The Francis M. Weston Audubon Soci efy

l nvasi ons of an Avi an Ki nd

Aliens! Martians and other extraterrestrials conjure tine deep South in winter as the overbreeslingeson
frightful scenari os, b uavailablemintegresburcesdHencs, feashoefanine cad
Year 6 mean somet hi ng- q udrive theselhirdsfgreat distances frétrenorima narggesa
sion, or irruption as itis correctly known, is already A third cause of these irregular migrations is severe
underway, and only the winter months will tell. So w¥iatas weather, or particularly harsh interludes of snow
an O6irruptiond i n BirdSapdkc th& drivetcértain sieoatcuatlydimchéson w
mally high numbers of a species unexpectedly pusimiarthtemperate climes. This abnormal migration also
south than nor mal wi nt efsodbasadcgngsnent whandeedsea@ rcexd, sgoeved tu
that this may be anotherliReaisted Nuthatch irruptivee nd hi dden. Often wedl |
year! temperatures climb, even
Snowy Oowl irruptions generate huge press for thtben reappear after a fresh cold front. This ebb and flov
stunning Harry Potteresque raptor. | recall one bittdtagig positive effect for those that start northward in Sy
ter in the early 670s wieneamoedathegydagtude. The first nales enghe o
and parked in the hardware store lot in hopes of cakchiiy& di ng grounds oft get
glimpse of a reported Snowy Owl atop the Methodidke stealing second base, fraught with danger if caught
Church. Using a small Sterno stove, | heated up hdt®e#e or a tag, but great reward if it works!
tered rums for dozens of birders from all across Alaba@ar first hints of a R@@asted Nuthatch irruption
who had come to see this wayward walif. Alas, we Wwegaa in September with reports of single birds calling
day late and a pint short to see its ghostly moue. Norimadly r di sti nct oOoYank, yar
venturing only to the northern tier of the US, dozeng athttp://www.xeno -canto.org/279657 Almost as
these beauties had wandered south in search of foodfwhenh e bi rds® echo el i ci't
their primary banquet, lemmings, were in short suppiypo8is began by early October to ricochet from northel
a |l ack of food i n a s p eMssissippdtoaoastaliauikianay tothe @ulf Caast of g
an irruption southward. Florida. Then reports arrived of nuthatches massing in
Indeed, it is usually food that drives irruptions bedgecedented numbers on the south fringes of Monhe
food drives population density. When there is an ag&i@&nd, ME,raigrant trap about 10 miles offshore. Don
dance, such as when Canadian boreal forest insect¥ Balfe€a€ Wr ot e,  ebleasted Nuthatches 1
population overgrowth, the birds gorge)y . . here this year than | have ever seen before in
themselves and ramp up their nesting.i g

gseem to be everywhere

] Hopefully, the tellt
i heard soon here. And when you hear it, start
ooking for that slate gray imp of a bird with the
 rufous belly headed headfirst down your tree.
{ And if the nuthatches invade, Pine Siskins anc
®"Purple Finches wondt

Nuthatches, Purple Finches, Pine Sis 4
and others will have multipleesstul ~ © |
broods growing the population thanks «
easy feasting. Following huge nesting 2
successes, we can have dramatic an © g
numbers of these species venturing t o Kl


http://www.xeno-canto.org/279657

Field Trips

her atown_point@bellsouth.n&tdetailed itinerary
will be mailed to registered participants prior to

Field trips are open to the public and free of chargegéérture.

contributions are appreciated. All experience level
welcome. Bring binoculars and/or a spotting seope

screen, insect protection, appropriate shoes, hat, w.

and snacks or lunch are recommended on all trips.
refrain from wearing scented cologne, perfumes or
shave on field trips. It distracts from the experienc

nature, and some participants are highly sensitive 1;%
Carpooling is encouraged. Questions? Call Lucy Dun

at 9324792 or email het@wvn_point@bellsouth.net
I Saturday, November 12, 2016. Mobile
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approvabnd long pants and cltuzsedhoes are

uaturday, January 14, 2017. Eastman/Taminco
%rdnSanctuary By reservation only. Les Kelly and

e : A .
Furlow will lead us to this wildlife sanctuary in
: xpect moderate walking. Participant numbers
fhited. Contact Les no later than noon on Tuesday,
uary 10, at 018574 or desdplan@gmail.com
reservations. Cameras are not allowedpnghout

required. You will be issued a photo ID at the plant.

