
For local and visiting birders alike, the Ft. Pickens leg of 

NPS Gulf Islands National Seashore is the premier site for 

spring and fall migration.  In the near, and not so near 

future, two projects dealing with access to birding areas 

are worth our attention. We asked Daniel R. Brown, 

GINS superintendent, to explain them. 
 

Skimmer:  NPS is planning to realign about two miles of Ft. 

Pickens Road. We understand the likely advantage for sea turtle 

nesting, but tell us how this might affect the plant and animal 

communities of the dunes, the dunes themselves, and nesting 

birds that use the area. 
 

DRB:  We are seeking a solution for the continual over-

washing and closures of the Ft. Pickens Road, and are 

considering rerouting a 1.7 mile section closest to the 

Gulf.  I have  walked the realignment area with our 

Florida District Biologist Mark Nicholas and  

Environmental Protection Specialist Jolene Williams. 

The proposed route will run  toward the Bay, and avoid 

most of the dunes.  Once the rerouted section of road is 

in place, the current road will be removed and the 

habitat restored.  Moving the road further from the Gulf 

will provide nesting habitat for sea turtles as well as for 

shorebirds, on the Gulf-side of the road.  
 

Skimmer: What are the dates for starting and completion?   
 

DRB: The planning and the 

Environmental Assessment (EA) will be 

completed by November 2014. After 

final approval we will determine when 

the actual construction will start. I have 

emphasized the sensitivity of shorebird 

nesting and the dates of nesting season to 

the project planners. 

 

Skimmer: Will the existing roadway remain until completion 

of the new route?  Will the beach lot (#22) be eliminated?  
 

DRB: The existing road will remain in operation while 

the newly rerouted road section is under construction. 

Once the rerouted section of road is completed, the 

current section of road that is close to the Gulf will be 

removed and the area restored. Parking lot #22 and its 

two short access roads will be relocated to connect with 

the newly rerouted section of road. The new parking lot 

will be located on the current road surface to take 

advantage of the existing pavement. 
 

Skimmer:  A ferry system from Ft. Pickens to the mainland is 

in the planning stages under NPS’ administration, sometime 

within the next three years. Where will the docks be located?  

How many ferry boats are anticipated?  How often will boats 

run? 
 

DRB:  The Ft. Pickens ferry dock was completed in 

November 2012, a short distance east of the fishing pier.  

The City of Pensacola is responsible for selecting their 

dock location, probably near the Plaza de Luna area. 

Each site is being evaluated to minimize the impacts of 

this new service on existing uses, such as the Port of 

Pensacola and the private marina west of Plaza de Luna. 

There will be two 149 passenger boats operating 

simultaneously, traveling in opposite 

directions on a triangular shaped route, 

with the boarding/destination points 

being downtown Pensacola, Quietwater 

Beach, and Ft. Pickens. Each boat will 

make 3 complete circuits a day, meaning 

each destination will be visited by a ferry 

boat 6 times per day.  

                               (Continued on page 7) 
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Field Trips  

Field trips are open to the public and free of charge, but contributions are 
appreciated. All experience levels are welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a 
spotting scope on birding trips. A camera, sunscreen, insect protection, 
appropriate shoes, hat, water, and snacks or lunch are recommended on all 
trips. Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Duncan at 932-4792 or 
email her at town_point@bellsouth.net. 
 
□ Saturday, July 26. Bay Cliff Preserve in Gulf Breeze. Native Plants. 
James Burkhalter will lead us to this hidden gem within the City of Gulf 
Breeze where habitat slopes from coastal woodland through wetland to the 
sandy shore of Pensacola Bay. The expected highlight is the Ladies’ Eardrop 
Vine, Brunnichia ovata, the largest one known in the area. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at 
the Visitors’ Center parking lot at the northeast end of the Pensacola Bay 
Bridge. An easy walk on the trails at Shoreline Park in GB may follow. Bring a 
picnic lunch and drinks for the morning. We expect to finish by noon. 

