacy was his devotion to the Boy Scouts. He was always a 

Scout leader and many of our early members earned their Eagle Scout credentials … Alan Sheppard, 

Curtis Kingsbery, Charles Kahn, and more. All were shakers and movers in our community and were life

-long birders and Audubon members. It has been my privilege (through dumb luck) to follow in his 

footsteps. Our neighbor’s son, Jack Allebach, is working hard to become an Eagle Scout and came over 

to ask if I had a nature project he could be part of. Talk about timing! I had called Emily McKiddy that 

morning to see if she still needed Skimmer decoys and she definitely did. Jack and I worked all one of 

those freezing weekends cutting out blanks, painting them, drilling holes and putting them on sturdy 

bases. The following is the essay we wrote about the project for his presentation.  
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Field Trips 
 

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, 

but contributions are appreciated. All experience levels 

are welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting 

scope. Sunscreen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, 

hat, water, and snacks or lunch are recommended on 

all trips. Please refrain from wearing scented cologne, 

perfumes or aftershave on field trips. It distracts from 

the experience in nature, and some participants are 

highly sensitive to it. Carpooling is encouraged. 

Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or email her 

at town_point@bellsouth.net.  
 

□ Saturday, May 12. Blackwater River State 

Forest birding. Join FMWAS birding this treasured 

local woodland of longleaf pine savannahs and coastal 

plain forest. Expect moderate, non-strenuous walking. 

Bring a picnic lunch and drinks. With some luck, we 

could see or hear six species of woodpeckers, including 

the threatened Red-cockaded Woodpecker. We also 

expect to hear the trills of the drab and secretive 

Bachman’s Sparrow’s song, and find it sitting stone still 

as it sings. There are also resident breeding birds that 

we should see along the way – some blue, some indigo, 

some orange and black, and others black and gray. Can 

you figure those out? Some spring wildflowers should 

still be in bloom, including carnivorous pitcher plants. 

Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot behind 

McDonald’s located on Hwy 90 in Milton. Return by 

mid-afternoon. 
  

June and July—No field trips. 
  

After the May 12th field trip, and if you participated in 

all of the field trips for this FMWAS calendar year 

(August – May), you might have seen as many as 220 

or more species, and none of them were “rare!” In 

addition, you would have experienced most of the 

habitat types in the Panhandle from seashore to pine 

woodlands, salt marshes, clear flowing rivers and 

deciduous forests. FMWAS welcomes birders of all 

experience levels. Join us on our next adventure! 

Birdwalks 
 

Short birdwalks are designed to introduce “future bird-
ers” into the world of  “Bird Watching.”  We are taking 
the summer off. Birdwalks will resume in September.  

Tools of the Trip 
 

While we were planning an upcoming trip to the Texas 

Hill Country, Sue and I discovered some of the greatest 

tools to make our trip a successful birding vacation. In 

the mid-90s we relied heavily on the trip guides and 

specialty printed matter of all the hot spots throughout 

the Lone Star State.  For this trek we are depending on 

eBird, Google Earth and other websites to bring us to 

the best locations to see the Golden-cheeked Warbler 

and Black-capped Vireo. 

     Our first learning experience was with lodging. On a 

home rental website, I found a 3-bedroom RV located 

on the Guadalupe River which was centrally located for 

our quest. I couldn’t believe the rate, and the pictures 

certainly suggested beyond nice. Sue suggested I do a 

Google Earth drive to further check the location. Well, 

sure enough, with most unreal nightly rates there was a 

big catch. The RV Park was conveniently located 

beneath an Interstate! I can’t imagine the traffic noise we 

would have had to deal with if I had booked it.  

     Also, while searching eBird hot spots we located an 

area named Warbler Woods, www.warblerwoods.org, 

which is located Northeast of San Antonio. It is a private 

sanctuary for birds and birders who request permission 

to enter and produce a bird list at the end of the visit.  

     eBird offers an endless list of bird sightings and 

locations to explore which we did via Google Earth. If 

you haven’t tried the app “Google Earth,” I recommend 

it for locating nearby towns, groceries, National or State 

parks or other needs for a vacation. 
 

     eBird is a must for any birding adventure, 

www.ebird.org, and Google Earth, the aerial and street 

views are helpful in planning, www.google.com/earth/. 