Me et i n the

facilityos

m

Causeway Birding Lucy and Bob Duncan will lead ugach Taminco/Eastman from Pensacola, travel east «
to several good birding spots around Mobile Bay arivy 90 through Pace and watch for the sign to the plz
along the Mobile Causeway. These areas can be on the south side of the road. We will finish by noon.

productive for shorebirds, ducks and late migrants.

I Saturday, February 11, 201Rirding Blakeley

Expect moderate walking. We plan to eat lunch at &5 Park AL Details in the next Skimmer.

local restaurant. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Publix pagking
lot on the corner of Nine Mile Road and Pine Forest

Road, or at 8:30 a.m. in Daphne in the parking lot

behind the Shell Gas Station overlooking the bay. [Thig i€ S ©

the Alabama Coastal Birding Trail site #25). We e
to bird the Blakeley Mud Lake&langarticipants
must have permits on file prior to the trip. Access
the permit form atip://www.aosbirds.org/
BlakeleyPermits.phpand follow the directions to
mail or fax it to the Alabama State Docks Authority
plan to return by ratternoon.

I Friday, December ® Sunday December 11,
2016.St. Marks NWR The Duncans will lead us to
one of the southeastos
of birds in diverse habitats. We will arrive Friday in
to bird the afternoon and finish Sunday around no
We hope to see manatees and water birds on the
Wakulla River boat ride ($8) within the State Park

Birdwalks

short Dbirdwal ks

p%c‘tr derso i nto t hléyowmeser
curious about this activity or just enjoy the birds
backyard, come join us to learn about our area
Families with children are welcome. Bring bino
and bottled wateralCScott Rathkamp,-B786 for

gedails.

I Saturday, November 19, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.
Wildlife Sanctuary of NW Florida 105 North "S"
Street, Pensacola, FL 32505.The Wildlife Sang

provides 8 homeyfor pvgrilQp @nimals hat ean

o

In yo
birds.
culars

tuary
npt e

tipkeased, including deer, fox, and a variety of birds,

fncluding bald eagles, owls and agsikesll
donation ($3) for the sanctuary is reqiésedt
hithe sanctuary, several blocks ndtthyod8 and we

Sunday. Rooms are being held for our Audubon g

the Best Western Wakulla Inn & Suites located on ngaturday January 21, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

98 near Crawfordville with group rates of $85+tax
double queen room. To make your room reservati(
call 85263737 before Monday, November 28 wh
rooms will be released. All rooms asgnmoiimg. To
sign up, send a $50 per participant contribution to
Audubon Society and call Lucy Duncad 2223aad

oapPRace Bivdim Brady will lead the tour.

O6RIf Islands Nat'l Seashore/Naval Live Oaks, H

*"Main Office. We will be looking for ducks, greb
| gulls, and terns in Santa Rosa Sound. We wiill
[ the'trails in search of wintering songbirds, vireg

leave your name, number and email address, or e

2

fnal

arrows. Dana Timmons will be the leader.

St

wy 9§

"Sulf Breeze. Meet at the Observation Deck behind t

S,
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ChapterMeetings

Our monthly chapter program meetings are h¢
7:00 p.m.room 2142, the Baroco Science Cen
(Bldg. 21 ), Pensacola State College, 21 Airpq
Pensacola, FL 32504 unless otherwiséhsoted
meeting room is located across the breezewa

e

PresideMessag

2ld By the past 13 years, our FMW Audubon chapter

ler(FMWAS) has been heavily involved in supporting the

rt @89' Hyatt Environmental Center (RHEC). The RHEC
provides environmental education to elementary

Y Tefhoehged children who visit the center on field trips o

the planetariuiRefreshments are provided. Guestgaceive classroom presentations. This Center is ownec

are welcome!
I November,2016: No meeting.