□ Saturday, August 30. Blakeley State Park. Native Plants. This little 
known and beautiful park in South Alabama is just north of Spanish Fort. 
James Burkhalter will lead us, anticipating the big leaf magnolia (Magnolia 
macrophylla) and magnificent live oak shaded trails. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the 
Publix parking lot at 9 Mile and Pine Forest Roads. Bring a picnic lunch and 
drinks. We will finish by early afternoon. There is a $3 entrance fee. 
Sunscreen and insect repellant are recommended. 

□ Saturday, September 13. Ft. Pickens Birding for early migrants. 
Join Lucy and Bob Duncan to bird this historical site that hosts thousands of 
Neotropical migrants each year, including some of the rarest species to wander 
into Florida from time to time. You never know what you’ll find here! 
(Wildflowers are abundant as well.) Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Office Depot 
parking lot in Gulf Breeze, across Hwy 98 from the hospital. We will finish by 
noon. Bring your Nat’l Parks Pass or entrance fee. Sunscreen and insect 
repellant are recommended. 

□ Saturday, September 27. Tarkiln Bayou State Park. Native Plants. 
James Burkhalter will lead our search for autumn plants and wildflowers. This 
preserve is home to four species of endangered pitcher plants, as well as other 
unique species. Expect easy walking. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Big Lots parking 
lot on the east side of Navy Blvd. south of U.S. Highway 98. We will finish by 
noon. 

□ Thursday, October 2. Ft. Pickens Birding. Join Lucy and Bob Duncan 
looking for Neotropical migrants and early wintering birds. Meet at 7:30 a.m. 
in the parking lot of the Gulf Breeze Office Depot, across Hwy 98 from the 
hospital. Bring sunscreen, bug repellant, and drinks for the trip. We will finish 
by noon. 

□ Saturday, October 11. Ft. Morgan Birding. We will visit the HBSG 
banding station and find migrants throughout this migrant trap historical site. 
Expect moderate but easy walking, some along the beach. Plan to bring hat, 
sunscreen, insect repellant and a picnic, drinks and snacks for the trip. We 
expect to return by mid-afternoon. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the parking lot of 
Greer’s Cash Saver (formerly Food World) at 4051 Barrancas, just east of 
Navy Blvd. There is a small entrance fee to Ft. Morgan. 

Chapter  Meetings 
 

Pensacola State College, 
7:00pm, Main Campus, 
Baroco Science Center, 

Room 2142,  
unless otherwise noted. 

 Refreshments are provided and guests 
are welcome! 

 
□ August 28, 2014. Mr. Jim Cox 
will present a talk entitled "Ecology 
and Life History of the Brown-
headed Nuthatch: the smallest 
bird on Florida’s Social Registry.”  
Mr. Cox is the Vertebrate Ecology 
Program Director at the Tall Timbers 
Research Station & Land Conservancy. 
 

□ September 25,2014. The speaker 
for our September meeting will be 
announced at a later date on our web 
site, Facebook page, and by email to 
those that have shared their email 
address with us.   
           www.FMWAudubon.org     
 

www.facebook.com/        
FMWAudubonPensacola 

Board of Directors 
Aug 7, Sept 4—The Board meets at 
7:00pm at the First Presbyterian Church, 
33 East Gregory St. Meetings are open to 
the public. Date and location may 
change. Please contact a Board member 
to confirm date, time and location if you 
wish to attend. 

Birdwalk for Beginners  
 

Come to Project Greenshores at the 
western side of the north end of the 
Three Mile Bridge on Saturday, 
September 20, 2014. Join Cheryl 
Bunch at 9:00  until 11:00 in 
identifying the birds that roost on the 
rocky outcroppings. Cheryl will give 
everyone a close-up look on her scope 
of the birds that hang out there.  She 
will share her expert knowledge about 
these birds and you will be amazed at 
what you will learn. Children are 
welcomed and bring your binoculars!  

http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
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 President’s Message 

Make Your Voice Heard Regarding GRASI—We hope that you are staying alert and will visit the sites 
below for additional information and action items.  Please consider writing your government officials to express 
your concerns. 