Apps for these are available for smart phones and tablets.  

                                                                                                                                                                       Dana Timmons 

See a dead bird—Report it 
 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission  

(FWC) invites all citizens to report injured and dead 

wildlife. If you find dead birds, do not handle them. 

Report them to the wild bird mortality database, 

http://legacy.myfwc.com/bird/. You can 

download the free FWC Reporter app on Apple or 

Android smart phones or tablets from the App 

Store  and Google Play. 

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net
http://www.warblerwoods.org
http://www.ebird.org
http://www.google.com/earth/
http://legacy.myfwc.com/bird/default.asp
http://legacy.myfwc.com/bird/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE5Ljg1NTc4NzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxOS44NTU3ODcxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjQ5MzAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxpZmUuZ2Njb3htYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxp
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE5Ljg1NTc4NzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxOS44NTU3ODcxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjQ5MzAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxpZmUuZ2Njb3htYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxp
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjE5Ljg1NTc4NzExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIxOS44NTU3ODcxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjQ5MzAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxpZmUuZ2Njb3htYWlsLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9d3NAd2lsZGxp
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Annual Dinner Meeting 

May 17, 2018 
 

Please reserve your calendar for our Annual Dinner, 
May 17th. This year’s venue will be “Anna Lamar 
Switzer Center for Visual Arts,” Building 15 at 
Pensacola State College, main campus, 1000 College 
Blvd, Pensacola, Florida. 
 

Dinner will be catered by Broussard’s Bayou 
Catering. Cocktail hour, silent auction and raffle 
begin at 5:30 p.m. Dinner, election of officers and 
guest speaker will follow. 
 

 Dr. Mark LaSalle 
Guest Speaker 

 

“So, Thinking About a Nature Center? – 
Lots to Consider”  

 

Dr. LaSalle is the Director of the Pascagoula River 
Audubon Center. He is responsible for coordinating 
development of the center and for expanding its 
programs in South Mississippi. He is a Wetland 
Ecologist and conducts a number environmental 
education programs. He also coordinates the 
Audubon Master Naturalist Program and is the 
recipient of several conservation awards for his 
achievements.  
 

Invitations with more details have been mailed to the 
membership. Please RSVP as soon as possible.   

                  ————————— 

Monthly Membership Meetings will resume 
 in August, 2018 

  Information about activities with the  

Longleaf Chapter, Native Plant Society  

may be found at  

  http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/ 

Slate of officers for 2018-2019 
 

President---- Susanne Timmons 
Vice President----Michael Brower 
Treasurer----Steve Coster 
Corresponding Secretary----Ann Forster 
Recording Secretary----Carole Tebay 
Director at Large 2018-2021----Scott Rathkamp 

President’s Message 
 

For well over a decade, the FMWAS leadership has 

been hopeful of one day having our own Audubon 

Center.  Many Audubon chapters throughout the 

county have their own centers. The function of these 

Audubon Centers varies. Many are nature centers and 

are located close to or within preserve areas. Some 

have more urban/suburban settings and focus on 

education and meetings.  

     The ultimate establishment of such a center 

requires all the right components to be in place at the 

same time. The desired function of the Center must 

be determined first. Then a location, supportive of the 

function must be found.  A building to house 

activities, is the next consideration. This could be new 

or the reuse of existing structures.    

     Acquisition and ownership can take a variety paths,  

including donated properties, partnerships with other 

non-profits, and partnerships with governmental 

entities or businesses. Maintaining the center takes 

many dedicated volunteers who are committed to the 

project. 

     The very most important component of developing 

our own Audubon Center is the support and 

participation of our membership.  

     These are some of the fundamental issues that have 

been discussed through the years.  

     The guest speaker at our FMWAS Annual Dinner, 

May 17th, Dr. Mark LaSalle,  knows all about the 

development of Audubon Centers. More information 

on Dr. LaSalle and our dinner is included in Annual 

Dinner Meeting Announcement in column to the left. 

     Please plan to attend this year to hear what Dr. 

LaSalle has to say. The leadership also needs to hear 

input from our membership.  Do you think this is a 

good idea?  If so, will you help?   
 