I December 8, 2016Ms. Emily McKiddy of
Florida Audubon will present an update on the
nesting success of rooftop nesting birds durin
past season. This will be followed by our ann
show of bird photographs taken relatively recg

members of our Society. Members participatipg iy
the show are requested to provide up to 12 slide

(4X 6, JPEG) thatll be organized into a power
point presentation by Larry Goodman. Partici
members will present their slides and provide

supporting information. Members attending the

meeting will be asked to bring snacks and/or ¢
that will be shared following the slide show.

I January 26, 2017Dr. John Dindo of Dauphin
|l sl and Sea Lab will
Coast al Habitats and
Marine Scientist and Associate Director of the
Dauphin Island Sea Laboratory. He has been
Dauphin Island Sea Lab for 42 years and has
performed research on colonial nesting birds
nesting habitats and on fish.

www. FMWAudubon. or ¢

www. facebook. com/ FMWAuUd

by the Escambia County School Board and includes
classroom buildings, a butterfly garden with gazebo,
nature trail and a obird
{ Our involvement began in 2000, when we became
: ﬂ1'aéarmed that the School Board was considering closing
ualtgli@{aacility, and programs were reduced. In 2003, our
WAS chapter entered in
ith the School Board which created a partnership to
gxpand the Center operations. In subsequent years, w
have maintained a paid Audubon Naturalist position,
patm vided educational materials, and worked countless
volunteer hours. Within a decade, the number of
students receiving a RHEC environmental experience
el from fewer than 2,500 per year to over 12,000!
Due in part to our efforts, the RHEC is now alive anc
well. It is receiving the support it deserves from the
School Board, including 2ifodl staffRecently, our

D T'ifSivBrileht ha nafréwedto pfolidink &nlis8ud of §rf’
BaludulSbs Ad9entités magRzin® ir @vely Studéht whé
visits the RHEC on a field trip.

As a result of our resounding success, the FMWAS
Board has formally withdrawn from this partnership wit
ANGhe Escambia County School Board. While we will no
longer provide a Naturalist to supplement the RHEC
staff, we will continue providing educational materials

u such asAudubensAdyentures.

ntl
N

at

Board Meetinggi November 3, December 1 an
January 5, 7:p0m. at the First Presbyterian ChJ
33 East Gregory St., Pensacola. Meetings are
members. Date and location may change. Pled
contact a Board member for details and to conf

date, time and location if you wish to attend. The

Officer/Committee contact information is on pa

The Board of Directors is discussing other possible
l projects in which to concentrate our efforts. Our focus
rchwill be the implementation of our mission statement,
DPER 19 i ctdipromate tlie understanding and preservatior
Swildlife and the environ
m Stay in touch with us as together we determine our
e gext opportunity! Come to our meetings, keep up with
the Skimmer, check out our website and visit our

l nformati on about ac
Chapter, Native Pl an
http://1ongleafpin

t FRicteibedO kywikahgd &'lhe PYhgMme dp
irvolvementt isycritinah tg thebseiccesaf all dur prajects

e. fnpschapters.sursghne Ti mmon
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FIELD NOTES Bob Duncaeé

Will the long hot summer ever in Molino 13 Aug (John Yuhasz) was very early and a
end? As | start writing this (6 Octhopeful harbinger of warblers to come. Two female
Hurricane Matthew is making its Dickcissels* in Gulf Breeze 23 Aug were a rare find (B
approach to the Floridaeastcoa&, Lucy Duncan). Dani el S
terrorizing and displacing Ft. Walton Spray Fields 22 Aug was another early
thousands. It is, however, an ill arrival.
wind that does not blow some An Olivesided Flycatcher* that | spotted on an
good. We ofortunat ed axpaseddranchirmney GlulfeBfetze reighb@hoad 26 £
with winds forecast to increase out of the N and Nivas right on schedule. The species is almost always
bringing with it cooler, dryer air and a real taste of falind on the same high exposed perch for only one d
Neotropical migrants are still moving through but wrilthe last two weeks of Aug. It is the only location in tl
start to taper off soon as the peak of fall migration entate state that is reliable for seeing it. No doubt it is
Sept through early Oct noMatthkRew@mewibndsl veuwulyd
impetus for winter visitors to arrive such as sparrowslaaid! I suppose itodos | oca
waterfowl. Already the first E. Phoebes and Ruby Sparrow* in our yard the same day made the day evel
crowned Kinglets have been reported in our area. Beitter! A trip to the Ft. Walton Spray Fields 11 Sept
fall migration actually starts in July as far as the birglsldezl two very rare species, ¥dbad Ibis* and
concerned, with Yellow Warblers the firstsignofbieda i r d6s Sandpi per* for t
to come. Brown.

