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Wh at Hooked You on Birdi ng|?

oOwl&Was my qui ck r epl y sandduheoe St.dsecge pland wad/a saght | will alway

made you a serious, de drenember \dewing arwebsite that followed a pair of Bar
| was just a beginning birder when | was invited witis raising their family, from egg laying to fledging,

three other beginners to attend a field trip to a rookdayigkame more about owl behavior than | had ever ob

Greenville, Alabama. At the end of the day, the leadere r v e d . Il was even privil
asked I f we wsaimtedmyt 9r aqgigo Poevmin eanbyi. ks as t hey beg
s een @bhappily jeined him andthier ladies on a But there is one owl that still eludes me. Ever since |
birding adventure. read the book, 0o0Owl Mo ono
The night was very dark when we arrived at the faramtgd to go north in the winter to see the Great Gray
our | eaderds friend. WeOwile.r eAmgd viedm i mrsd paircad ,0o nvgi
and to hold onto the person in line in frontof us. Asaurd my down | ac k éeggyBbkerh av

I eader' whi sper ed, '(‘)f ol Il gy me! éFiV‘éeManSS',I?nﬁenin&ra%lgbir& hat
only a flashlight to see by. So in good faith we stepReehiing was on my first field trip with our chapter. Spring
cautiously onto a narrow path, into a black wall of dgp$g)13 | was taking my first class at the University of
woods. As we acquired our night eyes, the-thk@mond-|riga Milton camfiugildlife of Florida. This class had
stars gave us the abiligdapcdhboRenttdt hicth IMad toMmE8mofz8 th&ordr,
had begun, and most of us were a bit intimidated by.g4al} and scientific name of 10 animals per class, first

very unfamiliar surroundings. mammals, then reptiles and finally birds. While | was on
When we reached a little clearing, the leaderturmnedyoff pi v d unit | thou ght él

the flashlight which made the stars even bhightee. e to go out and just look at birds just for fun, (at that

began to vocalize the cgihilnha®revethBafd offd Addibéh sty or even
for you?o6 In a few minugiesyg Wt dHil rpdw)d_ sd g ndi gy
whi spered, oThere they @redd ilnp cpdd d9dd| sF €ard tN
she pointed to the top of a tall pine the owls began Bgjlaway and she told me about their next trip. The field
reply. Our leader tumed on his light and spotted theigW(3as at Fort Morgan. When | arrived | followed Lucy
And they were mad! The pair sat side by side, puffeg yi-ih who was leading the group. She showed us the
triple size, leaning forward on every call. This animaigfying station then we went around to look for birds. A
pair was intent on getting an intruding owl out of _ soon as we %ot to a clearing | saw my first Summ

their territory. Ou § Tenadt e theh anfIndi§o!BEnfing, & PrdthohotaR)
we all stopped breathing as we watched th Warbler. Oh my God, all the birds | saw on the
regaining control of their domain. And we  / screen in class were right there in front of me!
so excited we giggled and whispered all t L “\\ Unbelievable! It was an amazing experience | will
back to the car. I think every one of us beg} ! 9l never forget. Four years later, | keep adding to m:
birders was captured that night. | sure v S8 g life bird list, but there is one particular bird | would
Since that bewitching encounter, | ha "~ like to add, the California Condor, it is critically
many memorable experiences that have 4 endangered, | want it ta Baccessful recovery
endeared owls to me. Seeing a Snowy ' story just like the Bald Eagle. Lilian Mauney




Fi el d Tr i P Shistoricsite. There is a modest entrance fee. Bring

_ _ _ sunscreen, water, insect repellant, sun hat and a picni
Field trips are open to the public and free of chargg RUk or snackdeet at:30ami. n t he Gr e e

contributions are appreciated. All experience levelsgyger Grocepgrking lot @051 Barrancas Ave.,

welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting seope pRHlacojast east of Navy Bl will finish by early
screen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, Wat@knoon.

and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips'f@&ﬁ?day October 14 Ft. Pickens Meet a7:30

refrain from wea_ring scz_ented cologne, perfum(_as Or&“ﬂn the large parking lot across from West Beach a
shave on field trips. It @;tracts from.the experenceyi. onirance to Ft. PickBhis is just west of the pink
nature, and some participants are highly sensitive Bl Beach Club Condos at 1390 Ft. Pickens Road,

Carpooling is enco.uraged. Que§tions? Call Lucy DRt cola Beawmiel Stangeland will lead this trip to
at 9321792 or email het@tn_point@bellsouth.net one of the prime migrant birding sites on the northern

I Saturday, September 9Ft. Walton. Lucy & Bob ~ Gulf Coast. His enthusiasm is contagious! Bring water
Duncan will lead the group to impoundments in theifgect repellant, sun hat, picnic lunch or snacks
Walton area looking for shorebirds and early migraf@ptional). We will finishrimon. Bring your National
songbirdsf you own a spotting scope, be sure to briRgrks pass if you have one, otherwise there is an

it. We hope to see Blaelied Plovers in breeding ~ entrance fee per car of $15.

plumage, and possibly Pectoral ahceBsiféd .