                                     Susanne Timmons 
Board Meetings—May 3 at 7:00 p.m. at the First  
Presbyterian Church of Pensacola, 33 East Gregory St. 
Meetings are open to members. Date and location may 
change. Please contact a Board member for details and 
to confirm date, time and location if you wish to attend. 
The Officer/Committee contact information is on page 8. 
A planning meeting will be scheduled in the summer. 

http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/


                       Bob Duncan 
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 “Fantastic. A birder’s dream.” 

That’s how some of us would 

describe the fallout of April 7-8 

when a squall line ahead of a cold 

front produced a birding bonanza. 

For birding newbies, a fallout is 

defined as a large number of 

migrants landing in an isolated location during a short 

period of time. In this case, rain extended from the SE 

Louisiana coast out to about 150 miles south of Pensacola. 

Birds flew through it a few hours before their usual arrival 

time (about 11 a.m.), hit headwinds out of the NW, and 

with wet feathers put down at the closest land 

encountered. Birders who missed this event, which occurs 

perhaps once every 5 or so years, missed out on a 

spectacle. Ft. Pickens, Gulf Breeze, Ft. Morgan, Dauphin 

Island were THE places to be. The Duncans logged 76 

species just in their neighborhood. The most numerous 

species were Indigo Buntings, Blue Grosbeaks and 

Summer Tanagers. 

      The next weekend a similar weather pattern 

developed and birders’ hopes were high. But in spite of 

even more extensive rain in the Gulf around arrival time, 

fallout did not materialize. There was a rapid and intense 

windshift to the NW during the early morning hours 

about mid-Gulf, and birds were vectored toward the NE. 

They missed our area but bird reports from Apalachicola 

to St. Marks indicated the birding was great over that way. 

Why not share? Birding prospects in Spring along the Gulf 

Coast is strictly weather related. Wind direction and 

velocity and precipitation are paramount in determining 

our joys and tribulations. 

     The birding year began well for Perry Doggrell who 

spotted a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at Ft. Pickens 13 

Jan. It’s very rare in winter. Bill Neitzel’s Western 

Tanager* frequented his yard from Dec 

through 3 Mar. A Broad-winged 

Hawk* 16 Jan in Gulf Breeze was rare in 

winter (Bill & Greta Bremser) as were 

2 Clay-colored Sparrows* at Ft. 

Pickens 28 Jan (Jerry & Brenda Callaway). 

Five White Ibis at Eastman/Taminco 

Sanctuary 27 Jan (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow) 

were also rare in Jan. Twelve White-

winged Scoters* and 14 Black Scoters* were spotted 

by Carol Tebay at Big Lagoon on 29 Jan. 

     A male Summer Tanager* 1 Feb in n. Pensacola 

started the month off right for Erica Zambello. The rare 

white morph of the Reddish Egret and a White-

fronted Goose appeared at Ann Forster’s house during 

the Great Backyard Bird Count on 18 Feb thrilling birders 

fortunate enough to be there. Very rare in Feb, 

a Northern Waterthrush* appeared in the Duncans’ 

yard on 20 Feb. Two Northern Parulas* were early 22 

Feb at Soundside Preserve (Michael Brower). The 

7 Swallow-tailed Kites seen in Pensacola 28 Feb (Pam 

Brown) must have been eye candy. A Pomarine 

Jaeger* observed by Jerry & Brenda Callaway 6 Mar at 

Ft. Pickens was the area’s 7th record. Marcy 

McGahan’s Painted Bunting* at her feeder in 

Pensacola 25 Feb – 10 Mar was very early. A Dark-eyed 

Junco in Daniel Stangeland’s yard in Pace was a surprise 

as was an American Oystercatcher in the Duncans’ 

neighborhood 27 Mar. March reports of noteworthy birds 

ended with the Duncans’ sighting of one adult and two 

immature Masked Boobies* at Ft. Pickens 28 Mar and 

a Pacific Loon* at their home in Gulf Breeze 31 Mar. 