Weather is the controlling factor as to whether ~ October and November are great months to look fo
birding will be good or bad, spring or fall. On 3 Septagrants from western states. Was the Vermilion
with no fronts on the map, squalls just off shore in Egcatcher found by Jerry & Brenda Callaway on 24 S
Gulf stopped birds that were moving through the aegtdt. Pickens a vanguard of more exciting birds to
overnight, causing themotme ?0 fCél li ctailéi-Flydatshértsgoted & s
area. Rather than fly through bad weather on the the Ft. Walton Beach Spray Field 5 Oct was another
beginning of their flight to Central America, birds pgteat find. A Golden Plover* observed by Graham Flo
down in our suburban community, rested and fed dhdre 25 Sept and photographed by Daniel Stangelant
awaited a better deal. Lucy and | logged 14 specieSejt was a very rare fall find.
warblers at our home and a total of 59 speciesforthef he st ar of the vagrant
day. Not bad for so early in the season. Phoebe* found by John Yuhasz in Molino 9 Oct, the 6

One would think that would be a harbinger of gie@a record! Shiny Cowbirds* are very rare, but two
birding to come. Not so. The remainder of the seastimagd up at Eastman/Taminco Sanctuary 10 Oct (Le
of this writing (17 Oct) has been very disappointing el I y, Bruce Furl ow, Lar
primarily because the weather has been hot and dRealhdeasted Nuthatch* in Gulf Breeze 7 Oct was
no impediment for birds flying south. Thereistheuswmp ef ul |y a har binger of
otrickle outo of a f ew Hawk*n Pensatalaall Gct was andtherl good fine (Ce
coast, birds that have used up fat reserves or are @down).
(birds age too). Nonetheless, diligent birders have  The Skimmer welcomes reports of noteworthy birds
discovered some noteworthy birds. If you have something to report, please call

The sanctuary at Eastman/Tamincc > Bob or Lucy Duncan at4822, or email
Pace usually prod dodvn_point@dedisoghvnetr y
season. A Glossy Ibis* found by Les K // *Species with asterisks require
Bruce Furlow and Larry Goodman on ! documentation so that they may become par
was a very rare find. A Weating Warbl of the ornithological record.
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Tripping with no Field Guide Ann Folf st

When we first started serious birding in 1968, therhey created a whole new reason for the picture projec
were decent field guides for North America and fo¥We could make our own field guide for those guideles:
Europe. Even though we pldtes.d-ar@tamplepther ara stiliyno denent dieldrgai
birding, we dreamed of going places and started victhmany of the biidh South American countries we
East Africa. There was a field guide for birds and émesftw visit. There are no guides for Brazil, Bolivia, or
mammals. The bird guide was incomplete and a Argentina never mind the smaller countries. We took
challenge to use in the field. We had studied for ameay a trip with pages of pictures gleaned from all kin
and when we stepped off the airplane could not idehsifurces and it worked.

the crowd of birds soaring above the ry=-~" Enter thélandbook of the Biofithe World
Turned out the author did not include project. Thi®ur de foveas begun by a rural
illustrations of the most common birds Spanish physician and birder who had my basic
because everyone knew them. Once w idea but also had the resources to make it happt
figured that out we had to read the text He was able to entice scientists, artists, and
many identifications. He also had a sec photographers to work on the extensive text and
called, orarer bi:1 illustrétidhs 2h@te dbsvih® Bnodg®insBtfions
looking a bird, it looked pretty common and birders to subscribe to the series. The
that was also a problem. Handbook ended up with 16 volumes illustrating all
We thought that if we were going to the expens&@000+ species in color with identifiable subspecies &
going that far away again that we had to have pictpidsr@d. There are range maps and excellent
birds we might see on the trip ... common and rareliStetsions of the behavior, feeding, mating, and nest
idea morphed into a {@rg project of finding obscutabits. Quite a few of the volumes are out of print. |
bird books and we eventually amassed pictures otl@rdOthe ones with hummingbirds and raptors were th
species. When computers and printers became avagabdego.