Sandpipers. Also with luck, we might see Upland Bird W al ks
Sandpipers, Blamicked Stilts and several speciesofl N€se short bird wal ks a
opeeps. 6 Expect easy Wabl'kridne%r..S Ow¢ ntptl.oa il .htﬁcypwg]a:!etl dy |
restaurant. Meef7a80 a.min the Office Depot ever been Turious about this activity or just enjoy the

King lot ; the hospital in Gulf B birds in your backyard, come join us to learn about our
parking [ot across from the hospialin LUl Bre€ze 5 03 pirds. Families with children are welcome.
(1155Gulf Breeze Parkwalyg plan to return by mid  Remember to bring your binoculars and bottled

afternoon. water. For details, call Scott Rathkanmy®,7866

Late September and early October are typically th& Saturday, September 16, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.

height of fall warbler migration in Northwest ~ SW Greenways Nature Trail

Florida. Please join us on one of these field trips t hhe thGree;néNays tgill. runs altc?]nngoneistreekb "
the finest birding sites around! eadwater of Bayou Chico), in the forested area behi

the Warrington campus of Pensacola State College, s
T Tuesday September 26Ft Pickens Meet of US98, west of Navy Blvd. This is a new bird walk
at7:30 a.min the large parking lot across from Westareéa for us. We will walk the boardwalk and see what
Beach at the entrance to Ft. Pitkéis just west of birds live or migrate through these woods. From

the pink Palm Beach Club Condos at 1390 Ft. Pick%ﬁgsawla go west on US98 to Warrington where Nav

Road on Pensacola Beach. The Duncans will lead Ivd heads south and 98 turns west. Continue west or
' u 508 to the first traffic |i%?t in front of the PSC campu:
I

trip through the ohot s{fkiSalinelightinto B Webt ddikinGlot &bl ©
local site. Brisginscreen, water, insect repellant, suyrgceed to the far right corner of the lot. Bring bottled
hat and a picnic lunch or snacks. We will fioisih. by water, some mosquito spray and binoculars if you hav
Be sure to bring your National Parks pass if you hastt&em. Dana Timmons will lead our walk.

one, otherwise there is an entrance fee per car of %%aturday October 21. 9:00 to 11:00 a.m
| Thursday, October 5 Ft. Morgan AL Lucy & Save the date We will post location and details on our

Bob will T ead the gr oupwebsite artlFgebsok whenpRns Bré fhdlizedn i g 1
along the northern Gulf Coast. Fall migration can be

spectacular if the weather hits just right. Regardless,

expect migrants and shorebirds as we explorethis www. f acebook. com/ FMWAudubo
2

www. FMWAudubon. org
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ChapterMeetings

Our monthly chapter program meetings are hel

7:00 p.m.room 2142, the Baroco Science Ce
(Bldg. 21 ), Pensacola State College, 21 Airp
Blvd, Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwise
noted.The meeting room is located across the

breezeway from the planetaReifneshments ar¢

provided. Guests are welcome!

I August 24, 2017Mr. Rob Holbrook will

presentatalkentittedtHi st or y, Ar
Conservation: The Story of the Federal Duck
St a nRwob i a Wildlife Biologist with the U.
Fish and Wildlife Service. He earned his M.S

Louisiana State University where he studiedfhe e x per i enced

ecology of breeding Mottled Ducks. Rob has
on waterfowl research and conservation issu¢
the United States and Canada and has helpe
manage a mudtganization partnership across
southeastern states.

I September 28, 201Dr. Philip Darby will
present a talk entittedd WF 6 s Newl y
Regi onal Avi @rMarbyassat p
Professor in the Department of Biology at the|
University of West Florida, with a Ph.D. from
University of Florida in Wildlife Ecolo@015,
he completed a tweek course in migratory bir
ecology hosted by the Smithsonian, and he d
a UWF course in Avian Science focusing on
guantitative aspects of bird study.