     April began with a bang with a report by Blair Laughlin 

of the return of the Red-billed Tropicbird* to 

Shoreline Park in Gulf Breeze 3 Apr, subsequently seen 

and photographed by Andrew Holzinger and Brenda 

Callaway. Was this the same bird that stayed for about 3 

months last year about the same time? It was seen by other 

observers but its visits to the park have been sporadic, 

unlike last year. It was last reported by David Muth 15 

Apr. Rare anytime, a Marbled Godwit was seen and 

photographed by Michael Brower in e. Gulf Breeze 6 Apr. 

The 47 Black Vultures seen in n. Santa Rosa Co. 16 Apr 

were an unusual number (Les Kelly). 

 

The Skimmer welcomes reports of 

noteworthy birds. If you have something 

to report, please contact Bob or Lucy 

Duncan at town_point@bellsouth.net or 

932-4792.  

* Species with asterisks require 

documentation so that they may become 

part of the ornithological record.   

  

mailto:town_point@bellsouth.net


THAT GUNK ON YOUR CAR: A Unique Guide to 

Insects of the United States by Mark Hostetler 

    This book was written by a member of the Zoology 

Department at the University of Florida so it is 

relevant to our area. It is beautifully illustrated and 

really informative as he describes the life cycles and 

biology of the various common insects. He even has 

good suggestions for attracting beneficial and/or 

beautiful insects to your yard. 
 

HEAVE HO! My Little Green Book of Seasickness 

by Charles Mazel 

     As a person who gets queasy in a rowboat, this 

book really strikes a chord. He even thoughtfully 

included a throw-up bag. Some of the chapter titles 

show that even though there are serious medical 

discussions, some are fun to read. Pickled Onions, 

Anyone? Remedies, Home, and Otherwise. Sea Rations: You 

Can’t Keep a Good Meal Down. Seasickness as Performance 

Art: How to Behave When Your Stomach Doesn’t. Historical 

Perspective from the Rail. 

THERE’S NO TOILET 

PAPER ON THE ROAD 

LESS TRAVELED: The 

Best of Travel Humor 

and Misadventure 

compiled by Doug Lansky 

      This is an anthology of travel writing by such 

authors as Bill Bryson and Calving Trillin … need I say 

more. We are so used to reading stories about the 

puzzling habits in foreign lands that the inclusion of 

foreign authors puzzling over American habits while 

they are visiting us is instructive.  

 

HOW TO S_ _ _ IN THE WOODS:  

An Environmentally Sound Approach to a Lost Art  

by Kathleen Meyer 

     This is actually a serious book with tips about 

disposal techniques, about gastrointestinal problems 

and how to prevent them, and about the problems of 

keeping popular outdoor areas clean in every way.  

Tripping with Four of the  

Best Travel Books Ever                                        Ann  Forster 
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Start of nesting on 
the beach and call 
out for nesting 
stewards 

Steve D’Amato 

This time of year is particularly 
exciting as we watch out for those 
birds that are passing through on 
their way to their breeding 
grounds. This also means we are 
all on the lookout for those species 
that are going to be making our 

neck-of-the-woods their breeding 
grounds, particularly on our local 
beaches. Audubon Florida staff 
have been busy checking in with 
property owners and site managers 
of areas that regularly have nesting 
shorebirds and seabirds, to make 
sure the areas are ready for their 
return. This is the case for beaches 

as well as sites that mimic beach 
nesting areas like some of our local 
rooftops. Now that we have pre-
pared, we are ready to see where 
the birds decide to settle down. As 
ready as we are for nesting season 
to begin, we always welcome all of 

you to come out and help protect 
our feathery friends. If you would 
like to spend some time on the 
beach observing an active colony 
and engaging beach goers in some 
bird trivia, please feel free to get in 
touch with me. You can email me 

at cstahala@audubon.org.  
 

                    Caroline Stahala 

mailto:cstahala@audubon.org
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May 5, 2018—Global Big Day!  

Birding’s Biggest Day! 
 

 You are all invited.  

 Observe birds—report on eBird! 

 Be a part of this world-wide event! 

 Watch birds anywhere—your choice—backyard, 

local park, beach, or anywhere in the world. 