Sea Turtle Nesting

Each year brings notable experiences for those involved in the Sea Turtle Monitoring Program| Our te
many special memories during thislesakithg season in which we had 103
nests and over 6,500 hatchlings. Years of work seem to be making

we see the numbers increase.

We also have a heartfelt appreciation for the variety of shorebirds ’L::;: R
privileged to see during our early morning sea turtle patrols, especic.«
colonial nesting birds which share the beach with our sea turtles. Pi
a unique position to observe a variety of protected bird species as tt
nests and incubate eggs on our beaches. It is such a treat to see the
fluff appear and all their antics as they quickly grow into fledglings.
new adventure when filled with shorebirds and sea turtles!

Nest and Hatchling Count for Pensacola Beach and Gulf Islands National Seashore as of Oftober
Ft. Pickens GINZ7

Pensacola Beagh ToFaI Nestsl.OS
Perdido Key GINS2 Hatchling Count: 6,509
Santa Rosa GINS8

D. J. Zemenick




News @ Views

Christmas Bard ¥
This yeards Pen s
Count will be held Saturday, .
December 17. This year is thre 117 [¥ X\
CBC conducted by the Audubon
Society, a tradition s Ibirndinglc?eé)e(r%tials WPeree Pm%e%c%bcfel
CBC started in 1920 with one birder, Francis M.

Weston. Today we have about 50 participants. In a CBC . having been developed with some of

we record not just species but every single bird witﬁir? uth Carolina and Washi

our 15 mile diameter circle which is divided into tw8RHologists. We can be sure that his bird study here
sectors, each led by an expert with three or four biiafgd the minute he stepped off the train. Dr. Cooke
in each party. Every person wishing to help during ®héhe Smithsonian told him to send him monthly
CBC is very welcome. Expertise level is not a criteff#Prts and to file spring and fall migration forms
for helping. The more eyes and ears we have, the be@@use our area was practically unknown ernitholog
the results. It is an exciting day, starting at dawn arédlly. Thanks to him and those who followed (especiz
finishing at sunset. Every sector has both land andtwea®uncans) we are a true fixture on the bird map.
birds, and there is always a chance for finding a rarity.

For the past 15 years the Pensacola CBC has a)qa(agegl hhiker s |

about 135 species per count with 20,000 birds. _ - . .
: o | come in from birding and discover what seems like a
After the count, there will be a compilation at a loca].

restaurant and all volunteers are invited to attend.En li& ecosystem of hitchhikers on my socks and jean

Ouar lice and Spanish needles, sandspurs and myr
would like to help, please contact our compiler, Bil 99 P ' P y
Bremser at 84837444 or email him at

other crafty little freeloaders firmly attached and ready

: : to travel! TheyOore easy
billbremser@gmail.com their way through socks and shoes and lodge in tende
Project Greenshor es Bi frleshwappaently with anchors and hooks!).
The attendance at the Project Greenshores Birdwalk ®ome of these hitchhikers are easy enough to igno
October 22 included 12 middle schoolers from Jenbifethe sands@uwnce a favored food of the now
But er ads eNawarsedMadle Sahool. Aihe leAtiectyCarolina Parakdsta beast to remove.
students viewed Brown Pelican, Laughing Gulls arfdjécking one off, you suddenly have it lodged painfull
few other bird species on the rock piles. Jennifer, Wiggding fingertips. Madly shaking your hand rarely

was once our Naturalist at Roy Hyatt Environment4(0rks to detach it. But, there are two methods both
Center, is forming a club which will consist of bird effective and painless. The first is to useoahitue

watching, conservation and other nature activities.c_omb t'o remove them.'The second is to We_t your
. . . . fmgerﬂps before touching the spur, and saliva works
What an enjoyable site to see all the children |nvoI¥e . )
. - ine. The moisture softens the heartless barb allowing
and learning about birdlife along our seashores : o
easier removal. Voila!
Beggar lice are likely the forerunners of Velcro,