Review the GRASI -Gulf Regional Airspace Strategic Intitiative-Landscape Initiative 
      http://grasieis.leidoseemg.com/documentation.aspx 
 

See Friends of Florida Forests Facebook page for their efforts to stop Eglin AFB use of Blackwater State Forest, 
YOUR state forest.  
      https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Florida-Forests/676434052424941 
 

See the petition that will go to the governor. 
      https://www.change.org/petitions/governor-rick-scott-reject-the-use-of-blackwater-and-tate-s-hell-state-
forests-for-land-maneuvers-and-other-ground-based-military-training 
 

Read this article by Will Rabb. 
      http://www.progresspromise.com/blog/eglins-plans-for-the-blackwater 
 

Look at the FMWAS Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola, and our 
website www.fmwaudubon.org to see a letter that we are asking our members to send to government officials. 
 

See the video, this could be Blackwater and Tate's Hell  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rguV-qDnhho 

Summer time and the “living is easy,” unless you are 
involved in environmental issues. The old Gershwin song 

reminds me of sitting on the porch drinking iced tea and 
listening to the cicada’s sweet song, but it’s hardly a sweet 

song the Air Force is singing to us, in planning to use the 
Blackwater River State  Forest for military training 
maneuvers.  The Air Force has asked the public for 

comments to their environmental assessment plan.  
Respective of our own three year environmental 

assessment survey of the forest, we feel well qualified to  
present our thoughts for protection of this precious 
resource and its wildlife—particularly its birds.  

     When Peggy Baker and her team took on the project of 
surveying the bird population and diversity within the 

Blackwater State Forest, their goal included providing 
information on bird life, to be used by Forest Service 
personnel as an aid to land use management practices. The 

use of the forest by a large number of bird species for 
nesting as well as a stopover during migration has now 
been documented. Included are species of concern both 

on the federal and state endangered lists.  We are opposed 
to any activity in the forest that would negatively impact 

bird life or other wildlife within the forest. The GRASI 
environmental assessment plan has been published and the 
comment period is over. We must now focus our 

attention on county, state and federal agencies that have 
the power and responsibility for protecting the forest.  

You will find a letter on our website, 
www.fmwaudubon.org  prepared by your chapter leaders 

that addresses our concerns for the forest. We urge you to 
contact your state and federal representatives with your 

own thoughts regarding this issue, and use this letter if 
you find it helpful. See the additional information below. 
     Summertime also means that a new fiscal year for 

Audubon has begun, and your Board of Directors is 
seeking help with committee work. We are always in the 

recruitment mode and this year we have vacancies in two 
committees: Membership and Education. The 
Membership Committee provides information and 

assistance in welcoming new members to our chapter.  
The Education Committee has the responsibility for 

providing local classrooms with environmental materials, 
including Audubon Adventures publications, as well as 
assisting efforts to involve our local school children in 

visiting the Roy Hyatt Environmental Center.  Please 
contact me if you would like to help on one of these 
committees.  

     Exciting field trips, bird walks, wild flower walks and 
chapter meetings are beginning soon and we have  

activities for everyone’s interest. Here is my invitation to 
come join us. Visit our website, www.fmwaudubon.org 
or our Facebook page, and you can also find us at 

MeetUp.com for further reminders.  Now all we need is 
you!                                                Dana Timmons 

http://grasieis.leidoseemg.com/documentation.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Friends-of-Florida-Forests/676434052424941
https://www.change.org/petitions/governor-rick-scott-reject-the-use-of-blackwater-and-tate-s-hell-state-forests-for-land-maneuvers-and-other-ground-based-military-training
https://www.change.org/petitions/governor-rick-scott-reject-the-use-of-blackwater-and-tate-s-hell-state-forests-for-land-maneuvers-and-other-ground-based-military-training
http://www.progresspromise.com/blog/eglins-plans-for-the-blackwater
https://www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola
http://www.fmwaudubon.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rguV-qDnhho
http://www.fmwaudubon.org
http://www.fmwaudubon.org


April’s birding can only be 

described as ‘terrific’ as a series of 

cold fronts or upper level lows and 

attendant squall lines passed through 

our area just as birds were migrating 

north across the Gulf. Rain, the key 

ingredient causing spring fallouts, was abundant, to put it 

mildly. Migrant traps were “loaded” with birds for those 

birders who got out to the traps. Unfortunately, Ft. Pickens 

road was closed during at least one “event” but Shoreline 

Park in  Gulf Breeze (try the new paved nature trail!), Ft. 