 In 2017, over 20,000 people in more than 160 

countries reported 6,635 species. Let’s beat that 

number on May 5, 2018.  

https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-5-may-2018  
 

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

———————————- 

Bird of the Year 

As our chapter year closes out, we 

would like to thank all our 

members who contributed their 

efforts to educate us about the 

Black Skimmer, our “Bird of the Year.”  We have 

promoted and educated members about the Black 

Skimmer through our newsletter, through our field 

trips, through social media, through photography, 

through building of decoys for a conservation project 

and even in a special publication to be auctioned at our 

upcoming Annual Dinner. Rynchops niger (Black Skimmer) 

has always been a symbol of Francis M. Weston 

Audubon and it is very fitting to have it selected as our 

first of “Bird of the Year.”  What bird will we pick for 

the 2018-2019 year….? Please send your nominations 

to a board member for discussion and selection during 

our annual planning session this summer.    

 

 
 

Getting multiple renewal notices? 
  

Want just one? 
 
 

Call 1-844-428-3826 
 

National Audubon Society, Chapter Services.  

Ask to be sent just one renewal notice a year.  

 

Want to know your membership expiration date? 
Have other questions about your membership and 

options available? Call Chapter Services. 

2018 West Panhandle Regional 
Science and Engineering Fair 
Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 

presented an award in the Senior Division of 

the Regional Science and Engineering Fair in 

2018. Each year FMWAS judges choose a 

project with an environmental theme that could have 

an impact on our earth and the organisms that live 

here. The award was presented to Dana Amin 

for her study tracking the effects of 

temperature change on fiddler crab activity. 

This study reflects what these organisms will face as 

climate change takes its toll. The award included a 

certificate of achievement, a letter of congratulations, 

an appropriate book and 1 year membership in 

National Audubon. The award for 2018 was judged by 

Jan Lloyd and Ann Forster.  

Audubon Adventures 
Audubon Adventures is the National Audubon Program 
that provides environmental materials for teachers and 
other group leaders. Thank you to our members who 
donate each year.  

     Here is how your membership donations totaling 
$2,140 were spent this school year, 2017-2018: 

 Hyatt Environmental Center/Escambia County 
School District------92% 

 Navarre Beach Marine Science Center/Santa Rosa 
County District----3.5% 

 Teachers (2)-------3.5%  

 Audubon Outreach Committee------1.8% 

     Summer is a great time to go to the website where 
you will find all types of learning activities for the young 
naturalist—Student Adventures (Birds and Plants, 
Native Bees, Habitats, City Wildlife and more). You 
will find quizzes, puzzles and games. Explore the 
website,  http://audubonadventures.org/, 
with grandchildren and young children. Bet you’ll learn 
something new, too. 
 

     For more information, please contact Mary Jones, 
Chair, Education Committee at 850-288-0488. 

https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-5-may-2018
http://audubonadventures.org/


 Skimming—A Child’s Garden of Bugs                               Jere French 
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Stay informed!  
 

Sign up for  E -News  

Go to the www.FMWAudubon.org home page, upper left-hand corner 
 

Receive reminders of meetings, electronic copies of the newsletter and occasionally 

information on important environmental issues and other chapter news. 

     When I was five years old and spending the summer 

on the family farm in northern Missouri, I discovered a 

fascination for insects.  I was intrigued by their great 

variety of shape, manner of movement, color, escape 

mechanisms, and often to my distress, their defenses. 

     Yes, I could catch them, crawlers and hoppers, and I 

even created an insect zoo, using mud, stones, and 

toothpicks for bars—and was bewildered by how 

readily they managed to escape those carefully 

constructed enclosures.  But studying them ‘in the 

wild’ proved ever more useful, as most scientists have 

come to discover.  I watched roly polies (segmented 

little creepers better known as pillbugs) 

roll up into tiny gray balls at my touch, and 

springtails, on being surprised, spring into 

the next county.  The praying mantis 

simply faced me down, pincers open and 

ready to do battle, while the stick bug 

froze and became just another twig on the 

tree.  I caught ladybugs and watched them 

climb purposefully to my fingertip for take

-off.  I snared grasshoppers with relative ease (they 

always leaped forward), but suffered the stain of their 

‘tobacco juice’ on my fingers, which didn’t wash off 

easily, exasperating my grandmother come dinner time. 