Af we were to wipe out |i &g attathin@m tou§Hmultiplé wash cycles. I ir
i i . g planet, the rest of | ld4ffe 7l gvolﬂtl‘bﬂéﬁy”tén%\cﬁ%v%hetp'ihcking them

10 0ANNI VERSARY YEAR
,{.:"ﬁrM- s  WhaEON3 il Ng PENS
‘% Mr. Weston came to Pensacola in

1 February 1916 to a drafting job at
Pensacola Naval Air_Station. His

' WPUId n[mStIy dis IOoofe1arofnreombyt/ n'e? OINatureﬁs
Within a foew mont hs

E o i Isgeomr?&even lowly hitchhikeremain amazing.

Lucy Duncan
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SKimming Li ve and Let Live in thedeGar Fefenc

~

Just outside my window an anole and a squirrelare Peggy Baker 6s ol d frien
lolling peacefully on a knobby branch of a hickory tesened to identify six of their calls, and at least one of
They are a foot or two apart, facing away from onghose must surely be a hawk alert. Likewise, we can ¢
another in an attitude of mutual disregard. Enjoyinghadiite how many life lessons Fish Crow offspring ne
of Autumn sun. Clearly they are familiar with the Hahits in avoiding Great Horned Owls and other

and inclinations of the other, and why not? They immabg&é cr eant s of their doma
the same small world, the same diminutive ecosystaticed such seemingly counterintuitive behavior as a
and each embarks with regularity on the same dailegiral and a Mockingbird sharing an overhead wire
of getting and spenidingdependently surviving and together, mutually fixed on the insect life below,
procreating, indifferent to and undeterred by the otbeemingly ignoring one another while but a few feet

This companionable inattention does not apart. Moreover, those same crows learn to
surprise us. All wildlife learns, from nest or identify good and evil (safety and danger) in
burrow, to distinguish between those alien usi by the way we regtiveim And it seems
neighbors that need bearing heed, those tl they have long memories about individuals
be safely ignored, and the ones that might among us, as researchers have observed.

to have for lunch. For instance, while walki
wooded stream one Indian summer afternc surely is asleep; she must take time out
came upon a gaggle of egrets sifting the sf occasionally from frantically flinging herself
and eddies for edibles. Doubtless they had taken; , v o gh the oaks i t6s ]
my measure long before | discovered them, but their;

s _ I mes, as she blends in
attitude toward me seemed more a matter of mild j,t one more thing that prey animals are made to leat
annoyance than offfedisrupting their dinner plans

? g e ' a lifetime of elusibtthe art of remaining very still, that
muddying the stream, putting the miniscule water 4, might escape, for the moment, thecRed & s
dwel l ers on alert, and g0 Omove on, pal , <can

0t
wedre tryind to make a 1T ivin hereodo? But then
the little flock of waders freezes in concert, stock stiII,And what dbout me, Wh_at have | learned? Well nov
feathers jutting out, necks craning upward. | stop e thmg_, I_need not give up the pleasures of
l ook wup. Yes, circlin@0s§yngwylditegyscflazinessorpldage, Pne gaul
Who teaches egrets to distinguish between a bothépsﬂpng'_s porch or in a comfortably shaded'spot, and
intrudedand certain death from above? wait patiently to see what comes along.

The squirrel straddling the hickory limb

Il s your membership current? Look &t
I f your membership had exmiewed, @rdkayseu rlreanveevn wi t |l Na
(do not send any renewal checks to the c

Member ship dues are $20 per year.
1 Renew onliflego to Audubon.org, select Join at the top of homepage, then select Renew.
(Follow the instructions. They will thank you for your donation which will renew your membership
1 Renew by phdaneall 38444283826. (They can also answer questions and update your infofmatiol
1 If you received a renewal notice you may send a check in the return envelope.
1 Renew by sending a chdgattonal Audubon Society, PO box 97194, Washinge0QdiCo4 Be

sure to include your name, address as on the mailing label. Also, it is helpful to include Member |ID fror
mailing label if there is one, email/phone; and any changes.

Notes:During transition to a new system, National Audubon was not always able to send renewal notices so you may
received one when you should have. It can take several weeks for renewals and changes to get on the membership
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