Morgan and Dauphin Island had plenty to offer. Fallouts 

occurred on April 7, 15, 23 and 30th and birds lingered for 

days thereafter. Some fallouts can be devastating to birds 

when strong north winds and rain exhaust their fat reserves 

and cause casualties. Whether birds had a really tough time 

or not can be determined by their behavior once they reach 

land. Stressed birds can be approached closely or be seen 

exhausted on the ground. This did not appear to be the case 

with these fallouts as we observed birds actively feeding 

after each event. So the fallouts were very good for birders 

and not too bad for the birds, the best of both worlds. The 

Duncans ran their Birdathon at Dauphin Island the day after 

the 15 April fallout and got the “leftovers,” 40 Neotropical 

migrants including 17 warbler species. Not bad! 

     March 16 proved to be the best “gulling” day ever for the 

Duncans when they tallied Glaucous*, Lesser Black-

backed*, Great Black-backed*, California*, 

Iceland*, Herring, Ring-billed, Laughing and 

Bonaparte’s Gulls at Ft. Pickens! Larry Goodman had a 

Lesser Black-backed* there 21 Mar. A Painted 

Bunting graced Angela Crenshaw’s yard in Gulf Breeze 22 

Mar. An American Oystercatcher at Ft. Pickens 23 

March was a good find (Larry Goodman). Occurring with 

increasing frequency locally, Black-bellied Whistling-

Ducks were found 31 March & 26 May at Taminco 

Sanctuary (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow). 

     April started with a sensational bird found by 

Daniel Stangeland and Sally Chisholm (photos) at Ft. 

Pickens 5 April, a Townsend’s Warbler,* a bird 

from the Pacific Northwest and only the 2nd local 

record!  A Blackpoll Warbler* 7 April at 

Taminco was earliest ever by 2 days (Les Kelly). 

Jerry Callaway’s Lesser Nighthawk* at Ft. 

Pickens 15 April was a good find and another western 

species. A Pacific Loon* spotted by the Gourmet Birders 

at Ft. Pickens 16 April was another rare find (Merilu Rose 

et al.). Rare in spring, Black-billed Cuckoos made a 

good showing with 5 reports. Three Yellow-headed 

Blackbirds at the Forster’s house in west Pensacola 26 

April must have been impressive (Betsy Tetlow, Jim Brady, 

Ann & Dan Forster). Very rare locally, a Hairy 

Woodpecker* at IP Wetlands 24 May was a good find 

(Jerry Callaway). Willets are rare nesting species locally, 

so a bird on nest with 2 eggs at Opal Beach 28 May was 

encouraging (Lucy Duncan). Rare spring invader from the 

tropics, the Duncans spotted a Shiny Cowbird* at their 

residence in Gulf Breeze on 21 May. 

     Among the Neotropical migrants arriving 23 April were 

5 Red-headed Woodpeckers that I observed in my 

migrant trap neighborhood in Gulf Breeze. The mystery 

continues.  Red-headed Woodpeckers do not occur in 

Central America, Cuba and the West Indies, yet they are 

frequently seen among the migrants coming in to the NW 

Florida and Alabama coasts in fallouts. I have seen them 

flying in from over the Gulf on some of these occasions. 

What is their origin? Such an obvious species should be quite 

detectable in Yucatan or Cuba, yet there are no records 

from there. Possibly, their Springtime origin might be birds 

wintering in peninsula Florida returning to nesting grounds, 

or perhaps returning along the coast and island hopping 

from winter sojourns in Texas and coastal Louisiana. 