     Cicadas roared in a loud staccato on summer 

evenings, and I often found their ‘shells’ (exoskeletons) 

still attached to tree trunks. They formed a part of my 

growing museum, which proved a far more successful 

enterprise than my zoo.  I watched green and yellow 

caterpillars by the thousands crawling up a tree trunk, 

while a horde of wasps attacked them.  And in awe I 

watched a butterfly emerge from its chrysalis, pump its 

wings, and depart—like it knew in a flash exactly 

where it was going. 

     On summer days my sister and I would lie on our 

backs in the grass and watch the clouds write stories in 

the sky, and listen in the late afternoon to the sound of 

cicadas strumming their legs like violins, in hope of 

attracting that equally unique someone. 
 

     My fascination with insects that bygone summer was 

in part a result of my size—built close to the ground—

but also because of a child’s curiosity, limited to the 

simple surroundings of Depression Era Missouri.  My 

grandmother had a radio, tuned continuously to soap 

operas which didn’t interest me, and therefore once my 

chores were complete—shelling peas, shucking corn, 

gathering hen’s eggs and such—I 

was free to seek my own 

entertainment in the world of the 

great outdoors.  I never felt 

deprived nor why should I?  Five 

year old boys don’t care if their 

clothes once belonged to an older 

cousin, or if their seat in the deuce 

coupe was the trunk. Actually I feel 

sorry for today’s pampered children, propped in front 

of television screens all afternoon, fiddling with their 

smart phones into the evening, missing what ought to 

be the great adventures of their young lives. 
 

     A final note:  I haven’t lost my fascination for 

bugs.  We kept a peach beetle as a pet, living in the 

curtain of the living room.  And we captured a Silver 

Lined Gloriosa Beetle in Southeast Arizona one 

summer, a decidedly more bewitching pet.  A friend 

gave us a Texas Beetle, long deceased alas, right out of 

her collection. All three are preserved today in glass 

paperweights. Such is the occasional fate of insect 

friends. 

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
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Introductory Membership 
National Audubon Society 

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter) 
 
  

Individual/Family: One-year—$20  
(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.) 

   

Student Membership—One year—$7 
(Include a copy of your student ID with a check  

payable to FMW Audubon Society.) 
 

Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,  
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

 
 Name  ___________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________                                                                                       

E-Mail Address __________________________ 

Communicating with our members online saves the Earth’s 
resources and much-needed funds. We will e-mail you a link to  
sign up to receive your digital copy of the Skimmer newsletter. 
To receive print copies instead, please check here __. 
  

The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its membership list 
available to carefully selected organizations whose mailings you might f ind 
of interest. To have your name omitted from this list, please check here __ . 

 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society        Chapter E46 
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Corporate Supporters—Armstrong World Industries,  
Ascend Performance Materials and Pfizer 

——————— 

 

Chapter Contacts 
 

President  Susanne Timmons ..... 529-9576 

Vice President  Scott Rathkamp ......... 776-9736                                                                                        

Recording Secretary  Carole Tebay.............. 492-8049  

Corresponding Secretary  Ann Forster ................. 456-4421 

Treasurer  Jim Brady…………….456-5083 

Directors at Large  Mary Jones................. 288-0488  

                                          Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929 

                                          Steve Coster ............... 490-1714  

Membership  Jan Lloyd .................... 453-1660 

Field Trips  Lucy Duncan .............. 932-4792 

Programs  Larry Goodman .......... 433-5135  

Publicity  Brenda Callaway ........ 968-4516 

Fundraising  open 

Conservation  Barbara Albrecht ........ 384-6696  

Center Committee  Jim Brady ................... 456-5083 

Education  Mary Jones................. 288-0488 

Outreach  Scott Rathkamp ......... 776-9736 

Publications  Dana Timmons  .......... 256-505-1143 

   Jere French ................ 932-8796 

                                          Carol Ascherfeld ......... 760-2388 

Web Liaison       Lilian Mauney ............. 934-1929 
 

                        http://www.fmwaudubon.org/    

                             Web Master  Debra Jones           

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 17484 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 

 about 25% postconsumer waste 

                    

   www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

www.FMWAudubon.org 

   

 Field Trip 

   May 12, 2018 (page 2) 

 

 Annual Dinner Meeting  

   May 17, 2018 (page 3)             

Brenda Callaway 

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/