I October 26, 2017Mr. Bruce Purdy will
present a talk eBird, the computer program th
revolutionized how birders report and access
information on birds. Bruce traveled all over t
world as a pilot in the USAF and for Biraucif.

invited a birding friend on a trip and got hooks
birding with hinin 2008, he became the eBird
reviewer for the Bahamas and later the Turks
Caicodn 2012, he was asked to be the reviev
the western Florida panhandle.

Presi@e Mk s s agl|e

at

nterHappy New Year!! Our 2017/2018 year begins with
prt our first meeting August 24th. | hope you plan to join
us! We still meet at 7:00 p.m., in the Baroco Science
Center at Pensacola State College.

In preparation for our new year, the Board of
Directors recently met for a day long planning sessiot
We now have 9 months of programs, field trips, bird

. walksphird classes and more lined up for you.

Our theme this year i s
5. Expl or e, Enjoy & Respect
frommportant thing is to get out there! Nature must be
personal l yé
vorligzpreciation follows the experience. To protect and
bS amepect is then a natural inclination towards things we
d tolove and appreciate. The first step is to get out there!

Six We have also decided tc
Each year the Board will choose a bird species for us
study. Fun facts and photos will be presented about c

Ebird thraughouttihe yeqr. The criteria for a Bird of the

r i Year is somewhat flexible, but it has to have local

significance. Our first bird of the year is, of course oul

the mascot, the BLACK SKIMMER! We all know that
skimmers come here in the spring to breed. Have yo

d ever wondered where they are the rest of the year? |

D

eveltigtime next year, you will know all your Black

Skimmer facts!

Thank you for keeping up with us by reading this
Skimmer. We hope to see more folks become active
our chapter. We need you! Volunteer needs will soon
be posted on our website and Facebook page. If you
see something interesting, give it a try. For more
I nformation, dondt hesi't

Board members.
pd on

at

ne

Susanne

&

d Board Meetingsi Aug 3, Sep 7, Oct 5 at
er

OI'7:00p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church, 33
Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are opent

East

&)

members. Date and location may change. Plgase

Il nformati on about ac
Chapter, Nati ve Pl an
http://1longleafpin

fian
age 8.

t : detail t
Nt e

| £ Offiger/Copimitiee gontact informajion is on



http://longleafpine.fnpschapters.org/

Y FIELD NOTES Bob Dunce

Birders from east Texas to NW Breeze-23 May (Bob, Lucy & Will Duncan, Cathy &
Florida were in general agree  Michael Brower, photo, Blair & Shaner Crooke). A
ment that spring migration this  rareBlack-billed Cuckoo* was in Molino 10 May

year was lackluster. Multiple fac (John Yuhasz). One or iRaxfic Loons*were

tors were involved. Unsettled spotted between Gulf Breeze and Ft. Pickers 15 May
weather in the southern Gulf and 21 June (Bob, Lucy & Scot Duncan, etallpwh
Yucatan hindered northward movements during thebellied Sapsuckerl7 May photographed in Gulf

peak time for migrants to depart. Then, when migraBteeze was very late leaving the area (Michael

were aloft and en route, generally SE or light windsBrower)Magnificent Frigatebirdstoo numerous
assisted them to fly inland over the coast. And thirdto list were prevalent throughout the season. A male
rain, the main ingredient for a fallout, was not preseBiack ScoterF was present at GINS from 24.May
April 27th was the best day of spring as birds launchade (Michael & Cathy Brower, photos) constituting
the previous night and encountered only light windghe first May and June records locally.

the northern Gulf. With an approaching squall line in  June got off to a terrific start and it only got better
SE LA, they put down in our area, even though squadishe month progressed. Jim Brady (photo) had the
did not arrive here. Alas, just when we thoughtwe s t a t |da ®ovd*in his east Pensacola yard 3
would have to wait until fall for birding fun, along  Jun. We have cornered the market on the species as
comes June, wonderful surprises and big time birdiafithe 4 records have been in our area. Thisis not su

excitement. Read on. prising as they have been expanding theirtrange east
TwelveMarbled Godwits were a nice find at ward from LA. THeed-billed Tropicbird* that
Dawenport Bayou 23 Apr (Ann Forst€awva appeared in March continued its appearances at Sho
Swallow* at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 24 Apr whse Park in Gulf Breeze until 19 June, thrilling birders
great as wellRgrple Gallinuleswith 4 downy from all over the nation. Lucy and | usually went there
young (Les Kelly, Bruce Furlow, Larry Goodman). around 3 p.m. to watch the show as the bird was fairl
Rare in our aréackcissels*were found at Ft. regular around that time. | began a head count 24 Me