     Gray Kingbirds* are once again nesting between the 

boat launch/Hampton Inn location at the foot of the 

Pensacola Bay bridge in Gulf Breeze. They are quite visible 

on exposed perches and their vocal trills are easily 

detectable. This tropical species reaches its northernmost 

limit at the Mississippi barrier islands, with occasional 

sightings along the Louisiana coast. In the past they have also 

nested at Ft. Pickens, downtown Pensacola and in the 

Gulf Breeze Live Oak Shopping Center parking lot, 

across from the hospital. 
 

     The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy 

birds. If you have something to report, please call 

Lucy or Bob Duncan at 932-4792. Species with 

asterisks require documentation so that they may 

become part of the ornithological record.  

                       Bob Duncan 
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On a recent walk I realized just how much birding 

has changed my life and opened up my eyes, my 

ears and my world. It was a typical late winter 

morning and I was heading out for an exercise walk. I 

left my binoculars home because I wanted to keep 

walking at a pace that would offset that nightly bowl 

of ice cream. I was wrong.  

     It began with the squeaky peep of a downy 

woodpecker, then the rattle of a red-bellied 

woodpecker, and the harsh, almost laughing 

rattle of the pileated woodpecker. “Hmm,” I 

thought, “the woodpeckers seem to be calling 

roll this morning.” As I walked I spotted robins 

and cardinals tormenting a mockingbird—a 

sight that did my soul good since mockingbirds 

had tormented me while photographing vagrants at Ft. 

Pickens. My shins burned on yet another hill ascent, 

and I looked to the heavens for motivation, spotting 

gulls, noticing several larger, darker gulls in with the 

hordes of laughing gulls, and decided they were 

probably herring gulls.  As I continued my ascent the 

normally quiet gulls began calling excitedly. I 

recognized laughing gulls, but what was that other 

call? That didn’t sound like anything I’d heard before! 

Was it a rare gull? Or a rare call? Would I remember 

it long enough to get home and do some research? 

     But I’d made it up the hill and was now halfway 

down the other side! The bluebirds were singing their 

happy song, cheering me in my efforts, and a flock of 

cedar waxwings called out their congratulations 

as they flew over. My spirits were soaring with 

them and I was halfway through my walk.   

     It continued like this, noticing first one bird, 

then another, usually by call, but sometimes by 

behavior or shape or size. For seasoned birders 

and birders who do their homework, this 

probably wouldn’t have been a big surprise, but 

I am neither of those. I don’t study bird books, but I 

do like to spend time outdoors and I’m around a lot of 

really good birders most weekends.  But sometimes I 

just walk, without camera or binoculars, and listen 

and watch—and discover the world around me. I was 

living in such a limited world before.               

                                                           Brenda Callaway 

 

Since we had such a great trip to the 

Mexican state of Baja Sur in 

November, we decided to go back in 

a different season. Our group was Jan 

Lloyd, Gary Breece, and the Forsters 

led by Michael Carmody of Legacy 
Tours. A June date worked for us and 

even though it is hotter, drier, and 

less birdy the scenery is still spectacular. There is a spine 

of dramatic rugged volcanic mountains running the length 

of the Baja. The peninsula is narrow enough that there are 

breath-taking views of the Pacific on the west slope and of 

the Sea of Cortez on the east slope. For our botanizing 

friends, the plant life is fascinating. Superficially it looks 

like Arizona but closer inspection shows plants that have 

evolved into unique Baja species. One of the main reasons 

for a summer trip is that the Sea of Cortez hosts many 
pelagic birds … storm-petrels, shearwaters, boobies, 

tropicbirds, skuas and the like. You need only hire an 

open outboard motorboat because the sea is not rough. 

Our guide made a slurry of cooking oil, tuna, dead fish, 

and popcorn and dumped it out. In a few minutes the 

hoped-for birds materialized and danced along the surface 

nibbling on popcorn. This was punctuated with the 

occasional leaping manta ray, a fish-eating sea lion, and 

several flying fish. 

     Our most challenging adventure was a hike into the 

high sierra to look for the endemic races of several high 

altitude species. The southern part of the long, long Baja 

Peninsula is almost as isolated as an oceanic island. At 

some point many of these birds will be elevated to full 

species status. After that we spent time on the Vizcaino 

Desert to see some specialties that have already achieved 

species-hood such as Bell’s Sparrow. The best bonus was 

that we saw all six owls which occur on Baja. That may 

have been a clean sweep. 

