
Environmental Encounters 
Summer Camp �09

Continues on bottom of page 3.

Aug.–Sept.  2009
Vol. XXXVI No. 2

two Eastern Screech Owls. Campers 
also met the RHEC reptiles, sampled 
pond life using microscopes, hiked 
nature trails, dissected squid, and 
learned about and searched for 
invasive species, just to list a few of 
the activities. 

	 During the week, the campers 
made many memorable comments 
about camp activities. Before being 
introduced to reptiles and amphib-
ians, they participated in a touch-
station activity where they reached 
into a box without looking �rst. 
Inside the box were clues for the 
upcoming activity. One touch sta-
tion represented �frog eggs� (it was 
actually cottage cheese). Seeing the 
look on the children�s faces when 
they stuck their hands into the box 
was priceless! 	  

	 One day we focused on ponds and wetlands. The excitement was 
evident as everyone got their hands dirty. There were no �ewws,� 
only �ahhs� as their discoveries included close-up looks at spiders, 
worms, and �sh through discovery scopes. After a lesson on how 
to properly use a microscope, students observed planktonic life, 

by Jennifer Butera 

T
his summer marked the beginning of a new program held at Escambia County School System�s Roy 
Hyatt Environmental Center (RHEC). Twenty-one third- and fourth-grade students from Florida and 
Alabama participated in the summer camp focusing on a variety of habitats and human impacts 
on the environment. Through experiments, demonstrations, �eld activities, and art projects, 
participants explored their world in a �hands-on and hands-in� manner. The days �ew by with 
students engaged in birding and other activities, including meeting our resident plumaged pair:

then sketched and recorded 
movements of larvae and other 
life as it scurried across the 
microscope slides. Someone in 
the class commented, �There is 
life under there, there is really 
life!� 		   

   During our squid dissection 
we informed the campers we 
would be cooking what we dis-
sected to give them a taste of 
calamari. During our �squid 
races� activity each camper 
built his/her own squid out of 
balloons, straws and stream-
ers to test jet propulsion. 
They then had to race their 
�squids� against one another. 
One camper, who named her 
creation �Big Blue,� was so 

excited she got so far in the race that throughout the day she 
kept stating �I knew Big Blue could do it, I just knew he could!� 
She was so proud!  

	 During our �musical chairs� science activity, each chair re-
moved equaled the loss of an animal habitat. When the �rst 

Audubon Summer Camp students at RHEC identify and record 
resident birds visiting the Birding Bus feeding station.



Field Trips
n Saturday, August 29, Ft. Pickens Native 
Plants. 
James Burkhalter will lead us along the Blackbird 
Marsh Nature Trail and the Dunes Nature Trail 
to observe the native plants and fall blooming 
wild�owers. Expect easy walking in sand. Bring 
a picnic lunch and beverages for the day. Meet 
at 7:30 a.m. in the Pensacola Visitor�s Center 
parking lot located at the north end of the 
Pensacola Bay Bridge, or at 8:00 a.m. in the 
sound side parking lot at the entrance to Ft. 
Pickens. We plan to �nish by early afternoon.  
 
n Saturday, September 12, Ft. Walton Beach 
Spray Fields and Navarre Beach Park Birding.  
Dana Timmons will lead us around and through 
the spray �elds, adjacent ponds, and forested 
areas in search of early fall migrants. Expect 
moderate walking with possibly some wet 
conditions. Plan to eat lunch in a restaurant. 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Of�ce Depot shopping 
center parking lot located across Hwy. 98 from 
the Gulf Breeze Hospital entrance. We plan to 
return by mid afternoon. 

n Saturday, September 26, Perdido Key  
Native Plants.  
James Burkhalter will lead us along the Johnson 
Beach Nature Trail in search of native plants and 
late summer blooming wild�owers. Expect easy 
walking in sand. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Big 
Lots parking lot on the east side of Navy Blvd. 
south of U.S. Hwy. 98 in Warrington. We plan to 
�nish by noon. 
 