Pickens on 28 Apr and 1 May (Andrew Holzinger, and 257 birders had come from all over. A conservati
Jerry & Brenda Callaway).rAo pi ¢ al / Co u estin@te for the whole period was about 400 birders!
Kingbird* perched beside the new road at Ft. PickeFtss elegant bird certainly put our area on the birding
1 May was the 12th local record (Bob & Lucy Duncamgp! To add to the excitemdegdgooted

Birders should take it slowly when passing what weBradby* decided to hang around the fishing pier at

t hat oLand bet ween t he PemsdaaaBéachavwhere itgot hamdows. @ned Jun é
vagrants to stop temporarily during migration. Fast photgraphed by Kelly Fair and word got around to the
becomi ng oBlack-ballied\ghistbng r d sbjrding community. It was seen by many observers b
Duckswere reported from 4 locations. Davenport was hooked by a fisherman and taken to the Wildlife

Bayou hosted Aerican Avocets23 Apr (Ann Sanctuary of NW FL on 11 Jun where it died. It will b
Forster et al.) and 6 were at Opal Beach 5 May  a valuable specimen at the Florida Museum of Natur:
(Michael & Cathy Brower). History, a third area record. While looking

May had great birds, starting with ¢
Brewer 6 s BMayinRdre (ke
Kelly), a first May record. A venRiaby-
crowned Kinglet was at Eastman/Tam
Sanctuary 8 May (Les Kelly, Bruce Fu
Larry Goodmarnnga T
Dove* was in a gated community in Gun

for the booby, Lucy Duncan spotted two
very rare adiBrown Boobies*7 June

and Colette Micalle (photo) et al. saw a very
rareSooty Shearwater’on 8 June. Marcy

Mc G a Mark-éysd Juncoin west
sPer3acala 9 Jun establishetraa kte

date by 38 days!Continued on next page (5).




Tripping to the Bosque Ann Folr s

Picked up one of those Fifty Places to go Birding Befaisit refuges, the driving routes are around the
You Die books. It ran the gamut from Alaskato per i meter of the bodies
Uzbekistan. Many of our favorites were there sucloassi8ie looking in. The sundown trip changed that. We
Marks NWR and the Texas Gulf Coast. It also listédaded up on two big buses and were driven to the en
many places we would all love to go and somethatére a cr oss di ke. A range
probably not safe enough anymore. One thatisalitte movi ng. 6 We wer e spac
farther away but very accessible is the Bosque deth&paighgools and the buses went to the other end to
NWR near Socorro, NM. It is a wonderful place tomisét us. As the sun dropped below the horizon the fir:
in the winter with huge populations of wintering wave of thousands of Snow Geese, ducks, and cranes
waterfowl and Sandhill Cranes. Every started whiffling in for the night. The flights
November they host the Festival of became torrents with birds landing in the pools
Cranes. It is so popular and offers so in front of and behind us. The noise of the wings
many experiences that you have to get r @ was punctuated with an occasional angry quack

syllabus months ahead of time to apply¥, - &/  or whistle as two birds tried to land in the same
I\, ¥ spot. Being on the inside in the midst of all that
‘QJ@J?LJ

for tickets to various classes and events. Y.

We are so accustomed to birding With}:'&‘-_ i was beyond thrilling. When it got quiet, a signal
small groups that we were skeptical w - light flashed at the end of the dike and there wa
large buses were mentioned. We enjoyed a silent march to the buses. Once we started
seminars on native plant gardens, atalk abouttheb ack, t he refuge manager
discovery of the nesting grounds of the WhoopingTheasebuses were as noisy as the night flight had bee
by the Canadian biologist who led the search, anditsewéryone agreeing that being on the inside was a

all, a sundown visit to the middle of the refuge. Wime@morable life experience.

0000000d00600090

Field Notes Continued f EgimAFD, thgnedDeet Lake SPin

_ _ Walton County @3 u,land then
And then cari& Cindiade to order, this weak Grayton Beach about July 9, lead

tropical storm passed to our we&g 20ne and birders on a merry and mostly frt
produced strong E to S winds along our coast. Thgp o< (including the Duncans).
conditions for pelagic vagrants were laid, but we did
not expect American Flamingos They were found :
and photographed by Phillip Harter at Johnson Bef&nPuncans spotting aneteer
21 June and seen there the next morning by Andriggted Booby* at Johnson Beach on 23 Jun and
Holzinger and Daniel Stangeland, a 4th area recofilother was seen by Powers & Rosann McLeod and
Past provenance of most flamingo records in the sigfg Ball on 24 Jun, 4th & Sth local records

have been questioned by the Florida Omnithologickl € SP€ect i vel y! And that w
Society Records Committee until two banded birds The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy
banded in n. Yucatan were discovered in the Evergittedf you have something to report, please call Bok
a few years ago, settling the matter of storm waifsor Lucy Duncan at 33F52.