     Our November Baja trip was one of Dan’s greatest 

photography successes. Not only did he get excellent 

photos of second or third records of out-of-place eastern 

warblers, he took a documenting photo of the first ever 

Evening Grosbeak for the whole Baja. On our June trip, 

he documented the first nesting record of the Great-

tailed Grackle for Baja Sur with an up-close photo of a 
female feeding a baby.  

     If you like deserts, you will love Baja. 

TRIPPING to Baja                       Ann  Forster 
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Summer Opportunities 
We start our seasonal birding field trips in September, 
having dispensed with planned birding trips during the 
summer. So, this is a good time to observe local 
breeding birds. Since the birds around our homes and 
parks are residents, we can become adept at identifying 
their calls and songs if we’re willing to greet an early 
morning! Which bird calls “Cheer, cheer, wha-cheer?” 
or which one sings different phrases and stops, sings and 
stops over and over again?  What is the Northern 
Cardinal so cheerful about? Is the Brown Thrasher 
awaiting applause? 
     Meanwhile, the variety of blooming and fruiting 
summer plants entices botanizing through several richly 
biodiverse habitats in the summer months. You’ll find 
yourself walking a Meditation Trail, a hidden city 
preserve, and little known state parks in Alabama and 
Florida. Join us for these adventures!  See page 2. 

Birdathon 2014 Results 
The 2014 Birdathon was a success.  
Compared to the last two years, we had 
more individuals involved–over 45 versus 
30 in the past. There were eight teams this 
year.  F. M. Weston Audubon received 

over $3,380 which is just a few dollars under last year’s 
achievement.  As announced at the May meeting, the 
highest species count was 125 from the Duncan Birding 
Machine – Bob and Lucy Duncan.  The Team that raised 
the most money was Jim Brady’s Team. The largest team 
was one led by Peggy Baker with 25 individuals. I am 
looking forward to next April’s Birdathon.    
                                                                       Les Kelly 

Whazzat? Coming home down US 98 this afternoon I 
noticed a car pulling to a stop on a side street, a lady 
getting out and walking over to something in the road 
by her front wheels.  She stooped over and picked up a 
large box turtle, carrying it to an 
open grassy area nearby.  I managed 
to observe this scene while passing, 
and wanted to wave or honk, or give 
her a thumbs-up or something but it 
was US 98 and I had an impatient car on my rear as was.  
People doing the right thing.  It brought to mind this 
morning’s  Cryptoquote, from Eddie Cantor: Slow down 
and enjoy life, it’s not only the scenery you miss by going too 
fast—you also miss the sense of where you are going and why. 
     When I got home I went out to the garden to watch 
the baby Cardinals practicing their flying lessons. JF 

Congratulations to Scot Duncan, author of Southern 
Wonder, Alabama’s Surprising Biodiversity, for 
winning the prestigious Reed Environmental Writing 
Award for 2014! The Southern Environmental Law 
Center (SELC) created this award to enhance public 
awareness of the value, and the vulnerability, of the 
South's natural heritage. The award serves to recognize 
and encourage writers who most effectively tell the stories 
about the South's environment. The award is named for 
SELC founding trustee Phil Reed, a talented attorney and 
committed environmental advocate who deeply believed 
in the power of writing to change hearts and minds.  
     “In the long, proud tradition of southern literature, 
writers have often drawn on the region's unique natural 
heritage for inspiration and insight—from the haunting 
cypress swamps of Georgia, to the tall mountains of 
western North Carolina, to the rolling fields of the 
Virginia piedmont. As the South grows and changes, 
southern writers are increasingly exploring the 
relationship between nature and man. SELC's Reed 
Environmental Writing Award honors these storytellers 
who capture in words our landscapes and traditions in 
transition. The Reed Environmental Writing Award is 
given annually for published works in two categories,  
Non-fiction Book and Journalism, and is judged by some 
of the top environmental writers, journalists and activists 
of our time.” (SELC website) 
     Scot is the son of Bob and Lucy Duncan, and was our 
guest speaker for the May membership banquet.  