n Saturday, October 10, Ft. Pickens Birding.  
Bob and Lucy Duncan will lead us to look for fall 
migrants in the Ft. Pickens area of Gulf Islands 
National Seashore. We will get to see how it has 
changed, and hopefully see lots of birds. Expect 
moderate walking. Insect repellent may be 
needed. Bring a picnic lunch and beverages for 
the day. Meet at 7:30 a.m. in the Of�ce Depot 
shopping center parking lot located across Hwy. 
98 from the Gulf Breeze Hospital entrance, or at 
8:00 a.m. in the sound side parking lot located 
at the entrance to Ft. Pickens. We plan to return 
by early afternoon.   
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 Chapter Meetings

n Pensacola Junior College, Main Campus, 7 p.m., 
Baroco Science Center, Room 2142 except as 
otherwise noted. Guests welcome!

n August 27. Picnic at PJC.
Please bring food for you and your family plus one, 
and enjoy our evening.  
    Enid Siskin, adjunct professor of Environmental 
Science at UWF and a local environmental activist, 
will discuss the ongoing �ght against off-shore 
drilling in Florida. She will provide tips on actions 
we can take to prevent the appearance and residue 
of oil derricks off our shores. Eric Draper, Audubon 
of Florida, states that off-shore drilling is one of the 
most critical issues we will aggressively toil against 
this year. 

n September 24. Attracting 
Butter�ies. Mary Peterzen 
and Theresa Friday, from the 
Panhandle Butter�y House, 
will present a program on the 
attraction of butter�ies to your 
landscape and the importance 
of their role in nature. They 
will also discuss their �Kid-
a-pillar� program and its 
success.  

Other Events
n Board of Directors� Meetings: 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., September 3, and October 1 at 
the Baskerville-Donovan Building, 449 West Main 
Street, Pensacola. Open to all members.
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T
he Roy Hyatt Center Committee is 

delighted with the current state of our 

programs at the environmental facility. 

Francis M. Weston Audubon natural-

ist Jennifer Butera and �ve volunteers 

completed the �rst of what we hope will 

be many years of summer camps. Twenty-one third and 

fourth graders participated in a week-long camp that 

ran from 9 a.m.�4 p.m., Monday�Friday. At the end 

of camp, each participant received a CD containing a 

photographic memory book of their camp.  
 

	 Recently we received of�cial notice from the Nation-

al Fish and Wildlife Foundation of the extension of our 

Gulf Coast Urban Educational Initiative (GCUEI) Grant 

for another school year. The continuation of the grant 

will permit us to operate �eld trips for second and �fth 

graders to RHEC and to promote RHEC staff visits to ten 

low performing schools through the upcoming academic 

year. It will also allow us to retain Jennifer as our full-

time naturalist. (The chapter will still have to make a 

substantial �nancial contribution to the project.)   

	 We have also been noti�ed that we will receive a 

$700 grant from Ascend Performance Materials (for-

merly Solutia) to assist the GCUEI grant with funds to 

pay for bus transportation to the Hyatt Center for those 

schools that cannot pay their portion of the bus and driver 

costs for �eld trips. 

	 We are grateful to all our sponsors, to Jennifer and her 

volunteers, and to the Escambia County School District for 

its partnership in both our summer camp and our regular 

school year �eld trips.
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F R O M  T H E  C E N T E R                                      by James Brady

child was �out,� she didn�t get upset, but asked, �Ms. Jennifer,  
is it okay if I dance to the music since I am out already?� Her  
attitude towards this miniscule defeat was one of which we 
should all take note.  
	 All in all, the week was fantastic and the children were great. 
There is nothing quite like having the amazing opportunity to show 
and share the wonders of our world with the young. Often it is from 
them we learn many of the things that, as adults, we have forgot-
ten!
   Please visit our website at www.fmwaudubon.org to view our camp 
photo album.

Environmental Encounters,  
continued from front page

Discovering the varied diet of owls, 
students also learned about lab safety 
protocols as they dissected owl pellets.

Environmental Encounters students sample pond water to prepare 
slides in the microscope lab. They were astounded to see so much 
life within a single drop.