They wandered from Alabama Point (first Alabama Species with asterisks require documentation so the
record!) back to Johnson Beach, to downtown, thehdg will become part of the ornithological record.

But the flamingo chase resulte:

5



News @ Views

Learn about tohi ganr evap bfickrd 7 Francis M. Weston
Our Avi an BFealghbBirrsdi ngBakass _ _
Our chapter tilse algian ch odlhiee £ h y@d®uron f or nahyi s

Avi an

will instruct the classroom sessions from 6:00 to 7iB@act this chapter has had in our community.

p.m. at the Pensacola Public Libraryodoveat 239

Specifically noted we

N. Spring Sthere will be a field trip of approximatehirst, she led a thyear study of the bads
4 hours on Saturday following three of the classeswildlifeof the Blackwater River State frdhest

The first class, Thursday, October 19, 2017 willigsultinglata were used to argue against military
about birding basics (binoculars, field guides, birditiginingherein;and second, her efforts led to a
ethics, etc.). The remaining classes, on October 2partnership between the chapter and Escambia Count
November 2, 9 and 16 will cover different groups dbchool District to continue to provide a nature study
birds The three Saturday field trips will be on Octopepgram to school children at the Roy Hyatt

28 and November 4 and 18.

Environmental Center.

AWw

aw

N &xp@ehdedbirders fiom the chapteentributions to the chaptet the consequent positive

re

To register for the classes or for more information,She is also a past president of FMW Aaialdilaon,

contact Mary Jones, Chapter Education Chair,
brumarclyde@cox.ioe8504539191 To confirm

previous recipient of

t h

your registration, send a participant contribution o

$100.00 for Audubon members and $120.00 for nLnA udubon Advé&Nmt wres St u

members of which $20.00 can be applied to an
introductory membership in the Audubon Society.
a note on the checks "For Our Avian Neighbors C
Classes will be limited in size.

Make checks payable to the F. M. Weston Aud
Society and mail to FMW Audubon Society, P.O.

Designed-6ftdir G3radler s

e . .
Z?J”(gg_l.\latlonal Audubon Educational Program
introduces children to the world of nature and

BoxNd interactive games and puzzles, plus acti

17484, Pensacola, FL 32522 before the classes

These classes with the field trips are a wonder
opportunity for individuals in the community to le
about birds from expert birders in the Pensacola &

Bird of the Year
The FMWAS Board of Directors has

selected the Black Skimmer as our
chapter's first
board will be promoting the life ang'
perils of the Black Skimmer thr¢
articles, programs and projects.
Black Skimmer fadthe adult Black Skimmer hasg

“Bird

}aguidance, and resources for educators.

| Through generous member donations for
NAudubon Adventures last school year we func

reg. 5,000 magazine booklets for students at t

Schools
i teacher kits for 5 different elementary class

0 ii‘lclu&ir{b Bne Hoéhdol oPgan}Ee?ti@n.

A donation of $50 will sponsor a classroom

ainclude teacher name, school and contact

longer lower mandible than upper for skimming thfoiiffarmation. A donation of any amount is welg

the water for its food. A hatchling has equal lengt}
but by fledging time-&Bdays) the lower bill is
beginning to lengthen more than the upper.

Stay infor med!
Sign up -NewsE

Go towww.FMWAudubon.org

Largd will provide magazine booklets for the RQ
Hyatt Environmental Center. Please make ch
payable to FMW Audubon Society and mail tc

32522. For information, contact Mary Jones,
8504539191. To learn about the program, go
www.AudubonAdventures.org

h
Hyatt Environmental Center, Escambia Counf/

dy

b@idlife through colorful magazines, online features

ties,

ed
Roy

es,

If

you would like it to go to a specific teacher, please

ome

y

bcks
FMW

Audubon Society, P. O. Box 17484, Pensacolg, FL

[to



http://www.AudubonAdventures.org
mailto:brumarclyde@cox.net
tel:(850)%20453-9191
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