A summer morning in the garden and the orchestra is 

tuning up.  A redbird leads a passionato.  The wren’s 

allegro trill stirs her youngsters into action.  Now comes a 

thunderous fortissimo from Westside Story, “when you’re a 

jay you’re a jay all the way,” and from the pine a 

redbelly’s answering tremolo.   I drink my coffee, settling 

in for the overture.  A blue-tailed skink skits underfoot.  

The neighborhood is rousing itself, getting about the 

business of the day, with a dove’s quiescent reminding.  JF 
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I reached down to grab hold of the interloper, the villain 
that had had the temerity, the gall to proliferate in my 
garden: Smilax, aka greenbrier, the hated climber that has 
clambered through my yaupon, coiled itself around my 
gardenias, strangled my wax myrtle, boldly thrust itself 
into my garden while surreptitiously clawing its way ever 
upward, sending vile tentacles in multiple invasions, to 
creep in furtive conquest. Beastly thing!   reach down to 
grab hold of it, wrapping its thorny stem around my hand 
for greater leverage. 
     It bites me!  Yikes, the many vicious thorns growing 
malevolently from its hardy, wire-like stalk dig into my 
wrist and index finger, blood dripping to the ground.  The 
damnable thing has sunk its fangs into me like a 
viper!  This is not the Amazon, this is Gulf Breeze, 
my garden, my property, my piece of the earth, and 
I could not countenance such an odious, 
unwelcome interloper!  This smilax is an invader, 
isn’t it?  Well isn’t it?  
     I put my wounded finger in my mouth and 
stared at the transgressor.  ‘How is it that you 
have the effrontery to injure me?  And just how did 
you come to be here anyway?  This is my piece of the 
earth, my land.  I gave you no right to be here.  Why did 
you bite me?  Cursed intruder!  Invasive species! You have 
no rights here, on my land!’ 
     Then, while nursing my finger and my indignation, the 
creature seems to answer me.  ‘Your land?  Me, an 
invasive species?  I’m native!  My forebears have been here 
for eons.  You come hither with your misplaced authority, 
your power of the pen, you’re the intruder!  You, arrogant 
assaulter with your host of ill-adapted aliens, your azaleas 

and crape myrtles, your day lilies, your herbicides, and 
your insipid, incongruous sod—and call me an invader!  
You simpering, sanctimonious, suburbanite snob, you 
human! You’re the buttinski!  And of course I bit you!  I have 
to defend myself.  Nature gave me this land, of which you, 
in your fascist arrogance, attempt to disenfranchise me!’ 
     I sit down on the pine straw path to think this over, 
wiping the sweat from my forehead, my wounded hand 
now wrapped in my handkerchief.  Maybe the sun’s gotten 
to me.  Maybe Kafka, or I’m a little light headed from 
ripping out such intolerable infestations.  Well I am, after 
all, the granger here, the overseer, the seignior.  I stare at 
the creature. ‘Look here now, it’s my decision who stays—
and which of you get the heave-ho.’ 

     ‘Ah, just what the fuehrer himself would 
have said. And that’s what you want to be, the 
one who chooses?  Then tell me, mister 
decider, where’s your authority to determine 
who stays—and who gets yanked out?  Who 
gave you such sanction over life and death?  
Who made you God?’ 
     The heat’s making me dizzy.  I need to go 

inside, into the artificially cool world, where obnoxious 
plants do not question my authority.  I mean, one simply 
can’t leave it all to Gaea.  Nature red in tooth and claw, and all 
that?  I’ll go inside and sit down, drink a cold glass of 
water.  Maybe that will help to clear my head.  I am surely 
in charge of this patch.  Surely.  Now where did I put that 
title?       
 

Note: There are some 300 species of greenbrier in 
Southeastern U.S. The most common locally is Smilax 
bonanox: (the‘nocturnal wood nymph’). 

 Skimming —The Invader                                                         Jere French 

Pearson Scott  
Foresman 

Birding Ft. Pickens, continued from page 1.  
 

The operator will also provide a third boat during peak 
times such as Blue Angels weekend. The ferry service will 

operate daily between mid-May and mid-August, and on 
weekends from March to mid-May and from  
mid-August through October. 
 

Skimmer: Will NPS also provide a tram system for getting 
birders and other visitors from the docking station to birding 

locales (Battery Worth, Battery Langdon) and beach drop-off 
areas? 
 

DRB:  The NPS will establish a solar-powered electric 
tram system to transport ferry passengers and other Ft. 

Pickens visitors around the Ft. Pickens historic district. 

The trams will run whenever the ferry is in operation.  
There will be no additional charge for the trams. Park 

entrance fees will also be waived for ferry passengers to 
further encourage ferry ridership. One of the advantages 

of having the ferry operator provide a third boat, is that it 
can also be used to provide additional services that are 

outside of the scope of serving the National Seashore. 
Examples might include evening dinner cruises on the 
Bay, fireworks cruises on July 4th, or evening cruise 

packages from Pensacola Beach to Pensacola for Blue 
Wahoos games or other evening cultural activities. 
 

Skimmer: Is there an approximate date for commencement? 
 

DRB: The ferry service is planned to start in March 
2017.   



 

     
    Chapter Meetings 
      Aug 28, Sep 25 
 
          Field Trips 
       Jul 26, Aug 30, 
         Sep 13 & 27,  
         Oct 2 and 11 
 
           Bird Walk 
             Sep 20       
 

             Details on page 2 
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Introductory Membership 
National Audubon Society 

(includes Audubon Florida and our local chapter) 
  

Individual/Family: One-year —$20  
(Make checks payable to the National Audubon Society.) 

 

 Student Membership—local chapter only 
One year—$7.00 

(Include a copy of your student ID with a check  
payable to FMW Audubon Society.) 

 
 

Mail to the Francis M. Weston Audubon Society,  
PO Box 17484, Pensacola, FL 32522. 

 
 Name  ___________________________________ 

Address  _________________________________ 

City ____________________State ___ Zip ______ 

Phone ________________                                                                                       

E-Mail Address __________________________   

 

 

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society Chapter C4ZE460Z 
  

   The National Audubon Society occasionally makes its member-
ship list available to carefully selected organizations whose mail-
ings you might find of interest.  To have your name omitted from 
this list, please check here.  ___ 
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Corporate Supporters—Armstrong World Industries,  
Ascend Performance Materials and Pfizer 

——————— 

Chapter Contacts 
Presidents’ Council    Dana Timmons......... 934-4521  

                                            Peggy Baker ............. 983-1482 

                                            Jim Brady.................. 456-5083 

                                            Annelise Reunert ...... 313-1671 

Recording Secretary    Carole Tebay ........... 623-3642 

Corresponding Secretary    Ann Forster ............... 456-4421 

Treasurer    Jim Brady…………...456-5083 

Directors at Large    Lucy Duncan ............ 932-4792 

                                            Cindy Guttman ......... 292-3648  

                                            open                                 

Membership    open 

Field Trips    Lucy Duncan ............ 932-4792 

Programs    Larry Goodman ........ 433-5135  

Publicity    Brenda Callaway ...... 968-4516 

Fundraising    Jan Lloyd .................. 453-1660 

Conservation    Barbara Albrecht ...... 384-6696  

Center Committee    Jim Brady ................. 456-5083 

Education    open 

Outreach    Peggy Baker ............ 564-1482 

Skimmer Co-Editors    Jere French .............. 932-8796 

    Sue Timmons ........... 934-4521 

Web Liaison                        Cheryl Bunch ............ 572-5669  

                                                                bunchc@cox.net      

                        http://www.fmwaudubon.org/   
                             Web Master  Debra Jones           

Francis M. Weston Audubon Society 
P. O. Box 17484 
Pensacola, Florida 32522 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 about 25% postconsumer waste 

             www.FMWAudubon.org     
 
www.facebook.com/FMWAudubonPensacola 

Townsend’s Warbler, 
Sally Chisholm 
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